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By way of introduction, I want to say several things about Jeremiah 18, the passage we read a 

few minutes ago.  First, God took Jeremiah to the pottery shop to see the potter making pot-

tery.  God says He is like a potter and devises plans for Israel.  If they walk in His way, then 

He will bless them, but if they do not then he will devise troubles and woes for them.  

 

 Jeremiah warns Israel, but they rebel and say they will not walk in God’s ways, but they will 

walk in their own devices.  When God warns them of the terrible consequences they turn 

their wrath upon Jeremiah..  They are certain that God is not going to destroy their nation 

and temple and cause the law to perish from the priests and prophets. So they devise devices 

against Jeremiah, to smite him with their tongues and destroy him.     I use this material, just 

as an example of the ways of evil men, set against God, following the devices of their father, 

the devil.   For yes, the devil has evil devices and horrible inventions for the godly and ways 

to snare them in the way. 

 

But, we need to be aware of these devices so that we do not fall into them and are taken in the 

trap.  God created us to know and to follow His devices, and the thoughts of His heart, but 

Satan would turn us aside to his ways and his words. 

 

 

I. What are Satan’s Hidden and Dark Devices?   

A. He does have them.   I Cor. 2:9-11 read    re:  the man who had committed terrible sins. 

1. Often the innocent lie in danger when such trials occur.  Self righteousness, anger, 

seeking revenge, etc. 

2. Paul said, give quick and speedy forgiveness to this man, for you are being tested as 

well as he is, and as soon as a spirit of grace and mercy can be restored to your body, 

the better off you will be. There is no more sacrifice for sins. 

B. The devices of Satan are engaged by sinful desire.   Sin begins with desire, James tells us.  

Sometimes that desire appears to be a high and noble one.  Something good in itself. 

C. Illustration:  the Garden of Eden, and the devils first approach to mankind. 

1. Question God’s word, as  you know, and substitute another word.  Another contract, 

another covenant, if you will. 

2. Seek you pleasure in my word, the devil offered, not in God’s world. 

3. Three fold enticement. 

a.      Good for food: Desire of the flesh.  There was nothing wrong with wanting 

some good food.  God had filled the world with good things for Adam and Eve to 

Eat.  They were rich indeed with the most exquisite cuisine!!! 

b. Pleasing to the Eye.  To more refined enjoyment.  The aesthetic sense.  Things of 

beauty, pleasing to the eye.  Once again, “If eyes were made for seeing, then 

beauty is its own excuse for being.”  God had filled the world beautiful things.  

Nothing wrong with the desire for pretty things. 

c.   Desired to make one wise.  This was the most refined and exalted of all:  to be 

like God.  God had created men to be like God. 
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4. Ye shall not die.  But they did.  God performs His own devices not yours or mine.   

“let the wicked forsake his way and the unrighteous man his thoughts and let him re-

turn unto the Lord.” 

 

II. How Do we Overcome Satan’s Devices? 

A.   Recognize the nature of the proposition before you.  1 John 2 14-17 

B.   These things are in opposition to the love of God, and are idolatry and wickedness and 

bring death, no matter how they are devised. 

C.   The world and its desire pass away. Vs. 17 

D.   We must seek our good in God and His Christ.   “Seek ye first thing kingdom of God and 

His righteousness.” 

E.   Faith, hope, charity are the way in which we walk.  Being content.  Jesus, “Come unto 

me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 

F.   We need a value adjustment:  Set your affections on things above…..  The kingdom of 

God is not meat and drink, but righteousness, and peace and joy in the Holy Ghost.  Will 

you fight over a piece of bread, when you have been invited to the marriage feast of the 

Lamb? 

 

III. The Devices that Stand. 

A.   Jeremiah 23:16-20  God will perform the devices of His heart; those of the devil and all 

who follow him shall not stand. 

B.   Psalm 37:3-11 

 

Application 

James 4:1-4  The desire of the idolater and his life of strife.  How filled with turmoil 

we are. 


