
Getting the Savior's Ear 

Call to Worship: Psalm 8     Hymn #168-  Hark the Herald Angels Sing 
1st Scripture: Romans 10:1-13       Hymn #145-  Come Thou Long Expected Jesus 
2nd Scripture: Luke 18:35-43           Hymn #160-  God Rest You Merry Gentlemen 

Introduction 

 What must a person do to be saved?  Well, believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, of course.  

Well, how exactly can a person be certain that he/she believes?  What exactly does it mean to 

believe?  How do I get faith, or at least, a living faith that connects with God?  Do I simply say a 

particular prayer or do I simply state that I believe?  How can someone be certain that he/she has 

come to know the living God?  Why are there some people who say, "Look, I've tried to do that... 

I've prayed, I've confessed a belief in Christ...and nothing happened?"  What is supposed to 

happen anyway?  Why are there literally thousands upon thousands of people who "believe" in 

Jesus, and yet, exhibit no fruit whatsoever that would affirm the power of God at work in their 

souls? 

 One of the most eye opening blessings of God's Word, is that it is loaded with all kinds of 

teaching, in all kinds of formats (parabolic illustrations, historical realities, direct teaching, wise 

proverbs and poetic expressions) which provide us with a robust display of life changing truths 

that can help us answer these types of questions.  There are a multitude of ways, in which, 

salvation (and the specific way of obtaining salvation) is made clear and plain for all who would 

desire to locate the truth, as it is found, hidden in Christ.  To be sure, there is only one way of 

salvation of course, but there is much to be said about being certain that you are in this way, 

which is dispersed throughout the Scriptures. 

 This morning, I want to address a very clear and specific way in which you can be certain 

that you will connect with God; that you will most certainly find Christ, if you have not done so, 

in truth, as of yet.  To be sure, salvation is a work of God, but God has provided us with an 

abundant treasure trove of glorious truths, which can drive us to be certain that we will find 

Christ, if we seek Him according to the very clear pattern of seeking Him that is revealed to us in 

the Scriptures.  In fact, if you seek Him in this way, it will be evident that He has, in fact, already 
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sought you.  It is my sincere and fervent prayer that the Lord would be pleased to grant me the 

power of His life giving Spirit, this morning, as I seek to present to you, what I believe to be the 

most precious treasure of life, this morning.  To be sure, with all my soul, I know what I know to 

be true, here, this morning.  Would it be that the Lord would empower it unto all of our souls, 

such that not a single soul would leave here dead this morning, and such that those who are 

already alive, would carry this precious treasure to everyone within the providential sphere of 

your reach.  Do you wish to know the living God, this morning!  Do you wish to understand how 

to connect with Him?  Then please, give me your ear.  If you wish to gain the Savior's ear, then 

give me yours! 

I.  An Important Guide to Understanding Miracles 

 Now, as we observe this historical event, where Jesus heals a blind man, let me preface 

our examination with some important comments: 

 Generally, the miracles of Scripture are called "signs, wonders and mighty works," 

showing that they have a significant purpose beyond just the miracle itself.  As signs, they teach 

us something important; they reveal and point us to something.  As wonders, they lead us into a 

state of awe, hopefully compelling us to worship the God, who reveals His power in 

extraordinary ways.  And they are mighty works, which serve to authenticate something very 

important about the person who performs them, and the message he brings.  That said, let me end 

this preface with three critical facts, most particularly about the "healing" miracles (the other 

miracles serve like purposes, but for the sake of time, we will limit our scope here, since our 

main text involves a "healing" miracle): 

 1) All of the "healing" miracles, in some way or another, reveal to us the detrimental 

consequences of the fall (and sin), which have greatly inhibited mankind physically, and the 

power that Christ has to fix and correct these consequences.  The healing miracles of Christ and 

His apostles are signs that point us to the final resurrection of the body, whereby, all who are in 

Christ, will be made completely whole again.  And so, the leprosy that eats away at the flesh, the 

blindness that keeps a man from seeing, the deafness that keeps a man from hearing, the death 

that keeps a man from living, the lameness that keeps a man from walking...etc; all of these types 
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of ailments and more, Christ has healed, affirming that, all of His people will be made 

completely whole at the final resurrection.  They are anticipatory signs in that sense, and while 

we do not perform these signs today, they give us all hope of that which is to come at the final 

resurrection. 

 2) All of the "healing miracles," in some way or another, reveal to us the detrimental 

consequences of the fall (and sin), which have greatly inhibited mankind spiritually, and the 

power that Christ has to fix and correct these consequences.  The healing miracles of Christ and 

His Apostles are signs that point us to the immediate resurrection of the soul (the "first 

resurrection"), which is experienced by all who truly come to faith in Christ.  And so, physical 

blindness, deafness, deadness, leprosy, lameness...etc, all serve to describe (from different 

angles) the desperately broken condition of man's soul, which is left incapacitated by sin, and 

incapable of knowing and fellowshipping with his holy Creator. 

 3) And finally, all of the healing miracles (and all of the miracles of Christ and His 

Apostles in total, for that matter) serve to authenticate Christ's office as the Christ Mediator and 

the office of His Apostles, along with the teachings of both, respectively. 

 As we look now at our main text, I want to concentrate the bulk of our efforts on seeing 

this miracle, especially, through the second, spiritual lens, that I have just described to you.  This 

is not at all to diminish the first and the last principle given, but again, for the sake of time, I 

want to limit our field of focus. 

II.  The Desperate Pleas of a Blind Man 

 Now, at the very basic level, we find in our text, that Jesus heals a blind man.  But, let me 

leave you with several significant observations that I believe bring out the relevance of the sign 

given here, as intended by Luke, our author (and more importantly, our Lord Jesus), which will 

lead us to pull out the blessed spiritual understanding, given in the text. 

 1) Our text brings us to the side of a road, where a blind man sits begging.  And the very 

clear implication here, is that the man is in a desperate and deplorable condition.  Not only can 

he not see a thing (continually), which is one of the most difficult ailments a human being can 

experience, but furthermore, in that culture and in that time, the blindman's only career option 
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was that of a beggar.  And so, his condition brought him not only significant hardship and a loss 

of the enjoyment of seeing, but furthermore, it brought him ongoing, constant, daily, exposed 

shame.  In fact, often times, one who was blind was wrongly seen as a cursed individual, who 

had been afflicted with such a condition because of some sin in himself or his family.  You might 

recall another text where the disciples of Jesus, pointing out a blind man, asked Jesus, "Who 

sinned, this man or his parents, such that he is now blind?"  In fact, when we consider how the 

people here treat him, we can appreciate how the blind were treated as less than human by most.  

But suffice it to say that this man was blind and given over to a life of deplorable shame. 

 2) We observe that as he hears a multitude of people walking by, he inquires about what 

is going on, finds out that Jesus is among them, and begins to repeatedly cry aloud, "Jesus, Son 

of David, have mercy on me."  Here, the man, obviously aware of his utterly deplorable 

condition, believes that this Jesus is the Messiah (the "Son of David"), and cries out to Him, 

confident that He can heal him.  And notice, he pleads for mercy, recognizing that if this Jesus is 

to stop and deliver him from out of his deplorable condition, it cannot be done based on any 

merit offered by the blind man.  The blind man has absolutely nothing to offer Jesus in return.  

He can only hope that Jesus will hear his desperate cries, and choose to be compassionate and 

merciful to the blind man, such that He might heal him.  And so, he repeatedly cries aloud for 

this mercy. 

 3) The people around the blind man (those who apparently went before Jesus) basically 

told him to "Shut up!"  Jesus had much more important business to attend to, than to waste his 

time trifling with a useless, blind beggar.  Again, we get a real sense of the shame that was cast 

upon such people, don't we?  And the temptation at this point, could very well be for the blind 

man to simply cover his shame and keep quiet, lest he draw more attention to his deplorable 

condition.  And so, the surrounding people attempt to drown out and stifle the blindman's cries, 

until Jesus could safely pass by, and attend to more important matters. 

 4) Rather than give heed to those who would stop him, we are told that the blind man 

cried out all the more, repeatedly and desperately, "Son of David, have mercy on me!  Son of 

David, have mercy on me!  Son of David, have mercy on me!"  There was a settled 

determination in his heart, to escape his condition of blindness, if possible, and so, he did 
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everything he could, to shamelessly grab the ear of the Savior.  And so, he continues to cry this 

way, loudly and persistently. 

 5) And as he persists, he finally succeeds in getting the Savior's ear.  Jesus stops dead in 

His tracks, and perhaps, to the dismay of the multitude, He sends for the blind man.  And when 

the blind man is brought to Him, Jesus asks, "What do you want Me to do for you?" 

 6) Obviously, very conscious of his physical ailment, the blind man responds, "Lord, that 

I may receive my sight."  Implied by this statement, is the desire to have a weight; a great burden 

of felt desperation and suffering and shame removed. 

 7) The Lord, more than willing to be merciful, responds, "Receive your sight; your faith 

has made you well."  The man had believed that this Jesus was the Messiah (the long expected 

Son of David) and even when the crowd tried to shut him up and drown him out, he called out all 

the more.  And so, the Lord meets his faith with His blessings of mercy and grace.   

 8) The blind man immediately receives his sight.  He, who once was blind, can now see.  

He, who once was ashamed, can now have dignity.  And most of all, he who was once lost, was 

now found by His Lord... 

 9) He does not run back to covet the life he never had (with his new found vision).  No, 

now, we are told, he follows Christ and glorifies God, indicating that the far greater spiritual 

reality of gaining fellowship with God in Christ, has been attained.  His spiritual eyes were 

opened along with his physical eyes, and the glory of God, though unseen with his physical eyes, 

was most beautiful to behold...in the face of Jesus Christ! 

 10) Finally, we are told that all the people, when they saw it, gave praise to God.  They 

were able to share in this man's joy, especially as the power and glory of God, authenticating 

Christ's Messianic office, was revealed by this glorious sign! 

III.  The Spiritual Sign Revealed 

 Reverting back then, to our second principle of unraveling the sign given by "healing" 

Miracles, let us open up the spiritual message found in this miracle: 

 1) The desperate condition of this blind man is a picture of the spiritual condition of man 

in his natural state.  Spiritually, we are all born blind.  We have no understanding of, or desire to 
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know the true and living God.  Imagine that.  We are in such a deplorable state, that we are 

incapable of knowing the God who created us and all things, because our sin nature blinds us.  

And like the blind man, we must be aware of our blindness, such that it would lead us to cry out 

to the only Savior who can reconcile us to God and give us spiritual sight.  We must recognize 

and acknowledge the gravity of our situation, the reality of our sin and our natural enmity with 

God.  Otherwise, we will continue to search for joy and fulfillment in temporal, material things, 

which only deceives us, keeping us from pursuing the only thing that can truly answer our 

greatest need, a relationship with the true and living God, from whom we are presently alienated.  

 2) Even as the blind man knew that Jesus was the Messiah ("the Son of David"), one 

cannot be rescued from their desperately lost and blind condition, unless he understands that 

Jesus Christ alone is a worthy Savior, who can grant forgiveness for all sins and rescue him from 

his blindness.  He must realize that there is nothing he can do to save himself.  He has nothing to 

give, no merit to offer God.  His sin condemns him, but the good news is that Jesus the Christ 

came as a physician for sick sinners.  He laid down His own life on their behalf and rose again 

unto their justification.  And so, like the blind man, sinners must call out to Him in truth, "Son of 

David, have mercy on me!" 

 3) Upon recognizing the gravity and reality of our desperate situation, we must also 

recognize that there will be many voices within and without, seeking to turn us away from the 

only hope, which is found in Christ.  Like the multitude of people, who sought to drown out and 

hush the blind man's cries, thoughts from within, unsaved loved ones and friends and social 

media from without, will do everything possible to keep us from crying out to the Savior.  They 

will seek to cast doubt on the Savior by any and every means, or at the least, doubt that  

He would ever hear the continual pleas of such an unworthy sinner as you. 

 4) Like the desperate blind man, the desperate sinner must not allow anything to keep 

him from reaching the ear of Christ!  With a settled, unflinching determination, he must call upon 

Him in truth; persistently, refusing to allow anyone or anything to shut him up.  He must be 

willing to reject contrary thoughts.  He must be willing to lose friends.  He must be willing to 

embrace humility at all costs, confessing his desperate need for the only Savior! 
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 5) And as he persists, like the blind man, he will (he must) finally succeed in getting the 

Savior's ear.  And there, he must confess his sin and express his dire need of the Savior and His 

grace. 

 6) And like the blind man, who immediately received his sight, the sinner who calls upon 

the Name of the Lord, with a sincere and repentant heart, will find immediate justification, 

immediate forgiveness, immediate reconciliation with God, and an immediate desire to walk in a 

newness of life, striving to obey the Savior's teachings given in Scripture.  He cannot possibly 

continue the life he once had.  He now lives for Christ, and for the glory of God, ascribing 

worship to this great God, among the people of God in His church.  And he will find himself now 

able to see spiritual things, having been given spiritual life.  The phrase, "I once was blind, but 

now I see," will have eternal relevance for his own soul.  His spiritual eyes have been opened, 

and the glory of God, though unseen before, is now a most beautiful thing to behold...in the face 

of Jesus Christ! 

 7) Finally, all the people of God, when they hear his testimony, give praise to God.  They 

are able to share in the redeemed sinner's joy, especially as the power and glory of God, 

authenticating Christ's Messianic office, is revealed by this sinner's conversion! 

 And so, that is a summary of the spiritual reality revealed by this "healing" miracle. 

IV.  Closing Thoughts and Applications 

 Friends, in closing, let me just give you a few very important applications to place the 

capstone on our study for this morning: 

 1) You will never come to be reconciled to God; you will never have a relationship with 

God, unless you understand that your sin is what presently separates you from Him.  There is no 

cure for those who think they are well.  Unless you realize and believe that you are a sinner, like 

this blind man clearly knew he was blind, you will never be saved, because you will never see or 

recognize your desperate need of salvation.  One doesn't diligently seek a cure for their cancer, if 

they do not believe or realize that they have cancer.  If you don't understand that you are a sinner, 

then pray for God to help you see the truth.  And then, read His Word, study His Law, and 

honestly hold yourself up to His standard of righteousness. 
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 2) You will never be reconciled to God and forgiven for your sins, unless you call upon 

the Lord Jesus Christ, who alone can save you, for the salvation that only He can give you.  Like 

the blind man, you must call out to Jesus, believing in truth that He alone can save you from your 

sins, because He is the Messiah, and the only One who can save you.  He died for sinners, 

bearing their guilt in His own body and He rose again.  The Scriptures teach that whoever calls 

upon the Name of the Lord will be saved.  When the Apostle Paul was first washed of his sins 

and saved, he was ordered by Ananias to call upon the name of the Lord, unto this end.   

 You might say, "Well, my faith is weak.  I'm struggling with doubt.  What should I then 

do?"  Well, begin somewhere.  One man in Scripture cried out this way, "Lord, I believe...help 

my unbelief!"  Ask God to remove what is delinquent in your heart, and to grant you the faith 

that you do not presently have.  Start somewhere. 

 3) You see, you can always begin with speaking to the Lord, in some way.  And He is 

more than able to meet you wherever you are this morning.  And here is the kicker, friends.  He 

is more than willing to hear, if you seek Him with sincerity.  His inclination is to help those (to 

help sinners...even of the worst kind) who come to Him in truth.  Friends, the point is, speak to 

God!  Speak to Christ!  He hears!  He knows!  And He is always readily available to those who 

seek Him in truth!  Start with even the smallest of faith (which the Scriptures say can move 

mountains) and pull back the curtain of this visible world, believing that behind the scenes, a 

listening, all powerful, all knowing Savior awaits you. 

 Friends, I plead with you, this morning, go to the Savior.  Call out to Him.  And you will 

find Him saying, "I am willing."  Remember, in the Book of Jonah, when God sent Jonah to that 

utterly wicked nation of Nineveh, to proclaim a coming judgment upon them?  Why didn't Jonah 

want to go?  After God had dealt with Jonah, in the very last chapter of the book, recall Jonah's 

words to God, "Ah, Lord, was not this what I said when I was still in my country?  Therefore I 

fled previously to Tarshish; for I know that You are a gracious and merciful God, slow to anger 

and abundant in loving kindness, One who relents from doing harm" (Jonah 4:2).  God spared 

Nineveh in light of her repentance.   

 In one vein, Jesus makes a very exclusive statement, "No one can come to the Father but 

through Me," and "No one can know the Father, except those to whom the Son chooses to reveal 
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Him."  But then, in another vein, He swings the door open wide and says, "But whoever comes 

to Me, I will by no means cast out."  He bids us to come to Him, so that He might liberally reveal 

the Father to all who come!  [See also the parable of the unforgiving servant] 

Amen!!! 

Benediction: Isaiah 55:1-7 
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