
John (84): In My Father's House  

 

Chapters 14-16 constitute a single sermon—because our Savior is in the Upper Room, this sermon is often 

referred to as the Upper Room Discourse—before I come to consider it's opening 3 verses, let me suggest three 

things in summary... 

 

[1] It's loving—that is, our Savior was about to physical leave His disciples, and so He lovingly leaves them 

with these words—these are His last formal words to them—His final sermon—and dear brethren, it's a loving 

sermon...  

  

[2] It's instructing—that is, it's filled full of important instruction especially about the Person and Work of the 

Spirit—as we shall see, much of what He sees is very high doctrine—it's going to demand we cry to God for 

illumination (we are going to need the Spirit to understand about the Spirit)...    

 

[3] It's comforting—that is, it's filled with comforting reminders, to strengthen and encourage them in the face 

of great opposition—our Savior warns them (chs.15-16), they shall face great opposition—but they are to 

comfort—He will be with them by and in His Spirit...    

 

I.   A Potential Trouble—v1 

II.  A Prepared House—v2  

III. A Promised Return—v3  

 

I.   A Potential Trouble—v1 

 

1. V1—"Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe also in Me"—notice the causes and cures 

of heart trouble... 

2. [1] The causes of heart trouble—"Let not your heart be troubled"—the word rendered "troubled" means 

"to agitate or disturb..." 

3. It's the opposite of peace and calm—when our hearts are troubled, they are like a sea being tossed by wind 

and wave... 

4. Our hearts are like oceans, easily agitated—in fact they are like the Sea of Galilee, which changed 

quickly... 

5. Because of where it was located—winds would come down off the mountains and stir the waters into a 

storm... 

6. A fisherman might start the morning on a perfectly calm sea, only by mid-morning, to be overtaken by a 

storm... 

7. Well this is similar to our hearts—they can start the day still and calm, and before you know it, they are 

troubled and disturbed... 

8. The immediate cause of trouble for the disciples, was the departure of their Lord—He was about to leave 

them... 

9. They had been with Him for three years—they left everything for His sake—all of their hopes were tied to 

Him... 

10. There is little doubt that our Savior looked into their hearts, and saw the winds and waves beginning to 

move... 

11. I find in verse 1, another example of our Savior's love for His disciples—always concerned about them 

and not Himself... 

12. Here He is on the very verge of being betrayed, arrested, mocked, beaten, and crucified—and yet, He's 

concerned with others... 

13. But—we must remember that we too are prone to have heart trouble—our hearts are fragile and thus easily 

agitated... 

14. J.C. Ryle—"Heart-trouble is the commonest thing in the world. No rank, or class, or condition is exempt 

from it. No bars, or bolds, or locks can keep it out. Partly from inward causes and partly from outward—

partly from the body and partly from the mind—partly from what we love and partly from what we fear, 
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the journey of life is full of trouble. Even the best of Christians have many bitter cups to drink between 

grace and glory. Even the holiest saints find the world a vale of tears..." 

15. But—what are the causes behind our heart trouble—why are our hearts often agitated, disturbed, and 

troubled... 

16. [a] Religious reasons—that is, our sins trouble us, temptations trouble us, and the departure of Christ 

troubles us... 

17. Not that Christ actually departs, He has promised never to leave us, but the awareness of His presence 

does leave... 

18. For various reasons, most of which we've caused, we often feel distanced from Christ and from His 

presence... 

19. [b] Relational reasons—by this I mean, certain fears and sorrows associated with the well-being of others 

we love...  

20. Brethren, as long as we live in this world, and love those around us, we will always have reason to be 

troubled... 

21. [c] Social reasons—by this I mean, we simply look out over the affairs of this world, and our hearts are 

troubled... 

22. Brethren, how can it be otherwise—sin, pain, harm, destruction, suffering, and death, are on every side of 

us...   

23. Thus, for these reasons, and a thousand more, our hearts are easily troubled—peace and calmness flee 

away... 

24. [2] The cures of heart trouble—"you believe in God, believe also in Me"—our Savior provides a single 

remedy... 

25. V1a—"You believe in God (that is, you are presently trusting God), believe also in Me"—that is, trust Me 

also... 

26. Thus, our Savior isn't telling His disciples to trust God (he assumes that), but He telling them to trust Him 

also... 

27. Brethren, in this verse we have a very clear affirmation of our Savior full divinity and equality with the 

Father... 

28. We should trust Him just as we trust the Father—we should believe everything He says, just as we trust 

the Father...  

29. Believe everything He has said (in the previous chapters) and what He will say (in the chapters that 

follow)...  

30. Thus, our Savior lovingly anticipates His disciple's fears and sorrows, and He provides them with a perfect 

remedy...  

31. [a] Trust in His PROMISES—that is, trust or rely in His word—believe, from the heart, everything He 

says... 

32. Now, as we shall see in a moment, our Savior goes on to provide two wonderful promises we are to 

believe... 

33. But—we must believe every part of His word—what it says about Him, us, sin, salvation, the wicked, and 

eternity... 

34. But there is something very calming about His promises—His promises of salvation, provision, and 

protection... 

35. [b] Trust in His PERSON—that is, rely upon His power, love, grace, mercy, wisdom, patience, and 

faithfulness...  

36. The disciples had been with Him for over 3 yrs—they knew Him well—they knew His loving and faithful 

character...  

37. Rpov.18:10—"The name of the LORD is a strong tower; the righteous run to it and are safe"—safe from 

all their enemies... 

38. The name of the LORD refers to the character of the Lord—each attribute is as a chamber that hinds us 

from harm... 

39. [c] Trust in His PASSION—that is "His suffering"—"passion" comes from a Latin word that literally 

means "to suffer"... 

40. Thus, the disciples not only needed to trust His promises and person, but also His work—and esp His 

death... 
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41. Perhaps the best cure for a troubled heart (esp troubled for sin) is to reflect upon the fact that Christ was 

troubled for us...  

42. Jn.12:27—"Now My soul is troubled, and what shall I say? 'Father, save Me from this hour'? But for this 

purpose I came to this hour..." 

43. Oh soul why are you troubled for your sins—do you not know that Christ endured all your trouble in your 

place... 

44. While upon that cross, our Savior's sinless soul was troubled as He bore our sin and satisfied God's wrath 

for it... 

45. His soul was agitated as the winds of His Father's wrath came down upon Him—"Now My soul is 

troubled..."  

 

II.  A Prepared House—v2  

 

1. Verse 2 constitutes one of the promises we are to believe in order to calm our troubled hearts—it's a 

promise about heaven... 

2. Now—before we look at this verse, let me remind you that heaven takes place in two stages—one's 

temporary the others eternal (the intermediate and final states)l... 

3. When Christians die their souls are perfected and they go to heaven—to be absent from the body is to be 

present with the Lord... 

4. But that place is temporary, because according to v3, Christ is returning to earth to resurrect our bodies, 

and establish the new earth... 

5. Thus, we know from Rev.21, all that's presently in heaven, will, at Christ's return, come down to the new 

earth... 

6. But—let me clarify, verses 2 and 3 are both describing heaven—first in its initial stage, and then in its 

final stage... 

7. Thus, at this point, I want to suggest five things about heaven as found in our Savior's description in verse 

2... 

8. [1] It's a REAL place—by this I mean—there is an actual place, where Christ's glorified human nature 

resides... 

9. At times you might hear people say—Heaven is merely a condition of mind—it's a STATE and not a 

PLACE...  

10. Well, here we learn that our Savior was leaving earth and was going to an actual place, called His Father's 

house... 

11. Heaven, among many other things, is a real place—a place where Christ, Enoch, and Elijah's glorified 

bodies dwell... 

12. [2] It's a GLORIOUS place—our Savior refers to heaven as "My Father's house"—that is, the place where 

He lives... 

13. The concept of the "house of God" has rich OT significance—it's eventually applied to the temple—God's 

house... 

14. The temple was the place where God's special presence resided—the place where He uniquely revealed 

Himself... 

15. The NT Scriptures refer to the Church as the House of God—the place where He uniquely and specially 

dwells...   

16. Thus—the primary idea behind heaven being God's house is that it's the place where His glory is clearly 

seen... 

17. Or perhaps put another way—heaven is the place where God Himself resides—heaven is the very house of 

God... 

18. For example—a person usually reveals more of himself at home—he feels at liberty to actually be 

himself... 

19. Perhaps you have known someone from work, school, or church—only to see a different perspective of 

them at home (a fuller and truer perspective)... 

20. Well, my friends if this is true, then there's no place where we see God more clearly, then in heaven, His 

home.... 
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21. And I fear that people at times overlook this about heaven—the greatest thing about heaven is that God is 

there... 

22. Yes we shall have glorified bodies free from all pains and aches—yes we shall be free from sin and 

temptation... 

23. But what would these be without God—a man once said, Heaven without God would only be a glorified 

hell... 

24. My friends, we can hardly grasp what heaven will be like—to know God fully and behold the face of our 

Savior... 

25. 1Ki.10:6-7 (Queen of Sheba)—"Then she said to the king: It was a true report which I heard in my own 

land about your words and your wisdom. However I did not believe the words until I came and saw with 

my own eyes; and indeed the half was not told me. Your wisdom and prosperity exceed the fame of which 

I heard..." 

26. [3] It's a RESTFUL place—"In My Father's house are many mansions"—the word "mansions" means 

"dwelling places..." 

27. The imagery is to Eastern Palaces, that would include smaller dwelling places for every person within the 

royal family... 

28. Thus, the idea of "mansions" or better "dwelling places" underscore the concepts of individual rest and 

comfort... 

29. Here we have no true rest—this is not our home—we are only pilgrims walking through the desert of this 

world...  

30. Thus, in heaven we have permanent dwelling places—there we have our citizenship—there we have our 

HOME...   

31. Rev.14:13—"Write: Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on. Yes, says the Spirit, that they 

may rest from their labors, and their works follow them..." 

32. [4] It's a MASSIVE place—"In My Father's house are many mansions"—there are "many" mansions or 

dwellings... 

33. Heaven is not a small place, for there the redeemed of all time will reside—a multitude no man can 

number... 

34. I sometimes think Christians err on this point—they think that heaven is going to consist of a very small 

group... 

35. No—my friend, there shall be many people in heaven—it will be filled with people from every tribe and 

nation... 

36. Think of those who are already there—Moses, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, David, Solomon, Samson, Ruth, 

Ester, Isaiah, Jeremiah (and the rest of the prophets)... 

37. Peter is there, and Paul—James, Jude, Mary, Martha, Lazarus—but so are millions and millions more that 

we have never heard of... 

38. [5] It's a PREPARED place—"I go to prepare a place for you"—"to prepare" means—"to make ready or 

get ready..." 

39. This simply refers to the fact that Christ's return to heaven, will ensure that His elect people will follow 

Him...  

40. Now—that Christ enters heaven before us to prepare it for us, was typified in the OC, and the Day of 

Atonement... 

41. Once a year, the High Priest entered beyond the veil in to the Holy of Holies, wherein God's presence 

dwelt... 

42. The High Priest entered beyond the veil with two things—a basin of blood and a smaller alter burning 

incense... 

43. The blood was then poured (sprinkled) over the Mercyseat, all the while the aroma of the incense filled the 

room... 

44. Now all of this of course was typical—the High Priest was representing the people—he was preparing a 

way for them... 

45. He was symbolically and typically dealing with the one thing that separated God from man, that is, man's 

SIN... 

46. So too, when Christ returned to heaven, He did so as our High Priest, and He brought two things—blood 

and prayers... 



 5 

47. The first thing He did was, pour out His blood upon the Mercyseat—that is, He pays the debt we own for 

sin... 

48. But that is not all that He did—He then began to pray that the merit of His blood would be applied to His 

people... 

49. Thus—to put it a bit simplistic—by "preparing a place for us" our Savior is praying the merits of His 

blood... 

50. In fact, we find insight into what our Savior prays for in John 17, wherein our Savior pulls back the veil to 

His prayers... 

51. If we were to take the time to look at that chapter we would find, our Savior prays we would be saved, 

sanctified, and glorified... 

52. J.C. Ryle—"He enters heaven as their High Priest, presenting the merit of his sacrifice for their sins. he 

removes all barriers that sin made between them and God. He appears as their substitute and representative, 

and claims a right of entry for all His believing members. He intercedes continually for them at God's right 

hand; and makes them always acceptable in Himself, though unworthy in themselves. He bears their 

names mystically, as the High Priest, on His breast; and introduces them to the court of heaven before they 

get there..." 

53. Thus, in order to bring peace and comfort to the troubled hearts of His disciples, our Savior reminds them 

of heaven... 

54. Now—before I leave v2 and come to v3—I want to first wrestle with two practical and personal 

questions... 

55. [a] Why does Christ remind His disciples about heaven—well, I hope the answers to this question are 

obvious... 

56. Our Savior wanted His disciples to know that this world is not their home—they are merely passing 

through...  

57. Our Savior wanted His disciples to have HOPE—hope is best defined as "the confidence expectation of 

future things..." 

58. Oh my friends—a people with hope are a very powerful people—hope gives joy, encouragement, and 

strength... 

59. [b] Why do most Christians think so little about heaven—this is a very difficult question for me to 

answer... 

60. I obviously can NOT answer for every Christian—but let me suggest a few reasons true of me, and likely 

true of you... 

61. [i] We simply lack assurance that we're going to heaven—I really fear this is true of many (if not most) 

Christians... 

62. They may never admit it, but they know it—whenever they read about heaven in the Bible the skip over it 

quickly... 

63. Why—because they are not interested in heaven—NO, of course not—every person is interested in 

heaven... 

64. But because they are not fully sure whether or not heaven is their home, and thus, heaven actually troubles 

them...  

65. Isn't it tragic, that a subject intended to bring peace and calm, actually brings trouble—brethren, this 

should not be... 

66. Now obviously, to deal with the broader topic of assurance at this point is not possible, but let me ask two 

questions... 

67. First—do you desire to go to heaven in the right way, Secondly—do you desire to go to heaven for the 

right reasons  

68. [ii] We are simply too preoccupied with this present world—that is, we fail to take time to think about 

heaven... 

69. [iii] We are simply too ignorant about what heaven is really like—that is, we have faulty notions about 

heaven... 

70. I fear a lot of Christians think of heaven as floating on clouds for all eternity—no, heaven is ultimately a 

redeemed earth... 

 

III. A Promised Return—v3  
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1. Verse 3 provides another glorious promise we are to believe—let's examine it in three parts—[1] He will 

come again... 

2. That is—He will return to earth, raise His people from the dead, arraign and judge all men, and redeem 

this earth... 

3. [2] He will receive us to Himself—this refers to Christ gathering before Him His perfected and glorified 

Bride... 

4. This word "receive" refers to a "formal reception" similar to one that takes place at a wedding"—it here 

refers to the Wedding Feast of the Lamb... 

5. [3] He will be with us forever—that is, the glorified church will be with Christ on the new earth, for all 

eternity...  

6. Most of you know that the Jews practiced a two-tier wedding—the couple was betrothed and then there 

came the Wedding Feast... 

7. After the betrothal (which resulted in a legal marriage), the Groom left the Bride, to prepare a house for 

her... 

8. After a few years he returned to receive his bride to himself, and afterwards the couple lived together for 

the rest of their lives... 

9. Well, Christ has already betrothed us (we are presently His bride), and He has gone to prepare a place for 

us... 

10. And dear troubled Christian, He will come again—and this time, He will never leave us again—no—not 

for all eternity... 

 


