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                                   THE BRANCH: A RIGHTEOUS SHOOT UNTO DAVID 
 

Intro:  When a tree is diseased, we cut it down.  Perhaps later, a small shoot sprouts out of the roots of that tree. 
      The kings of Judah and Israel will be cut off, the house of David apparently lost due to their wickedness and sin. 
    But while God’s people are unfaithful, God is faithful to his covenant, and will and did give to them a righteous King. 
    Through that King, God’s people will be saved, and dwell in safety! “Unto is born this day in the city of Bethlehem…” 
 

I.  A BRANCH UNTO DAVID. 
    A. The historical person. 

        1. The certainty of this promise: “Behold”. 

         2. God made a covenant promise to David, a man after God’s heart (II Sam. 7:12ff). 

         3. David was God’s man to fight all of God’s enemies and to establish the kingdom, a type of Christ. 

         4. But David is dead at the time of this promise, in heaven, awaiting the fulfillment of his covenant promise. 

    B. God’s beloved people. 

        1. The promise is not to all the descendants of David, nor does the promise refer to an earthly kingdom. 

         2. The promise is to Judah, the church, God’s elect people. 

         3. Why call the church David? The name David means ‘Beloved’. 

         4. The promise is particular: to those who hope in their God and look to him in faith.  

         5. It is a promise that speaks to God’s covenant faithfulness! 

    C. God will raise up a branch! 

        1. Born of the house and linage of David. He is one of us.  

         2. Yet the house of David is cut down, destroyed because of her sins. As to all purposes, she is finished, done, no hope. 

         3. But God does the impossible.  Always it is God who saves and raises up. Salvation comes not from man or his labors. 

   4.  It is a royal branch, one who will be the head of his people, and will lead them to life instead of destruction. 

         5. God always remembers his covenant (undeserved, freely bestowed upon his own).    

II. A RIGHTEOUS BRANCH: WHAT HE WILL DO. 

   A.  His name: 

        1. A righteous branch: the contrast: 

         2. The kings on the throne in the days of Jeremiah were desperately wicked. There was no righteous judgment. 

   3.  But the One whom the Lord will raise up will be righteous in his character. 

         4. He will be called, “The Lord our righteousness. 

         5. He will bring a righteous reign. He will bring about our righteousness. He will bring righteous judgment.  

   B. A terror to the wicked. 

       1. O might the wicked Herod and his court, and the Pharisees and Sadducees of Jesus’ day try to get rid of him. 

       2. The wicked will be thrown down, and destroyed. They will experience his royal reign as judgment, and everlasting hell 

       3. This is God’s wonderful work of regeneration by his Spirit. 

       4. The Branch said, “Now I see Satan fall as lightning.” “Now is the world judged.” “Now is Satan cast out.” 

       5. As it was so in Jesus’ first coming, so it shall be in his second coming. 

   C. A comfort to God’s people. 

       1. Jesus is our righteousness! 

        2. He who knew no sin is made sin so that we might be made the righteousness of God (II Cor. 5:21). 

        3. Christ is made unto us wisdom and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption (I Cor. 1:30). 

        4. This King will rule us by his Word and Spirit, so that we live for him. He will lead us as God’s people in holiness! 

III. THE GLORIOUS EFFECT FOR GOD’S COVENANT PEOPLE. 

    A. They shall be saved! 

        1. We who deserve to be cut off, deserve wrath and condemnation and hell shall be saved.  

         2. This points to redemption that was accomplished by our Lord Jesus on the cross. 

         3. That salvation is applied to us by the Holy Spirit through faith. 

         4. There will be the final realized salvation when the Royal Branch comes again and ushers us into his perfect kingdom. 

    B. They will dwell in safety. 

        1. It is through the great exodus: greater than that from Egypt or Babylon: from sin and fear of judgment. 

         2. Now already we dwell in perfect peace through him who is the Prince of Peace. We have peace with God. 

         3. One day when Christ returns, we will dwell with him everlastingly, in the new heavens and new earth. 

         4. We are made branches of the olive tree through the righteous Branch raised unto David! 


