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Freedom from Hypocrisy in Prayer: 

“Lead Us Not Into Temptation” 

Matthew 6:13 

 

 Temptation pervades our lives but we lack so much 

understanding of it 

 

 Temptation precedes sin 

 

 Temptation comes in two stages: 

 

 Stage 1: It comes to us externally 

 

 Through something either a good or evil 

 

 Through Satan or one of his agents 

 

 

 Stage 2: It comes to us internally  

 

 By penetrating our desires 

 

 By ending in sin 

 

 Jesus always defeated temptation at stage one 

 

 Jesus never allowed temptation to enter stage two 

because: 

 

 He had no inward bent toward sin 

 

 He knew the dangers of allowing temptation to enter 

the second stage 

 



 How are we to defeat temptation? 

 

 Never allow temptation to enter stage 2 

 

 Never forget to pray 

 

 

What are the two aspects of temptation as they relate to 

prayer? 

 

 First, the nature of temptation 

 

 Two meanings of the word used for temptation: 

 

 Positively, it means a test from God 

 

 Negatively, it means a temptation from Satan 

 

 

 

 Two passages where God tests and Satan tempts: 

 

 An example from James 1:2-12 

 

 An example from Genesis 50:15-20 

 

 

 Two important scriptural truths from James 1:13: 

 

 God can never be tempted by evil 

 

 God can never tempt anyone to do evil 

 

 

 



 Two examples of God leading His people into 

temptation: 

 

 The temptation of Jesus 

 

 The temptation of Job 

 

 

 Two questions the temptation of Job raises: 

 

 Why can’t God lead us into temptation to prove 

our faith? 

 

 Why can’t Satan tempt us to see if our faith is 

genuine? 

 

 

 Two differences between Peter and Judas in their 

temptations: 

 

 Peter had genuine faith, Judas did not 

 

 Peter was prayed for by Jesus, Judas was not 

 

 

 Second, the petition concerning temptation 

 

 Two possibilities concerning the meaning of the 

petition, “Lead us not into temptation: 

 

 The petition is hypothetical 

 

 The petition is real 

 

 



 Two possibilities concerning what we are asking 

God in the second phrase, “But deliver us from 

evil”: 

 

 We are asking God to deliver us from the evil in 

the temptation 

 

 We are asking God to deliver us from Satan’s 

power in the temptation 

 

 Three reasons why God might lead us into 

temptation: 

 

 God might lead us into temptation to strengthen 

our faith 

 

 God might lead us into temptation to prove our 

true sonship 

 

 God might lead us into temptation to show His 

glorious power 

 

 

 When we pray through the Disciples’ Prayer we should 

meditate on it’s eight great subjects: 

 

 The subject of God’s paternity: He is our Father 

 

 The subject of God’s position: He is in heaven 

 

 The subject of God’s purity: He is holy 

 

 The subject of God’s providence: He rules over a 

kingdom 

 



 The subject of God’s purpose: He has a will to be 

done on earth 

  

 The subject of God’s provision: He takes care of 

His children 

 

 The subject of God’s pardon: He forgives His 

children 

 

 The subject of God’s protection: He delivers His 

children from evil 
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