
 

I. Introduction to the Epistle of Paul to the Thessalonians 
 A. The City of Thessalonica  

  1. The largest and most important city of the Roman province of Macedonia.   

  2. Located at the head of the Thermaic Gulf, a branch of the Aegean Sea 

  3. A thriving seaport 

  4. Population of about a quarter of a million 

  5. Unlike Philippi, probably had a Synagogue - Acts 16:13.  

  6. The Jewish Population was significant and influential - Acts 17:1,5-9 

  7. Greatest asset, located on the Egnatian way. Roman hwy from rome to  
  Constantinople; Istanbul 

  8. The city was founded about 315 B.C. by Cassander, one of Alexander’s  
  generals who became king of Macedonia after Alexander’s death. 

  9. The city was named after his wife (Therme) possibly b/c of hot pools in the 
  area 

  10. When Rome conquered Macedonia in 168 B.C., they renamed it Thessalonica 

  11. Thessalonica was the capitol of Macedonia under Roman rule 148 B.C. 

  12. They backed Antony and Octavian in their campaign against Brutus and  
  Cassius in 42 B.C. and were declared a free city after the campaign. 

  13. They had a Roman governor, but no Roman Army presence 

  14. Free from certain taxes and was mostly self governed, they chose their own 
  magistrates, city authorities, Acts 17:6  
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 B. The Founding of the Church - Acts 16:13-40 

  1. Paul first came to Thessalonica on the second missionary journey - Acts  
  15:36ff 

  2. Paul started the work in Thessalonica preaching in the Jewish Synagogue for 
  three Sabbaths- Acts 17:1-2 

   a. Paul most likely stayed longer than 3 Sabbaths b/c he reminded the  
   Church that he worked so as not to burden anyone - 1 Thess 2:9; 2 Thess 
   3:8 

   b. Some of his early converts were Jewish proselytes - Ac 17:4  

   c. Many were converted from pagan idolatry - 1 Thess 1:9 implying that 
   Paul ministered outside the synagogue also 

  3. Paul had developed deep intimate relationships with this group of people as 
  seen in 1 Thess 2:8; 3:6-10 also suggests a longer stay 

  4. The size and vitality of the church when Paul left, suggests that it did not just  
  separate from the Synagogue 

  5. The two Philippian gifts were received here also indicating that he was there 
  for more than 3 weeks 

  6. The Jews jealously watched as Paul won many converts and then started a riot 
  that ultimately caused Jason to put up a bond saying that this kind of activity 
  would not happen again, He asked Paul and Silas to leave - Acts 17:5-10 

 C. Purpose 

  1. Timothy brought back a report of what was happening in Thessalonica - 1  
  Thess 3:6-9 

  2. Apparently, the persecution that drove Paul out had not abated and the church 
  needed encouragement to stand firm - 1 Thess 1:2-10:2:13-16 

  3. Enemies were spreading lies about Paul 

   a. They claimed that Paul was only in it for the money and glory 

   b. After stirring up the riot, Paul left them to suffer the consequences 

    i. failure to appear before the city officials was said to be an  
    admission of guilt 

    ii. Paul’s failure to return was proof that he didn’t care 

  4. Paul uses this letter to confront these lies 

  5. He also correct some misunderstandings about end times  

  6. He also instruct on basic Christian living 

 D. Writer - Paul 

  1. Names himself two times - 1:1; 2:18  

  2. Harmonizes with the account in Acts (2:1-2; 3:1-2; Acts 16-18) 

  3. Has many Intimate details about him  

  4. Vocabulary is consistent with Paul’s other writings 

  5. Early Church fathers recognized it’s Pauline authorship 

 



 E. Date and Place of writing 

  1. Date 

   a. Paul’s stay in Corinth is correlated to Gallo’s term as proconsul - Acts 
   18:12 

   b. An inscription found at Delphi refers to Gallo as proconsul around 52 
   A.D. 

    i. proconsuls took office in the summer so Gallo would have  
    assumed office 51 A.D. 

    ii. Paul’s trial (Acts 18:12-17) probably happened shortly after he 
    took office 

    iii. Paul would have arrived some time before that and wrote 1  
    Thessalonians shortly after his arrival 

    iv. Probably written late 50 A.D. or early 51 A.D. 

   c. Paul’s inclusion of Silas in the greeting indicates it was written during 
   the second missionary journey, Silas not on the third (not mentioned after 
   Acts 18:5).  

  2. Place of writing  

   a. Paul wrote from Corinth sending Timothy back to check on them 

   b. Timothy returned to Corinth to report to Paul on their situation - Acts 
   18:5; 1 Thess 3:6 


