
Advent 1 2014 

“The Need” 

 

When it comes to Christmas, I really don’t think you can start in the middle of the 

story! 

 Have you ever walked into a movie theater in the middle of the movie?  
o You begin watching intently but you are lost completely! Because of your 

bad timing you missed the whole foundation of the story. Can’t figure out the 

plot.  

o There are conversations and reactions taking place that make no sense at all to 

you. 

 Have you ever had your DVR malfunction and start recording in the middle 

of a show? Or only record half of a show because a football game went into 

overtime? 
o You missed half of your favorite show. 

o When it comes to Christmas you can’t start in the middle of the story.  

 

You can’t begin the narrative of the incarnation of Jesus Christ with the baby in 

the manger at Bethlehem. If you do, you will miss key elements of the narrative 

that make all the difference in your understanding. 

 

Why are the angels rejoicing over the birth of this baby?  

UNICEF estimates that there are just over 350,000 babies born every day. What 

makes this one so special? 

 Where did these Wise Men come from and who invited them? 

 There are Stars Moving, Angels Singing and Shepherds Quaking. Do you have any 

idea WHY? 

 

Over the next 4 weeks we are going to fill in the background surrounding the 

Advent of the Lord Jesus Christ. Here are the topics that we will be considering: 

1. Man’s Greatest Need  

2. God’s promised Seed (2 weeks) 

3. Christ’s Glorious Deed 

 

Man’s Greatest Need: 

Why did God send his one and only Son into the world? Why did Jesus Christ the 

eternal Son of God take on human flesh and dwell among men? 

 Answer: Because man had committed high treason against God in the Garden 

of Eden and in doing so the whole human race was separated from God and 

subject to His holy wrath. 

 Man desperately NEEDED a Deliverer. Someone who could satisfy the 

perfect justice of God and restore man to a right relationship with his creator. 

 SO man needed someone who could provide both justice and grace. 



 IN order for us to understand man’s desperate condition let’s go to the book 

of Genesis and take a hard look at the corrupt nature of man. 

 

Keep in mind according to the Biblical timeline, this narrative takes place a mere 

1600 years after man was created.  

 

Genesis 6: 5  The LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that 

every intention of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. 6  And the LORD 

was sorry that he had made man on the earth, and it grieved him to his heart. 7  So the 

LORD said, “I will blot out man whom I have created from the face of the land, man and 

animals and creeping things and birds of the heavens, for I am sorry that I have made 

them.” 

 God SAW,  God FELT,  God SAID. 

God SAW:  “The Lord saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and 

that every intention of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.” 

 Could you possibly get any more graphic, more specific, more all-inclusive 

words than these? (EVERY intention of the thoughts of his heart was ONLY 

evil continually) 

 The original infection of sin from the Garden of Eden had become an all 

consuming pervasive terminal illness in the whole of mankind.   

 

God Felt:  (The Bible clearly expresses the thoughts and feelings of God) 

Genesis 6:6  And the LORD was sorry (an expression of sorrow not repentance of 

sin) that he had made man on the earth, and it grieved him to his heart. 

 Understand this: God was not surprised or shocked by the depravity of man. 

It is impossible to surprise God because he knows ALL things. (Every 

contingency) 

 While the sin of man dose not surprise him it does GRIEVE his heart. 

 

Calvin’s Commentary: “God was so offended by the atrocious wickedness of men, 

as if they had wounded his heart with mortal grief: 

 

God SAID:  Genesis 6:7  So the LORD said, “I will blot out man whom I have 

created from the face of the land, man and animals and creeping things and birds 

of the heavens, for I am sorry that I have made them.” 

 The holy justice of God can no longer endure the grotesque corruption of his 

once pristine creation. 

 A divine determination has been declared among the Godhead. “I will blot 

out man whom I have created from the face of the land.” 

Henry Morris:  “The sin disease which began so innocuously when Eve was 

tempted to doubt the Word of God, which then began to show its true ugliness of 

character in the life of Cain, which came to maturity in the godless civilization 

developed by his descendants, finally descended into such a terrible morass of 



wickedness and corruption that only a global bath of water from the windows of 

heaven could purge and cleanse the fevered earth.” 

  
In light of man’s great need: God is about to INTERVENE, the divine creator is about to 

interrupt the affairs of men.  

The Bible reveals the fact that God is a creator who takes a “Hands On” approach 

to his creation.          Let’s take that as our first point; 

 

Only 2 Points for Today: 

1. God Intervenes in Human History 

2. His Intervention is Two-Fold: 

a. Justice 

b. Grace 

 

1. God Intervenes in Human History 

 As we saw in Genesis chapter 6, when the sinfulness of man reached 

epidemic proportions God intervened sending a worldwide flood saving only 

Noah and his family. 

 In Genesis 19: When the sin of Sodom and Gomorrah raised an outcry before 

the Lord, he intervened sending a fiery judgment, saving only Lot and his 

two daughters.  

 In the book of Exodus; When the Children of Israel cried out to God because 

of their afflictions in Egypt, God intervened delivering Israel from their 

afflictions and judging Pharaoh in the waters of the Red Sea. 

 In this Advent season we remember the greatest intervention of God whereby 

he sent his One and Only Son into the world to bring about both justice and 

grace. 

 

Galatians 4: 4  But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of 

woman, born under the law, 5  to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might 

receive adoption as sons. 

 The secular society in which we live denies the intervention of God in the 

created universe.  

 With great scientific zeal they hold firmly to the theory of evolution stating 

that everything remains on the same evolutionary course that has been 

proceeding for millions of years.      (Uniformitarianism) 

God may have set things into motion at the beginning but he is uninvolved in the 

processes as they work toward their ultimate end. 

 With this kind of thinking they unknowingly affirm the words of the Apostle 

Peter: 

 

2 Peter 3:3  knowing this first of all, that scoffers will come in the last days with 

scoffing, following their own sinful desires. 4  They will say, “Where is the promise of 



his coming? For ever since the fathers fell asleep, all things are continuing as they were 

from the beginning of creation.” 

 Where is this God who intervenes in human history? We don’t see him. 

 The process of evolution continues its uninterrupted course from the 

beginning. 

 

2 Peter 3: 5  For they deliberately overlook this fact, that the heavens existed long ago, 

and the earth was formed out of water and through water by the word of God, 6  and that 

by means of these the world that then existed was deluged with water and perished. 

 IT was God who spoke the universe into existence and it was God who hit 

the “Reset” button decreeing a worldwide flood. 

 Peter reminds our scientific civilization that God has always intervened in 

human history and for his glory he will intervene yet again. 

 As we prepare ourselves for the Advent of the Lord Jesus Christ I would like 

you to see that the intervention of God is two-fold: 

 

The Intervention is Two-Fold: When God intervenes he brings both: 

a. Justice 

b. Grace 

 
IN Genesis chapter 6 we see the awesome decree of God’s righteous judgment on sinful 

man: 

Genesis 6:7  So the LORD said, “I will blot out man whom I have created from the face 

of the land, 

 The Bible as well as History and Geology tell us that God’s justice was 

worked out through a worldwide deluge. The flood of Noah. 

 Understanding the radical depravity of man through Moses’ description of 

that pre-flood Civilization we can easily see the justice of God that was 

brought about through the flood. 

 BUT accompanying God’s perfect justice we see the beautiful revelation of 

his GRACE. 

 

Genesis 6:8  But Noah found favor in the eyes of the LORD.   Noah found favor: 

Automatically we assume that there was something wonderful, something godly, 

something deserving about the character of Noah and we would be WORNG. 

o Somehow we always want to give credit to MEN; we want to find some 

redeeming quality in them that makes them worthy of God’s grace.  

o Our minds have a natural humanistic bent. We want to believe that 

there is something good in them because we want to believe there is 

something good in us. 

o It is important that we remember: 

 



Romans 3: 10 “None is righteous, no, not one; 11  no one understands; no one seeks for 

God. 12  All have turned aside; together they have become worthless; no one does good, 

not even one.” 

Romans 3:23  for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,  

 Here is the Biblical reality:  God sovereignly chose Noah (who was a sinner) 

and graciously revealed himself and his plan to judge mankind. 

 Noah believed God and was declared righteous by faith: 

 

Hebrews 11: 7  By faith Noah, being warned by God concerning events as yet unseen, 

in reverent fear constructed an ark for the saving of his household. By this he condemned 

the world and became an heir of the righteousness that comes by faith. 

 It is important that we understand, Noah, Abraham and all of our Bible 

heroes were sinners who were justified by the grace of God through faith in 

God’s revealed word. 

 

When God intervenes in human history his sovereign intervention includes BOTH 

justice and mercy, judgment and grace. 

 

Sodom and Gomorrah 

 Judgment for the citizens of Sodom and Gomorrah but grace for Lot and his 

daughters. 

The Exodus 

 Judgment meted out on Pharaoh and Egypt but grace for the children of 

Israel. 

 

Finally, we see Judgment and Grace coming together to meet man’s greatest need 

in the Advent of Jesus Christ? 

 Remember when we began I said: 

 Man desperately NEEDED a Deliverer. Someone who could satisfy the 

perfect justice of God and restore man to a right relationship with his creator. 

God’s justice demanded that all sin be punished and sinners be cast eternally away 

from his presence. 

 In order to satisfy the perfect righteousness and justice of God someone had 

to pay the price for the sins of men. 

 Jesus willingly suffered, separation from the Father which we rightly 

deserved so that through faith in his sacrifice he could exchange his 

righteousness for our sinfulness….. 

 

1 Peter 3:18  For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the 

unrighteous, that he might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but 

made alive in the spirit, 

 



Our remembrance of this season of Advent is a celebration, a joyous recollection 

of the fact that God has gloriously intervened in human history. 

 

By grace God continues to intervene in the Lives of men and women of his own 

choosing.  

 Like Noah and Abraham God graciously opens the eyes of sinful men 

through the proclamation of His Word.  

 He gives to men a new heart and faith to believe the Gospel. 

 Those who believe now look to the Lord for his final intervention when the 

governments will be upon his shoulders….   

 

 
 

 


