
GOD’S LOVE FOR HIS PEOPLE 

Introduction  

It is either encouraging or disconcerting when we discover someone has been thinking about us. If 

they know things about us it has a greater impact. It is even greater if we discover they have made 

plans for our life. That is what this passage of scripture is about.  

The Spirit of God led Isaiah to write his prophecy to people who were suffering; some even 

wondered if God had forgotten them. They would be astonished when they read the message God 

had given.  

That also happens when someone converts to Christ. They discover things they had not realised 

before. God discloses his love for them – something they could never have imagined.  

This text is God speaking to every believer in Christ. If that is you – this is God speaking to you. 

God tells about himself 

He mentions himself before he mentions anything else – ‘But now, thus says the LORD …’ this 

reminds us to look to him more than thinking about ourselves. Some people when they are hurt 

spend too much time prodding the sore spot in the hope it will go away. It won’t – until they take 

the remedy. God in Christ is the remedy for our hurts, and we will only get better when we focus on 

him instead of on ourselves.  

The word ‘LORD’ is the name God used to identify himself to his people. In the original language it 

has implications of being self-sufficient and utterly dependable. Why rely on self or on other humans 

when we have a God who is totally trustworthy? ‘Look unto me and be saved … for I am God and 

there is none else’ (Isaiah 45:22).  

It also refers to the covenant God made with his people. He is pointing to his promises, their 

response, and his faithfulness. He is their God is a sense in which he is no one else’s God. The rest of 

what he says is the result of that.  

God tells about the relationship 

He describes his relationship with his people – and this has a practical purpose, for in the middle of it 

he says, ‘Fear not’. It is a relationship that should drive out fear. We have a reminder of this in 1 John 

4:18 where the apostle speaks about perfect love banishing fear. God’s love is perfect; ours is not. So 

in practice we do not always get the comfort out of the relationship that we should. If it was one of 

mutual love we wold not be afraid. Looking to the perfect love of God and responding in sincerity is 

the way to have such a relationship.  

He says, ‘I created you’. Only God can say that. The initiative was his. Our appearing in this world 

was not by chance. He has a purpose for us. 

That is confirmed when he says, ‘I formed you’. That expression refers to shaping material to make it 

what we want. Both words are used in the first creation – he created out of nothing, then he shaped 

what he had made. Every believer is a work in progress; they are not on their own, God is shaping 

them.  

So you can have confidence - in your Maker who loves you and is working in you.  



Then he says, ‘I have redeemed you’. It is the language of the slave market. You belonged to 

someone else and he wanted to buy you from a cruel master and set you free as a child of God. He 

did that when he paid the penalty for sin at the cross. You were no longer condemned by God’s Law. 

Satan no longer had you in his power. Your sin is broken and will eventually disappear. Death cannot 

hold you any longer than Jesus permits.  

Now you belong to him – a gracious Master. He is free – the Son of God – and he has made you free 

also. He is in charge of God’s household, and you are to do as he says. ‘My yoke is easy and my 

burden is light’ (Mathew 11:30). The difference between your old master and the new cannot be 

greater.  

He says. ‘I have called you by name’. His dealings with you are intensely personal. When you heard 

him speak in the Bible it was as if there was no one else for him to speak to. He already knew you. It 

is like Saul of Tarsus – Jesus called him, ‘Saul, Saul …?’ All Saul could say was ‘Who are you Lord?’ 

calling someone’s name catches their attention. That is what Jesus did, and you responded. Now you 

want that intimacy to continue, and when it disappears you feel something is wrong.  

He adds, ‘You are mine’, as a husband might say to his wife, or a wife to her husband. You are 

precious in his sight. He refuses to lose you. If your old master reappears and tries to get you to 

return to him Jesus will drive him away. But he expect you to drive him away because it is your heart 

he wants above all else.  

God reassures  

The relationship is real and practical, but that does not mean we will find life easy. This is a fallen 

world. Jesus has sent us into it to bring his gospel to others. So we can expect to meet the same 

troubles that others meet. However, we can also expect Jesus’ help in them.  

So he says, ‘When you pass through the waters … when you walk through fire …’ Then he goes on to 

reassure you as to what will (and will not) happen.  

‘I will be with you.’ He is not a remote Saviour but a God close at hand. That was seen in a 

conspicuous way when Daniel’s friends were thrown into Nebuchadnezzar’s fire; a fourth person 

‘like the Son of God’ appeared there with them. Whether or not we see him Jesus is with us. He is ‘a 

very present help in trouble’ (Psalm 46:1). God promised to uphold his Christ (Isaiah 42:1) and he 

strengthens all his people. Paul wrote, ‘God is faithful, and he will not let you be tempted beyond 

your ability, but with the temptation he will also provide the way of escape that you may be able to 

endure it’ (1 Corinthians 10:13). Jesus is with you in the sense that he sympathises – he feels the 

pain because he has been in those situations himself.  

‘ … the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you’. In Psalm 69 the Messiah complained he had come into 

deep waters where he could no longer stand. That was so you would never be overwhelmed by the 

troubles you go through. At the end of each one you are still alive, you still have your faith, your sins 

are still forgiven, the Holy Spirit  dwells in you and produces good fruit in your life, and the Father 

still loves you with an infinite love. And soon, the troubles will be swallowed up in glory. Are you 

afraid you will perish? The God who loves you, who redeemed you and called you will make sure he 

does not lose you. ‘No man can pluck them out of my hand’ (John 10:28).  

‘ … you shall not be burned’. Are you afraid of pain? Or of being permanently damaged? As the fire 

failed to burn Daniel’s friends so the troubles God allows will not burn you. In fact, they are 

producing treasure in heaven (2 Corinthians 4:17).  



God went on the remind Isaiah’s people of what he had done for them in the past. He gave Egypt for 

them so they would serve him in freedom. And every other enemy was dispatched likewise. He who 

gave the Son for us, ‘will he not with him freely give us all things’? (Romans 8:32).  


