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Colossians 2:4-7 

4 I say this in order that no one may 

delude you with plausible arguments. 5 

For though I am absent in body, yet I am 

with you in spirit, rejoicing to see your 

good order and the firmness of your faith 

in Christ.6 Therefore, as you received 

Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in him, 7 

rooted and built up in him and 

established in the faith, just as you were 

taught, abounding in thanksgiving. 
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Colossians 2:8-10 

8 See to it that no one takes you 

captive by philosophy and empty 

deceit, according to human tradition, 

according to the elemental spirits of 

the world, and not according to 

Christ. 9 For in him the whole 

fullness of deity dwells bodily, 10 and 

you have been filled in him, who is 

the head of all rule and authority. 
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V8 See to it that no one takes you captive by philosophy 

See to it –Beware (Present/Imperative) Be constantly and continually 
aware, on guard, discerning  

• Romans 12:2  Do not be conformed to this world, but be 
transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may 
discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and 
perfect.  

That no one takes you captive: Captive: carry off, hijack, kidnap. 
(Note it will be people (false teachers) who take you captive). 

• 2 Peter 2:1 But false prophets also arose among the people, just as 
there will be false teachers among you, who will secretly bring in 
destructive heresies, even denying the Master who bought them, 
bringing upon themselves swift destruction. 

• 2 Timothy 3:6-7 For among them are those who creep into 
households and capture weak women, burdened with sins and led 
astray by various passions, 7 always learning and never able to 
arrive at a knowledge of the truth. 
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V8 See to it that no one takes you captive by philosophy 

What is the means by which these false teachers will take us captive by?  

Philosophy: Love of wisdom  

• Empty deceit: Wisdom/Understanding that promises much but 

actually delivers nothing (v4 plausible arguments)  

• According to human tradition, according to the elemental spirits of 

the world:   

– Human tradition: human in origin and passed down  

– Elemental spirits (principles) of the world  

– Romans 3:10-18 No one understands, No one seeks for God, 

There is no fear of God before their eyes.  

– Proverbs 1:7 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge; 

fools despise wisdom and instruction. 

– Proverbs 9:10 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, 

and the knowledge of the Holy One is insight. 
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V8 See to it that no one takes you captive by philosophy 

The main problem with this type of philosophy or thinking is the final warning 
Paul gives concerning it: 

End of v8, it’s not according to Christ  

• Any philosophy/thinking that in any way leads you away from Christ, or 
contradicts the teachings of Christ, can and will take you captive, and lead 
you away from Christ. 

What are we going to do? There are so many philosophies and deceptive 
teachings out there? We can’t possibly learn them all, so now what?  

Paul has an answer: v9 For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily 
(Paul points us to Christ)  

• Paul’s answer is not to learn all the possible deceptive philosophies but 
rather to know Christ (and to continue “to grow in the grace and knowledge 
of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ” 2 Peter 3:18)  

• If you know the truth, you will be able to spot the counterfeits  

• We grow in discernment to the degree that we grow in truth  

• Hebrews 5:14  But solid food is for the mature, for those who have their 
powers of discernment trained by constant practice to distinguish good 
from evil. 
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v9 For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily  

Ephesians 4:11-14 And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the 

shepherds and teachers, 12 to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for 

building up the body of Christ, 13 until we all attain to the unity of the faith 

and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure 

of the stature of the fullness of Christ, 14 so that we may no longer be 

children, tossed to and fro by the waves and carried about by every wind of 

doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes. 

 

For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily: 

• To help the church at Colossae guard against human philosophy he builds 

them up in the knowledge of the Son of God (showing his deity) 

• Paul again is pointing them back to Christ (showing his sufficiency)  and 

refuting the lies of the human philosophers  

• Who is Jesus? What did He accomplish? Who are we in Him?  

Next Paul answer that last question: 10 and you have been filled in him 

• NASB you have been made complete  

• There is nothing lacking in Christ (sufficient) and for those in Christ  
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Who is the head of all rule and authority 

End of v10 Paul points them to Christ and knowledge concerning 

Him again:  Who is the head of all rule and authority 

• If the one who dwells in us is fully God, and we are complete 

(sufficient) in Him alone, and He is the head of all rule and 

authority, then why would we look outside of Christ to human 

philosophy/tradition?  

• The Lord Jesus Christ is (currently) over all earthly rule 

(human and demonic) and all heavenly rule (angelic)  

• Paul is revealing truths about Christ to refute lies of false 

teachers (which we will see more of in verses to come)  

• Don’t look away, don’t try to look beyond, keep your eyes on 

the Lord Jesus Christ concerning wisdom/understanding, 

justification, sanctification and your glorification  

• He is supreme and sufficient 
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