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An Anatomy of Salvation, Part 7 
 
On account of the warnings in Scripture, we are not surprised when bad things happen to God's people!  
 

• The prophet Isaiah was sawn in two.  
• Stephen was stoned to death.   
• The apostle Peter was crucified upside down.   
• Paul lost his head to a Roman axe. 

 
And not long after the writing of the Book of Romans, the blood of those to whom this epistle was 
addressed would soak the sands of the Roman amphitheaters. 
 

• Some would be mauled by wild beasts.  
• Some would be slain by ruthless gladiators.   
• Others would be used as human torches to light Nero's garden parties. 

 
What shocks us is when the very ones who suffer most, praise most!  George Matheson was born in 
Glasgow, Scotland in 1842.  As a child he had only partial vision, and his sight became progressively 
worse, until it resulted in blindness by the time he was 18.  Despite his handicap, he was a brilliant 
student and graduated from the University of Glasgow and later from seminary.  He became a pastor of 
several churches in Scotland, including a large church in Edinburgh.  After he had been engaged to a 
young woman for a short while, she broke the engagement, having decided she could not be content 
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married to a blind man. It is believed that this painful disappointment led Matheson to write the 
beautiful hymn which reads thus: 
 

“O love that will not let me go, I rest my weary soul in Thee; I give Thee back the life I owe, that 
in Thine ocean depths its flow may richer, fuller be.” 

 
Now brothers and sisters, we rightly ask of any child of God who suffers well, “What is your secret?”  
“How is it that you can glorify God when the circumstances of your life are contrary?” 
 
That is the question to which Paul turns in our text in his discussion of the byproducts of the gospel.  
Now, after having examined the gospel for eight chapters in Romans, Paul turns his focus to the 
implications of the gospel; the gospel’s byproducts.   
 
And so we ask the question, a question that the Roman believers needed answered in view of their 
uncertain future: 
 

• How is it that a child of God can thrive in his walk with God when the circumstances of life are 
against him?   

• What difference does the Gospel make to the child of God when the circumstances of his life 
threaten to overwhelm and conquer them? 

 
Our Opposition 

The answer to these questions is that through the gospel, the child of God “overwhelmingly conquers 
through Him who loved us!” 
 

Romans 8:35, “Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall tribulation, or distress, or 
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?” 

 
Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?  The answer to this question is “Nothing!” There is not a 
circumstance that can threaten Christ's love for us. Now in one sense, this is obvious.  If God loves us, 
how could any bitter providence stop God from loving us?  Yet listen to God’s word: 
 

Leviticus 26:14-17, “But if ye will not hearken unto me, and will not do all these commandments; 
 And if ye shall despise my statutes, or if your soul abhor my judgments, so that ye will not do all 
my commandments, but that ye break my covenant:  I also will do this unto you; I will even 
appoint over you terror, consumption, and the burning ague, that shall consume the eyes, and 
cause sorrow of heart: and ye shall sow your seed in vain, for your enemies shall eat it.  And I will 
set my face against you, and ye shall be slain before your enemies: they that hate you shall reign 
over you; and ye shall flee when none pursueth you.” 

 
Deuteronomy 28:15, “But it shall come to pass, if thou wilt not hearken unto the voice of the 
LORD thy God, to observe to do all his commandments and his statutes which I command thee 
this day; that all these curses shall come upon thee, and overtake thee.” 

 
Because there was conditionality built into the national covenant; conditionality predicated upon the 
obedience of the nation, when Israel rebelled against God, the Lord gave them over!  Thus, bitter 
providence did not prevent God from loving Israel; rather it testified to the fact that God no longer 
loved the nation! 
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So the question Paul is asking and answer here is: “Does bitter providence testify to a breach in God’s 
love?”  
 
Today, many Christians live as if it does!  Paul’s answer to the question is: “Not anymore! Not with 
Christ! 
 
We need to hear this today because sufferings have and will continue to abound in the life of the child 
of God. Notice the sevenfold description of what Christians can expect in this life: 
 

• Tribulation: thlipsis; denotes a literal and severe pressure.  It refers not to a minor discomfort, 
but to an acute outward suffering or pressure- as in the pressing of grapes in wine-making till 
they burst.   

• Distress: stenochoria; lit. narrowness of space, and thus difficulty or hardship.  It is used to refer 
to sever confinement or constriction, and hence the idea of anguish or severe inward distress.  

• Persecution: diogmos; this references any affliction suffered for the sake of Christ.  
• Famine: limos; or more generally, “hunger.”   
• Nakedness: gumnotas; this is in reference not to nudity but to a destitution in which a person 

cannot adequately clothe himself. 
• Peril: kindunos; or danger in general.   
• Sword: machaira; this was a common weapon carried by Roman foot soldiers.  It was an 

instrument that varied in length from 6 to 18 inches long.  It was this sword that was used  
o To arrest Christ, Matthew 26:47.  
o By Peter to cut off the slave's ear, Matthew 26:51.   
o By Herod's executioners to put James to death, Acts 12:2. 

• In our context, “sword” would denote either warfare or execution. 
 
Its Severity 

Now having extended his list this far, Paul climaxes with a quote from Psalm 44 to illustrate the severity 
of the opposition that can confront God's children in this life. 
 

Romans 8:36, “As it is written, For thy sake we are killed all the day long; we are accounted as 
sheep for the slaughter.” 

 
This is the impassioned plea of the Psalmist on account of the suffering that he was experiencing.  Paul, 
understanding the intensity aroused in this Psalm, quotes it to indicate the severity of the opposition 
God's children will suffer in this world, as God's people have suffered in the past, so we suffer now. 
 
And yet, in spite of these and other such promises of regarding trial and tribulation it is very common 
today to espouse a health and wealth gospel, even in Evangelical circles.  Oh, we may not use the words 
of the “holy rollers” but we entertain their thoughts. 
 
Often times we think that as a child of God, I know that God has set His love on me, and thus though I 
am promised difficulty in this life1

                                                      
1 Compare 2 Timothy 3:12 

   I believe in my heart that it won't be that bad.    Brothers and sisters, 
just as the love of God is sure, so also are troubles in this life.  Listen to the Psalmist. 
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Psalm 44:22, “Yea, for thy sake are we killed all the day long; we are counted as sheep for the 
slaughter.” 

 
It is real peril that Christians face.  And would you notice that it is not just a peril that occurs on one day 
and then another, but ALL the day! We are considered as sheep to be slaughtered: this is not 
referencing a “sacrificial sheep” but the sheep sold at the common market.  “Considered” is an aorist 
which carries the idea of a once-for-all estimation.  When the world looks at us, it is NOT that at times 
they consider us as sheep to be butchered BUT that our identification in this world is ever and always as 
animals for slaughter and thus of little importance. 
 
Once again we are confronted with the reality of suffering.  Listen, brothers and sisters, opposition 
abounds in this life.  In fact, we are on good ground when we say that there is no end to the opposition 
that can confront a child of God.  It is real; it is in the ever-present and it is something that we should 
learn to expect in this life!   
 
Our Triumph 

And yet, the most glorious news of the gospel as described in this text is that no matter how severe the 
opposition or its source, WE OVERWHELMINGLY TRIUMPH! 
 

Romans 8:37, “Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us.” 
 
Recall that there was conditionality to the covenant established when God’s people became a nation.  
Individually, God’s people stood before God on the basis of the unilateral covenant forged in Christ such 
that indeed there never could be condemnation for those in Christ.   Yet corporately, God’s people 
beginning with Moses stood before God on the basis of THEIR covenant fidelity!  If they lived as a 
faithful covenant community, they would last BUT if they forsook God, they would be rejected 
FOREVER! 
 
What did God’s people in the Old Covenant do? They forsook God and so God gave them over to their 
sin! We saw this worked out in 605, 597, and then 586 BC when Judah was taken into captivity and so 
forever lost their status as a nation in covenant with God. 
 
So what is Paul point here? This abandoning could never happen to us as individuals in Christ. In Christ 
we “overwhelmingly conquer through Him who loved us.” To overwhelmingly conquer literally is to 
“hyper-conquer,” to “over-conquer,” to “conquer with success to spare.”  The emphasis of this phrase is 
on the totality of the victory! In spite of everything that this sinful and miserable world can throw at us, 
we nevertheless prove victorious! 
 
We are Defeaters! 

One of the characteristics that marked the rise of Alexander the Great in the fourth century BC was his 
belief that God had destined him to conquer the world.  And amazingly, he was right. In God's 
providence, there was not an army, a country, or a man that could stand against Alexander and his 
army.   And yet, at the end of his campaigns on the way back home to Greece, this conqueror was 
defeated by death! 
 
Brothers and sisters, much like Alexander we are conquers!  In the face of 
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• Tribulation.   
• Distress.   
• Persecution.   
• Famine.   
• Nakedness.   
• Peril. 

 
We are more than conquerors which means that these circumstances are defeated in our presence!  
And yet, unlike Alexander who was ultimately conquered by death, we also will defeat death! 
 
Our Victory over Death 

When his wife died, his children were still quite young, and so Dr. Barnhouse wondered how he could 
explain their mother's death in a way that their childish minds could understand.  As they drove home 
from the funeral, a large truck passed them and briefly cast a dark shadow over the car.  Immediately, 
Barnhouse knew he had the illustration he was looking for, and he asked the children, “Would you 
rather be run over by a truck or by the shadow of a truck?” 
 
His children replied, “That's easy! We would rather get run over by the shadow, because that wouldn't 
hurt.” 
 
Barnhouse then replied, “Well, children, your mother just went through the valley of the shadow of 
death, and there's no pain there, either.”   
 
Brothers and sisters, even in death we overwhelmingly conquer!  Why? Notice, “...through Him who 
loved us.”  This phrase is rich in its meaning.  Why are we victorious in this world? Because of HIM- He is 
working in and through our difficulties to produce His will and our good!   WHO LOVED US- this 
references a onetime love in the past [aorist], which can be nothing other than the love of God poured 
out upon us at the cross! 
 
As the climax of his application of the Gospel, Paul brings us back to the cross, the foundation and basis 
for all that we are and do.  We are assured of present and future triumph on account of a previous 
victory: the death of Christ on the cross which testified to the love that God has for us! Recall two weeks 
ago and the point we made in connection with Romans 8:31-32.  “There is no greater proof of God's 
commitment to us than the sacrifice of Christ on the cross.”   
 

“The greatest gift of the Father, the most precious donation given to us, was not things.  It was 
not calling, nor justification, nor even glorification...  these are favours dispensed in the 
fulfillment of God's gracious design.  But the unspeakable and incomparable gift is the giving up 
of his own Son.  So great is that gift, so marvelous are its implications, so far-reaching its 
consequences that all graces of lesser proportion are certain of free bestowment.”2

                                                      
2 John Murray, Romans, page 326 

  
 
If the greatest sacrifice and statement of God's commitment to us was the sacrifice of His Son, then 
doesn't it follow that God will fulfill the lesser and protect His blood-bought children such that they 
receive all that He intended in Christ?  Will God do less for us now that we are His children than He did 
for us when we were His enemies? 
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Dr. McKenzie explained it this way: 
 

“[As children of God, joy] comes to us not in spite of tribulation, disappointment, or even sin, 
but because of them... We have something left over when life and death have done their 
worst.”3

• Doubting.   

  
 
And where does this lead the child of God? To nothing less than a confidence in present trial and a 
litany of praise and adoration on account of the One who loves us! 
 

Romans 8:38-39, “For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor [anything in] life, nor [good] 
angels, nor principalities [demons], nor powers [anything or anyone that might exert authority], 
nor things present [that which is part and parcel of this present age], nor things to come 
[tribulation and judgment as the present age gives way to the age that is to come],  Nor height 
[nothing in the heavens], nor depth [nothing in the remotest part of this world], nor any other 
creature [this includes everything and everyone left out of the previous nine adjectives], shall be 
able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

 
Again, our confidence as Christians arises from the cross! God's love for us, as evidenced in the 
wounding of His own Son, is unbreakable- not even His commitment to His Son was strong enough to 
sever the love that God has for us!  And thus 
 

• Repining.   
• Griping.   
• Complaining. 

 
about God's providence are sins of unbelief that we must be quick to cast from our minds!  If God was 
willing to wound His own Son before He would wound us to question God's love for His children, 
regardless of their circumstances- is to question NOT just God's love for you BUT the integrity of God's 
character! 
 
This is why 1 John 3:1 is so profound. 
 

1 John 3:1, “Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be 
called the sons of God: therefore the world knoweth us not, because it knew him not.” 

 
Why is God's love so amazing?  Because in order to call us His sons, He had to first disown His only 
begotten Son!   
 
And thus, because our Lord is infinite in His love for us we “confidently say, 'The Lord is my helper, I will 
not be afraid.  What shall man do to me?'“ (Hebrews 13:6).  We can say with David, “When I am afraid, I 
will put my trust in Thee” (Psalm 56:3).  “In peace I will both lie down and sleep, for Thou alone, O Lord, 
dost make me to dwell in safety” (Psalm 4:8).  We can say with Moses, “The eternal God is a dwelling 
place, and underneath are the everlasting arms” (Deuteronomy 33:27).  We can say with the writer of 
Hebrews, “This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, a hope both sure and steadfast” (Hebrews 6:19). 
 
Brothers and sisters, Ephesians 3:19 describes God's love for us as that which “surpasses knowledge” or 

                                                      
3 Quoted by Leon Morris, Romans, page 340 
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in other words it is indescribable.  When we accept this by faith, we easily can conclude with Paul that 
“in all... things we overwhelmingly conquer through Him who loved us.” 
 
And yet, any time a message like this is proclaimed, the criticism is undoubtedly raised that it is easy for 
us to say these things because we haven’t suffered as much as you have.  I can hear the argument, 
“Wait till you are wounded! Wait till you are scarred! Will you still proclaim your message of triumph?” 
 
Do not misunderstand, I do not pretend that I have undergone all manner of suffering and compared to 
many, I have had a pretty easy life.  However, I remind you that the author of this text is NOT me BUT 
Paul- and ultimately God!  In other words, we must not forget that Paul, as Hendriksen wrote: 
 

“...[when he] spoke about these adverse circumstances which Satan and the other enemies of 
the cross used in order to bring about separation between believers and their Lord, he was not 
speaking as an armchair theologian or philosopher.  On the contrary, as 2 Cor. 11:23-29 
indicates, he had already suffered [most of these] hardships before writing this epistle to the 
Romans.”4

• To question God's love for us- to do so is to question God's character.   

  
 

Indeed, in spite of a severity of persecution with which few could understand, Paul wrote these words: 
 

2 Corinthians 4:16, “For which cause we faint not; [we do not lose heart] but though our 
outward man perish, yet the inward man is renewed day by day.” 

 
Paul describes his affliction “momentary” and “light.”  The Passage we are looking at  was written by 
one who suffered under the very circumstances described herein. And whether that be Paul or Christ, 
take your pick!   
 
And thus, when the trials occur as detailed in this text, as children of God we have but one option; it is 
NOT  
 

• To question the validity of this passage as if it were the message of a man whose life was free of 
trial. 

 
Rather, in faith, we must trust that it is a loving God who is working all things for good in our lives.  
Indeed, as we gaze at our God in light of His character and commitment to us, we confidently say, “But 
in all these things we overwhelmingly conquer through Him who loved us.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                      
4 Hendriksen, New Testament Commentary, Romans, page 291 



 
 

8 
 

   

About Bethel Presbyterian Church  
The Bethel Presbyterian Church Ministry of the Word is published regularly.  
 

VISIT US WHEN IN Broomfield, COLORADO  
Feel free to visit Bethel Presbyterian Church when in Broomfield, Colorado. Bethel Presbyterian Church 
meets at Broomfield High School, Eagle (10th Street) and Main, Broomfield, Colorado. The telephone 
number of the church is 303-469-6912. The worship services are at 9:30 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. each 
Sunday. Bethel Presbyterian Church is a member of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church.  
  
All our sermons can be accessed via the World Wide Web.  The recording for this sermon and these 
notes can be found at  More than Conquerors.   The web address for all sermons at Bethel Presbyterian 
Church can be found out as follows: http://bethelpresbyterian.sermonaudio.com  

About the Preacher  
Greg Thurston preached this sermon on December 14, 2008.  Greg is the preacher at Bethel 
Presbyterian Church. 
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