
Advent 3 2014 

 

It has been the desire of my heart this Advent season to prepare your hearts and minds for 

the celebration of Christmas. My hope is that our time together in the Word of God 

would create in you a deep appreciation for the Gift of Jesus Christ. 

 Over the past 2 weeks we have considered: 

 

Man’s greatest need - Is his need for a Savior.  We saw both the desperate condition of 

sinful man and the wonderful grace of God when we looked at  the story of the flood 

from Genesis 6  

1. God’s Promised Seed - Last week we focused on God’s promise to send a child, 

“the seed of a woman” who would crush the head of the serpent. 

 Our study from Genesis 3 confirmed that Jesus Christ is the promised seed and 

Mary was the virgin woman through whom God would bring forth his 

promised Savior. 

 

TODAY: I hope to show you from the Scripture that Jesus Christ, the seed of the woman, 

is also the promised seed of Abraham from Genesis chapters 12, 15, 17. 

1. Christ will come from the lineage Abraham 

2. Christ will bless all nations. 

3. Christ will fulfill God’s covenant of grace 

4. Christ will be King  

5. Christ “in us” makes us children of Abraham.  (Heirs of the promise)  

 

Point #1   Christ is a physical descendant of Abraham.   

Genesis 12: 1  Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred 

and your father’s house to the land that I will show you. 2  And I will make of you a great 

nation, and I will bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 

 Take note that God’s call to Abraham is a call to separation. God called him to 

leave behind his idolatrous family and depart from his pagan homeland.  

 God’s promise to Abraham was the promise of a multitude of offspring. 

 

As Abraham awaits the promise of God to be fulfilled (not getting any younger) he 

expresses his concern that his servant Eliezer would be his only beneficiary. 

God responds:  Genesis 15: 4  And behold, the word of the LORD came to him: “This 

man shall not be your heir; your very own son shall be your heir.” 

- God tells Abraham to look at the stars, (Innumerable) so shall your descendants be 

 

In the THIRD Chapter of the Gospel of Luke, the beloved physician documents the 

genealogy of the Lord Jesus. Luke follows the Holy Seed from Adam through Seth and 

then through Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and Judah, following the promised SEED he 

moves through King David and finally to the Lord Jesus.  



 When we read the genealogy of the Lord Jesus we see the sovereignty of God 

graciously overseeing His promised seed. 

 

IMPORTANT! - In order that we might know the supernatural nature of the seed of God 

and the absolute inability of man to obtain salvation through his own efforts the seed of 

God frequently comes by the direct intervention of God. 

 Remember Abraham’s wife Sarah; she was UNABLE to bear children her entire 

life until God blessed her with a son at the ripe old age of 90!  

o Imagine chasing a toddler or going through the terrible 2’s at 92 

 In the same way Isaac’s wife Rebekah was ALSO unable to bear children apart 

from divine intervention.   (Christ is a descendant of Abraham!!!) 

 

2. Christ (seed of Abraham) will bless the nations 

Genesis 12: 3 “I will bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will curse, 

and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” 

 Through the promised seed of Abraham all of the families of the earth would be 

blessed. 

 Since we already know that Jesus Christ is God’s promised seed it should follow 

that ALL of the nations of the earth would be blessed through HIM. 

 On this side of the cross we realize that this blessing is accomplished as the 

Gospel of Jesus Christ is proclaimed throughout the world. 

 The Prophet Isaiah foretold this: Speaking of Jesus Christ Isaiah writes: 

 

Isaiah 42:6 “I am the LORD; I have called you in righteousness I will take you by the 

hand and keep you; I will give you as a covenant for the people, a light for the nations, 

 The New Covenant, established through the Blood of Jesus Christ effectively 

removes the wrath of God for sin and restores man to a right relationship with 

God. 

 Paul writes to the Believers at Ephesus showing them that peace with God comes 

to all men through Christ. 

 

Ephesians 2: 17  And he came and preached peace to you who were far off and peace to 

those who were near. 18  For through him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father. 

19  So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the 

saints and members of the household of God, 

 The Gospel is that declaration of peace, the invitation delivered by the Holy Spirit 

to those who would believe.  (ALL the nations are blessed in Christ) 

 

3. Christ will fulfill God’s covenant of grace 

The covenant that God established with Abraham was a covenant wherein God provided 

the gift of righteousness by faith alone. 



Genesis 15: 5  And he brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven, and number 

the stars, if you are able to number them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your offspring 

be.”  6  And he believed the LORD, and he counted it to him as righteousness. 

 God’s covenant with Abraham was not a covenant of works or Law like the 

covenant that God established with the people of Israel through Moses.  

 The covenant of grace that God revealed to Abraham actually precedes and 

supersedes the covenant of Moses. 

 God made it very clear to Abraham that this was a covenant by grace alone: 

 

Genesis 15:7  And he said to him, “I am the LORD who brought you out from Ur of the 

Chaldeans to give you this land to possess.” 8  But he said, “O Lord GOD, how am I to 

know that I shall possess it?” 

9  He said to him, “Bring me a heifer three years old, a female goat three years old, a ram 

three years old, a turtledove, and a young pigeon.” 10  And he brought him all these, cut 

them in half, and laid each half over against the other. But he did not cut the birds in half. 

 It was the custom of that day when two individuals desired to make a covenant 

with one another that they sacrificed an animal, cutting it in 2 and walking 

together through the blood that lie between the halves.  

o The blood served as a seal and a warning to anyone who would break the 

covenant.  

 Abraham is waiting for God to arrive so that he can walk the blood with him. 

 

11  And when birds of prey came down on the carcasses, Abram drove them away. 

12  As the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell on Abram. And behold, dreadful and 

great darkness fell upon him. 

 Abraham frantically drives away the birds of prey until he cannot do it any longer. 

He worked until he could no longer work and then God arrives. 

 God’s covenant of Grace is founded upon HIS work and not the work of man.  

o Let me explain: Sinful man HAS NO ABILITY to fulfill any covenant 

responsibility with God.  (The Law was given to prove that fact) 

o So when Abraham is asleep God walks the blood HIMSELF. 

 

Genesis 15: 17  When the sun had gone down and it was dark, behold, a smoking fire pot 

and a flaming torch passed between these pieces. 18  On that day the LORD made a 

covenant with Abram, saying, “To your offspring I give this land, from the river of Egypt 

to the great river, the river Euphrates, 

 In this covenant God condescends to man and walks the blood himself. 

 This is a beautiful picture of Christ who, By himself, bore the blood of the 

covenant for our redemption. 

 

4.   Christ will be King  



Genesis 17:4 “Behold, my covenant is with you, and you shall be the father of a 

multitude of nations. 5  No longer shall your name be called Abram, but your name shall 

be Abraham, for I have made you the father of a multitude of nations. 6  I will make you 

exceedingly fruitful, and I will make you into nations, and kings shall come from you. 

 We know that a multitude of kings arose from Abraham’s line. The Books of 

Kings and Chronicles provide us with a long list of the kings of Israel and Judah. 

 BUT the king of all Kings and the Lord of all lords would be the long awaited 

seed of Abraham that would bless all of the nations. 

 The New Testament confirms that Jesus Christ is in fact this promised King. 

 

John 18: 36  Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not of this world. If my kingdom were of 

this world, my servants would have been fighting, that I might not be delivered over to 

the Jews. But my kingdom is not from the world.”  37  Then Pilate said to him, “So you 

are a king?” Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king.  

 

1 Timothy 6:15b  he who is the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord 

of lords, 

Revelation 19: 16  On his robe and on his thigh he has a name written, King of kings and 

Lord of lords. 

 

5. Christ “in us” makes us children of Abraham. (Heirs of the promise)  

Remember when God told Abraham to look at the stars: 

Genesis 15: 5  And he brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven, and number 

the stars, if you are able to number them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your offspring 

be.” 

 When I read that I can’t help but think of George Bush’s speech at the 1988 

Republican national Convention 

 

He described his vision for America in this way:  "a brilliant diversity spread like stars, 

like a thousand points of light in a broad and peaceful sky.” 

 What is it that God is showing Abraham as he looks up at the stars? 

 

I believe from God’s Word that Abraham was seeing much more than his physical 

descendants. 

 I believe that ONE of those “points of light.” One of the stars that Abraham saw as 

he gazed into the sky was ME. I hope that you see yourself in this promise as well. 

 Our UNION with Jesus Christ by faith, that union wherein we have been justified 

by the grace of God through faith in Jesus Christ has made us spiritual children of 

Abraham, heirs of God, joint heirs with Christ, partakers in the blessings given by 

God to the descendants of Abraham.   

 



Galatians 3:6 just as Abraham “believed God, and it was counted to him as 

righteousness” 7  Know then that it is those of faith who are the sons of Abraham. 

8  And the Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, preached 

the gospel beforehand to Abraham, saying, “In you shall all the nations be blessed.” 

9  So then, those who are of faith are blessed along with Abraham, the man of faith. 

 Paul refers to the message that Abraham received from God as the Gospel. 

 It was through FAITH in the Gospel that was preached that Abraham was declared 

“righteous.” 

 And so it is with us! The Gospel is the power of God unto salvation (in every 

generation) 

 Think about the promises that God gave to Abraham: (TWO-FOLD) 

1. Justification by grace through faith 

2. Eternal Inheritance 

 

- Justification: Abraham believed God and it was counted to him as righteousness.  

(Rom 4:3) 

Romans 5:1Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God 

through our Lord Jesus Christ. 2  Through him we have also obtained access by faith into 

this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 

 

- Eternal Inheritance 

Genesis 17:7, (speaking of the seed of Abraham) HE will be their God (to Abraham) and 

his offspring after him. – We see this in Revelation 21:3  “Behold, the dwelling place of 

God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself 

will be with them as their God.” 

 Inherit the land - Heir of the world! 

 

Romans 4: 13  For the promise to Abraham and his offspring that he would be heir of the 

world did not come through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 

 Heir of the World!   (Jesus said – The meek shall inherit the earth) 

 

Revelation 5:9  And they sang a new song, saying, “Worthy are you to take the scroll and 

to open its seals, for you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed people for God 

from every tribe and language and people and nation, 10  and you have made them a 

kingdom and priests to our God, and they shall reign on the earth.” 

 

How does one become a descendant of Abraham?  

 In the same way that Abraham’s Faith in God’s Word was credited to him as 

righteousness, our faith in the Gospel likewise endues us with the gift of 

righteousness. 

 Of all the gifts that you anticipate this Advent I pray that this is your #1 gift. 
 


