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1. Difficult travel circumstances. 

 
 “Behold wise men from the east came to Jerusalem…” (Matt. 2:1) 
 
 

2. Deceptive relational challenges. 
 

 Unspoken issues. 
 

  “When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him.” (3) 
 

 Secret conversations. 
 

  “Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time the 
  star appeared.” (7) 
 

 Insincere promises. 
 
  Go and search diligently for the child, and when you have found Him, bring me word,  
  that I too may come and worship Him.” (8) 
 

3. Deliberate financial contributions. (11) 
 

 Gold –A gift for His Royalty. (King) 
 
 

 Frankincense – A gift for His Deity. (God) 
 

 

 Myrrh – A gift for His Humanity. (Savior) 
 

 

4. Dynamic spiritual choices. 
 
 “…have come to worship Him.” (2) 
 
 “…and they fell down and worshiped Him.” (11b) 
 
 
Application: 
 

1. Which of the challenges that the magi faced do you most relate to? What have you learned 
today? 

2. This Christmas, what does “faithfulness” look like in your walk with Christ? 



Bible Study Questions/ Discussion 
“Magi –Faithful in Opposition” 

Dec. 16, 2012 
 

1. Discuss the identity of the “wisemen.” (Matt. 2:1) Who were they? Why do we refer to them as 
kings? (Ps. 72:10-11; Isa. 60:3) What does the prophecy say about the star? (Num. 24:17) Discuss 
the challenges they possibly faced in coming to Bethlehem. What does that say about their 
spiritual lives? 

 
 
 
 

2. What is Herod’s initial response to the wisemen? (Matt. 2:3) Why would this news upset him? 
Why would it upset the people? What does Herod call this king in Matt. 2:4? What are the 
implications of such a title? 
 

 

 

 

3. Why does Herod have a secret conversation with the magi? (Matt.2:7) What does God’s Word 
say about agreements with unbelievers? (Isa. 30:1) What was God’s plan? (Micah 5:2) What was 
Herod’s promise in Matt. 2:8? Read Prov. 26:24-25 and discuss the need for integrity in all of our 
relationships. 
 

 

 

 

4. The magi gave what three gifts to Jesus? (Matt. 2:11) (Also Isa. 60:6)Discuss the significance of 
the three gifts. 
 

 Gold –A gift for Royalty. (2 Kings 12:18; 16:8; Ps. 21:3) 

 Frankincense – A gift for Deity. (Ex. 30:34-38) 

 Myrrh – A gift for His humanity. (John 19:39) 

 
 
 
 

5. What was the primary purpose for the Magi seeking the King of the Jews? (Matt. 2:2) Discuss 
what it means to worship. Why did they “fall down” when they worshipped Him? (Psalm 47:2,9) 

 
 
 
 

6. What do we learn from these magi about “faithfulness?” This Christmas take time to clarify the 
gifts you want to bring to the Lord. Take time to “worship” Him! 


