
The Clash and Collision between Jesus and Religion 

Matthew 15:1 Then came to Jesus scribes and Pharisees, 

which were of Jerusalem, saying, 2 Why do thy disciples 

transgress the tradition of the elders? for 

they wash not their hands when they eat bread. 3 But he 

answered and said unto them, Why do ye also transgress 

the commandment of God by your 

tradition? 4 For God commanded, saying, Honour thy 

father and mother: and, He that curseth father or mother, let 

him die the death. 5 But ye say, Whosoever shall say to his 

father or his mother, It is a gift, by whatsoever thou mightest 

be profited by me; 6 And honour not his father or his mother, 

he shall be free. Thus have ye made the 

commandment of God of none effect by 

your tradition. 7 Ye hypocrites, well did Esaias prophesy 

of you, saying, 8 This people draweth nigh unto me with their 

mouth, and honoureth me with their lips; but their heart is far 

from me. 9 But in vain they do worship me, teaching for 
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doctrines the commandments of men. 10 

And he called the multitude, and said unto them, 

Hear, and understand: 11 Not that 

which goeth into the mouth defileth a man; but that which 

cometh out of the mouth, this defileth a man. 12 Then came 

his disciples, and said unto him, Knowest thou that the 

Pharisees were offended, after they heard 

this saying? 13 But he answered and said, Every plant, which 

my heavenly Father hath not planted, shall be rooted up. 14 

Let them alone: they be blind leaders of the blind. And if 

the blind lead the blind, both shall fall into the 

ditch. 15 Then answered Peter and said unto him, 

Declare unto us this parable. 16 And Jesus said, 

Are ye also yet without understanding? 17 Do not ye yet 

understand, that whatsoever entereth in at the mouth 
goeth into the belly, and is cast out into the draught? 18 But 

those things which proceed out of the mouth come 
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forth from the heart; and they defile the man.19 For out of 

the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, 

fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphemies: 20 These are 

the things which defile a man: but to eat with 

unwashen hands defileth not a man. 

1. Jesus clashes with religion 1 Then came to Jesus 

scribes and Pharisees, which were of Jerusalem, 

saying, 2 Why do thy disciples transgress the 

tradition of the elders? for they wash not their 

hands when they eat bread. 3 But he answered and said 

unto them, Why do ye also transgress the 

commandment of God by your 

tradition? 

a. This is one of the most important passages in the 

Scriptures 

i. This is a collision of two views of God and what He 

wants 
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ii. There is no way there can be a compromise. One has to 

destroy the other 

iii. External rules and regulations are easier to do and 

make it easier to check up in the lives of others  

iv. Is it about the traditions of man or the commandments 

of God? 

v. Is it about what you do or what He did? 

b. The religious leaders had come from Jerusalem to talk to 

Jesus about His practices and teaching 1 Then came 

to Jesus scribes and Pharisees, which were of 

Jerusalem, saying, 

i. The religious leaders have come down from Jerusalem 

to confront Jesus 

ii. The religious leaders are not here on a pastoral visit 

iii. They are showing their great authority in a rural setting 

iv. The scribes were the legal experts  

v. The Pharisees are the most religious sect among the 

Jews 

vi. There question is why Jesus isn't following tradition 2 

Why do thy disciples transgress the 
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tradition of the elders? for they wash not 

their hands when they eat bread. 

vii.The Jews were very concerned with keeping the law 

1. You must understand that they had the law-the Torah  

2. They had prepared other books that explained the 

Torah, they had the Mishnah and the Talmud 

3. These were the traditions of the elders 

4. Tradition said that God had given Moses the oral Torah 

so that they could understand it while he was still on 

the mountain 

5. They had built what they called a fence around the 

law which was a way to keep you from ever getting 

close enough to the law to violate it 

viii.They were more interested in the commentary on the 

law than what God Himself had actually said 

1. Often their commentary on the law might contradict 

itself and they had to decide which to do 

2. There would be great discussion on how to keep a law 

as this example Exodus 16:29 See, for that the Lord 

hath given you the sabbath, therefore he giveth you 

on the sixth day the bread of two days; abide ye 
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every man in his place, let no 

man go out of his place on the 

seventh day.  
a. This was written about the manna on the sabbath 

day 

b. They turned it into a law for the rest of their lives  
c. They would not even be allowed to do something good 

on the sabbath day such as giving the poor a gift. 

i. They couldn't take a burden out of their house or it 

would be violating the sabbath 

ii. So they agreed that if you wanted to help you could 

stay in your house and stick your hand and gift 

outside and the poor could take it but don't go out 

iii. Or the poor could stick his hand in your house and 

you could put the gift in his hand 

iv. But no one could cross the threshold with a burden  

c. Jesus responds telling them that they are transgressing 

the very commandments of God 3 But he answered and 

said unto them, Why do ye also transgress the 

commandment of God by your 
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tradition? 4 For God commanded, saying, Honour 

thy father and mother: and, He that curseth father or 

mother, let him die the death. 5 But ye say, Whosoever 

shall say to his father or his mother, It is a gift, by 

whatsoever thou mightest be profited by me; 6 And 

honour not his father or his mother, he shall be free. Thus 

have ye made the commandment of God 

of none effect by your tradition. 

d. Religion’s love for God is fake 7 Ye hypocrites, well did 

Esaias prophesy of you, saying, 8 This people draweth 

nigh unto me with their mouth, and honoureth me with 

their lips; but their heart is far from me. 
e. They teach for doctrine what men say 9 But in vain they 

do worship me, teaching for doctrines the 

commandments of men.  

2. Jesus rejected the traditions of man 2 Why do thy disciples 

transgress the tradition of the elders? 

for they wash not their hands when they eat bread. 6 And 
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honour not his father or his mother, he shall be free. Thus 

have ye made the commandment of God of 

none effect by your tradition. 
a. Jesus doesn't defend his apostles he goes for the jugular  

b. Remember that the tradition is not the actual Scriptures 

but the commentaries on the Scripture 

i. The Jews had become more knowledgeable about what 

the books about the Bible said than the Bible 

ii. When you saw them reading they were not reading the 

Bible but a book about the Bible 

iii. That is much like religion today, whether they are 

1. Catholics reading the church fathers 

2. Or theologians more concerned about what the 

fathers and famous men of the past have said 

3. Or Mormons and the book of Mormon 

4. Stop reading books about the Book more than you 

read the Book 

5. Baptists more worried about what others think of 

them than checking it out in the Word of God 

iv. Remember that they are reading the Mishnah and the 

Talmud which were the oral law.  
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1. These books were the practices that they had 

developed 

2. These were like the rules on how to carry out the 

rules 

v. By the time the religious leaders were through God’s 

Word was hidden, nearly lost to the regular Jewish 

person 

1. In our society you have heard a lot about the Bible 

but very little Bible itself 

2. You go to church to hear the Bible preached and hear 

one verse with lots of opinion 

3. You follow traditions made up by our forefathers just 

as much as the Jews many times 

4. It is time to get back to reading the Bible, preaching 

the Bible, and letting the Bible be the authority 

5. It is not what did some preacher or pastor say but 

what does the Word of God say 

vi. The traditions even stated that “the words of scribes are 

more lovely than the words of the law,”  

vii.It had become a greater offense in Judaism to 

transgress the teaching of some rabbi than the very 

Scriptures. 
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c. The issue of the water 2 Why do thy disciples 

transgress the tradition of the 

elders? for they wash not their hands when they eat 

bread. 

i. The issue here wasn't cleanliness but following the rules 

to be clean 

ii. Some rabbis had taught that demons got on their hands 

while they slept and could get in them by eating if they 

didn't wash their hands ceremonially  

iii. Water jars were kept to be used before every meal 

iv. They were to wash their hands with 1 1/2 egg shells of 

water or about 3 ounces of water was the minimum 

amount 

v. The water was first poured on both hands, held with 

the fingers pointed upwards, and must run up the 

arm as far as the wrist. It must drop off from the 

wrist, for the water was now itself unclean, having 

touched the unclean hands, and, if it ran down the 

fingers again, it would again render them unclean. The 

process was repeated with the hands held in the 

opposite direction, with the fingers pointing down; and 
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then finally each hand was cleansed by being rubbed 

with the fist of the other. A really strict Jew would do all 

this, not only before a meal, but also between each of 

the courses. 

d. The issue of Corban or calling it a gift 3 But he answered 

and said unto them, Why do ye also transgress 

the commandment of God by your 

tradition? 4 For God 

commanded, saying, Honour thy 

father and mother: and, He that 

curseth father or mother, let him die 

the death. 5 But ye say, Whosoever shall say to his 

father or his mother, It is a gift, by whatsoever 

thou mightest be profited by me; 6 And honour not his 

father or his mother, he shall be free. Thus 

have ye made the commandment of God 

The Clash and Collision between Jesus and Religion, Matthew, Vision Baptist Church, December 7, 2014                    Page �  of �11 19



of none effect by your tradition.  
Mark 7:11 But ye say, If a man shall say to his father or 

mother, It is Corban, that is to say, a gift, by 

whatsoever thou mightest be profited by me; he shall be 

free.  

i. Jesus said that God wanted them to honor their father 

and mother 

ii. But they say Corban, a gift to God 

1. This keeps them from having to help their parents 

even if they are in poverty 

2. He had dedicated all his money to God and so was 

sorry he couldn't help his parents 

3. According to their tradition even if he changed his 

mind and wanted to help, he couldn't because he 

couldn't break his oath to God 

4. So Jesus said you use your traditions and scribes as 

way to make people not honor their parents 

5. The money wasn't actually given to the temple or 

synagogue. It was still in the hands of the man who 

said Corban. He used it like he wanted 
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iii. Here is the collision, the contest between two kinds of 

religion, two kinds of worship 

1. Outward rules and regulations 

a. How to wash your hands 

b. Not taking care of your parents because of a vow 

you made to God 

c. This wasn't an issue of the heart but of outward 

rules 

3. Their religion was purely external and fake 7 Ye hypocrites, 

well did Esaias prophesy of you, saying, 8 This people 

draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and honoureth me 

with their lips; but their heart is far from me. 9 But in vain 

they do worship me, teaching for doctrines 

the commandments of men. 
a. They were hypocrites 

i. They talked a good religion but it wasn't from their 

heart 

ii. They were hung up on their own teachings and not the 

Word of God 
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iii. One rabbi had said “There are ten parts of hypocrisy in 

the world, nine at Jerusalem and one everywhere else.” 

iv. Satan has no greater ally or friend than the hypocrite 

and his traditions 

v. They are both man mad and require no faith, no 

depending on God. It appeals to their pride and ego 

vi. Since no integrity is required they can talk one way and 

live another 

vii.Theirs is not true worship or love for God 

b. God’s truth is internal while tradition is external. God 

wants our hearts 

i. We believe in our hearts Romans 10:9 That if thou shalt 

confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt 

believe in thine heart that God hath raised 

him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. 10 For with 

the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and 

with the mouth confession is made unto salvation. 

ii. We love from our heart Matthew 22:37 Jesus said unto 

him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God 
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with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and 

with all thy mind.  

iii. We sing from our heart Colossians 3:16 Let the word of 

Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and 

admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and 

spiritual songs, singing with grace in your 

hearts to the Lord.  
iv. We obey from the heart Romans 6:17 But God be 

thanked, that ye were the servants of sin, but ye have 

obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine 

which was delivered you. Ephesians 6:6 Not with 

eyeservice, as menpleasers; but as the servants of 

Christ, doing the will of God from the 

heart;  
v. We give from the heart II Corinthians 9:7 Every man 

according as he purposeth in his heart, 
so let him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God 

loveth a cheerful giver.  
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c. If following Jesus consisted of external rules and 

regulations  

i. Then it is far too easy 

1. Far easier to follow a certain diet than love the 

unlovely 

2. Far easier to wash your hands a certain way than to 

be a giver 

ii. It is misleading 

1. Many live great lives in what is external but are filled 

with bitter, hateful thoughts 

2. You might feel good about yourself when you compare 

to others and have no idea where you stand with God 

d. They were the blind leading the blind 14 Let them alone: 

they be blind leaders of the blind. And if 

the blind lead the blind, both shall fall into the ditch. 

i. What you did with food would not affect you spiritually 

ii. They were not going to swallow a demon 10 And he 

called the multitude, and said unto them, 

Hear, and understand: 11 Not that 
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which goeth into the mouth defileth a man; but that 

which cometh out of the mouth, this defileth a man. 

iii. Eating with hands that had touched something a Gentile 

had touched would not destroy them 

iv. What you eat simply goes in the toilet 16 And Jesus 

said, Are ye also yet without 

understanding? 17 Do not ye yet understand, 

that whatsoever entereth in at the mouth goeth into the 

belly, and is cast out into the draught? 

e. What really affects you is what is in your heart 18 But 

those things which proceed out of the mouth come forth 

from the heart; and they defile the 

man. 19 For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, 

murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, 

blasphemies: 20 These are the things which defile a man: 

but to eat with unwashen hands defileth not a man. 

i. What they needed was to quit worrying so much about 

washing their hands and to wash their heart 

ii. If they could get a clean heart then it would change 

everything 
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f. These religious leaders and their traditions are dying. 

They have no real power 12 Then came his disciples, and 

said unto him, Knowest thou that the 

Pharisees were offended, after they heard this 

saying? 13 But he answered and said, Every plant, which 

my heavenly Father hath not planted, shall be rooted up. 

14 Let them alone: they be blind leaders of the blind. And 

if the blind lead the blind, both shall fall into the ditch. 

i. They are not saying what my Father says 

ii. They have no real durability neither them nor their 

teachings 

iii. What God says will stand and men will fall and fail 

iv. Just don't worry about them. They have decided their 

own faith 

v. They are headed for the ditch 

4. How do we apply this to our lives today? 

a. Know that there is nothing in Christianity that is based on 

externals 

i. The truth will affect the outside 
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ii. But we are not looking on the outside and know that He 

isn't 

iii. It is never about what we do but what He has done 

iv. It is about be not do 

v. It is identity not action 

b. Religion still has traditions and we need to be careful to 

get into the Scripture and not follow men 

c. While their rules seem silly to us we must remember that 

they were as real to them as our rules are to us 

d. We should never get hung up on man’s opinion but spend 

our time getting into His Word. Not tradition but truth 

e. Don’t lose your Bible to tradition 

f. Never try to use truth to cover for something selfish. 

Don't be a hypocrite. True Christianity is a heart issue 

g. Know that truth will stand 

h. So get into the Bible and get the Bible into you  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