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At this time, I invite you to open your Bibles to Matthew 7. We'll be reading verses 13 
through 29. If you're using a Pew Bible, that can be found on page 812. Matthew 7:13-29. 
Hear the word of the Lord.

13 "Enter by the narrow gate. For the gate is wide and the way is easy that 
leads to destruction, and those who enter by it are many. 14 For the gate is 
narrow and the way is hard that leads to life, and those who find it are few. 

15 "Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep's clothing but 
inwardly are ravenous wolves. 16 You will recognize them by their fruits. 
Are grapes gathered from thornbushes, or figs from thistles? 17 So, every 
healthy tree bears good fruit, but the diseased tree bears bad fruit. 18 A 
healthy tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a diseased tree bear good fruit. 
19 Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the 
fire. 20 Thus you will recognize them by their fruits. 

21 "Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of 
heaven, but the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. 22 
On that day many will say to me, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your 
name, and cast out demons in your name, and do many mighty works in 
your name?' 23 And then will I declare to them, 'I never knew you; depart 
from me, you workers of lawlessness.' 

24 "Everyone then who hears these words of mine and does them will be 
like a wise man who built his house on the rock. 25 And the rain fell, and 
the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house, but it did not 
fall, because it had been founded on the rock. 26 And everyone who hears 
these words of mine and does not do them will be like a foolish man who 
built his house on the sand. 27 And the rain fell, and the floods came, and 
the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell, and great was the 
fall of it." 
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28 And when Jesus finished these sayings, the crowds were astonished at 
his teaching, 29 for he was teaching them as one who had authority, and 
not as their scribes. 

This is God's word.

Do keep your Bibles open at Matthew chapter 7. Before ever people knew the stories of 
the star or the wise men or the virgin birth, they knew Jesus as a teacher and as a teacher 
and preacher, we are coming to the end this morning of our study in the greatest sermon 
that we have recorded that our Lord preached. The people who heard it were astounded, 
we're told, by the authority with which he spoke. It wasn't by the accumulation of 
quotations from the rabbinical scholars that they were impressed, it was rather that Jesus 
in himself with the voice of God, was teaching them. He wasn't even like Moses who was 
passing on secondhand what God had said, here is Jesus by his own authority, declaring 
the word of God to men and women.

The theme of his sermon is that he has come into the world as the King. He's been 
preaching the kingdom of God and now he's going to spell out in the sermon what that 
kingdom is. He has come into the world to establish a new kingdom, a new authority 
structure. He has come in the midst of all the kingdoms of the world to call out a people 
for himself who come under his authority. His kingdom will be entirely different, quite 
unlike anything the world has ever seen. His sermon, like so many Baptist sermons, had 
three points: first of all, there is the kingdom of God, that was chapter 5 in which he 
introduces us, that's a major theme of chapter 5, to what the kingdom of God is like. Who 
is in this kingdom? Well, it's not the great and the famous and the spectacular people of 
the world, the people who are in this kingdom are poor in spirit. They have recognized 
their spiritual poverty before God; they have humbled themselves under the mighty hand 
of God; they are meek; they are humble people. They are aware that they have nothing to 
bargain with, nothing to plead. They have come with empty hands, "Nothing in my hands 
I bring, simply to thy cross I cling." The Beatitudes describe the character, the profile, of 
the people who belong to the kingdom and though they are nothing but spiritually poor, 
they have an impact in the world as salt, as light. They arrest the corruption of the world. 
They shine the light of the Gospel in the world. They are Jesus' people. They live by the 
law of God and you can recognize them because that law has gone further down, deeper 
into their hearts and into their lives.

Chapter 6 talks about the fatherhood of God, that is, that these people know God as their 
Father. They know him as Abba. They have a special relationship with God. And in that 
sixth chapter, as Jesus expounds the fatherhood of God, he says the Father wants a real 
relationship, not a fake relationship with his people. He wants them to know him for real. 
He doesn't want them to play act. He doesn't want hypocrisy. He doesn't want them 
pretending. He wants people to know him for real and Jesus expounds that.

Then in chapter 7, and we're still really under this heading as we come to an end this 
morning of this sermon of Jesus, the theme is the judgment of God, that is, that all of our 
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lives are lived under the eye of God. So the chapter begins by a word to us, "Judge not." 
That is, we are not to judge the thoughts or intentions or motivations or dispositions or 
purposes of a person's heart. To judge those is above our pay-grade. We can't see the 
heart. God only sees the heart. He reads the heart. He understands what's going on, what 
the motives are. We are not to judge one another's motives. That doesn't mean we aren't 
to judge absolutely. Jesus throughout this sermon balances absolute statements on one 
side or another; we are to be discerning. We are to discern good from evil from a person's 
actions, from a person's word. We are to judge between what is true and what is false. We 
have discernment. We are not to throw what is holy to the dogs. So Jesus is teaching us 
judgment. We're under the eye of God and we are racing inexorably toward the final 
judgment when we shall all stand before God. It has been a forthright, strong, 
unapologetic sermon with some humor. Yes, the wry humor of the throwaway line at the 
end of one section; the comic humor of the log sticking out of the ophthalmologist's eye 
illustration on the other. One absolute statement balanced with another. Strong, straight 
application. Speaking on his own authority as the Son of God and as Israel's Messiah 
laced through with biblical quotations and insights. The people are impressed but I want 
you to remember if you've been here before and following this series so far and I want 
you to know if you haven't been, that Jesus is primarily here talking to his disciples, that 
is, his followers. He is addressing the church and when we get to the impact of this 
application at the very end of his sermon, you need to keep that in your mind: he is 
talking to the church. He is talking to those who name his name and he's saying this to 
them, Jesus is saying, "I don't want your praise. I don't want you telling me what a great 
sermon the Sermon on the Mount is. I want to know what you're going to do with this 
sermon. I want to know whether this sermon is going to make any difference in your life 
and in your thinking and in the way you live."

Let's see how he applies it here. He applies it to life's choices. He begins, verse 13, "Enter 
by the narrow gate." He describes two ways. His teaching has always been Bible-based 
and you can find where he's getting this if you look at the very first Psalm. In that Psalm 
he describes the way of the righteous and the way of the wicked. Here is Jesus boiling it 
all down and he says that life comes to two choices in the end. Now, in this sense, he's 
being counter-cultural. Everything in our culture has to do with multiple choices. I go in 
for a coffee, will it be a small, medium or large? Tall, grande or vente. Will it be real or 
will it be that other stuff, decaf? Will it be a latte or a cappuccino or an Americano or a 
mocha? Well, which one will it be? Will it be, if it's a latte, will it have the froth taken off 
as I always ask it because I want it hot? Will it be extra hot, no froth latte? Will it be 
French vanilla latte? Caramel latte? Peppermint latte? Will it be to have here or to go? All 
of these choice so whenever I go in to order my coffee and I say, "I want my grande, 
regular, skimmed, extra hot, no froth, vanilla latte, but the vanilla please that has no sugar 
in it because I'm on a diet, to go." I mean, it's very complicated, isn't it? It's very 
complicated and there's a sense in which in the religious world of today, there are all of 
these choices. We like choices. People in the world want multiple choices of all these 
religious or philosophical ideas that are out there and they want to pick from this one and 
pick from that one and pick from the other one and here is the Lord Jesus Christ at the 
end of his sermon, listen to this, this is the baby of Bethlehem grown up to be a man, 
here's what he has to say to people, "There are only two choices." You're either his way 
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or you're not his way. You're either going the narrow way or you're not going anywhere 
at all except to hell. That is Jesus' choice. 

And his command is this, "Enter the narrow gate." In John's Gospel, he calls himself the 
gate, "I am the gate." And he says, "I am the way, the truth, the life, no one can come to 
the Father except by me." Jesus does not give multiple-choice options to men and 
women. To you this morning if you're investigating Christianity, I'm sorry, I cannot fudge 
it enough to make you think that there are multiple ways of getting to God because I 
would be deceiving you if I did. There are only two choices that you have before you. 
And even church, as God's people, here it is, here it is clearly stated by the Lord Jesus: 
there is a narrow gate to enter, only one way in and it's narrow from the very beginning. 
When I was a little boy, I used to play in fields behind our house and there was this huge 
wall against an estate, private lands, and you could find at the bottom of the wall just a 
tiny, tiny little opening that was intended for the sheep. They could go through there and 
they could graze inside the private lands or they could graze in the public fields where I 
was playing. And I loved to try and squeeze through. I could do it when I was really 
small and then as I grew up, I could not get through it today. It was really tight. That's the 
picture Jesus is painting here. Do you know what it means to follow Jesus? It is tight, 
constricting, small. You don't get to take your ego in with you because the people inside 
are people who are poor in spirit. You don't get to take your arrogance in with you 
because the people inside our meek. They mourn over their sin. That's the way it is and 
it's exclusive. It's exclusive from the very beginning. There are only two choices. There is 
no room for syncretism here.

What's it like once you're in to Jesus? Is it that you come to Jesus and then once you've 
kind of got through that first initial little difficulty of coming to Jesus, then it all opens 
out and it's all health, wealth, happiness? Jesus says, "No, the narrow gate leads to a 
narrow way." There are limitations. There are restrictions all the way. Jesus spelled that 
out in chapter 5 at the beginning of the sermon, there is the law of God and he says, "For 
my people, the law of God is not simply ticking off the list of things we don't do, it is 
going further in, deeper down, looking into the heart, to the motivations of your heart, to 
the desires of your heart, to the longings of your heart," because the whole way is a 
narrow way. It is a limited way. It involves separation. Separation from the crowd. The 
crowds are going one way and Jesus' people are going another way. That means being 
different and we hate being different. 

When I was growing up, my mother used to knit things. If you don't know what knitting 
is, ask your grandmother and she'll tell you because you don't know how to do it anymore 
but knitting was a way that people made clothes in those days themselves, purling, that's 
the only word I remember. She would make me a sweater for school, ostensibly in the 
school colors. But the people who could afford to go to the shop and buy their sweaters 
from the shop, their sweaters were very finely woven; they were the right school color. 
Mine were always chunky and sometimes they weren't quite made properly and they 
were made actually for a slightly different shape of person than I was and I always felt 
different. I always felt awkward. I hated having to wear that sweater. I never told her. She 
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now knows in heaven, somebody spread the word but she's perfect so she won't get mad 
at me.

But it's awful being different. Jesus' people are different, through the narrow gate, to the 
narrow way because as we go this way, we're leaving the way of the world with its sin 
and its selfish ambition and its covetousness. The world says, "Fight back," and Jesus 
says to his people, "You don't fight back," this is in personal relationships. The world 
says, "Believe in yourself. Inflate your ego. Tell yourself how great you are." Jesus says, 
"Be meek, poor in spirit." The world says in its newspapers, "You can judge and you can 
criticize people's motives and their desires." We're doing it to politicians all the time. 
We're doing it of celebrities all the time. You can do it of other people if you want all the 
time. Jesus says, "Judge not that ye be not judged." In other words, these limitations last 
the whole way.

This narrow gate leads to a narrow way. There is suffering in this way. Jesus has spelled 
that out in chapter 5, "Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake for 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are you when people revile you, persecute you 
and say all kinds of evil things against you falsely for my name's sake." Following Jesus 
leads to suffering. It is a narrow way. Are you discouraged by that, Christian friend? Are 
you tempted to walk away? There were many people listening to Jesus' sermon that day 
and they ended up walking away from Jesus finally and completely and they were lost. 
You may want to do that. I'm urging you to think about it. 

This is Jesus speaking and he's quoting from that first Psalm and in that first Psalm there 
is also the teaching that Jesus gives us here about the destiny. Where are these paths 
going? This broad path? Everybody is milling into this broad gate, along this broad path. 
Everybody is there. You want to be anybody, you want to be with that crowd. You want 
to be recognized and accepted, you want to be with that crowd. You want to end up in 
hell, you want to be with that crowd. Jesus says there is one destiny. If you go that way, 
that broad way, what does he say? It leads to destruction. Do you know there is no 
biblical speaker who speaks more forthrightly about hell than Jesus does? In fact, in 
many ways if you read the New Testament as a book right through, you will come to the 
conclusion that the other writers believe exactly everything Jesus says but they leave him 
to say it when it comes to hell, it is so frightening. And I would be failing you if I didn't 
point that out to you this morning.

So here we have the need to be on the narrow road. Jesus says, "Take the narrow way. 
Few there are who find it." I don't think he's commenting there on the number of people 
who will finally be saved, I think what he's commenting on there is this: there are not 
many people who want to go there. There are not many people who are looking to go that 
way. We used to talk about having seeker friendly services. The idea was that if you 
made your messages simpler, if you used a Bible translation that didn't use any big 
words, if you entertained them for a little while, then they would find their way to Jesus. 
The problem is with that ministry is this: it was based on an inadequate presupposition. 
The presupposition was that there were people seeking God. The Bible says there is no 
one who seeks after God. There are no seekers out there until the Holy Spirit puts it in 
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their heart to seek him and those who seek him find him. They find him. You should be 
praying that God sends seekers amongst us. Any seeking that's going on, the Christmas 
story tells us about that. The Lord Jesus came into the world, why? He came to seek and 
to save that which was lost. The wonder of Christmas is the Son of God came into such a 
world as this to save his people.

Two ways. Two ways. Jesus puts before us the choices of life. He says, "You have to 
make a choice." Believer, you have to make that choice. You are following him, you have 
made that commitment in the beginning but listen, this is a commitment to the way, not 
just the gate but the way, the way of life. You need to ask yourself, "Am I on that way? 
Have I just made a public profession of Jesus but I'm not in the way of Jesus?" You have 
to ask yourself that question, "Are you in the way?"

But there are influences to keep you away from Jesus. Look at what he says next, verse 
15, "Beware of false prophets." And you'll notice, by the way, that really the end of this 
whole chapter is teasing out who these might be, these false prophets. When Jesus was 
here on earth, the powers of darkness kind of showed what they were made of. They 
appeared very visibly so when you read the Gospels, you find that it is bristling with talk 
about demon possession and evil spirits being in people and manifesting themselves in 
people and you'd come to the conclusion as you read the Gospels that the powers of 
darkness, these evil spirits, hate human beings. They want to dehumanize human beings 
and in particular, they want to destroy Jesus. What does he do? He expels them. He 
expels them by his teaching. His teaching drives back the powers of hell. His teaching 
expels Satan from people's lives and as Jesus' ministry goes on, so the numbers of these 
expulsions begins to run down. He's done that work. On the cross finally, he crushes 
Satan. Now, that doesn't mean that Satan is inactive but his activities have changed. He's 
very, very flexible. And in the church age that's coming up, Jesus makes it clear here, the 
feature of Satanic activity in the church age will be this feature of false teaching and you 
can see it from the history of the church. The history of the church is a history of 
controversy or controversy, depending on which side of the Atlantic you come from and I 
can't remember which side I'm on right now. I have that controversy and it'll do for now.

Why is that? Why is it that this idea of false teaching is so prevalent? I read somebody's 
Facebook during the week and they were saying that they were sick and tired with these 
Christians arguing about fine points of doctrine and putting down people who didn't 
believe them. Putting down people who didn't believe them. What's wrong with that? 
This is what's wrong with that: with the arrival of Jesus Christ at Bethlehem, truth, 
eternal, unique, final, absolute truth came into the world. The Word, that is, the Word of 
God, the Word that is utterly reliable, totally without error, the Word that created 
everything, the Word that upholds the universe, the Word became flesh, put skin on and 
became a man. Now that absolute truth has come, Satan and his hordes are determined to 
attack it. Determined to destroy it because in destroying truth and attacking truth and 
targeting truth, they are targeting Jesus. That's the kind of world we live in. We think of 
these attacks, we think of the great massive attack that has been afflicting the church for 
hundreds of years now, the attack of Islam, a Christian heresy. It has taken bits of 
Christianity, bits of Judaism, it's thrown in the false prophet's own ideas. It has 
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manufactured a religion that is utterly opposed to the things of God and is determined to 
destroy the people of God. Islam is not a good religion. 

But that's not what Jesus has in mind here. That is one form of false teaching. He has in 
mind here something far more subtle. Remember, he's talking to his own people here. So 
he describes a wolf, a predator. A wolf in sheep's clothing. That is somebody who when 
you look at them, you don't see the wolf, you see the sheep and you're all looking very 
sheepish this morning because you are. You are God's flock. You are God's people. Did 
you know that Jesus gave his life for the sheep? He has come into the world to seek out 
the sheep that have gotten lost, to bring them back into the fold and he's going to give his 
own life for the sheep. And Jesus' description of the good shepherd is this: the good 
shepherd, the good pastor, the good elder, the good church leader, the good shepherd is 
one who is always on the watch for wolves coming to assault and attack the church of 
God.

So it isn't an annoying thing that there is controversy in the church, it is an essential thing 
that there is controversy in the church. What is truth is the biggest question the church 
faces in every generation. Every generation. It isn't a little thing. These people usually 
present themselves looking like sheep, not saying anything that is wildly wrong, 
obviously and outrageously wrong, what they do is they kind of tweak the Gospel. 
Perhaps for example, they do this: maybe they are prepared to say the right things but 
they don't say the vital things, the things you need to know. Maybe they take a text and 
they read the text and they give you a kind of overview of what the text is saying and you 
read it, you listen to it and you think, "That's right. That's fair enough. That's good." But 
they never extract from the text the message that the Lord Jesus wants to be impressed on 
your conscience, on your heart, the message that is specifically for you because where 
you are right now is so dangerous, you need to hear that message.

Jesus is preaching here. He is applying his preaching to our hearts. He's using language 
here that he got out of the Bible himself way back in the days of Moses. Peter refers to 
those days in 2 Peter 2, false prophets arose among the people back then just as there will 
be false teachers among you. Israel, throughout its history, was afflicted by these false 
teachers. Jeremiah had to confront them all the time in Jerusalem when he was alive. 
Jeremiah, if you've read Jeremiah, you'll know how grateful I am that I don't have to 
preach through it and that somebody else has done it here, the reason being, I think I'd be 
halfway through Jeremiah and would put my head in a gas oven. It is so depressing. 
Jeremiah's ministry was so depressing. He was surrounded with all these people teaching 
false stuff and he has to oppose it. He has to oppose it all the time. He's got such a 
negative ministry because he has to do it. That's what a good shepherd does and he's 
being a good shepherd. What was happening was here was Jeremiah and he's saying to 
the people, "Beware. Beware. Beware. Here's a warning. A warning. A red flag. A red 
flag." And everybody's thinking, "What's with that Jeremiah? Jeremiah, he needs to get a 
life. He needs some sleep. He needs vacation. He needs anything to lighten up, 
Jeremiah." And the good preachers, what are they doing? They are coming to the people 
and they're saying, "You know, Jeremiah, you need to know, you need to know, all is 
going to be well. All this talk about war and besieging and God bringing judgment and 
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destroying the temple and the city of Jerusalem, all of that talk is just monstrously bad 
talk. It's not acceptable kind of talk. Peace. Peace." And God says, "There is no peace."

The most serious thing of all is God's own comment about that preaching that was telling 
everybody, "It's okay. It's alright. I'll comfort you. I'll bless your heart. I'll tell you what 
you need to hear, what you want to hear, not what you need to hear." God says, "My 
people love, love to have it so." Of course they do. Nobody wants a sermon that feels 
more like a punch in the solar plexus than a pat on the back. Here's Jesus applying his 
word. You know the kind of sermons that he's thinking of, are the sermons that avoid all 
the hard stuff we get in the Sermon on the Mount. The sermons that avoid the law of God 
and its implications for us. The sermons that apply the judgment of God and the 
knowledge that that judgment affects the way I live my life. Those attacks, perhaps 
ultimately will undermine our belief in the very basis of what Christ has done. Wolves in 
sheep's clothing.

So a wolf can disguise itself but Jesus says, "If you have your eyes open, you can see 
fruit," because he uses a second analogy, he uses the analogy of a tree. A tree cannot 
disguise its condition. It cannot disguise, for example, what kind of tree it is. If it's an 
apple tree, you're going to find apples on it. If it's a fig tree, you'll find figs on it. There 
you are. It's quite clear. You will know what kind of tree a tree is. Jesus says, "These 
false teachers may come in disguise but actually you will soon be able to observe if you 
look carefully, you will be able to observe who they really are." Not only that, a tree can 
be diseased and so it may not produce fruit at all or if it does produce fruit, it will be 
diseased fruit. Jesus warns us. He's saying, "Whenever somebody talks in your small 
group, whenever somebody teaches in a Bible class, whenever someone preaches from a 
pulpit, whenever someone articulates their opinion about what the Bible says or not, 
listen carefully, listen carefully, what do they not say?" In other words, how is truth 
diminished by subtraction? Or what do they say that you don't actually see clearly in the 
Bible? Do they diminish truth by addition? Or you notice how they take what the Bible 
says, perhaps, and they just simply push it in a different direction, they distort it. They 
diminish the truth by distortion. 

What they say is important. Not only what they say but the manner of their life. That's 
what Jesus, I think, is referring to hear. Another thing he's referring to, conduct, the kind 
of influence a person has, the people they influence. What do they do? Jesus elsewhere 
uses the illustration of a cup, washing a cup. You can turn the cup upside down and put it 
under the tap and wash the outside of the cup, dry the outside of the cup and put it down. 
You haven't addressed all those grounds or tea leaves or whatever was in the cup in the 
beginning, the stain and all that stuff. And he says, what many people in their lives, they 
only address the exterior of their lives. They are attached to Jesus. You can be a member 
of this church and be attached to Jesus but not united to Jesus. And he's describing these 
kind of people here. In other words, what Jesus is saying to us is: there are people that 
you will meet in your life and you will think, "They are church members as well," but if 
you're a prayerful person, you will begin to think to yourself, "There is nothing I can put 
my finger on but there is something, something, something that is not quite right. 
Something that makes me ill at ease."
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How can you test people? The Beatitudes are given for us to test ourselves. Did I know 
my spiritual poverty before God? Do I confess my sin? Do I hunger and thirst for 
righteousness? Or am I marked by the pride of life? I need to examine myself all the way 
to heaven because, you see, it's possible for someone to have a false peace. This is what 
he teases out in verse 21, "Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,'" so he's talking 
about people in the church, isn't he? He's not talking about non-Christian people, he's 
talking about people in the church. "Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,'" here are 
people who believe in Jesus. They not only believe in Jesus but they believe that Jesus is 
Israel's God, "Lord." They are enthusiastic about Jesus, "Lord, Lord." They have been 
doing good works for Jesus, casting out demons and so on. They've even been doing 
wonderful things, wonderful works, prophesying, speaking, revelations. And you think 
that surely somebody who does all that, surely if they're theologically orthodox, that they 
are okay. Now, you have to be theologically orthodox to be okay. The people that say 
that theological orthodoxy doesn't matter so long as you love Jesus is nonsense. It's 
nonsense. You have to be theologically orthodox to be a Christian but if that's where it 
stops, if there's no heart change, there's no life there. There is no life there. Look at what 
Jesus says here, there are people in the church who are reciting the creed, saying, "Lord, 
Lord," singing the hymns and on that final day will be told to depart from Jesus. It's very 
serious, isn't it?

How will this, our heart attitude, how will it be exposed? Well, the very last bit is where 
we find the answer, "Everyone then," you see, he's building on what he said, "who hears 
these words of mine and does them will be like a wise man who built his house on the 
rock." He's talking about two people: the wise man and the foolish man but both of them 
are in the same area. Both of them are building similar homes. Both of them are putting 
their money into the building. And as you look at the two homes, you might think they 
were just the same but the foundation was there in one and only sand in the other. The 
question is: are you building on the foundation? The foundation is Christ. The foundation 
is the apostles and prophets and their teaching. The foundation is the revelation that's 
been given through Christ, through his apostles and prophets to the church that we call 
the Bible. That's the foundation. Are you building on that foundation? This other man, 
well, I don't know who he's going to. I don't know who his architects is. I don't know who 
he's been consulting but he does it his own way. He pleases himself. He thinks he knows 
better. Because there are storms coming, there are storms of life that are coming: 
financial difficulties, health difficulties, family difficulties. Will you stand when the 
storms hit you? What happens if you're disappointed? What happens if you lose your true 
love? What happens if your marriage breaks down? What happens if one of your children 
dies? What happens when your church splits? What happens to your faith? Does it just go 
all over the place? And above all, there is the final storm, the storm of God's final wrath 
that is going to come upon the world. Will your faith stand on that final day? Will it 
stand? Are you building on Jesus? Are you building on the word of God? How do you do 
it? Do you listen? Do you hear and do? Do you notice that? Do you hear and do the word 
of Jesus? 
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You see, the Bible is a dangerous book to read. The church is a dangerous society to join 
because God will purge his church with much greater concentrations than he will the 
world. And sitting in this room this morning, I have to ask myself: am I building my life 
on the foundation of Jesus' word? Do I take him seriously? Do I put what he says above 
what the world says? Am I building on that? 

You say to me, "This is not really like a Christmas message, Liam. It's not all that warm 
and friendly." I wish it could be. I really do. I love giving you warm and friendly 
moments where you can smile. I love to do that. I hold myself back from doing it more, 
you need to know that. I'm very self-controlled. But there is nothing to smile about at the 
end of this sermon. This is absolute truth. This is Jesus saying to people in the church, his 
disciples, "You could be a Judas Iscariot." A Judas Iscariot. Trusted. One of the band 
going out preaching and go to hell. What is he wanting us to do? He's wanting us to look 
in our own hearts. Is he frightening us? Yes he is. He'd rather frighten you than you go to 
hell. He'd rather be like a person who comes to your door very annoyingly in the middle 
of the night and bangs on your door because they see flames coming out of your house. 
That person has your best interest at heart. Jesus has your eternal interest at heart. He's 
calling you to himself, "Hear my word. Build on my word." 

Will you do that? Are you doing that? Are we doing that? Am I doing that? You need to 
ask me that question because I asked that myself in front of you at this moment and I 
need to ask you that question in the presence of Almighty God. Are we on the way? If 
we're on the way, let's encourage each other on the way until the day breaks and the 
shadows flee away and we're home, home at last.

Let's pray.

Father, we ask that by the help of your Holy Spirit you would take your word and apply it  
to us. We thank you, Lord, for our Lord Jesus' faithfulness as a preacher. We thank you 
that he did not hold back anything that was good for us, anything that was necessary for 
our salvation when he told us as it was. We pray that we today, hearing him, may 
respond in loving obedience. We ask in his strong name. Amen.
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