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Daniel's Comfort and Ours

Daniel 10

Prayer:  Father, we just again thank you for your grace, we thank 

you for your goodness and we thank you for the gift  that we 

celebrate this entire month, the gift of Christmas,  the gift of 

your incarnation.  Lord, along with the gift of you rself you have 

also given us your word and you've given us the abi lity to make 

that a living word by the power of your Holy Spirit .  And as we are 

again in the book of Daniel, I pray that we would h ave the presence 

and the power of your Holy Spirit as we open up you r book, as we 

plumb its depths, we just pray again that your Spir it would 

accompany us, that you would again make us able to make this of 

lasting value.  We pray this in Jesus' name, amen.  

Have you ever gotten really, really bad news?  Well  Daniel did and 

he had been studying the scriptures and he knew fro m studying the 

scriptures, studying the prophet Jeremiah, he knew that the time of 

the Jews' captivity in Babylon was coming to an end .  And so he's 

moved to confess the sins of his people.  And while  he is in 

prayer, he gets approached by an angel and the ange l gives him some 



very disturbing news.  The nightmare that Daniel th ought was coming 

to an end was really just beginning.  There was war , there was 

oppression, and worst of all spiritual indifference  was going to 

again overtake Israel.  Daniel had been in Babylon for almost his 

entire life, having been kidnapped as a young man.  It's now two 

years after Cyrus, moved by God himself, has issued  this 

proclamation that would enable Jerusalem to be rebu ilt.  The 70 

years of captivity at long last are coming to an en d.  But probably 

to no one's surprise, many of the Jews had grown us ed to life in 

Babylon.  There was no real groundswell of Jews tha t were aching to 

leave the comfort of Babylon for what is now a new and different 

experience, that is a return to Jerusalem.  This is  the kind of 

stage that is set as Daniel is approached by the an gel, and this is 

the angel speaking in Daniel 9:25.  And he says to Daniel, he gives 

him this difficult news, he says:  "Know and understand that from 

the going out of the word to restore and build Jeru salem, to the 

coming of an anointed one, a prince, there shall be  seven weeks.  

Then for sixty-two weeks it shall be built again wi th squares and 

moat, but in a troubled time."   

A troubled time indeed.  That's followed by the vis ion that we're 

going to look at this morning in chapter 10.  And D aniel receives a 

vision in chapter 10 that's not full of good news a bout a 

triumphant return to Israel and rebuilding of Jerus alem and the 
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temple.  Instead it's a message that is full of con flicts and wars 

and kings rising to power who have nothing but hatr ed and contempt 

for the Jews.  So we look at this and we say, okay,  what does 

Daniel's plight, what does that have to do with us?   Well, it 's 

this.  You see, God uses the circumstances of Danie l's bad news to 

speak to us when we find ourselves or others in a s ame situation.  

Chapter 10 in the book of Daniel opens up with Dani el realizing 

just how bad this news is.  It says this in Daniel 10:1 .  It says:  

In the third year of Cyrus king of Persia a word wa s revealed to 

Daniel, who was named Belteshazzar.  And the word w as true, and it 

was a great conflict.  And he understood the word a nd had 

understanding of the vision.   Now to the extent that Daniel is able 

to understand the vision is the extent that he's fi l led with this 

existential horror and mourning over what he has se en.  In verse 2 

it says:  In those days I, Daniel, was mourning for three wee ks.  I 

ate no delicacies, no meat or wine entered my mouth , nor did I 

anoint myself at all, for the full three weeks.   Daniel is clearly 

in bad shape.  But it's not for himself that he's m ourning, it's 

for the kingdom, it's for his people.  You've got t o understand 

Daniel now is in his 90's.  I mean, he's clearly no t up to the task 

of rebuilding Jerusalem in any physical sense and s o his task now 

is mainly spiritual.  His task is to hold his peopl e up in prayer.  

And Daniel is sick at heart because he knows what i s in store for 

his people.  So his mental and spiritual state sets  the stage for 
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the next event that takes place.  This is verse 4.  It says:  On 

the twenty-fourth day of the first month, as I was standing on the 

bank of the great river (that is, the Tigris) I lif ted up my eyes 

and looked, and behold, a man clothed in linen, wit h a belt of fine 

gold from Uphaz around his waist.  His body was lik e beryl, his 

face like the appearance of lightening, his eyes li ke flaming 

torches, his arms and legs like the gleam of burnis hed bronze, and 

the sound of his words like the sound of a multitud e.  And I, 

Daniel, alone saw the vision, for the men who were with me did not 

see the vision, but a great trembling fell upon the m, and they fled 

to hide themselves.  So I was left alone and saw th is great vision, 

and no strength was left in me.  My radiant appeara nce was 

fearfully changed, and I retained no strength.  The n I heard the 

sound of his words, and as I heard the sound of his  words, I fell 

on my face in deep sleep with my face to the ground .   

Well, most scholars agree that what Daniel is exper iencing is known 

as a theophany.  And that is an appearance of the p re incarnate 

Christ.  You know the average person on the street,  you speak of 

Christ, they think Christ came into existence aroun d 2016 years ago 

on Christmas day.  We know that the scripture is cl ear that the 

Christ was the one who was present at the very begi nning and 

through whom all of creation came about.  John's go spel opens with 

these words in John 1:1, it says:  In the beginning was the Word, 
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and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  H e was in the 

beginning with God.  All things were made through h im, and without 

him was not any thing made that was made.   So Christ was that word.  

And 2,016 years, approximately 2,016 years ago, tha t word, that 

creative word became flesh and began to dwell among  us.  Of course 

that's what we celebrate at Christmas.  The Spirit of Christ took 

on flesh and became Jesus, the Christ.  And through out scripture 

there are numerous times where it is thought that l ong before that 

Christmas day that the Spirit of Christ himself mad e an appearance 

on earth.  You know, we covered this once before, t he fourth man in 

that fiery furnace among Shadrach, Meshach and Abed nego was thought 

to be one such pre incarnate vision of Christ, and again that's 

known as a theophany.  And our text this morning is  another one.  

Daniel's description of this man in his vision clot hed in linen is 

very similar to a description we find of Christ in the book of 

Revelation.  This is Revelation 1:13 , it says this, describing 

him:  In the midst of the lampstands one like a son of ma n, clothed 

with a long robe and with a golden sash around his chest.  The 

hairs of his head are white, like white wool, like snow.  His eyes 

were like a flame of fire, his feet were like burni shed bronze, 

refined in a furnace, and his voice was like the ro ar of many 

waters.   

Well if you think this description is remarkably si milar to 
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Daniel's description of the angel who came to him a nd again, we're 

talking about the Spirit of Christ.  And Daniel con tinues in verse 

10, it says:  And behold, a hand touched me and set me trembling on 

my hands and knees.  And he said to me, "O Daniel, man greatly 

loved, understand the words that I speak to you, an d stand upright, 

for now I have been sent to you."  And when he had spoken this word 

to me, I stood up trembling.  Then he said to me, " Fear not, 

Daniel, for from the first day that you set your he art to 

understand and humbled yourself before your God, yo ur words have 

been heard, and I have come because of your words.  The prince of 

the kingdom of Persia withstood me twenty-one days,  but Michael, 

one of the chief princes, came to help me, for I wa s left there 

with the kings of Persia, and came to make you unde rstand what is 

to happen to your people in the latter days.  For t he vision is for 

days yet to come."  When he had spoken to me accord ing to these 

words, I turned my face toward the ground and was m ute.  And 

behold, one like the likeness of the children of ma n touched my 

lips.  Then I opened my mouth and spoke.  I said to  him who stood 

before me, "O my Lord, by reason of the vision pain s have come upon 

me, and I retain no strength.  How can my lord's se rvant talk with 

my lord?  For now no strength remains in me, and no  breath is left 

in me."  Again one having the appearance of a man t ouched me and 

strengthened me.  And he said, "O man greatly loved , fear not, 

peace be with you; be strong and of good courage."  And as he spoke 
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to me, I was strengthened and said, "Let my lord sp eak, for you 

have strengthened me."  Then he said, "Do you know why I have come 

to you?  But now I will return to fight against the  prince of 

Persia; and when I go out, behold, the prince of Gr eece will come.  

But I will tell you what is inscribed in the book o f truth:  There 

is none who contends by my side against these excep t Michael, your 

prince."   

That's a lot of stuff.  And there are two different  directions that 

we can go looking at this passage.  One would be to  discuss the 

whole concept of spiritual warfare and that's certa inly a valid 

place to go.  We see right here in verse 13 a refer ence to this 

demonic prince of Persia withstanding the angel for  twenty-one days 

until Michael comes in to help.  And what it speaks  loudly is what 

I have been saying over and over and I mean I think  I sound like a 

broken record here, but it is critically important to understand 

that there is a war going on.  And it is a war that 's been going on 

for eons.  And it started in heaven eons ago and it  continues to 

this day, as I say it over and over again, it's a p roxy war between 

two great kingdoms, the kingdom of light and the ki ngdom of 

darkness, and we are the ones that are stark there in the middle.  

We are the ones that the battle swirls around and w e are the ones 

that are doing the battle.  And Daniel is a classic  example.  I 

mean, he's like all of us.  He's essentially cluele ss about these 
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wars that are raging just beyond his senses.  And t he angel's 

description that his 21-day delay was because he wa s locked in 

battle for three weeks with the prince of Persia, w ell, that should 

give us a hint, just a hint of the extent of that w ar.  Abraham 

Kuyper once wrote this, he said, "If once the curta in were pulled 

back and the spiritual world behind it came into vi ew, it would 

expose to our spiritual vision a struggle so intens e, so 

convulsive, sweeping everything within its range, t hat the fiercest 

battle ever fought on earth would seem, by comparis on, a mere 

game."  

We actually get a hint of this.  We get a hint of t his in the 

description that takes place in 2 Kings.  If you go  to 2 Kings, 

it's describing the prophet Elisha and he's surroun ded by this 

incredibly powerful Syrian Army and his servant is in a complete 

panic.  We pick it up at 2 Kings 6:15, it says:  When the servant 

of the man of God rose early in the morning and wen t out, behold, 

an army with horses and chariots was all around the  city.  And the 

servant said, "Alas, my master!  What shall we do?"   He said, "Do 

not be afraid, for those who are with us are more t han those who 

are with them."   Those who are with Elisha and his servant, they 

were not human.  And they were everywhere.  You kno w, Elisha prays 

that God would open up his servant's eyes and give him a vision of 

what is really taking place outside of his senses.  And we pick up 
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in verse 17.  It says:  Then Elisha prayed and said, "O LORD, 

please open his eyes that he may see."  So the LORD  opened the eyes 

of the young man, and he saw, and behold, the mount ain was full of 

horses and chariots of fire all around Elisha.   Elisha's prayer was 

that his servant would see life in the spirit world  as it really 

is, as it's taking place right here and right now.  And God in 

answer to that prayer, he kind of peels back the cu rtain and he 

gives him a vision of what is actually taking place .  You know, I 

would love to be able to pray that same prayer and see what his 

servant saw, but my guess and my guess for all of u s, the terror of 

that would be overwhelming.  Suffice it to say that  we are at war.  

And when you're in a war, there will always be what  we call 

collateral damage.  And part of living on this eart h is knowing 

that that collateral damage at some point is going to impact every 

single one of us.  

And there's another tact that this chapter speaks t o as well and it 

applies equally to every single one of us, whether we are in the 

middle of a spiritual battle or merely just sitting  on the 

sidelines.  And it's how God cares for us when we a re in the middle 

of that battle, when we are receiving the collatera l damage.  

Daniel is absolutely devastated by the news he rece ives, but along 

with that devastating news comes three different ex pressions of 

God's love and his care for Daniel and they also ap ply to us.  You 
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see, first the angel speaks comfort to Daniel telli ng him that he 

is loved.  And secondly he touches him physically.  And thirdly he 

encourages Daniel by opening up to him some of thos e aspects of 

spiritual warfare that he knew nothing about.  So w e see in this 

passage the Spirit of Christ talking to Daniel, tea ching Daniel and 

then touching him as well.  The implications for us  are these:  

When the spiritual war and its collateral damage im pacts us, God 

does the very same thing.  First he tells us, he te lls us that we 

are loved, he talks to us and says that.  He says i t to us through 

his word.  And secondly he touches us.  And thirdly  he teaches us. 

Now you may say well, okay, fine, if I actually had  that treatment, 

if God spoke to me and he told me that he loved me,  if he touched 

me physically in some kind of way and finally encou raged me by 

opening up to me all that the kingdom of God is abo ut in his word, 

then I could probably go through just about anythin g.  Well but 

here's the catch.  God does do that.  And he does i t now and he 

does it today and he does it in the lives of his pe ople and he does 

it through his word and through his church.  Christ  first tells 

Daniel something he desperately needs to hear.  He says it in verse 

11, he says:  And he said to me, "O Daniel, man greatly loved."   

You know, God tells Daniel in the midst of all of t his bad news 

that he's receiving that he is loved.  What's the f irst reaction 

that you have when you receive bad news?  For most of us it's 

bewilderment followed by either guilt or anger.  Yo u know guilt if 
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we believe that God is angry at us for some sin tha t we've 

committed or anger because we believe that God coul d not do this to 

us when we've been trying so hard to lead such good  lives.  Neither 

reaction is proper, neither reaction is correct.  A nd Daniel's a 

perfect example of someone receiving bad news who f its neither 

category.  The Spirit of Christ assures him in the midst of this 

bad news that he is stil l loved by God.  And God's word does that 

job every single day.  And this is the job that God  has now also 

assigned to the church.  

Paul says in Colossians 1:24, he says:  Now I rejoice in my 

sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I am fill ing up what is 

lacking in Christ's afflictions for the sake of his  body, that is, 

the church.   Now obviously there's nothing lacking in the effi cacy 

or the effect of Christ's afflictions, I mean, his death on the 

cross we all know it paid in full the price for eve ry one of his 

sheep.  The only thing that's lacking in Christ's a fflictions is 

his physical presence.  Christ is not here.  He's r ight now at the 

right hand of the Father in heaven.  And that's wha t Paul is 

referring to.  Paul is saying by his presence, by h is life, by his 

suffering, by his caring, he is fil l ing up Christ's  absence.  Well 

that's the role that we have now today, I mean, we stand physically 

in the place where Christ once stood.  We are the b ody of Christ.  

In a literal sense we are his hands, we are his fee t and we are his 
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tongue.  And when someone is struggling and despera tely needs to 

know that he or she is loved by God, how can they k now they are 

accepted in the beloved unless either through God's  word or through 

God's people they are spoken that love into their l ives.  And 

that's what God charges us to do.  He says this in Romans 12:15, he 

says:  Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who  weep.  

And in Galatians 6:2 he says:  Bear one another's b urdens, and so 

fulfil l the law of Christ.   See, the point is God still touches his 

people today and he does it through his word and he  does it through 

his church.  

Let me give you an example.  I want to revisit an e xample I 

recently shared with you.  I was reminded of this a  few weeks back.  

My daughter Lydia and her sister Abby flew out from  Colorado to 

surprise Bethany for her baby shower and Lydia was on her way back 

to Colorado Springs, and she was carrying with her a gift that 

Sarah had made for her.  It was a piece of artwork.   It was an 

inscribed piece of artwork and it simply had the st atement on it in 

quotes, "I am a child of God."  There's a history h ere that bears 

repeating.  I've spoken of this before.  Because th at piece of 

artwork represented in a very unique way a way in w hich the church 

spoke for Jesus.  In this case Jesus spoke to my da ughter Lydia 

through his word, through the church by means of a complete 

stranger.  Now I shared with you all back, this was  about a year or 
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so ago, a little more than a year, Lydia was in Jac ksonville, 

Florida suffering from a deep, deep depression.  An d she was 

feeling as if God couldn't possibly love and care f or her in the 

state that she was in.  And she was in church on a Sunday morning.  

And she was trying to worship and she was locked in  this battle 

with the enemy and she kept telling herself that Go d really, really 

did love her and that in fact he had a name that wa s written just 

for her in heaven because she was that special to h im, and that's 

God's word at work.  You know, the devil's not goin g to give up 

that easily and so he was insisting that she was si mply a nobody 

before God.  And during that church's worship servi ce that morning, 

they played a song that Lydia had been listening to  all week, and 

it had the lyrics that spoke God's word and the lyr ics were:  "I am 

no longer a slave to sin.  I am a child of God."  A nd she wrote me 

about the experience.  This is what she -- I'm just  quoting what 

she wrote to me.  She said this:  "I couldn't pay a ttention to the 

sermon and I was in a particularly bad spot emotion ally and 

spiritually.  The worship team started to play this  song.  I 

immediately perked up and was like, oh, okay, I lov e this song.  I 

can listen, I can worship.  As soon as I had decide d this, Satan 

began to whisper to me, 'You're a child of God?  So  what?  So are 

the hundreds of other people in this church.  You k now what?  Make 

that millions, millions of other people in the worl d singing this 

song.  You aren't special!  You may be a child but you are one of 
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billions!  How can you be that important to God?'"  She says:  

"That's when I tried to battle it with verses like God has a name 

just for me that he only knows in heaven, et cetera , but that 

didn't really work.  So I just sort of went back in to my slump 

feeling particularly small and unnoticed by God."  She said she was 

locked in this battle with the enemy and when the s ervice ended, 

everybody didn't just run out the door, the pastor gathered 

everybody in the congregation, he said I want to ha ve a time of 

prayer.  And during that time of prayer, a woman th at she had never 

laid on eyes on before made her way to her side.  A nd again Lydia 

writes.  She says this:  "She laid hands on me and didn't speak for 

a long time.  Finally she looked directly at me and  said, "Can I 

tell you something that I feel God wants me to tell  you?"  I said, 

'Yes' and she said 'He wants you to know that he se es you.  You are 

his beloved.  You are his pearl and he sees and he loves you so 

much.'  That's God's word.  That's God's word worki ng through God's 

people.  Lydia said, she went on to say that God kn ew exactly how 

he made me and that he makes no mistakes and he mad e me exactly how 

he wanted me to be.  She said she knew right then a nd there that 

God was speaking to her anxiety and depression and the feeling she 

had had ever since she was a little girl, that she was broken and 

damaged goods.  Lydia went on to say this, she said , "This is 

exactly what you were talking about in that text, G od uses the 

church to speak to us.  I stil l can't repeat this s tory without 
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tearing up.  I am thankful that woman let the Holy Spirit move 

through her.  She couldn't have possibly known the thoughts I was 

having related to that song."  

You know Lydia is -- she's doing fantastically well  after she's 

moved back to Colorado with her husband and her lit tle boy Jackson.  

And of course it figures, the one kid that I get to  go to Florida 

stays there for a year and now she's left.  And as she left she was 

given this artwork as I was speaking to and the art work was put 

together by Sarah and given to her just so that she  could remind 

herself that just like God had done with Daniel, Go d had indeed 

spoken to her.  And he spoke his word to her and he  spoke it 

through a complete stranger and he spoke it through  the church.  

You see in God's economy nothing is wasted.  I've s aid many, many 

times all things work together for good includes al l things.  That 

means the good things and the bad things and someti mes the awful 

things, 'cause even those things God can make work together for 

good.  And one of the things that I said to Lydia a bout her 

experience is that years from now when she sees a y oung woman in 

the exact same situation that she's in perhaps in a  church setting, 

she'll be able to relate to her like no one else ca n.  You see, God 

speaks using the experiences we go through as a mea ns of touching 

others as we see them go through the very same expe rience.  I mean 

God says it is he who comforts us in our affliction, so that we may 
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be able to comfort those who are in any affliction,  with the 

comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by Go d.   Now that 

comfort of God comes mainly today through his word and his church.  

You have no idea of the amount of comfort you might  be sharing with 

someone as a part of a far greater picture that God  is painting 

through his church.  You know it was Ken Bontrager who said that he 

thinks one of the most important times for this chu rch is the time 

that we spend right after the service ends and peop le are gathered 

around in pockets of small groups just kind of touc hing base with 

one another.  That's sort of what was happening whe n this stranger 

spoke to my daughter and that's often times when Go d can speak to 

people through the church, and sometimes it's that way, sometimes 

it's more formal, sometimes it may be a counseling session or a 

prayer meeting but sometimes it's just people shoot ing the breeze.  

I know there's quite a bit of encouragement that go es back and 

forth between these folks and I see it and I hear i t and I get 

encouraged by that as well.  See I see it as just a  continuation of 

what God was doing in Daniel's life.  I mean God sp oke comfort to 

Daniel and God speaks comfort today and we are priv ileged to 

deliver that comfort.  

Now the second thing that happened to Daniel took p lace almost 

immediately after he received the bad news.  It was  then that the 

Spirit of God touched him.  Daniel 10:9  says:  Then I heard the 
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sound of his words, and as I heard the sound of his  words, I fell 

on my face in deep sleep with my face to the ground .  And behold, a 

hand touched me and set me trembling on my hands an d knees.   You 

know, Daniel had the most appropriate response to t he presence of 

the Spirit of God -- to the Spirit of Christ.  You know what Daniel 

does?  He falls on his face and he passes out.  Tha t's the right 

response.  You know the angel reaches out and he to uches him and he 

sets him on his hands and his knees then the angel once again 

speaks to Daniel and he's rendered speechless and s taring.  What 

does the angel do?  He touches him a second time.  Verse 15:  When 

he had spoken to me according to these words, I tur ned my face 

toward the ground and was mute.  And behold, one in  the likeness of 

the children of man touched my lips.  Then I opened  my mouth and 

spoke.   See, Daniel needed more than just words.  Daniel needed a 

touch from God.  And again in verse 18:  Again one having the 

appearance of a man touched me and strengthened me.   And he said, 

"O man greatly loved, fear not, peace be with you; be strong and of 

good courage."  And as he spoke to me, I was streng thened and said, 

"Let my lord speak, for you have strengthened me."   

You see sometimes just a spoken word is enough to b ring comfort and 

healing to somebody.  You know Lydia's example spea ks well to that, 

but sometimes folks need more than just words.  Som etimes they need 

a physical touch.  And the body of Christ demonstra tes the love of 
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Christ not only through words but through deeds as well.  Just last 

week Cyndi was dropping off a meal for Bethany and I was thanking 

her and she used that opportunity to say how incred ible she found 

the church to be, how faithful she found the church  to be in caring 

for them after Aedan's accident.  She said it meant  so much to her 

and she was delighted to be able to participate in giving back to 

somebody else.  And I just thought about that and I  thought what a 

marvelous things the body of Christ is and how it o perates in that 

way, just simply bringing a meal to somebody who is  struggling 

speaks wonders.  And I need to give a shout out to Emily.  She's 

doing a terrific job of seeing to it that people wh o are hurting 

receive the physical touch of something as tangible  as a meal.  

That's the body of Christ doing the work of Christ.   Jesus touched 

Daniel physically.  And we touch each other every t ime we go beyond 

words to deeds.  

You know I'm sure all of you have seen what's going  on in the back 

of church, you've seen what we have now is a large hole in the 

floor.  Well, you're going to be looking or you are  looking at a 

concrete example of what it means to have a physica l expression to 

the encouragement that words alone can't bring.  An d you all know 

this is a huge undertaking for us, but it 's more th an just putting 

in a lift.  This is us as a church making a stateme nt about our 

commitment to make the gospel accessible to everyon e.  And everyone 
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who contributes to this effort is doing their part to speak more 

than just words, and that is to speak deeds as well .  James has 

this to say about words that have no deeds.  He say s in James 2:14 :  

What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he ha s faith but does 

not have works?  Can that faith save him?  If a bro ther or sister 

is poorly clothed and lacking in daily food, and on e of you says to 

them, "Go in peace, be warmed and filled," without giving them the 

things needed for the body, what good is that?  So also faith by 

itself, if it does not have works, is dead.   

Well here's my question for us this morning.  Have you ever asked 

yourself what deeds can I point to that actually ba ck up my words?  

We have no shortage of opportunities going beyond w ords into deeds, 

and all it takes is a willingness to get involved.  I mean we just 

heard this morning about a warming station that's g oing into Port 

Jervis.  It 's designed to house the homeless and to  shelter them 

from bitterly cold nights.  You know we've already participated in 

a small way by helping pay the cost of the insuranc e they had for 

the first time this year but you see this, there wa s a whole lot of 

blank spaces on that, a whole lot of need for peopl e to just put 

deeds to their words.  Now you can volunteer to be one of those 

shelter monitors for one night a month or you could  provide a meal 

for those folks.  You know in our house for years n ow, there have 

been people who drive up the driveway who I don't k now and who I 
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haven't met and I don't think I'l l ever meet and th ey stop and they 

parked right in front of our barn and they open up their cars and 

they bring out bags and bags of clothes and they ju st leave them in 

the barn.  We've become a drop-off spot for people that donate 

clothing because Janice spends hours and hours sort ing through, 

going through all these different clothes then she brings them down 

to the Drew Methodist Church so they can be distrib uted to people 

that don't have anything.  There are shut-ins like Annie Weaver who 

long to have a visit and there's always people who need 

encouragement.  

One of the painful divisions that came out of the s ocial gospel of 

the 60's and the 70's was this so-called division o f care.  And it 

certainly looked like churches were divided.  I mea n they either 

cared for the physical needs of the people around t hem and paid 

very little attention to their spiritual needs or t hey were very 

concerned about sharing the gospel and not at all c oncerned about 

physical needs.  Anyone who reads the gospels has t o understand 

that God expects us to be deeply concerned not abou t one or the 

other but both.  Now listen to what God says in Matthew 25:33.  He 

says:  "And he will place the sheep on his right, but the goats on 

the left.  Then the King will say to those on his r ight, 'Come, you 

who are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom p repared for you 

from the foundation of the world.  For I was hungry  and you gave me 
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food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger and you 

welcomed me, I was naked and you clothed me, I was sick and you 

visited me, I was in prison and you came to me.'  T hen the 

righteous will answer him saying, 'Lord, when did w e see you hungry 

and feed you, or thirsty and give you drink?  And w hen did we see 

you a stranger and welcome you, or naked and clothe  you?  And when 

did we see you sick or in prison and visit you?'  A nd the King will 

answer them, 'Truly, I say to you, as you did it to  one of the 

least of these my brothers, you did it to me.'   I 've grown weary of 

liberal churches pointing to conservative churches about how often 

they fail at the simple commandment that our King h as made 

crystally clear to us.  And I grow weary of it beca use much of it 

is rooted in the truth.  There's no reason why the church cannot 

succeed in caring for the physical and spiritual ne eds of a 

community.  I mean it truly is the mark of a redeem ed people that 

they care for both. 

And finally we see in our text this morning the Spi rit of Christ 

teaching Daniel.  In verse 20 it says:  Then he sai d, "Do you know 

why I have come to you?"   Then in verse 21 he says:  "But I will 

tell you what is inscribed in the book of truth."   See the angel 

has talked to Daniel, he's encouraging him, telling  him he is 

beloved, he has repeatedly touched Daniel physicall y assuring him 

that his presence is real and now he opens up to Da niel to teach 
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some of the deep truths of God's word.  Verse 21:  "But I will tell 

you what is inscribed in the book of truth."   Well here's the 

point.  We today as Christ's church are charged wit h the very same 

thing.  We are charged with what we have seen the S pirit of Christ 

do to Daniel and we are charged as well.  We are to  tell people of 

the love of Christ, we are to touch them physically  with that love 

and if we stop right there, well, we've done them r eally no service 

at all.  I mean Daniel knew everything he needed to  know about a 

right relationship with his God.  What did Daniel k now?  Well, he 

knew that his faith in the shed blood of an animal was sufficient 

to cover his sin even if he didn't know that that s acrifice was 

only a picture of the real sacrifice that the very one who was 

speaking to him would one day endure.  It wouldn't be until 

centuries later that the Christ who appeared to Dan iel as an angel 

would leave heaven itself, take on flesh as a human  baby born to 

Mary and Joseph.  You know, we have the whole story .  We have the 

whole story that Daniel had just a little part of.  We know that 

baby would go on to live a perfect life and then of fer up that life 

on the cross as a substitute for our lives of sin.  We know that it 

is by faith in Christ's shed blood on the cross tha t we appropriate 

the righteousness of Christ.  Romans 5:1:  Therefore, since we have 

been justified by faith, we have peace with God thr ough our Lord 

Jesus Christ.   By faith Jesus made a way for us to be righteous 

before God.  There is no more important piece of in formation than 
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the one that we've been entrusted with.  That's the  gospel.  Jesus 

told Daniel what he needed to know, no more and no less.  And it 

wasn't the full gospel that we've been given but ra ther it was a 

broad based picture of what would happen to Israel in the near 

future into the kingdom of God in the distant futur e going all the 

way up to the return of Christ.  But you know, our task is not 

nearly that complicated.  We are simply charged wit h telling, 

touching and teaching the good news.  With telling people about the 

love of Christ, touching them physically with that love, and 

finally teaching them what is necessary to get righ t with God.  I 

just wish I could find a way to say this in a way t hat would get 

you more willing to speak up the words of the gospe l.  What I 

really want you to understand is that you can't -- I feel that 

people are so afraid they're going to mess up, they 're not going to 

get it right, they're going to get stuck and somebo dy's going to 

ask them a tough question.  You can't mess this up.   Well you can 

but God's going to make it so that you can't.  Trus t me.  Trust 

him.  

You know Greg Gilbert in his fine little book What Is The Gospel  

points out that on the most basic level the gospel is represented 

by only four words:  God, man, Christ, response.  J ust think of 

that, God, man, Christ, response.  God created all things including 

you and me.  Man has rebelled and put an impenetrab le barrier 
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between the Creator and us.  Christ became flesh to  tear down that 

barrier by giving us the ability to become righteou s through faith, 

and now God calls every single one of us to respond  to his offer of 

grace.  God, man, Christ, response.  That's the gos pel.  That's 

what's been entrusted to every single one of God's children.  And 

every single person who has come into the kingdom s ince Christ gave 

us the great commission has come into the kingdom b ecause someone 

has loved them enough to tell them.  You know, God makes that clear 

in Romans 10:13, he says:  For "everyone who calls on the name of 

the Lord will be saved."  How then will they call o n him in whom 

they have not believed?  And how are they to believ e in him of whom 

they have never heard?  And how are they to hear wi thout someone 

preaching?  And how are they to preach unless they are sent?  As it 

is written, "How beautiful are the feet of those wh o preach the 

good news!"   You know Paul says belief comes from hearing, hea ring 

comes from preaching, preaching comes from sending and that's all 

there is to it.  We participate in advancing the go spel by sending 

it forward by preaching it and then God supplies th e hearing ears 

that lead to belief and to salvation, so all of it is for the glory 

of God.  And I can honestly say we do the very firs t two parts 

well, I mean, we tell people that we're loved, we t ouch them with 

the love of Christ, we encourage one another to sha re the good news 

of the love of Christ on a personal level by the wa y we love one 

another and we communicate like Christ did to Danie l through 
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physical touch.  We are good at giving a tangible m easure of the 

love of Christ but we can do better still.  There a re plenty of 

opportunities out there for every single one of us to flesh out in 

deed the encouragement that we give in word.  But w hat I really 

hope and pray for us is a renewed sense of urgency of the third 

part.  That's the "but I will tell you what is inscribed in the 

book of truth" part.   We desperately need to grow our ability, our 

desire, our encouragement and our courage to trust that God is 

going to use us in sharing the most important messa ge we could ever 

share.  And that's the simple gospel that we are en trusted with.  

And now, now in this month more than any other time  during the 

year, now is the season where the defenses are down .  Now is the 

season where we have opportunity to share that gosp el.  So I would 

like to conclude this morning with a corporate pray er for each and 

every one of us as we go out into our families, as we go out into 

our communities, as we rub shoulders with people wh o are going to 

hell without this gospel, that we would have the co urage and the 

wisdom to just speak when God gives us opportunity.   So let's pray. 

Father, I just, I l ift up each and every one in thi s church and I 

thank you for the privilege that we have.  We are t he continuation 

of what it is that you gave to Daniel.  You told Da niel that we -- 

he was beloved.  You tell us in your word that we a re beloved.  You 

touch Daniel physically.  We can touch this communi ty physically.  
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And you taught Daniel what he needed to know, and w e can teach this 

community what they need to know but we need your h elp.  We need 

your grace, we need your power, we need your Holy S pirit to be able 

to just have the courage to speak.  Father, give ea ch and every one 

of us the opportunity as we interact with our famil y, with our 

friends with our community, give each of us the opp ortunity and the 

wisdom and the desire to share the good news, give us those 

opportunities.  We desperately want to share that n ews.  Give us 

the courage that needs to accompany it as well I pr ay in Jesus' 

name.  Amen.  

26


