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The Spirit Shows Us Christ’s Glory (John 16:12-15) 

 

As we continue our worship in John 16, “Show Us Christ”1 really sums up 

the work of God’s Spirit in our text and in other parts of the gospels and NT 

 
Prepare our hearts, O God, Help us to receive 

Break the hard and stony ground, Help our unbelief [those are from gospels] 

Plant Your Word down deep in us, Cause it to bear fruit [like John chapter 15] 

Open up our ears to hear, Lead us in Your truth [like John chapter 16, v. 13]  

Show us Christ, show us Christ, O God, reveal Your glory [like John 16:14] 

Through the preaching of Your Word, Until every heart confesses Christ is Lord 

 

16:13 When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth, for 

he will not speak on his own authority, but whatever he hears he will speak, 

and he will declare to you the things that are to come. 14 He will glorify me, 

for he will take what is mine and declare it to you. 15 All that the Father has 

is mine; therefore I said that he will take what is mine and declare it to you.  

 

The Spirit declares or discloses Christ, or shows us Christ, to glorify Christ. 

‘He will glorify me,’ Christ says of His Spirit, as He takes what is Christ’s 

and declares it. The Spirit of truth is at work anytime His truth is declared, 

when He guides us to the truth of Christ and helps us see Christ as glorious. 

Go back to chapter 12 for an example of His glory as men desire to see Him 

 

John 12, v. 20 says: Now among those who went up to worship at the feast 

were some Greeks. 21 So these came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in 

Galilee, and asked him, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” 22 Philip went and told 

Andrew; Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. 23 And Jesus answered 

them, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified.” As Gentiles 

come to see Jesus He announces the hour has come for Him to be glorified. 

 

At a gospel rescue mission, I can’t remember which one, but a place that 

gives food and shelter and the gospel to homeless and hurting, on the pulpit 

where the various preachers will set their Bible and their notes before their 

message, there’s a plaque with these words facing the speaker with this text 

‘SIR, WE WISH TO SEE JESUS.’ JOHN 12:21. It’s a reminder to any man 

who stands at that pulpit, they don’t wish to see you, they want to see Jesus. 

They don’t want you and your stupid jokes or stories that don’t show them 

Jesus. They’re hungry for Jesus, even those who don’t know it, they need it, 

and if the preacher is working with the Spirit he’ll help his hearers see Jesus 
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The hour has come for Jesus to be glorified, for Him to be seen in His glory. 

Throughout John’s gospel it had said earlier, His hour had not yet come, but 

now His hour had come, the time of the upper room teaching on His glory 

and Spirit to come (John 13-17), then His death and glorious resurrection 

(18-20) and His commission to share the glory of His gospel by the Spirit. 

Those who had seen Christ were to show others Christ by His gospel, 20:31 

  

John’s gospel begins by saying Jesus, ‘the Word became flesh and dwelt 

among us and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the 

Father, full of grace and truth’ (1:14). John got to see the glory of God in 

the flesh while Jesus was here on earth, the glories and excellencies of His 

grace and truth, now in chapter 16 John says the Spirit of truth by His grace 

will help men see Christ’s glory after He leaves earth and His Spirit comes. 

In John 16:14 Christ promises the Spirit will glorify Christ by taking what is 

Christ’s and making His followers to see it. The Spirit will show up to show 

us Christ, the Spirit of God reveals Christ’s glory by His Word going forth, 

which guides Christians and glorifies Christ. That’s the big idea of 16:12-15 

 

Outline: 

The Spirit Brings Christ’s Guidance 

The Spirit Brings Christ Glory 

 

First, the Spirit Brings Christ’s Guidance 

In the context this is specifically guidance to Christians through the Word 

of Christ. In v. 8-11 He talks about the Spirit’s convicting work to the world 

that I argued last time is also through the Word of Christ, but now it moves 

from the guilt of unbelievers to the guidance of believers by the Holy Spirit. 

In v. 12 Christ says there was more they still needed to know, but it was too 

much for them to handle at this time, and so v. 13 says the Spirit will come 

to them to be their guide in the future, and He does it by the Word of Christ.  

 
13 When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth … NIV 

and NKJV have “all truth” but literally in Greek it has the definite article, 

“all the truth.” What’s the significance of ‘the truth’? This isn’t a promise to 

give all truth there is to know, it’s to guide in the truth. The promise isn’t all 

truth mathematically or scientifically, or all truth generally, it says the Spirit 

guides ‘into all the truth,’ specifically a body of truth about Jesus, the truth 

we need spiritually from the Scripture for salvation, spiritual life, godliness. 

All truth is Christ’s truth in the sense all scriptural truth is of, from, to Jesus.  

Turn back to chapter 8 for an example of how ‘the truth’=the word of Christ 
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Over and over again in John’s gospel the words of Christ begin with ‘I tell 

you the truth…’ In John 8:31-32 we read ‘So Jesus said to the Jews who had 

believed him, “If you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples, 32 and 

you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” So the truth is from 

the Word of Christ in v. 31, the truth we can know in it, the truth liberating 

us from what v. 34 calls slavery to sin. Then in v. 36 it says if the Son sets 

you free, you’re truly free. In v. 32 the truth sets free, in v. 36 the Son sets 

free. I take it ‘the truth’ is another way to describe the Son, Jesus, His Word 

 

Now go to chapter 14 where the same Lord uses the same phrase ‘the truth’ 

in the same farewell speech where He promises the Spirit to guide us in ‘the 

truth’ in 16:13. In 14:6 He said ‘I am the way, and the truth…’ It’s the same 

phrase ‘the truth’ that He promised minutes later the Spirit guides us into in 

16:13. Christ is the truth, the Spirit guides us in the truth is in Christ’s Word 

 

14:26 ‘But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my 

name, he will teach you all things and bring to your remembrance all that I 

have said to you.’ All Christ said is another way to say the Word of Christ. 

In 15:26 He explained it wouldn’t just be words by Christ but about Christ: 

‘when the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit 

of truth, who proceeds from the Father, he will bear witness about me…’  

The Spirit gave witness about Jesus and gave the apostles the word of Jesus. 

 

Under this point the Spirit Brings Christ’s Guidance, we can see it in 2 ways 

1. Inspiration – inspiring the Word 

2. Illumination – applying the Word 

 

First, He brings Christ’s guidance by inspiration - inspiring the Word 

In the original context of 16:13 we have a promise to the apostles of a New 

Testament the Spirit inspired and guided them to write. Look at 16:13 again 

‘When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth [that’s a 

phrase in John’s gospel especially for the truth of the gospel], for he will not 

speak on his own authority, but whatever he hears he will speak [that would 

include John’s letters and the NT letters], and he will declare to you the 

things that are to come [that also includes prophecy like John’s Revelation] 

 

So initially or primarily this is a promise of the Spirit guiding the apostles to 

write the NT: the gospels (reminding them what Jesus taught in his ministry 

as 14:26 says), the NT letters (guiding them to all the truth about Jesus the 

church needed), and things to come, like Revelation, even in that very order 
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We need ‘the truth’ in the gospel to be saved, and the truth of all the Word 

to be sanctified. Look at 17:17 that I think confirms ‘the truth’ in context is 

God’s Word: ‘Sanctify them in the truth [same phrase]; your word is truth.’  

So when Jesus said in 16:13 the Spirit would guide them to the truth, I think 

it’s the same thing as here, the word of truth, the Scripture is what sanctifies 

believers. The Spirit inspired apostles and prophets to write God’s Word as 

He guided them to all the truth that’s needed for salvation and sanctification 

 

Turn to 2 Peter 1. Peter was also with John in the upper room and was part 

of the initial fulfillment of Christ’s promise to guide the apostles into all the 

truth we need for life and godliness in Scripture. 2 Pet 1:3 says in the NIV 

‘His divine power has given us everything we need for life and godliness … 

[I think that’s how Peter understood ‘all the truth’ of Jn 16:13, all we need 

for life and godliness. Look at v. 4] Through these he has given us his very 

great and precious promises…[where are those promises? In God’s Word] 

 

In v. 18 Peter says he heard God speak at the Mount of Transfiguration, but 

that experience wasn’t what’s needed to empower his Christian life or ours: 
19 And we have the word of the prophets made more certain, and you will do 

well to pay attention to it… In other words, don’t focus on experience, even 

mountain-top experiences, focus attention on God’s reliable more sure word 

 

v. 21 explains God’s prophetic word didn’t originate in man ‘but men spoke 

from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.’ That’s the guiding 

of the Spirit that I think Jn 16 is talking about, and you can turn back there. 

The Spirit guided the biblical writers into all the truth necessary for spiritual 

life or godliness. The completed Scripture is sufficient to guide in the truth.  

The Spirit brings Christ’s guidance by inspiration-inspiring the Word, 2ndly 

 

The Spirit brings Christ’s guidance by illumination-applying the Word 

 

Notice in John 16:13, the Spirit doesn’t guide us away from the truth of the 

Word or apart from it, He guides into it: ‘he will guide you into all the truth’ 

(truth of the Word in 17:17, ‘sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth’).   

It wasn’t enough for them or us to have or hear the Word of Christ, we need 

a Spirit-opened ear to hear, as this same author John would repeatedly write 

in Rev 2-3 ‘he who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says…’ Jn 12:40 

says we also need eyes to see. These disciples couldn’t fathom a suffering 

Messiah, but the Spirit guided them to that truth after Messiah died and rose 



5 

 

5 

 

One writes: ‘Those who have trekked through wildernesses, as I have done 

in the Sinai desert and elsewhere in the world, know that the role of a guide 

is crucial to one’s survival … The guide is the security … a resource of 

information and insight when there are no roads and the faint trails that are 

there seem to crisscross without rhyme or reason. In situations like that, one 

knows the ultimate significance of a guide … When the Israeli army first 

took the Sinai, one of the now famous military archaeologists took his 

assistants on the hunt for the stone-carved records of the ancient turquoise 

campaigns of the Egyptians in the Sinai. They flew over the area at a low 

altitude in a helicopter for several hours searching and searching for the site 

they knew was there in the region. Finally, in desperation they landed in a 

group of Bedouins and asked them if they knew where the site was. [They 

agreed to be their guide in exchange for their food and then they showed the 

Israelis as they] pointed down below them. There it was! With all of their 

[training and] equipment, they still needed a guide … ponder this image of 

the Spirit, remember the significance of a guide in an unknown territory.’2  

 

These 11 Israelis in Jn 16 were about to enter unknown territory without the 

physical guide they relied on. In light of that, Jesus says in v. 7 it’s better if 

He goes so He can send another helper; now He explains more why in v. 13 

‘he will guide you into all the truth…’ With all their training and equipping 

by Jesus those 3 years, they still would need a guide to help them see what 

they’d otherwise miss, the already laid down reality they were standing on. 

 

How firm a foundation for these saints of the Lord was laid for their faith in 

His excellent Word. What more can He say? The words of the Lord had 

been laid down already, but these men missed what’s under the surface and 

needed a guide to disclose it as their natural eyes couldn’t see it. The Spirit 

guides in what’s already there in Scripture, guiding into truth, uncovering it. 

1 Cor 2 is a good cross-reference if you want to turn there or just listen. The 

apostle Paul understood how essential the Spirit’s applying work was in his 

preaching which can do nothing without the Spirit enlightening empowering  

 

In 1 Cor 2:4 Paul says ‘my speech and my message were not in plausible 

words of wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, 5 so that 

your faith might not rest in the wisdom of men but in the power of God. 

[that’s the power of God’s Spirit illuminating and enabling the preacher] 

 

… 12 Now we have received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is 

from God, that we might understand the things freely given us by God.  
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13 And we impart this in words not taught by human wisdom but taught by 

the Spirit, interpreting spiritual truths … [the Spirit guides believers into all 

the truth God has freely given us in His Word, in spiritual truths taught by 

the Spirit who inspired the Scripture. He helps us understand and interpret it 

by illuminating minds to the Lord’s mind, v. 16] “For who has understood 

the mind of the Lord so as to instruct him?” But we have the mind of Christ.  

 

Through the Scriptures and the Spirit, believers have the mind of Christ to 

guide them in the truth of his word. Without the Spirit, v. 14 says a natural 

or unsaved man’s mind and thoughts can’t grasp the gospel’s true realities, 

but with the Spirit v. 12 says we can. Back in v. 2 the Spirit helps us focus 

thoughts on Christ and his cross above all. Now go to Eph 1. Paul writes 

later to the Corinthians to put down lofty thoughts and take every thought 

captive to make it obedient to Christ (2 Cor 10:5), and make sure thoughts 

aren’t ‘led astray from…devotion to Christ’ (11:3). Paul prays in Eph 1:17 

‘that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you 

the Spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of him, having the 

eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may know what is the hope to 

which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance…’  

 

We have a glorious inheritance in Scripture, we’re standing on the promises 

that cannot fail that Peter calls great and precious and everything we need in 

life and godliness! The application for us is we need to pray, not for a spirit 

of wonderful experiences, but for the Spirit of wisdom to enlighten our eyes 

to see the treasure we already have. How do I pray this in light of scripture?  

 

Ps 119: Your word I have treasured in my heart…I have rejoiced in the way 

of your [word] as in all riches…I have inherited your [word] … Open my 

eyes, that I may behold wonderful things from your law’ (v. 11, 14, 111, 18) 

Jesus said in Jn 16, and you can go back there, the Spirit guides us into truth 

and He does it as He enlightens our eyes to the truth of Scripture. So pray 

like Ps 143:10 NAB ‘Teach me to do your will…May your kind spirit guide 

me’ or Ps 43:3 NIV ‘Send forth your light and your truth, let them guide me’  

 

The Spirit Brings Christ’s Guidance, now #2 The Spirit Brings Christ Glory 

 

After talking about His guidance in v. 13, v. 14 says ‘He will glorify me, for 

he will take what is mine and declare it to you. 15 All that the Father has is 

mine; therefore I said that he will take what is mine and declare it to you.’ 
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I’ve taught before on guidance3 or biblical decision-making from other texts 

but the focus from this text isn’t what we do or decide, it’s what the Spirit 

does as He guides us to Christ and His word, leading us to see and glorify 

Christ. How does He do it? It says in v. 14 the Spirit takes what belongs to 

Christ and declares it to you. He discloses or makes known Christ’s words, 

as we saw earlier, but also He guides us to see how all God’s Word is about 

Christ. In John 5:39 Jesus said of the OT scriptures ‘they bear witness about 

me/they testify of me…[then in 5:46 he says Moses] wrote of me.’ Later this 

same weekend after the upper room, on the day Jesus rose on the Emmaus 

road, Jesus explained how the OT law, poetic books, and prophets all spoke 

of Christ and Him crucified and glorified in His resurrected body (Luke 24).  

 

The Spirit opens eyes to see and hearts to burn as He takes what is of Christ 

in Scripture and makes it known, so that Christ is glorified. The Spirit exalts 

the attributes that belong to Jesus, enlightens us to his beauties, excellencies 

and glories. Think of a majestic and magnificent treasure on display with a 

floodlight that makes it dazzle, sparkle. It might be an incredible floodlight 

to shine that way, but you’re not supposed to look back at the light behind 

the scenes in admiration or focus on the person shining the light, no, you’re 

supposed to look at what the light shines on in its splendor, which is Jesus! 

God’s Spirit in Scripture isn’t in the spotlight, He’s the One shining the spot 

light on Jesus. His beams of light make Jesus shine to our eyes as dazzling. 

The Spirit glorifies Jesus to mesmerize us in Jesus our treasure who satisfies  

 

How do you know where the Spirit is at work? Is Jesus being glorified and 

magnified? Is Jesus increasing and man decreasing? Whether individually 

or in professing Christianity, the true Spirit’s work exalts Jesus above all. 

  

How do we know where the Spirit’s at work? It’s not about whether a 

church is formal or liturgical or wildly emotional. Some swing to the other 

end and elevate emotions, or some even focus on the Spirit but the Spirit 

wants us to be Jesus-focused not Spirit-focused. Some churches claim to be 

Spirit-filled but some seem Christian-centered rather than Christ-centered. 

 

You can sample the Spirit-filled section of Christian bookstores or catalogs 

and find emphasis on you and your health and wealth and how your words 

have power, but the Spirit’s emphasis is on Christ, His Word has the power.  

Some Christian circles assume the Spirit’s presence is about the experience 

of worship, but Jesus teaches the Spirit’s work is about the exaltation of the 

Word who became flesh, it’s about the glorification of Christ above all.  
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Jonathan Edwards in revival days wrote ‘a true work of the Spirit exalts the 

true Christ…points people to Christ… affirms the truth about Christ.’4  

 

Another Puritan wrote how in v. 8 first the Spirit convicts of sin, bringing 

us low before he lifts up Jesus in v. 14: ‘he humbles and uncrowns the pride 

of self before he glorifies Jesus…[in v. 8 he] inflicts a wound, which none 

but Jesus can heal; he creates a void in the soul, which none but Jesus can 

fill up; in a word; he brings the sinner to such a case that none but Jesus can 

meet the condition of his soul…the Holy Spirit next proceeds to glorify the 

Savior, by showing how suitable a Savior Jesus is to meet the case of such a 

soul – that he is an all-sufficient Savior – almighty to save to the uttermost 

all that come unto him, and as willing as he is able. Oh! What a glorifying 

of Jesus is this this, when the Spirit of God opens the blind eye to see the 

glory, all-sufficiency, and suitableness of Christ as a Savior … he glorifies 

Jesus – makes him glorious in the estimation and experience of his people.’5 

 

A more modern theologian-pastor by the name of Shai Linne says poetically 

 

Holy Spirit we praise You, You don’t like the spotlight 

You’d rather point away from Yourself and gives props to Christ 

And yet because You’re God, You deserve veneration 

And You’re the One responsible for our regeneration 

You apply the finished work of Christ to all the elect 

Your call is effectual- You haven’t lost one yet 

You comfort us when sin … and the world’s got us bothered 

And it’s only by You that we cry out “Abba Father” 

You’re the Spirit of adoption, the Spirit of Truth 

You graciously provide Your people with the gifts and the fruit 

You help us kill sin and dis-attach us from our idols 

If it wasn’t for You, we’d never understand the Bible 

Because You wrote it- For our life it will surely suffice 

Amazingly, You do it all for the glory of Christ!6 

 

Kevin DeYoung writes: ‘Exulting in Christ is evidence of the Spirit’s work! 

The focus of the church is not on the dove but on the cross, and that’s the 

way the Spirit would have it. As J.I. Packer puts it, “The Spirit’s message to 

us is never, ‘Look at me; listen to me; come to me; get to know me,’ but 

always, ‘Look at him, and see his glory; listen to him, and hear his word; go 

to him, and have life; get to know him, and taste his gift of joy and peace.”7 
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But let’s turn to 2 Cor 4 and let God’s own Word have the last word as its 

own commentary is the best commentary of all. 2 Cor 4 sheds light on how 

the Spirit shines the light on Christ and what the application is for our souls. 

 

2 Cor 4:4 says unbelievers can’t see it because Satan the false ‘god of this 

world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing 

the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 5 For 

what we proclaim is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, with ourselves 

as your servants for Jesus’ sake. 6 For God, who said, “Let light shine out 

of darkness,” has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of 

the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 7 But we have this treasure in 

jars of clay, to show that the surpassing power belongs to God and not to us 

 

Our unbelieving dark hearts were blinded, unable to see the glory of Christ 

but God whose Spirit was moving over the waters of the 1st creation moved 

again to make us new creations as he shone on us the light of Christ’s glory 

which we now see as our treasure. The Spirit enlightened us as he shone his 

spotlight on Jesus as glorious treasure. We’re just jars of clay, all glory is to 

Jesus, the surpassing power and glory is the treasure, not cracked pots it’s in  

 

The application for us is v. 5: don’t proclaim yourselves, proclaim Jesus as 

Lord. Paul wrote earlier to these Corinthians ‘no one can say Jesus is Lord 

except by the Holy Spirit’ (12:3). And if the Spirit doesn’t proclaim himself 

but shines the light on Christ how can we do anything else if he’s inside us? 

 

3:18 And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are 

being transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to another. 

For this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit [there’s the guiding ministry 

of the Spirit who glorifies Christ in Jn 16 so we behold the glory of Christ] 

 

He illuminates/unveils eyes so we can see the glory of the Lord, and as we 

see it we’re being transformed by it. Beholding is becoming, and the more 

we can see Christ, the more we’re being conformed to the image of Christ. 

1 Jn 3:2 says when we see Christ we’ll be like him, as we’ll see him as he is 

 

This takes us back to where we started: show us Christ, we should pray to 

the Spirit of God, reveal your glory through the preaching of your word. We 

should come like the men in Jn 12 saying ‘we wish to see Jesus.’ Pray to the 

Spirit, ‘I want to see Jesus, show me Jesus in your Word, make Jesus bigger 

and me smaller, help me make much of the Savior and little of self. He must 
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increase, I must decrease. Ask the Spirit’s help to magnify and glorify Jesus 

and minimize self. Let the Word of Christ dwell in you richly, Col 3 says, if 

you compare it to Eph 5 it’s how we’re filled with the Spirit. And whatever 

you do in word or deed, in food or drink, do all to the glory of God in Christ  

 

I close in prayer with the prayer of Eph 3:16 ‘that according to the riches of 

his glory he may grant you to be strengthened with power through his Spirit 

in your inner being, 17 so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through 

faith—that you, being rooted and grounded in love, 18 may have strength to 

comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height 

and depth, 19 and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, that 

you may be filled with all the fullness of God. 20 Now to him who is able to 

do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, according to the 

power at work within us, 21 to him be glory in the church and in Christ …’  
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