
Heb. 6:9-12 (WCF 18:1-2)  “The Full Assurance of Hope”

For the Children: Sometimes sick people are put on medication that takes a while to be seen to be working. 
At first, you can’t see any improvement, but you keep going because you trust that the doctor knows what 
he’s talking about.  Our Great Doctor, the Lord Jesus, tells us that we may be certain that if we believe in 
Him, He will heal us of all our sins, and we shall be saved.  We do trust that – and we should, it is absolutely, 
100% certain – but sometimes we can’t see it happening and begin to doubt.  If we are patient, though, we 
will see it all happen.  Questions: Why do some of God’s children find it hard to believe that they will be 
saved?  How can we be certain we are saved?  What are some things that will make it harder for us to trust 
in God’s promises?

Introduction:

First Point: True and False Assurance
1) Those Who Have Fallen Away: There are hypocrites in God’s kingdom at present.  There are those 

who have tasted of God’s gifts but have fallen away (vss. 4-8).  There are those who do not really 
believe who still think they will go to heaven.  The existence of those who fool themselves may make 
some believers struggle with assurance.  However, while it is good to examine ourselves, the mere 
fact of false claims of assurance does not deny the existence of legitimate claims by those who truly 
believe

2) Those Who Can Expect Better Things: Hence v. 9 contrasts those who have fallen away with the 
readers, concerning whom the writer is convinced of better things – the blessings that accompany 
salvation.  In v.11 he makes it clear that sincere believers can have “full assurance.”  WCF 18:1 has 
a similar contrast.  Nor is this confidence a baseless speculation or “probable hope” as in Romanism

Second Point: The Basis for True Assurance
1) Christ Is the Ground: Hope based on man’s works will always be uncertain.  But if it is based on 

Christ’s works, it becomes absolutely certain.  Believers are God’s “beloved” in Him.  Through Him, 
our sins are completely covered and our works made acceptable.  Looking at Him inspires 
confidence – which is why Calvin called assurance the “reflex” (an automatic response) of faith.  Not 
looking at Him will undermine assurance

2) Word and Spirit: God’s Word also gives a sure testimony that believing in Christ enables us to be 
assured of salvation (Jn. 3:16, 1 Jn. 1:9).  We should likewise trust our text when it speaks of “full 
assurance.”  The Spirit adds His testimony within us, enabling us to lay hold of such promises (Rom. 
8:15-17, 23-27, Gal. 4:6-7)

3) Fruits of Regeneration: Good deeds of love to brethren demonstrating love of Christ (Mt. 25:40) can 
also help – though only in a “secondary” way, after we have looked to Christ and believed His Word 
with the aid of His Spirit.  God is not unjust so as to ignore works He has wrought within us.  For 
Christ’s sake, He graciously rewards such deeds.  To see His work in our lives in this way 
encourages us to live out of the assurances of God’s Word

Third Point: The Importance of Reinforcing Assurance
1) Diligence to Realize: This secondary role of good works in reinforcing our assurance, shows the 

importance of being diligent in serving God (v. 11).  Assurance is given as a gift, with faith, but our 
subjective enjoyment of it goes up or down according to our use of the means of grace, our zeal for 
the Lord, our efforts in resisting sin etc.  The opposite, being “sluggish,” undermines our enjoyment 
of assurance  

2) Remembering the Past: Looking at the OT record of the faith of God’s people can encourage us to 
persevere with zeal.  It also reminds us to be patient when the fullness of assurance does not come 
to us right away.  For the OT saints often had to wait to see the fulfillment of God’s promises.  In all 
this, we need to heed the warnings of Scripture against falling away – a warning that should help us 
to be assured, rather than causing us to doubt

Conclusion:


