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What it means to seek the honor which comes from God is the subject of this sermon this 
morning.  The word which is translated “honor” in the King James and the New King James 
version, is translated “glory” in the New American Standard and the ESV.  The word is doxan…. 
(doxan)  The honor which our God expects should come to Him, in the way that we regard Him,  
is a reverential respect whereby we esteem Him, we praise Him, and we have the utmost regard 
for His works and His Word.  We give Him the glory which is due His name.  Giving God this 
glory is our worship of Him.  All of this glory, praise, and honor which are given to God the 
Father, and God the Spirit, are also due to Jesus Christ our Lord because He is God made 
manifest in the flesh.  Because of the wonderful work of healing which was done upon the lame 
man, which is recorded earlier in this chapter, honor and praise should have been given to Him 
by the scribes and Pharisees, and rulers of Israel.  But they did not.  Jesus said in verse 41 that 
He did not need the honor which came from any man in order to fulfill His mission of saving 
sinners, but nevertheless, it should have been shown to Him.   
       If you honor God, by having faith in Jesus Christ, then God will honor you.  If those who 
listened to Jesus that day failed to seek the honor that comes from God, you and I who are 
listening to this sermon and hearing these truths, should not fail to seek for the honor which 
comes from God.   We should see where these ultra-religious men made their fatal mistake, and 
avoid it at all costs.  Therefore, I want to set before you what is absolutely essential in the mind 
of Christ if you would seek to honor Him, and also honor God the Father and God the Spirit, by 
having faith in Him.  1st of all – To rightly seek to honor God and be honored by God you must 
have the love of God in yourself. (verses 40-42)  2nd – To rightly seek to honor God and to be 
honored by God, you must understand that Jesus came in His Father’s name. (verses 43 and 44)  
And 3rd – To rightly seek to honor God and to be honored by God you must believe that Moses’ 
writings will point you to Christ. (verses 45-47) 
1st of all – To rightly seek to honor God and be honored by God you must have the 
love of God in yourself. 
       Verse 40 says: “But you are not willing to come to Me that you may have life.”  “I do not 
receive honor from men.”  “But I know you, that you do not have the love of God in you.”  The 
proof that these men who Jesus was speaking to did not know God, even though they were very 
religious, was that they did not have the love of God in them, He says.  Now, I hope that you 
understand that the first and greatest commandment of God’s holy law is to love God Himself.  
Deuteronomy 6, verse 4 says: “Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one!”  “You shall 
love the Lord you God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your strength.”  “And 
these words which I command you today shall be in your heart.”  These men who Jesus was 
speaking with probably thought that they did love God because they believed that they had a zeal 
for keeping God’s commandments.  They thought that they were zealous for the Sabbath and 
therefore when Jesus healed the lame man at the pool of Siloam, earlier in this chapter, they 
sought to kill Him.  They sought all the more to kill Him when He said that God was His Father, 
making Himself equal with God.   
       They had preconceived notions in their thinking; notions which did not come from the 
Scriptures, but from their own fallen hearts.  One of their preconceived notions was that He was 
not the Christ; He was not their promised Messiah.  They never really searched the matter out. 
The reason that they did not believe that He was their Messiah was that He did not submit 
Himself to their understanding of the Scriptures; their legalistic way of thinking about the way of 
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salvation.  They mistakenly thought that honoring their leaders legalistic expectations was what 
would win them favor with God.  But, let us be clear, this was never true then, and it is never 
true now.  Being a Christian is not being a man-pleaser.  You are not being called to follow any 
man farther than they are following Christ.  Following the rules of men which they will attempt 
to impose upon Scriptures, and impose upon you, will only bring you under a curse.  This, Christ 
knew; and He sometimes warned  His fellow-countrymen about it.  He knew that to truly honor 
God, that men had to quit trying to exalt themselves, and quit following men who were trying to 
exalt themselves.  Luke 14: 11 – “For whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and he who 
humbles himself will be exalted.”   
       Jesus knew full well that these men did not have the love of God in them.  It does not honor 
God to be a legalist.  It does not honor God to think that you have the ability within yourself, as 
you are as a sinner, to do and keep the commandments of God so as to inherit eternal life.  It 
does not honor God to refuse to believe that you must have spiritual life given to you by Jesus so 
that you might truly come to know God.  No person who does not have the life of Jesus Christ in 
their life can please God; living life according to their own understanding.  The natural man does 
not receive the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; nor can he know 
them, because they are spiritually discerned.” (1st Corinthians 2: 14)  It takes having the love of 
God in your heart to be able to learn to see things His way, and to do things His way, in order to 
keep the commandments of God rightly.  And so this is why Jesus kept insisting to this self-
righteous Pharisees that they had to believe in Him.   
       You first of all have to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ in order that you might be forgiven of 
all of your sins, and then when that takes place, you will be justified in God’s sight; you will be 
declared righteous on the basis of your having believed in Jesus.  Why do you need to believe in 
Jesus?  Because He alone is the only perfectly righteous man who has ever lived, and He has 
lived a perfectly righteous life on behalf of each and every sinner who will trust in Him for 
salvation.   Do you see your need of Christ?  Do you consider yourself a sinner?  Do you see that 
you need Jesus to save you from all of your sins?  You cannot change your own heart.  You 
cannot make up for what you have done that God is not pleased with.  God must punish you for 
your sins if you will not believe in Jesus.  Your righteousness is like a garment full of holes. And 
some people wear that garment proudly as if it were the finest of garments.  But you must be 
clothed in righteousness divine, if you would be forgiven; if you would honor God and worship 
Him aright.   
       When you believe in Jesus, His righteousness, the righteousness of God is imputed to you; it 
is charged to your legal account, and all of your sins are imputed, they were and are charged to 
the Lord Jesus as He died upon the cross.  That is the great transaction of salvation.  It is not 
that God honors you and your obedience, which is a very flawed obedience at the very best, and 
very sinful, and selfish, and self-justifying at its very worst.  God has ordained that the way that 
you can honor Him is by believing in the gospel.  It is faith in Christ that honors God.  It is your 
believing in Christ and all that He did in His obedience and His sufferings; this is what brings 
you to God, and this is what changes your heart so that you will be able to honor Him by the way 
that you live your life.  You are truly seeking to honor God in the moment that you believe in 
Christ.  God justifies you on this basis.  He declares you righteous in your legal standing before 
Him.  And He forgives all of your sins for Jesus’ sake.   
       Think with me about the words of Romans chapter 5, verses 1-6 – “Therefore, having been 
justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom also we 
have access (we have obtained our introduction) by faith into this grace in which we stand, and 
rejoice in the hope of the glory of God.”  “And not only that, but we also glory in tribulations, 
knowing that tribulation produces perseverance; and perseverance, character, and character, 
hope.”  “Now hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out in our 
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hearts by the Holy Spirit who was given to us.”  “For when we were still without strength, (while 
we were still helpless, NASB) in due time Christ died for the ungodly.”  Now, I hope that you can 
see that the unbelieving people among the Jews had none of these good things that were just 
described for us here in these verses.  They were not justified in the sight of God because they 
did not have faith in Jesus Christ.  They did not have peace with God because they would not 
believe in Jesus’ being righteous; His being a sinless man who was going to make a sinless 
sacrifice,  so that God could declare them righteous.  They could not glory in tribulations because 
they thought that all of their strength to persevere, to continue on trying to keep the law, came 
from themselves.  They were no doubt often disappointed because their hope of being accepted 
by God rested upon whether they could live according to the man-made rules of the Pharisees, 
and what the leaders of Israel imposed upon them.   
       But, I want you to understand that a Christian’s hope is never disappointed, because the love 
of God has been poured out in their heart by the Holy Spirit who was given to them, when they 
believed in Jesus.  Let me ask you whether you have come to know the reality of these things of 
which I speak?  You say to me: I do not have the strength to live the Christian life and persevere 
in doing all that God has commanded me to do.  I would answer – You are right in this 
conclusion, but you do not yet understand the power of God as you should.  It is when we were 
without strength that Christ died for the ungodly.  The only thing that you need to see is this very 
thing; that you are ungodly if you have not yet believed in Jesus.  You are indeed without 
righteousness and strength sufficient to do what God is expecting you to do.  But Jesus died for 
this very thing, so that you would have power to become a child of God.   He died so that when 
you believe in Him things will really change for you, and you really will find righteousness and 
strength that you must have in order to live your life to God in a way that really will be pleasing 
to Him.   
2nd – To rightly seek to honor God and to be honored by God, you must understand 
that Jesus came in His Father’s name. (verses 43 and 44)   
       “I have come in My Father’s name, and you do not receive Me; if another comes in his own 
name, him you will receive.”  “How can you believe, who receive honor from one another, and do 
not seek the honor that comes from the only God?”  Jesus did not live seeking the honor of men, 
in the way that He lived His life before these scribes and Pharisees and rulers of Israel.  He 
sought the honor of God.  He came in His Father’s name.  That is, He came into this world in 
order to perfectly represent God and His will to fallen man, and to make a way of salvation for all 
men to consider, and enter in to, if they would know God and have eternal life.  As it says in 
Hebrews chapter 1, verse 2 – “God has in these last days spoken to us by His Son, whom He has 
appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the worlds; who being the brightness 
of His glory and the express image of His person, and upholding all things by the word of His 
power, when He had by Himself purged our sins, sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on 
high, having become so much better than the angels, as He has by inheritance obtained a more 
excellent name than they.”   
       The Father is great and exalted in holiness, but the Lord Jesus was equal with the Father in 
every way, in His Deity.  When Jesus said that the Father was greater than He, in John 14: 28 it 
was only in relation to His condition and circumstances as a Man and a Mediator, not in relation 
to their equality in Deity.  In another place, He said: “I and the Father are one.”  And so we as we 
speak to others, and as we think upon this truth ourselves, let us rejoice in the fact that Christ 
Jesus came into the world to save sinners.  He would be able to save sinners because He 
perfectly represented the Person of God the Father.   He set forth the Father’s love to them and 
the Father’s purpose to have a people for His own possession for all of eternity.  
        The value of His ministry to all men, in the miracles that He did, should have been honored 
by the Jews of that day.  And if any man would be wise in honoring God, let them remember the 
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miracles that Jesus did; let them think about them one by one.  Because each and every one of 
them speaks as a type of what the Father and the Son do in the salvation of sinners.  He gave 
sight to the blind, He gave hearing to the deaf, and He made the lame to walk.  All of these 
wonderful miracles were done to show us in our time and generation what God does in the 
salvation of sinners.  He the gift of regeneration of the spirit of fallen sinner, He opens the eyes 
of the heart, He opens the ears of the heart to listen to His word, and He opens the heart itself to 
desire to believe that faith in Jesus is needed.  And once this good gift of regeneration is given, 
even so life is then given in an on-going sense in order to serve God, and to really walk in His 
holy ways. 
      In these good works, the Father’s attributes were being displayed to the people of that day so 
that they might be saved.  People are saved because Jesus was, and He is, God. Colossians 
chapter 1, and verses 15-17: “He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation.”  
“For by Him all things were created that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and 
invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers.”  “All things were created 
through Him and for Him.”  “And He is before all things, and in Him all things consist.”  When it 
says that He is the firstborn over all creation, Paul did not mean to say that was simply the 
highest of all created beings.  In His deity He was uncreated.  Indeed all things were created 
through Him.  Psalm 49, verse 7 says – “No man can by any means redeem his brother or give to 
God a ransom for him – for the redemption of his soul is costly, and he should cease trying 
forever – that he should live on eternally, that he should not undergo decay.”  But the Lord 
Jesus, because He was God and Man, could give a ransom for his soul that he should live on 
eternally and should not undergo decay.  Praise God that it is so.   
         But we should understand that when Jesus came into this world, He came to perfectly 
represent the will of God to all men.  He “came to His own,” as it says in John 1: 11, “but His own 
did not receive Him.”  The implication was that they should have received Him.   Why did they 
not receive Him?  It was because He was telling them that they were sinners.  They thought that 
they were righteous, but they had murder in their hearts towards God’s pure and perfect Son.  
He was telling them that it was the will of the Father that they believe in Him; for He was the 
Son of God, their Christ,  and their Lord, and He was about to become their Savior. They should 
have been able to tell by the way that He spoke, the things that He spoke, and by the things that 
He did, that He was perfectly representing the Father, and that He was everything that He said 
that He was.   
       Now let us ask ourselves, having heard all these things, whether we are in the constant habit 
of honoring God or men.  Ungodly, unbelieving people will honor men, but they will not honor 
God.  They will receive honor from one another.  This person is great because he does this.  This 
person is great because he does that.  But God is not honored; God, who is the Maker of all 
persons, and the One who has given to them everything that has made them great, or wise, or 
useful, or good.  Should not the honor go to God.  Indeed it should!  Why do we focus so much 
on the man as though he were something great?   Let us give glory to God.  Indeed, let us give all 
the glory to God, for the things that He does; both the spiritual things that He does and brings, 
and then raising up men in every generation who will do great things and act wisely because He 
has given them grace through our Lord Jesus Christ.    
       Psalm 71: 5 – “O Lord God, You are my confidence from my youth.”  “By You I have been 
sustained from my birth; You are He who took me from my mother’s womb; my praise is 
continually of You.”  “I have become a marvel to many, for You are my strong refuge.”  “My 
mouth is filled with You praise and with Your glory (that is – honoring You God), all day long.” 
Psalm 144: 1 – “Blessed be the Lord, my rock, who trains my hands for war, and my fingers for 
battle; my lovingkindness and my fortress, my shield and He in whom I take refuge, who 
subdues my people under me.”  “O Lord, what is man, that You take knowledge of him?”  “Man 
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is a mere breath; His days are like a passing shadow.”  Psalm 146: 1 – “Praise the Lord!”  “Praise 
the Lord, O my soul!”  “I will praise the Lord while I live; I will sing praises to my God while I 
have my being.”  “Do not trust in princes, in mortal man, in whom there is no salvation.”  “His 
spirit departs, he returns to the earth; in that very day his thoughts perish.”  “How blessed is he 
whose help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is in the Lord his God, who made heaven and earth, 
the sea and all that is in them; who keeps faith forever; who executes justice for the oppressed; 
who give food to the hungry.”  “The Lord sets the prisoners free.”  “The Lord opens the eyes of 
the blind; the Lord raises up those who are bowed down; the Lord loves the righteous; the Lord 
protects the strangers; He supports the fatherless and the widow, but he thwarts the way of the 
wicked.”  “The Lord will reign forever, Your God O Zion, to all generations.”  “Praise the Lord.”  
       Jesus said to these Jews, “How can you believe, when you receive glory from one another 
and you do not seek the glory, that is the praise, that is from the one and only God?”  This is the 
great problem of all false religion; it loves the praise of men, and not the praise that is from the 
one and only God.”  John 12: 37 says: “But although He had done so many signs before them, 
they did not believe in Him, that the word of Isaiah the prophet might be fulfilled which spoke: 
‘Lord, who has believed our report?”  “And to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?”  
“Therefore they could not believe, because Isaiah said again: ‘He has blinded their eyes and 
hardened their heart, lest they should see with their eyes and understand with their heart, lest 
they should turn, so that I should heal them.”  “These things Isaiah said when he saw His (that is 
Christ’s) glory and spoke of Him.”  “Nevertheless even among the rulers many believed in Him, 
but because of the Pharisees they did not confess Him, lest they should be put out of the 
synagogue; for they loved the praise of men more than the praise of God.” 
         You see, this was the real problem; these Pharisees, if they did not believe in Christ, they 
were not true Jews in God’s sight.  Listen to Romans 2: 28 – “For he is not a Jew who is one 
outwardly, nor is that circumcision which is outward in the flesh; but he is a Jew inwardly, and 
circumcision is that of the heart, in the Spirit, and not in the letter; who praise is not from men 
but from God.”  God can praise a person whose heart has been circumcised; whose heart has 
been changed by the grace of Christ.  In this verse, the word “praise” means – to honor.  God will 
praise those who are faithful to live their lives unto Him by means of the Holy Spirit’s working 
the grace of the our Lord Jesus Christ into their hearts.  He who honors God, God will honor.  
Let us ask ourselves whether we are seeking the praise of men or of God.  If we seek the praise of 
God, we will come to see people around us in the right way.  We will not envy them or be 
excessively looking for their approval in what we do; neither will we ignore what God might want 
to teach us through them, but we will truly appreciate what another Christian might be able to 
teach us, and not simply because they are famous or popular.  
3rd – To rightly seek to honor God and to be honored by God you must believe that 
Moses’ writings will point you to Christ.  
       Verse 45 – “Do not think that I shall accuse you to the Father; there is one who accuses you 
– Moses, in whom you trust.”  “For if you believed Moses, you would believe Me; for he wrote 
about Me.”  “But if you do not believe his writings, how will you believe My words.”  This was the 
real problem with these Jews who Jesus was speaking to; they were trusting in Moses.  They 
were trusting in the law that he had given, that they would be saved by attempting to keep it.  
But Jesus said: “If you believed Moses, you would believe in Me, for he wrote about me.  This is 
the famous passage in Deuteronomy 18, verse 15 and following: “The Lord your God will raise up 
for you a Prophet like me from your midst, from your brethren.”  “Him you shall hear, according 
to all you desired of the Lord your God in Horeb in the day of the assembly, saying, ‘Let me not 
hear again the voice of the Lord my God, nor let me see this great fire anymore, lest I die.” “And 
the Lord said to me: ‘What they have spoken is good.”  “I will raise up for them a prophet like 
you from among their brethren, and will put My words in His mouth, and He shall speak to 
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them all that I command Him.” “And it shall be that whoever will not hear My words, which He 
speaks in My name, I will require it of him.”   This was a clear prophecy of our Lord Jesus Christ.  
Jesus was saying that Moses in his writings pointed to Him, and the Jews should listen to Him 
because He spoke in God’s name.  If they would not listen, God would require it of that person.  
God will require an accounting from the Jew who would not believe, but God will require an 
accounting of whoever will not hear His words and not believe in Him.  This applies not only to 
Jews, but also to Gentiles.  The Jews of that day were trusting in Moses, but all Moses could do 
for them at that point was to accuse them.  If you do not believe Moses’ writings, how will you 
believe in Jesus’s words?   
       This is a good thought to close this message with.  Without faith in Jesus, the law can only 
accuse you and condemn you because your heart, by nature, is not perfect before Him.  Only 
Jesus was perfect before God in His entire obedience for His whole life.  The letter of the law 
cannot save you, but because of Jesus, the Holy Spirit can give you life.  It is the Father’s will 
give you life, through the Holy Spirit’s working in your heart, if you believe in Jesus.  Listen to 
John chapter 16, verses 7-11.  “Nevertheless I tell you the truth.”  “It is to your advantage that I 
go away; for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you; but if I depart, I will send Him 
to you.”  “And when He has come, He will convict the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of 
judgment; of sin, because they do not believe in Me; of righteousness, because I go to My Father 
and you see Me no more; of judgment, because the ruler of this world is judged.”  Why do all the 
people in the world need to be convicted of their sins by the Holy Spirit?  Because they do not 
believe in Jesus.   
       How then do they come to the place where they believe in Jesus?  By the working of the Holy 
Spirit in accordance with the will of the Father.  You must be born again to see and to enter the 
kingdom of God.  Some always resist the Holy Spirit.  And some, who could have never come to 
Christ, without the Spirit’s working, are actually enabled to come and believe in Jesus.  They 
sweetly comply with the Father’s effectual call through faith in the gospel, because the Spirit is 
working savingly in their particular case.  Never believe the lie that you are saved by your works, 
or even by your perseverance after you come to Christ.  Salvation is all of grace, through faith, 
and that not of yourself; it is the gift of God, lest any should boast.  But the person who boasts in 
what the Lord Jesus has done for them, has received this gift of grace, and they will by that grace 
persevere to the end of their life because the Spirit will lead them to seek the honor and glory of 
God, by the way that they now live their life.  They live it unto Him, and not unto themselves. 
  
 


