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VIRGIN BIRTH-WORDS ENDING FEAR 
Isaiah 7: 1-14 – Pastor Richard P. Carlson 

 

Back in 1961, Redbook Magazine polled theological students from 8 different 

prominent seminaries in America. One of the questions they asked these pastors in 

training was "Do you believe in the virgin birth of Jesus Christ?" 56% of the 

ministerial students said, ’No. We don’t believe in the virgin birth." That is an 

astounding statistic 54 years ago. What’s more amazing about it is that these men 

became ministers who have filled many of the pulpits of America for the past 54 

years! Ever since I graduated from Trinity Evangelical Divinity School in June of 

1970, I have realized my belief in the virgin birth is the minority position of most 

pastors in America! Sometimes however, it’s hard for me to believe our nation has 

been so far away from God for so long. This prophecy of Isaiah that we are looking 

at today is precious for us as Bible-believing Christians. This is the part of the 

Bible that gives us the prophecy of the virgin birth of our Lord Jesus Christ! Isaiah 

7: 14 tells us "Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin 

shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call His name Immanuel."  

 

Larry King, the master interviewer of Cable News Network, CNN, appeared back 

in the mid-nineties as a guest on the late show with David Letterman.  During the 

course of this interview, David Letterman asked Larry King, "If you could 

interview any person from history, who would that be?" Without a moment's 

hesitation, Larry King responded, "Jesus Christ." David Letterman, an interviewer 

who is rarely at a loss for words, looked stunned.  It clearly was not the answer he 

anticipated.  Letterman followed up with the question, "Well, what would you ask 

Him?" "I would ask him," replied King, "if he was really born of a virgin. The 

answer to that question would define history." At that point, Letterman was truly at 

a loss for words. Quietly, he turned to the camera and said, "We’ll be right back." 

Larry King was exactly right.  The answer to the question as to the truth of the 

Virgin Birth of Jesus Christ indeed defines history. All of human history is 

measured from the moment before and after the Virgin Birth of Jesus Christ.  It is 

the event that was first foretold in the Garden of Eden and it was earnestly awaited 

and prophesied again and again throughout the Old Testament by the prophets. The 

Virgin Birth was foretold even to the wise men in the stars and in one bright star, 

the Star of Bethlehem. The virgin birth took place in human history. It continues to 

reverberate down through the ages as our virgin born Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ 

continues to change individual lives, entire nations and cultures. 
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Today in our message, we are looking at an actual historical account that is part of 

the 66 chapters of Isaiah’s prophecy. This historical account is about the grandson 

of King Uzziah. The year of this prophecy was 742 BC. Sixteen years earlier, in 

the year King Uzziah died, 758 BC, Isaiah saw the Lord—the beautiful account is 

found in Isaiah 6: 1-8. Uzziah made some major mistakes toward the end of his 

life, but we know he loved the Lord. He and his son, Jotham, with some 

exceptions, both did right in the sight of the Lord. But Uzziah’s grandson, 

Jotham’s son Ahaz we read about in II Kings 16: 1-4. He was different from his 

grandpa and his dad who all were kings of Judah. We read, “In the seventeenth 

year of Pekah the son of Remaliah, Ahaz the son of Jotham, king of Judah, began 

to reign. Ahaz was twenty years old when he began to reign, and he reigned sixteen 

years in Jerusalem. And he did not do what was right in the eyes of the Lord his 

God, as his father David had done, but he walked in the way of the kings of Israel. 

He even burned his son as an offering, according to the despicable practices of the 

nations whom the Lord drove out before the people of Israel. And he sacrificed and 

made offerings on the high places and on the hills and under every green tree.”  

 

King Ahaz was wicked and he seemed to be guided by one principle—“save your 

own skin by any means available. He was an extremely fearful king. These were 

perilous times for Judah. Assyria was growing stronger and was threatening Judah. 

There was at the time a delicate political balance. Syria/Aram with Ephraim, Israel 

included the 10 northern tribes called Israel. Israel and Syria were trying to 

pressure Ahaz, king of Judah into an alliance against Assyria. Ahaz refused to join 

them. So Ephraim and Syria attacked Judah, but they could not conquer King 

Ahaz. Why? The reason was Ahaz had secretly made a treaty with Assyria. King 

Ahaz was involved in power politics and was not trusting in the Lord. Syria and 

Israel/Ephraim planned to overthrow Ahaz and put the son of Tabeel on the throne 

of Judah as a puppet king. Ahaz was running scared. The Jews in Judah were not 

following the Lord closely during this time in their history. II Chronicles 28: 5, 

6 says that "Judah had forsaken the Lord, the God of their fathers." Once we reject 

the One Person who can truly help us, we have nowhere else to turn. In II 

Chronicles 28:5 we learn that Judah lost a costly war to the king of Aram/Syria. 

Immediately following, Judah met a crushing defeat to their Hebrew brothers—to 

Ephraim/the 10 Northern tribes. Pekah, the son of Remaliah, king of Israel, in one 

day killed 120,000 soldiers in Judah! Now in our text, in Isaiah 7: 2, the house of 

David, that’s Judah, was told that Syria and Israel were now united and coming to 

attack Ahaz in Judah. This news shook king Ahaz and Isaiah 7: 3 tells us, “The 

heart of Ahaz and his peoples’ hearts in Judah shook as the trees of the forest shake 

before the wind.” Judah couldn’t beat Israel alone or Syria alone. Ahaz knew he 
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had no chance against Israel and Syria together. It looked like curtains for Judah. 

This is the setting for the prophecy of the incredible virgin birth of Jesus. We read 

in Isaiah 7: 3, 4 that the Lord said to Isaiah, “Go out to meet Ahaz, you and Shear-

jashub, (meaning “A remnant will return) your son at the end of the conduit of the 

upper pool on the highway to Washer’s Field.” God in His mercy decided to 

extend mercy to Judah despite their despicable, fearful, wicked king Ahaz. Isaiah 

obeyed the Lord and arrived where the king was, where the city of Jerusalem’s 

water supply was. King Ahaz was checking to make sure there was enough water 

for the people in the city in case the two invading armies cut off their water supply. 

In verse 4, Isaiah told king Ahaz, “Be careful, be quiet, do not fear, and do not let 

your heart be faint because of these two smoldering stumps of firebrands, at the 

fierce anger of Rezin and Syria, with Ephraim and the son of Remaliah.”  

 

How do you suppose the king heard Isaiah? Did he agree with the encouragement? 

Did he not think or say, “Listen, we are under attack as we speak. How can you    

say, “Be calm, or be careful and don’t be afraid.” Ahaz had good reason to be 

afraid because he had no walk with God, no personal relationship with the Lord of 

heaven’s army—the Lord of hosts. Yet God was calling again for Ahaz’s heart as 

Isaiah told him, “Don’t have heartburn over these two burned out stumps of wood. 

They are already history with the Lord. They can’t hurt you if you trust the Lord. 

In verse 9, Isaiah added, “If you are not firm in faith, you will not be firm at all.” 

Ahaz should have listened to Isaiah. Why? Because God keeps His word. He is 

always right. A year later, the king of Israel was dead, dying to another Israeli, 

Hoshea, the son of Elah conspired and struck down Pekah, the son of Remaliah 

and began to rule over the ten northern tribes himself. Don’t ever doubt that God 

knows the future. Don’t listen to the folk that say God knows the past and present 

and can’t know the future. What happened to Rezin, king of Syria?The king of 

Assyria went up against Damascus and slew him. God keeps His word. Isaiah 

came to the water source with all the facts and told Ahas—Rezin and Pekah won’t 

stand in your way if you will stand firm in your faith and let God deal with them. 

Pekah and Rezin were basically saying—“Since you, Judah won’t join our anti-

Assyrian coalition, we’ll kill you, Ahaz and set up our own puppet king, Tabeel. 

Quite a plan those two burned out stumps had—but one little problem stood in the 

way. Their plan wasn’t God’s plan. You see, God had something going called the 

godly line. Jesus Christ had to be virgin born in the line of David as a descendent 

of evil, wicked Ahaz. If young Ahaz was slain, then there would be no more house 

of David. When there is no house of David, there would be no virgin birth and 

there would be no baby born in Bethlehem named Jesus. That would mean the 

death of Messiah before He was born to die in God’s time for you and me. The 
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enemy can look awfully impressive, beloved, but never forget—God wins! We’ve 

read the last two chapters of the Bible and Satan will be thrown into the lake of 

fire. This background now becomes the backdrop and the occasion for the greatest 

prophecy about Messiah and His birth. Listen now and track with me. I want us to 

learn three lessons from this amazing encounter of Isaiah standing toe to toe with 

the king of Judah. What are these three lessons? 

 

NEVER TURN DOWN GOD’S CALL FOR YOU TO TEST HIM WHEN HE 

CALLS YOU TO OBEY HIM. (I.) Notice verses 10-13. “Again the LORD spoke 

to Ahaz, “Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as 

heaven.” But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not put the LORD to the test.”  

Wow! The same God who tells us not to put Him presumptuously to the test, may 

call us to test Him. Remember Jesus’ words to the devil in the devil’s second 

temptation in the wilderness? Matthew 4: 3-4. We read, “Then the devil took him 

to the holy city and set him on the pinnacle of the temple and said to him, “If you 

are the Son of God, throw yourself down, for it is written, “‘He will command his 

angels concerning you,’ and “‘On their hands they will bear you up, lest you strike 

your foot against a stone.’” Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘You shall 

not put the Lord your God to the test.’” So what is the difference? When should we 

test the Lord? We should test Him when He calls us to test Him. Notice what God 

says to His people in Malachi 3: 10. “Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, that 

there may be food in my house. And thereby put me to the test, says the LORD of 

hosts, if I will not open the windows of heaven for you and pour down for you a 

blessing until there is no more need.” Did you know that God is wearied when we 

refuse to put Him to the test when He calls for us to, every bit as wearied as when 

we presumptuously test Him.  

 

Did you know the Hebrew word for test in Malachi 3: 10? It is bachan. Bachan 

means to test or assay metals, to investigate, to try, to prove, and to examine. Now 

what did God want Ahaz to do? “Ask a sign of the Lord your God.” The Hebrew 

word for sign is owth. Owth means a signal, a mark, a beacon, a flag, a monument 

of evidence or a miracle. It means a sign by which a person is marked. Isaiah 

challenged Ahaz,—“Ask a miracle of the Lord your God.” That’s one of God’s 

marks. He works miracles. But you may ask, “Didn’t Jesus forbid asking for 

signs?” Yes, He did! I call you to the very words of Jesus in Matthew 12: 38-40. 

“Then some of the scribes and Pharisees answered him, saying, “Teacher, we wish 

to see a sign from you.” But he answered them, “An evil and adulterous generation 

seeks for a sign, but no sign will be given to it except the sign of the prophet Jonah. 
 For just as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the great fish, so 
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will the Son of Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.” 

What’s the difference? When God wants us to test His promises, His promptings 

and test the spirits—He is wearied with us if we ignore Him. John wrote in I John 

4: 1, “Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they 

are from God, for many false prophets have gone out into the world.” The Greek 

word for test here is dokimazo. It means to test, to approve, to discern, to allow, to 

examine with the view of proving God’s word or will to be true. What God hates is 

not when we test Him to prove the truth of His word and will, but rather when we 

tempt Him—ekpeirazo. This is what the devil does. Sinners do it and so do we as 

doubting believers. It means to put God to the test by refusing to believe His word 

until He manifests His power. God hates this. Beloved, you can entrust your soul to 

God when He calls you to put His will to the test—to prove His word is gold. Have 

you done this? Are there areas where you don’t want to prove God’s will, His 

word, His promptings or His orchestrations are heaven-sent? When God calls you 

to obey Him, don’t be as Ahaz and turn Him down in false humility. Stop it. When 

God calls you like Peter to get out of your comfort zone, out of the boat to walk to 

Him on the water, get up, get out, and don’t look at the wind and the waves. 2ndly, 

 

NEVER FORGET THAT THE HOUR TO OBEY THE LORD MAY NOT 

CONTINUE AND YOU MAY SOON LOSE YOUR OPPORTUNITY. (II.) 

Notice that Ahaz wearied the Lord. I read in verse 13, “Hear then, O house of 

David! Is it too little for you to weary men, that you weary God also?” This 

wearying of God is the occasion of the announcement of the virgin birth. In verse 

9, Ahaz was told if he was not firm in faith, he would not be firm at all. This 

became the limited hour of decision for Ahaz. For him, it was now or never. God 

was saying, in essence, “I am giving you another chance to stop your worshipping 

of false gods and sacrificing your child in the fire. It’s your chance once more to 

put your faith in Me, Ahaz. Are you going to trust me? God is asking you and me 

the same question today. Here is where the Lord in spite of knowing the character 

of this wicked king gave him another chance. In verse 11, we read, ““Ask a sign or 

a miracle of the LORD your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven.” God 

was saying, “I give you permission to ask any sign of me, to put me to the test 

about whether you can trust me in this dilemma with Rezin and Pekah. What an 

awesome offer! What a moment for Ahaz to become a verified, trusting believer in 

the Lord God of hosts! But Ahaz would not prove God’s prophet’s words were 

true, because he had placed his bets and his trust in Assyria. What a pious front 

Ahaz put on, when he wearied the Lord and turned down His offer. He knew if he 

proved the Lord to be right, he would have to change his ways and turn down his 

alliance with the world--Assyria. Ahaz had made up his mind—he would not 
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change his allegiance. He said, "I will not put the Lord to the test." In essence, as a 

pious hypocrite, he hid behind the command of God in Deuteronomy 6: 16, which 

states, “You shall not put the Lord your God to the test as you tested him at 

Massah.” The use of the word of God to look good to others, but to get out of 

obeying God, is a travesty. Many do this—they know scripture. When they don’t 

want to obey God, they find a verse of scripture to get out of obedience to Him. 

They won’t confess sin or forgive others. It is never testing God when we do what 

He has called us to do. When God offers us not only the occasion to ask a sign and 

then offers us to let the sky be the limit and ask whatever we want of God to prove 

His word is true, refusal to comply is obstinate refusal. It is a refusal to let God 

demonstrate He can do whatever He says or commands us to do. Thirdly/lastly,  

 

NEVER FORGET OSTINANCE BEFORE GOD WILL NOT THWART HIS 

GREATEST MIRACLES. HE WILL GO AHEAD WITHOUT US AND 

GIVE HIS GREATEST SIGN TO THOSE WHO WILL BELIEVE—THE 

VIRGIN BIRTH OF HIS SON. (III.) Notice that Isaiah now turns from talking 

with King Ahaz alone, but he turns to the attendants of the king with him, and he 

asked them to believe God—through them addressing the whole house of David. 

Listen to verses 13-14. And he said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little 

for you to weary men, that you weary my God also? Therefore the Lord himself 

will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call 

his name Immanuel.” Notice that the sign had an immediate/foothill application to 

Isaiah and Ahaz, but a coming miraculous sign for the whole world. When we 

refuse to let God demonstrate what He can do, He will give his immediate and His 

Messianic signs anyway. Notice the immediate context and fulfillment in Isaiah 7: 

15-16. “He shall eat curds and honey when he knows how to refuse the evil and 

choose the good. For before the boy knows how to refuse the evil and choose the 

good, the land whose two kings you dread will be deserted.” That was the two 

burned out stumps—Rezin and Pekah. The immediate fulfillment is found in Isaiah 

8: 3-4. “And I went to the prophetess, and she conceived and bore a son. Then the 

Lord said to me, “Call his name Maher-shalal-hash-baz; for before the boy knows 

how to cry ‘My father’ or ‘My mother,’ the wealth of Damascus and the spoil 

of Samaria will be carried away before the king of Assyria.” You see, immediately, 

a woman who was then a virgin would get married to Isaiah and bear a son whose 

name would be Immanuel. The son would be a reminder that God was with His 

people and would care for them. This immediate virgin was Isaiah’s second wife 

for his first wife died after Shear-jashub was born. His name was significant and it 

meant—a remnant shall return. God always has a remnant. That means Isaiah’s 

second wife who had been a virgin, married him and then in a short nine months 
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gave birth to Immanuel with a middle name of Maher-shalal-hash-baz, which 

means, “quick to plunder or swift to the spoil.” Before this second son of Isaiah 

was born, Rezin and Pekah, the two burned out stumps were buried. Ephraim and 

Syria would be out of the picture.  

 

Now turn with me to the rest of the story. God had so much more than a sign for 

Ahaz—He had the amazing sign for us. 742 years after this prophecy of Isaiah, 

Joseph and Mary were to discover Isaiah’s prophecy was Messianic. When Mary 

was found to be with child by the Holy Spirit, Joseph who loved her, did not want 

her to be stoned or at the least, put to public shame, resolved to divorce her quietly, 

for he himself could not believe the unbelievable story of the lady he loved and 

was betrothed to. Sometimes, even spouses, not just those who are betrothed, deny 

that God has spoken to the other. Matthew records this mighty record and I have 

goosebumps reading it now. Turn to Matthew 1: 18-25. “Now the birth of Jesus 

Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, 

before they came together she was found to be with child from the Holy 

Spirit. And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to 

shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. But as he considered these things, 

behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of 

David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is 

from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he 

will save his people from their sins.” All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had 

spoken by the prophet: (Isaiah in Isaiah 7: 14) “Behold, the virgin shall conceive 

and bear a son, and they shall call his name Immanuel” (which means, God with 

us). When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded 

him: he took his wife, but knew her not until she had given birth to a son. And he 

called his name Jesus.” As I conclude this message, I reflect on the geneology of 

Jesus in Matthew 1: 1, “The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of 

David, the son of Abraham…then v. 9 “and Uzziah the father of Jotham, and 

Jotham the father of Ahaz, and Ahaz the father of Hezekiah,--Rezin and Pekah’s 

plot with the devil failed, and in v. 15-16, I read, “And Eliud the father of Eleazar, 

and Eleazar the father of Matthan, and Matthan the father of Jacob, and Jacob the 

father of Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom Jesus was born, who is called 

Christ.” Glory to God in the highest for God’s man who was not as Ahaz. Joseph 

got a sign from heaven God sent to him to intervene in his behalf. And what did 

Joseph do with the test the angel gave him—not to be afraid to take Mary as his 

wife and yet not to know her intimately until after Jesus was born? Joseph did what 

the angel said. Then Joseph and Mary had 4 other sons—and daughters as Mark 6: 

3 teaches. Wow! Joseph put the miraculous prophetic words of Isaiah to the test, 
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confirmed by the angel, and what was the result—Joseph got to be the step-father 

of the King of all kings and the Lord of all lords. It may have appeared a long shot 

to believe the angel Gabriel when Mary said he spoke to her, but like Ahaz, God 

gave Joseph a second chance and he took it. He tested God’s Word and found it to 

be wonderfully true. Meditate on this at this Christmas Season—and take the tests 

God gives you to take—Prove His word and His will is forever true—even the 

virgin birth of God the Son. Amen. 
 


