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Reason #8 - Because in the Grace Age some don’t   heed   medical counsel and take medicine. 

 

Timothy was told by Paul to drink wine, not water for his stomach problem (I Timothy 5:23).  

Had Timothy refused to heed this wise counsel, he would have still had the stomach problems.  

Sometimes people just refuse to listen to good sound medical advice.  In our first church, there 

was a man with serious heart and diabetic problems.  His doctor advised him by following a 

specific diet and by a little exercise, he could live a long productive life.  One time when I was at 

this man’s home, he was laughing and joking about the fact that he was not obeying and was 

eating any thing he wanted, in spite of what his doctor told him.  He died.  He wouldn’t listen to 

counsel.  Many people are sick because they don’t listen or take their proper medicine.  

 

Reason #9 - Because in the Grace Age some heed medical counsel and don’t   pray  . 

 

King Asa had a very serious foot disease.  He went to see his doctors, which was the right thing 

to do, but he didn’t pray to God in the process.  As a result, he died (II Chronicles 16:12-13).  On 

the other hand, King Hezekiah was diseased the first thing he did was to pray and in the 

aftermath of prayer, he took medical treatment and he lived (II Kings 20:2-7).   

 

When one of God’s people gets sick, they need to seek medical help, but they also need to pray.  

Since God permits the sickness in the Grace Age, prayer and dependency on Him is vital to the 

process. 

 

Reason #10 - Because in the Grace Age God may use sickness as a   judgment   for sin.  

                         I Corinthians 11:30; James 5:13-18; Revelation 2:22-23 

 

We must remember that this is the Grace Age and therefore, God does not typically or instantly 

deal with sin issues.  He gives people time to repent and respond.  Those who lie to the church 

don’t drop instantly dead like Ananias and Saphira in Acts 5, but generally have time to repent 

and resolve things. 

 

However, every once in a while God will judge one of His own through sickness.  There are 

times when He may authorize a sickness to strike down one of His own as a judgment.  In this 

case, the sickness is a means of trying to get the person to repent of something.  If the believer 

repents, the sickness will be lifted, if he doesn’t the sickness will probably take a believer home 

to be with the Lord. 

 

J. Vernon McGee said that he believed one time in his life, God gave him a sickness so he would 

deal with something, which he did.   

 

Reason #11 – To make us a better Christlike minister to others.  II Cor. 1:5-6 

 

When we experience a sickness, we are able to empathize and minister to others in a very 

personal way. 
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There are a couple of key observations we want to make about this type of sickness: 

 

(Observation #1) - Other people should hold their tongues in assuming the sickness is because  

                                   of some sin in a person’s life. 

 

In the book of Job, three of his “friends” kept telling Job they knew there was some hidden sin in 

his life and that was the reason for his sickness.  God held those guys accountable and would not 

even accept their worship until they made things right with Job (Job 42:7-9).  In our list of 

reasons for sickness here there are ten possibilities.  So the chances of the sickness being due to a 

sin issue are one in ten.  Unless you are in a truly good position to say for sure which of the ten it 

is, it is best to keep one’s mouth and opinions to oneself. 

 

(Observation #2) - The anointing with oil by the Elders in James 5 is in the context of  

                                   confessing sin.  James 5:14, 15, 16 

 

If a judgment has been given by God for a sin issue and the recipient of the judgment senses this, 

that one may call the Elders of a church to anoint with oil and confess the sin and God will lift 

the judgment.  Most of the time, people, who are anointed with oil, aren’t sick due to a 

sin/judgment issue and they totally neglect this context.  It is not the Elders who contact the sick 

person, it is the sick person under judgment who contacts the Elders and apparently this person 

has some specific sin notion as to what this is all about.  When the Elders arrive and the sin is 

confessed and the Elders anoint with oil, healing will be the result. 

 

QUESTION #13 – What are the Grace Age miracles we are able to see today? 

 

God does not want His people groping in the dark to try and discover some miracle.  He wants 

them seen and known in every dispensation.  

 

We may recall that there are two ways God may perform a miracle directly or indirectly.  If He 

performs a miracle by Himself, it is a direct miracle.  If He uses an individual to perform the 

miracle, it is an indirect miracle (see p. 7 of your notes).  In this Grace Age, God does not 

work indirectly through a human to perform some sign and wonder miracle; however, He 

does do some miraculous things directly and He permits His people to see it and share it. 
 

If one of the purposes of a miracle is to glorify God, the God glorifying believer must know 

exactly what to look for in seeing the miraculous at this present time in the Church Age, because 

when the believer sees it, he/she may give glory to God.  

 

Church Age Direct Miracle #1 - The miracle of soul   salvation  . 

 

When a sinner believes on Jesus Christ as Savior, the actual logistics of this are so stupendous 

and miraculous that there is so much “joy in heaven” (Luke 15:7) that the angels rejoice  

(Luke 15:10).  Angels view this moment as a miracle of God.    

 


