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Would you please take your Bible and turn to the book of James please?  We have a special sermon this 

morning because we want to introduce a new ministry in the church.  We are going to use a morning 

message to introduce this ministry. And we will ask you 

how you can be involved in this ministry.  We are going to 

use James 1:27 to set the conditions for our new ministry 

and I want to share it with you through the text.   

 

James 1:19-27 

Wherefore, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath: For the 

wrath of man worketh not the righteousness of God.  Wherefore lay apart all filthiness and superfluity of 

naughtiness, and receive with meekness the engrafted word, which is able to save your souls.  But be ye 

doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves.  For if any be a hearer of the word, 

and not a doer, he is like unto a man beholding his natural face in a glass: For he beholdeth himself, 

and goeth his way, and straightway forgetteth what manner of man he was.  But whoso looketh into the 

perfect law of liberty, and continueth therein, he being not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work, 

this man shall be blessed in his deed.  If any man among you seem to be religious, and bridleth not his 

tongue, but deceiveth his own heart, this man’s religion is vain.  Pure religion and undefiled before God 

and the Father is this, To visit the fatherless and widows in affliction, and to keep himself unspotted 

from the world. 

 

We typically say we are not in a religion. We are in a relationship; and that is typically a true statement 

and yet the Bible translators chose to take this Greek word “religion”; it literally means “worship”. Now 

often we are very guilty of thinking of worship as only what we did for the last 20 minutes or so 

(singing).  The reality is that we can worship the Lord all different ways:  singing and not singing, doing 

and not doing.  There are many ways to worship the Lord, and he is going to tell us here that this is pure 

worship.  He is going to tell us that you can worship God in a pure way.  You can have some undefiled 

worship.  Pure and undefiled worship is to do 

what?  It is to do these three things.  Now, it’s 

not exclusively these three things, but it 

is clearly these three things.  Number 1: visit 

the orphans in their affliction.  Now obviously 

he is talking more about than just visiting them 

and we’ll talk about that.  Number 2:  visit the widows in their affliction.  Number 3:  keep oneself 

unspotted from the world, untainted from the world.  We are going to focus primarily on these two.   

 

Let’s talk for just a moment on this one right here—keep oneself unspotted, unstained, untainted by the 

world.  So here is the reality. When you as an individual Christian make a decision not to watch 

something, not to allow it to come into your home, not to let it infiltrate your world view, not to dwell on 

something, not to be affected by it, when you say I’m not going to listen to that song because that song 

brings me thoughts or leads me the wrong way, you are in fact, at that decisive moment making worship 

to God.  Now think about that.  That is cool.  Your making a decision not to allow something to 

influence you actually turns into a moment of worship.  Now we often think about worship as when we 

are driving down the road singing.  I love to do that.  I love to sing when no one is in the car because I 

don’t hear any flack.  It is a glorious thing.  I went to the gospel conference, and Dwayne and I were up 

front and every time I sang he commented about it.  I mean it was unbelievable. He took advantage of it.  

He kept reminding me, man, you really can’t sing.  Okay, I got that piece.  I am worshiping now.  So in 

this way, you can worship without even saying words.  What we are going to look at this morning as a 



We at Berean Baptist Church have 

a responsibility to care for the 

widows and orphans. 

church is how can we worship God by taking care of orphans?  How can we worship God by taking care 

of the widows in our congregation? 

 

What is the foundation that James used to give us these instructions?  What did James build this verse 

on?  Let’s look at some Old Testament verses and give us some ideas of the foundation.  Let’s start with 

this one. 

 

Exodus 22:22 says not to afflict any widow or fatherless child.  This is a clear commandment from God 

in the law.  Now remember the law was given to Israel so that they knew how to live.  One of the things 

that make it difficult for us to relate to the Old Testament is because it was truly a theocracy.  There 

wasn’t a federal government.  There wasn’t a state government.  There wasn’t a local government and 

then a separation of church over here.  It is one entity.  Religion and state are completely engulfed 

together.  Here is a clear directive to Israel, Don’t afflict a widow.  Don’t afflict a fatherless child.  Don’t 

take advantage of them.  Don’t take advantage of the fact that he doesn’t have a father or a mother.  

Don’t take advantage of her because her husband is dead.  This is going to sound a little sexist so please 

don’t accuse me too much, but she drives her car into the shop and she is clueless as to what is the 

matter with it.  It is just as broke as can be.  You don’t take advantage of the fact that you have a widow 

in front of you and you can make a lot of money off from her because she doesn’t know.  You think 

about the fact that you have a widow in front of you and instead, you take care of her.  That is what he is 

teaching us here.  Let’s look at another verse. 

 

Deuteronomy, again we are looking at the law, although we are not under the law, it is clearly the 

foundation that James 1:27 sets on.  The Levite is the priest, the one that works at the temple. He has no 

part in the inheritance and the stranger and the fatherless and the widow when they come into the gates, 

thou shalt come and they are going to eat and they are going to be satisfied.  So now, remember, they 

don’t have land.  This is what is so hard for us to understand.  We don’t think in terms of gardens.  By a 

show of hands, how many of us have a garden?  Okay, there is one or two.  Can you eat all you need off 

of your garden or do you still go to Food Lion and Walmart and places like that?  You still go to the 

store.  We can’t relate to having to producing all that we consume.  Now think about this.   The Levites 

don’t have a field to produce food.  The orphans don’t have a field to produce food.  The widows don’t 

have a field to produce food.  So what do you do with this group of people?  Where do they get food?  

Well, in our mind, we say, the social security administration, and we are done.  That is how we think 

and we have allowed the federal government to just take control of this whole thing; we just have passed 

it right over to them.  That is not God’s plan.  God’s plan was never to have the federal government to 

take responsibility for that which the church is supposed to be doing.  That was never His plan. 

 

Let’s look at this one.  When you cut down your harvest and your field and you have forgotten a sheaf in 

the field you don’t go back and get it.  Think about this.  You went through your garden and you are 

picking green beans.  And you remember that there is a basket back there and you left it out there.  Now 

your instinct is to go back there and get those green beans and probably rightfully so because you have 

private property and no one is going to come by and pick them up.  But in these days this is lots of 

community property everywhere and the point was you 

leave something behind.  You don’t go through and glean 

every little bit.  You make sure that there is something 

that others can eat.  This is a clear prohibition against 

being selfish.  The idea here is there are people out there 

called the fatherless and the widows and they need to eat.  And if you take everything out of there, what 

are they going to eat?  He says that the Lord thy God may bless you.  Think about this.  Those of you 

that are already living by being generous are receiving blessings from the Lord.  Can you testify to that?  

I can.  I can clearly show you blessing after blessing.  Let’s look at another one. 

 



God has a heart for the widows 

and orphans.   If God has a heart 

for them, shouldn’t we? 

How many of you have an olive tree in your back yard and you routinely beat your tree to get olives 

down from it so that you can have some type of fuel, maybe some lighting?  We are having a little hard 

time understanding this.  This is how this went.  You have this large olive tree and the only way the 

olives are coming down is if you hit them so you go out there with your stick and hit it and they fall 

down and then you gather them up.  Here is the prohibition, when thou beatest thou olive tree, thou shalt 

not go over the bowels again.  What is he saying there?  You don’t go back out there and keep hitting 

until ever single olive has been removed and there is nothing left.  I want you to think about how 

contrary that is to pure capitalism which is you get every single bit out of it and you squeeze that penny 

until nothing gets left behind.  Here is what he is saying, if you do that Israel where are they going to get 

olives?  The orphan doesn’t own an olive tree.  The widow doesn’t own olive trees, so where are they 

going to get olives from if you go through and take everything?  Obviously we have a hard time relating 

to this because we don’t have olive trees in our back yard.  Most of us don’t even have fruit trees in our 

back yard.  So there has got to be a way for the church in the 21
st
 century to look at this and say how 

does this apply to us?   

 

Since we are not beating olive trees we’ve got to think about how we are going to take care of orphans at 

Berean Baptist Church.  How do we take care of widows at Berean Baptist Church?  Are we to assume 

that because the federal government has taken over we have been absolved of our responsibility?  Not at 

all.  We have a responsibility in this church to develop a plan whereby we do the same thing.  When you 

gather your grapes out of the vineyard, thou shalt not glean it afterward.  It shall be for the stranger, the 

fatherless and the widow.  Now he gets pretty specific with this one.  Look at tithing.  26:27. When thou 

has made an end of tithing all the tithes, thine increase the third year, which is the year of tithing, and 

hast given it unto the Levite, the stranger, the fatherless, 

and the widow that they may eat within thy gates, and 

be filled;   In the book of Job there are in fact 7 references 

to the fatherless and the need to take care of them.  In 

Psalm 146:9 the Bible says that God relieves the 

fatherless and the widow.  God looks after the fatherless.  God looks after the widow.  Isaiah 11:7 says 

bring justice to the fatherless.  Plead the widow’s case.  What are we learning this morning? 

 

God has a heart for widows.  God has a heart for orphans.  Let’s ask ourselves this morning as a church, 

if God has a heart for them, shouldn’t we?  Now, we can say all day long that we have a heart for it, but 

if there isn’t something tangible going on in our church, those are just empty words.  If you can’t look at 

the way that we are taking care of widows, if you can’t look at the way we are taking care of orphans, if 

there isn’t an active ministry toward that segment of the population, we can say, Yes, the Bible tells us 

to do that, but if you look at our budget, if you look at our ministries, if you look at the way we conduct 

ourselves, if you look at our website, if you look at how we are organized and you can’t tell that we are 

doing anything tangible then those words are empty, church. 

 

So today, I want to lead us to make some changes this year and in the 2011 budget so that we truly can 

be a church that has a heart for orphans and widows.  Turn to Acts 6.  This morning we nominated 

deacons, we nominated names of men who will be considered to serve as deacons in the body of Christ.  

So all of our current deacons and those men who should be serving and may be serving in the years to 

come, I would like you to pay particular attention to Acts 6.  I want you to see what happened.  There is 

a church that has developed and it’s a rather large church in Jerusalem.  Remember 3,000 were saved in 

Acts 2, so they have a large church that they are taking care of.  And they are feeding widows.  Why are 

they feeding widows? There is no federal government.  The Roman government is not taking care of 

your widows.  The Roman government couldn’t care less if your widows die or not.  They have no 

concern for your widows.  If you are a Christian widow, who is going to take care of you?  If the church 

doesn’t do it, and you have no family, you die.  There is no welfare.  This is why it is so hard for us to 

understand.  All of us have grown up with social security all our lives.  We have grown up with the 

welfare mentality all our lives.  We have grown up with the department of social services that steps in 



It was never God’s plan for the 

social security administration to 

take this responsibility.  It is the 

church’s responsibility to care for 

widows and orphans. 

and does all these kinds of things.  And quite frankly the church of America has just said here you go 

and just passed it over. 

 

Acts 6:1.  And in those days, when the number of the disciples was multiplied, there arose a murmuring 

of the Grecians against the Hebrews, because their widows were neglected in the daily ministration.  

That is the daily distribution of food.  There is an issue.  You have two groups—one of a Hebrew 

background and one of a Greek background.  And they are noticing that one group always seems to get 

fed first and get more than we do.  And there is a problem.  There is a conflict.  They are not sharing 

nicely.  There is a need for some leadership, a need for someone to step in and do something.  So notice 

what it says, Then the twelve called the multitude of the disciples unto them, and said, It is not reason 

that we should leave the word of God, and serve tables.  So this is an important problem, but it is not 

important enough for us to stop preaching the gospel.  We are still going to preach the gospel and still 

focus on church planting, but yet there needs to be something done about this.  Wherefore, brethren, 

look ye out among you seven men of honest report, full of the Holy Ghost and wisdom, whom we may 

appoint over this business. This is kind of the foundational passage for deacons.  And certainly all men 

who are serving as deacons have watching over the congregation as your responsibility.  What are you 

looking for?  Physical needs within the congregation.  You are looking for people who are hurting.  You 

are looking for people who are struggling.  You want to know if there is a family who can’t buy their 

medication.  Is there is a family that when they go home, their cupboards are empty?  Is there someone 

whose car is broken and they can’t afford to get it fixed?  You, deacons, are looking over the 

congregation and you are helping pastors shepherd.  You are not there on a board.  You are there 

infiltrating the congregation; you are listening, eyes opened, when you find out there is a need, how can 

we help?  Is it a legitimate need?  What is the best resource to bring to them?  Do they need food from 

the food pantry?  Do they need a gift card?  Do they need a mechanic?  Do they need a new battery? 

That is what deacons do.  They help the pastoral staff, those whose primary responsibility is to preach 

the Word, to take care of the needs of the congregation.  So then it says in verse 4, But we will give 

ourselves continually to prayer, and to the ministry of the word.  So the Apostles and the deacons are 

working together. We don’t have apostles today, so we could say pastors are that role in the 

congregation, and these two groups are working together to make sure that widows are taken care of.  

You know the story pretty well.  Stephen is chosen first, and then they laid hands on them and then the 

problem was taken care of.  Look at verse 7, And the word of God increased, and the number of 

disciples multiplied in Jerusalem greatly; and a great company of the priests were obedient to the faith.   

 

Why?  Why were they obedient unto the faith?  Why was this making such an impact?  The church was 

taking care of people.  The church was looking after each other.  There weren’t people in the church 

starving.  What a shame it would be to find out that there was a widow in the church that was eating 

practically nothing.  Come on, you have heard about those stories in the news where they have found a 

widow and all they have in their house was cat food.  That should never happen in the body of Christ.  

No one should say O, that doesn’t concern me.  Everyone should be concerned.  Why?  All of us have 

the potential to have our mother in that situation.  All of us have the potential to have our wife in that 

situation.  Not all of us have life insurance.  All of us haven’t been able to take care of the necessary 

things.  So we need to know that there is someone beyond the federal government.   

 

This is where we are.  Here is the reality, listen to me very 

closely. The church says, I will be very happy to pass that 

off on you because we can take our money and do whatever 

we want with it.  Think about that now.  If in the past the 

church dedicated 10 or 15% percent of its budget to take care 

of people in the congregation, and now all of the sudden the 

federal government steps in and says, “We’ll take charge of 

then.”  That 15% now goes to this or that or a building or new carpeting or a new facility or a swimming 

pool.  But that is not right, folks.  That is not right.  We have a responsibility to take care of this group.   



Honour the widows indeed. Verse 3 

Our number one priority at Berean 

is for everyone to get on board. 

 

This is where we are, Are we going to pawn it off to social services?  Are we going to be content with 

pawning it off on social security?  Or are we going to step up as a church and do something?  Turn to 1
st
 

Timothy 5, and deacons let’s look at some more instructions very specific to us as how we should be as 

a church.  What should distinguish us as a congregation?  There are some clear instructions on how we 

need to be thinking.  How we should structure our 2011 budget.  What kind of decisions should we be 

making as a church?  What kind of things should the deacons think about?  Brother Darren Hawk is the 

chairman of our deacons.  What kind of things should he be leading us in?  Let’s look at verse 3.  Honor 

the widows that are widows indeed.  So we have a group of widows that Paul calls widows indeed.  

These are true widows.  At Berean Baptist Church, we 

need to know who the true widows are.  And if they are 

there, we need to make sure that we are taking care of 

them.  But if any widow have children or nephews, let them learn first to shew piety at home and to 

requite their parents: for that is good and acceptable before God.  Now she that is a widow indeed, and 

desolate, trusteth in God, and continueth in supplications and prayers night and day.  But she that liveth 

in pleasure is dead while she liveth.  And these things give in charge, that they may be blameless.  But if 

any provide not for his own, and especially for those of his own house, he hath denied the faith, and is 

worse than an infidel.  Let not a widow be taken into the number under threescore years old, having 

been the wife of one man, Now we need to pay close attention to the number.  That implies a list, a set 

group of people.  So we need to learn how we need to structure our church in the 21
st
 century.  If you 

have a widow that is 59 years and under, she is not going to be included in the number, in the list.  This 

is what he is saying.  You need to understand there is no federal government.  There is no social security 

administration.  There isn’t anyone who has been paying in to anything and now is going to get a check 

back in the mail.  If someone does not take care of these widows, they starve to death.  So widows are 

all over in the church, remember men are being killed for the faith.  They are being martyred, so you 

will have more widows than normal.  And now we have to distinguish between what widows are going 

to be taken care of.  He is giving some criteria.  Number 1, if they have a family member there, if their 

children are still alive, the children take care of their mom.  The children don’t pawn it off on the 

church.  Mom lives with the children.  The children bring mom into the house.  This is so hard for us to 

fathom.  We think of terms of retirement communities and golf courses.  We can’t fathom what is going 

on there.  These widows need a place to live and children bring them into the house first and foremost.  

Wait a minute.  What if they don’t have children?  Then he says if they are younger widows, they need 

to get married again and have children.  If they are older widows and they are part of the church, if they 

are faithful, if they are prayer warriors, if they have a good understanding of God, then he says put them 

in the number.  Listen, the Bible doesn’t tell us how much to pay them, it doesn’t tell us how many is in 

the number, it doesn’t give us any of those criteria.  Deacons, we have to decide that for ourselves.  

What the Bible clearly teaches us is Number 1:  we should be taking care of our own.  Number 2:  we 

should be looking out for the orphans in society.  We need to have a passion for those who don’t have 

mothers and fathers.  We should be looking after them.  We shouldn’t just say that is the state’s problem.  

We ask ourselves what we are doing as a church to help with this endeavor.  

 

So every local church has a responsibility to care for orphans and widows.  Now just imagine for 

yourself if every local church stepped up to the plate and 

started doing something.  What an impact that would begin 

to make. So in our church God in His Sovereignty has sent 

us four families that have a heart for that: the Baugus 

family, the Hylland family, the Noble family and the Rix family.  They have said, Pastor, we want to 

start a foster and adoption ministry.   We want to lead it.  We want to be behind it.  We want to make 

sure that Berean Baptist Church has something to help in Cumberland County.  Here is their proposed 

mission statement for us:  



The Berean Adoption and Foster Care Ministry seeks to fulfill the commandment in James 

1:27 to care for the fatherless by raising awareness, motivating believers to be involved and 

supporting the adopting and fostering of a child.   

 

So what we want to make sure in our church is that we are all involved directly or indirectly and that 

when a family in our church says you know what? We feel like God is calling us to adopt a child.  We 

feel like God is calling us to foster a child.  Then we say well, go see the department of social services.  

We don’t say that at all.  We say we have people in our church that know how to do that.  They will lead 

you through it.  They will mentor you through it.  Kim Baugus will help you; or Barb Hylland will help 

you.  She has done this 15 times.  She knows all the ways to do this.  We will link you up with them, and 

they will guide you through the process.  Why are we doing this?   So that children may know Jesus 

Christ as Lord and Savior.  That is why we are doing it.   

 

There are currently only 42 families in Cumberland County that foster children.  Only 42.  How many of 

those families even know Who Jesus is?  How many of those families are bringing them to Christ?  How 

many of those families have those children in church?  How many of those families have those children 

in Awana?  We need to change that.  So here is priority number 1.  Priority Number 1 is that everyone 

will get on board with giving.  Get on board even if you are not going to adopt someone. What 

determines how much we can help?  Our budget determines how much we can help.  If we have a tiny 

little budget, we can offer tiny little help.  A bigger budget means more help.  So you say I’m not 

interested in adopting. I am not interested in fostering a child.  Okay.  You are at a different stage of 

your life.  You can’t do that.  Can you give to a ministry that does it?  Sure.  What a great way to get 

involved.  You say I am not going to bring someone into my house like that.  We are not ready for that.  

I understand that.  God has to clearly put it on your heart.  I am not here to put you on a guilt trip and try 

to get you to do something that God is not leading you to do.  But wouldn’t you like to know that part of 

your tithe goes to taking care of orphans in the community?  Would that be important to you or would 

you rather not do that?  Considering all the Bible verses that we just read, I can’t imagine how we 

wouldn’t be concerned about that as a church.  Moreover, I can’t imagine how we would not be 

invoking God’s blessing upon the church because we are doing it.   

 

I am going to submit that in 2011, a portion of the church budget needs to be dedicated to taking care of 

widows and orphans.  So in the 2011 budget, because the 2010 budget is already set, we will have a line 

item for this ministry.  Why is this so important? 

 

At the current state of affairs when you step up as a family and you say we will foster a child for 6 

months, you are going to get a child and that is it.  You are not getting clothes.  You are not getting toys.  

You are not getting books.  You get what they are wearing.  That’s it.  They show up to you with 

nothing.  At our current state, only families who have a decent checkbook can foster children.  As soon 

as you get that child, you have to go get pajamas.  You might have to go get diapers.  They are going to 

need to eat.  You might need to get bunk beds.  You might need to get a dresser.  You might need to get 

them some toys.  You are going to be taking parental responsibility for them.  And the state doesn’t hand 

you a check right away.  It is not that way at all.  It takes time for any kind of financial support to come 

into place.  So then who can help in that in between stage?  Berean Baptist Church can.  We don’t want 

a scenario where only the wealthy in the congregation can adopt.  What if God puts it on the heart of 

someone in our family who has an average income in our church to really become one of those foster 

families?  We as a church could get behind their endeavor.  Deacons, this is where you could come in 

and say we understand the need.  We trust that family.  They are godly.  They manage things well.  And 

you would provide for them some initial funds.  Am I making myself clear?  This is very practical.  I am 

introducing a ministry to us and I am trying to cast a vision for how we would do this in 2011.  Last 

year, the church wasn’t directly involved in fostering any children.  So this in itself will make a 

difference.   

 



Let’s say in the year 2011 we did three.  We would impact three lives.  Three children would hear about 

Jesus.  Three children would be coming to preaching.  Three children would be reading the Bible.  Ian 

and Rene Mitchell are fostering a child right now.  In the early morning service, Ian was sharing with 

me that the first time they got together to eat, the girl just started eating.  Of course she would.  If she 

hadn’t been in a family that prays, of course she would start eating.  And Ian said hey we pray before we 

eat.  We ask God to bless our food.  Now he says, with tears running down his eyes, even when we are 

not there, she is bowing her head and praying.  What I am trying to communicate to you is we can have 

an impact on one life.  Yes, you might not be the family that fosters, but because you faithfully give and 

you faithfully support this ministry, you know that a portion of your giving is helping a child learn that 

there is a God and we thank God for food.  Children in foster care come with nothing.  And so the 

church must help with the resources to help these children. 

 

We ought to, in the future, space permitting, look for a place for a clothes closet.  We have to do that as 

a church.  We have to have a place for clothes.  You know your children are growing like weeds.  They 

barely get any use out of those clothes.  They are still good for someone else to wear.  We have to have a 

place where those clothes can come in.  This is very practical.  Single adults, I know this doesn’t relate 

anything to your life unless you were an orphan yourself.  This is very practical stuff. These are tangible 

ways in which we can do things in 2011 to set the conditions to making an impact on the children in 

Cumberland County who don’t have a mother and father. 

 

How about this one?  Why shouldn’t a child who is being fostered by someone in our church be able to 

go to Berean Baptist Academy on a full scholarship?  What a great incentive.  If you foster a child, if 

you take on a child for the academic year, we will allow you to attend the school tuition free.  Then they 

are going to be in a Christian environment from 8 o’clock in the morning until 3 o’clock in the 

afternoon.  You don’t think God is going to use that to save their soul?   

 

How about this one?  How about if the budget was right, we could employ widows?  Why in the world 

would we employ widows?  Let me explain that to you.  We can’t give away cash every single month to 

someone.  We are not allowed to do that.  We can’t just take someone and give them a check 

consistently every two weeks.  The social security administration would have a fit with that.  We would 

lose our tax exempt status.  However, there is nothing saying we couldn’t pay a widow twenty dollars an 

hour to answer the phone one day a week.  Someone says that is unfair.  No.  We are seeking to take 

what we see in 1
st
 Timothy which is our responsibility to take care of widows.  Did everyone see that?  

How do we do that in the 21
st
 century?  When Paul wrote that he didn’t look in the future and say there 

is going to be a social security administration, they are going to figure that out.  So it is our 

responsibility as a church collectively, very practically, to say we have five widows in our congregation.  

We have to figure out if they are okay?  One of the widows has a great endowment, a husband left her 

$500,000 dollars, and she is all set.  Okay.  She is not a widow indeed.  That takes us down to four.  

Folks, these are very practical things that we as a congregation do.  Why?  We want to be a biblical 

church.  We want to be a church that really does what the word of God says.  Worship me.  Visit the 

fatherless.  Visit the widows.  

 

Here is just a simple example.  In the year 2011, we could put $21,000 in our budget and we could say 

that is just for widows and any widow in our congregation that meets the qualifications can apply and 

work in the church doing anything:  sweeping, answering the phones, straightening things along there, or 

taking care of a Sunday school room.  It wouldn’t matter.   

 

And then you individually decide how you want to get involved.  I will give you some examples.  How 

about our widows?  Give and pray for them.  That is easy.  Nearly everyone can do that.  How about 

visiting them in their home?  What about those who are shut-ins?  Do you know what a blessing that will 

be to you if you go visit a shut in?  Do you understand that you will be thrilled with the way you spent 

your time? Those will be two awesome hours.  Single adults, I am telling you right now, you would love 



When my father and my mother 

forsake me, then the Lord will take 

me up.  Psalm 27:10 

that.  Go visit a shut-in.   Go spend some time with a shut-in.  Just go and say I am from Berean Baptist 

Church.  I want to drop off these DVDs and spend some time you.  And just sit down and get ready to 

hear story after story.  Ask them what Fayetteville was like when they were younger and listen to them.  

Ask them what they did for a date years ago.  You might say that is boring, but I am telling you, you are 

ministering and you are doing more than that.  You are worshipping God.  Because visiting the widows 

is worship. 

 

How about this one?  Help in the transportation ministry.  They need to go to the hospital.  They need to 

go to appointments.  They need to go up to Duke.  They need to go up to Chapel Hill.  They need to go 

get groceries.  There are many areas where they could use some help.  How about fixing their car or 

repairing something in their house like a porch or something?  What I am trying to show you, church, is 

there are some very tangible ways where we must be doing these things.   

 

Let’s switch to orphans.  Again, giving and praying.  Certified babysitting: let me explain that.  If you 

foster a child, you can’t just pick up the phone and call anyone you want to have someone babysit your 

children.  You have to have a certified babysitter; so we as a church could provide certified babysitters. 

Our young people or any single person that meets the qualifications could say this is how we are going 

to support this ministry.  We are going to be a certified babysitter.  So once or twice a year you babysit 

someone in foster care.  Is that too much?  I think a few of us could do that. 

 

What about respite care?  What is that all about?  That is where there is a need for an immediate 

placement of a child for 24-48 hours.  They have to defuse a situation.  It’s very tense.  They have to 

pull the child out.  They are not permanently separating from the family, but they need a place for the 

child to sleep for two or three days.  You could sign up for that.  You could say that is for us.  Four times 

a year we will take someone into our house for one night in an emergency situation.  Imagine the impact 

you could have on a child just for one night.  You could just love on them, be there for them, and just 

give them some attention.  We can’t even fathom what these children go through when they lose their 

mother and father and they bounce from home to home to home.   

 

God is laying on some of your hearts to adopt.  You know that God is laying it on your heart.  You can’t 

have children.  You only had one child or two children and God is putting it on your heart to have 

another one.  You could step up to the plate and adopt a child.  We would rally around you as a church.  

You could say, Preacher we would love to adopt a child, but we just can’t afford it right now.  The 

deacons would say we can help you with that endeavor.   

 

Here are the two numbers I want you to take a look at.  There are 640-650 children in the system right 

now.  There are 476 churches in Cumberland County.  If every church had one family that fostered 

children, just one family, if we as a church got behind one family and said we will support you in this 

endeavor, 476 of the 640 would be taken care of just like that.  Do you know what the issue is?  We are 

not doing our job.  The churches in Cumberland County are clearly not doing their job.  You know what 

we need to do at Berean Baptist Church?  We need to fix it ourselves.  I can’t fix those 475, but we can 

fix this one right here collectively.  We can get on board with this vision, with this ministry, and we can 

say, you know what?  We are going to change this. 

 

Our goal is to make Psalms 27:10 a reality.  Let me give you the verse.  When my father and my mother 

forsake me, then the Lord will take me up.  When I lose my father, when I lose my mother, I don’t have 

a mom.  I don’t have a dad. I am 12 years old and I 

don’t have a mom and dad. What a scary situation! The 

Lord will take him up.  How does the Lord take him up?  

The Lord takes his hands, we are his hands, with 

His feet, we are His feet.  We are His body.  Don’t we sing 

we are His body?  That is how we make this a reality in the life of a child in Cumberland County next 



If we as a church doesn’t do it, who 

is going to do it?  We have to make 

a difference. 

year, or in the life of two children or in the life of three children.  We say we will take you up.  When 

they don’t have a father and they don’t have a mother, we step up.   

 

Last verse, look at this promise from Jesus.  Jesus said I will not leave you comfortless.  The Greek 

word is orphanes.  Here is the promise that we have 

from our Lord.  You will never be an orphan.  That is 

what Jesus said to His disciples.  You will never be an 

orphan.  You will never lose your Father.  You are 

never going to be an orphan.  We have a 

responsibility to impact the orphans in Cumberland 

County.  Yes or No?   

 

Here is the simple question:  If we don’t do it, who is going to do it?  The state is doing it right now, and 

the numbers are pitiful. We have to make a difference.   


