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Message #17                                                                                                            Ezekiel 14:1-23 
 
What most people don’t realize is that when false religions and false religious teachers 
flourish, it is a judgment of God.  God can actually orchestrate it so that His own people can  
be dominated by false religion.  A land that was once blessed by God can become a land cursed 
by God.  That is true for Israel and that is true for us. 
 
Now by this point in time Ezekiel was well-known as a prophet of God.  He was still con-
fined to his house but all knew he was a prophet and so some of the elders went to consult with 
him.   
 
According to verse 1, some of the Elders of Israel went to Ezekiel and sat down before him.  
This certainly gave the appearance to Ezekiel that they were really interested in hearing the 
Word of God and doing the will of God.  Sometimes even religious leaders can try to fool 
faithful people.  They can pretend they are really interested in hearing and knowing and 
obeying the Word, when in fact that is not true.  I knew of a leader of a church who actually 
went to a leadership retreat who turns out was involved in all kinds of immoral behavior.  He 
pretended to be in love with God and His Word when in fact it was not true. 
 
As the leaders were sitting before Ezekiel, “the word of the Lord” came to him and revealed 
certain things to Ezekiel about these Elders.  They were a bunch of frauds.  I want us to 
remember that these Elders are already living in Babylon because of their sin and they have not 
changed one bit.  They were indulging in the same sin that was the very reason they were taken 
captive.  They had not learned one thing.  So the Word of the Lord came to Ezekiel and revealed 
three things to him: 
 
Revelation #1 - These elders have idols in their hearts.  14:3a 
 
These leaders did not put God first in their lives or hearts.  They wanted people to believe that 
God was really first in their lives, but it was a joke.  God saw it and knew it.  The fact that God 
let them be taken captive for their rebellion did not phase them.  Their own leaders were still 
idolatrous in it in their hearts.  They may not have had tangible idols to see, but they had them  
in their hearts. 
 
It is possible to be a leader in the church and go to church services regularly and participate and 
appear to be a godly person and yet have an idolatrous heart.  These leaders were like that. 
 
Revelation #2 - These elders stumble in iniquity because they are so dedicated to these idols.  
                             14:3b 
 
Their idolatry was an internal stumbling block to them having a good relationship with God.  
The behind scenes lives of these elders was totally dedicated to sin.  They put their idols right 
before their faces, which means this was the fixed state of their minds.   
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The greatest level of hypocrisy is to pretend to be so interested in God and His Word when a 
heart and mind is dedicated to that which is evil.  As A. C. Gaebelein said, this is the “deepest 
depravity” (Ezekiel, p. 93). 
 
They looked to their idols, not to their God.  These guys were leaders causing the people to 
stumble–in doctrine and life.  
 
Revelation #3 - These elders will not be permitted to consult God at all.  14:3c 
 
It is delusional for someone to think they can just pray to God and move God when they are 
dedicated to idolatrous things that are evil.  Their prayer meetings meant nothing.  God says I 
am not about to answer their prayers according to what they want; I will answer them 
according to what they need to do. 
 
So here is what we have here.  We have elders who are totally committed to idolatrous things 
with hearts full of evil and lives involved in depravity going to God presenting to Ezekiel the 
idea that we want to inquire data from God.  We want God to speak to us and bless us. Well 
Ezekiel was about to speak to them all right, but he would give them another message.  What 
God says is this: 
 
BECAUSE MY OWN PEOPLE, INCLUDING MY LEADERS, ARE CO NSISTENTLY 
INVOLVED IN IDOLATRY AND INIQUITY, I WILL SEND FALS E PROPHETS AND 
DESTRUCTIVE JUDGMENT. 
 
What kind of commitment do we really have to have in our relationship with God?  Is it a 25% 
commitment?  Is it a 50% commitment?  Is it a 75% commitment?  Is it a 100% commitment?  
This is a serious chapter that should cause each of us to analyze our own hearts. 
 
Ezekiel 14 is one scary chapter for any nation to read.  It is a chapter in which God presents two 
main negative ideas.     
 
NEGATIVE IDEA #1 – Because of abominable sin that is not faced, God will send deceptive 
                                             and destructive prophets to lead people away from truth.  14:4-11 
 
There are two main messages that God gives to Ezekiel. 
 
Message #1 - If My people do not turn from their sin to Me, I will block them from having a 
                        relationship with Me and will cause them to be estranged from Me.  14:4-6 
 
God is saying that when any Israelite comes to Him with idolatry in his heart, God will deal with 
it.  God says I will answer, but it will not be pleasant and the reason I will answer in such a 
negative way is to recapture the hearts of My people. 
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It is amazing that in verse 6 God offers His grace.  He says to Israel repent and turn away from 
idols and abominations.  If any nation or person wants a relationship with God in which He will 
answer and bless them that is what they must do.  In any dispensation this is true. 
 
Message #2 - If My people put idols before Me, I will set My face against them and cause  
                          deceptive prophets to lead them to destruction.  14:7-11 
 
God says if any alien living in Israel or any Israelite dares to presume on Me or My judgment 
while involved in idolatry, I, Myself, will cut him off from My people.  Verse 7 says I will 
bypass My prophet and I will directly intervene; God says I will kill him. 
 
God says in verse 8 I will make My own people an object lesson, a proverbial teaching of the 
deadliness of not being loyal to Me.  God says I will cut off true information coming from any 
prophet.  In fact, if any prophet does answer, it will be the answer of a false prophet. 
 
The Hebrew word “prevailed” (v. 9) is one that means God will  prevail on that prophet and use 
him to deceive and entice His own people in a negative way to move in the way of destruction. 
 
In other words, if people do not deal with abominable sin, but they go to pretend to worship God, 
God will actually cause false ministers to tell them things that lead them right into His judgment. 
God literally caused false prophets to tell people in Jerusalem that everything was okay.  He 
caused those prophets to convince people that they were right with God, when in fact they were 
heading to the judgment of God. 
 
If a person is in sin or in carnality and refuses to face it and then goes to some church that 
tells them everything is okay and they are at peace with God, what that person does not 
realize is that their delusion and the minister’s delusion is a judgment of God. 
 
If a person rebels in persistent sin and then thinks God will speak to them and use them, it  
is delusional.  The only way God will speak is through false teaching that will lead them to 
destruction.  Both the people and the prophet will be led to destruction (v. 10). 
 
A great illustration of this very thing comes from the life of Ahab.  God let false prophets 
deceive Ahab to lead him to his own death (I Kings 22:19-23).   
 
What God is promising is that if His people do not turn from their sin, He will specifically send 
false ministers into their world to tell them things that will lead them into their own destruction. 
 
There are thousands of churches today that are not telling God’s people the truth.  There are 
thousands of churches to which people go who are not really interested in a life that puts God 
first.  Ministers are telling them that they are okay in their sin and that God loves them.  What 
those people do not realize is that they are heading to serious judgment and the false teachers are 
being used by God to send them there. 
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Why would God do this?  So that God’s people will learn a lesson to stop pursuing a lifestyle 
that will lead them to destruction (v. 11). 
 
NEGATIVE IDEA #2 –  Because of abominable sin that is not faced, God will send a 
                                            destructive, just curse judgment to those in rebellion.  14:12-23 
 
There are two main messages that are presented here that God gave to Ezekiel to give to the 
people.    
 
Message #1 - When God sends His destructive judgment against a nation, even the most 
                           faithful and godly men cannot stop it or deliver them.  14:12-20 
 
The Word of the LORD came to Ezekiel again and told him to warn these leaders that when God 
decides to send horrific judgment against His own people because of their abominable sin, not 
even the most righteous men could stop it even if they were there in person (Verses 12-14). 
 
Now the faithful men that God mentions were powerful men of God: Noah, Daniel, Job. 
Each man was known for his righteous behavior in a corrupt world. 
 
Noah was a righteous man who built the ark and was spared when God judged the world (Gen. 
6:9).  I love something Dr. J. Vernon McGee said.  He said he loved every now and then to hear 
that they were searching for Noah’s ark.  In fact, now we have a replica of the ark near 
Cincinnati.  Dr. McGee used to say how much of a difference do you really think it would make 
if they found the actual ark or you go see a model of it in Cincinnati.  If Noah himself and the 
original ark did not change the minds of the people, you can bet this won’t either.  
 
Daniel was alive in Babylon at the time Ezekiel wrote this.  He had been taken captive in 605 
B.C..  At this point in time, he had been raised up as a great man of God in the Babylonian 
world.  Probably the lion’s den story had spread to the rest of those in Israel.  This would truly 
stand out to the leaders because this spoke to them in contemporary time.  Daniel makes this 
threat a contemporary threat. 
 
Job was the most righteous man on earth by God’s classification back about the time of the 
middle of the book of Genesis (Job 1:1). 
 
So these are some big names.  God says when I make a determination to send My judgment 
against a nation, even these three godly men could not stop it.  Their prayers could not prevent it. 
 
Now God lists the kinds of destructive things that He can hypothetically do in causing horrible 
things to come against His own people as a judgment: 
 
(National Judgment #1) - God can send a famine that cuts off all food supplies.  14:13 
 
(National Judgment #2) - God can send wild beasts to kill people.  14:15 
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(National Judgment #3) - God can send a sword to destroy people.  14:17 
 
(National Judgment #4) - God can send a plague to destroy people.  14:19 
 
God says when I send these judgments against My own people, those three would only be able to 
deliver themselves.  Even if these three got together and pleaded that I not do that, they would 
not even be able to deliver their own children. 
 
We know that Noah was able to save his own family and Job’s family was restored to him, but 
this judgment will be so severe that it will not be the case. 
 
There is clearly in this the implication of individual responsibility.  Parents can be blessed of 
God and children can be cursed of God, depending on their relationship with God. 
 
Now all of these things mentioned will occur during the Tribulation (Rev. 6:8).  God is going to 
pour out His wrath on a God-mocking, Christ-rejecting world and He will use these very things 
to destroy millions and millions of people and people will not be able to stop it. 
 
Message #2 - When God sends His destructive judgment against Jerusalem, people will 
                          ultimately know it is completely justified.  14:20-23 
 
Now God takes this judgment straight into Jerusalem.  It is clearly predicted that there will come 
a horrible and unstoppable judgment against Jerusalem one day.  God says I will not only use 
these four judgments against My own people, but I will specifically use them against Jerusalem 
at a much greater level.  It does not matter who the leaders are; it could be Daniel, Job or Noah, 
they will not stop it.  I will target Jerusalem with a judgment that is designed to “cut off man and 
beast” (14:21). 
 
God says I will spare a remnant of survivors (v. 22).  In fact, God says one reason I will do that 
is so I can bring them to you so you can see their “conduct and actions.” 
 
Now some believe that the “conduct and actions” are righteous.  The problem with this view is 
that the word “conduct” (derek) is used 35 times in Ezekiel to refer to people’s evil actions. 
The word “actions” (alilot) is used 8 times in the book to refer to sinful actions (Charles Dyer, 
Ezekiel, p. 1254).  These two words occur together seven times in Ezekiel and refer to evil, sinful 
actions.   
 
What God was saying is I will cause these evil and sinful survivors to survive my judgment just 
to have a witness of how just My judgment was against you evil.  I will show you how justified  
I was in sending My wrath judgment against Jerusalem and you will be comforted in knowing I 
did what was right.  They will admit it. 
 
At times we wonder why God does not wipe out the evil, arrogant, corrupt people who don’t care 
about Him and His Word.  Why does He let them live?   
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One answer is to show us how much we deserve God’s wrath and God’s judgments.  I am 
convinced this is one reason why God lets them survive. 
 
When we see human tragedy, the existence of evil people proves God is justified in sending it. 
God’s message to people in sin is to repent and turn from evil abominations and turn to God; and 
I will hear, help, forgive and bless. 


