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This morning as we gather together, what a wonderful day today is because we know the 
Bible makes it very clear that this is the day the Lord has made, let us rejoice and be glad 
in it. We know the Bible even says about our shortcomings, our faults and our sins that he
separates them as far as the east is from the west but there is something about this day 
that is just really tangible, not just because the day of the week or the day of the month 
because this is the day that the calendar changes. The 6 has been replaced by the 7. It's 
one of those days that we can put the proverbial stick in the ground and say, "God, I start 
anew. I begin anew. I walk anew." Today is one of those days where we get to celebrate 
his willingness to do a new work in our lives. What a wonderful opportunity as we gather
on that day to begin by being challenged by his word. Today, the word of God is going to
challenge us to go forward goday, in this week and next month and even this entire year, 
hopefully with the perspective that may be new and fresh. Will you join me as we pray 
before we open God's word for this challenge?

Lord, as we prepare our hearts, we thank you for this day. Lord, we know that every day 
you give us is a gift from you but particularly this day where our calendars and our 
phones tell us that it is a new year, it's a new start, it's a new beginning, it's a new 
opportunity, there is a sense of freshness in the air. So, Lord, I pray that as we open your
word, as we read your word, as we study your word, Lord, challenge us that this 
wouldn't be just another year but this would be a unique year, a special year where our 
dedication to you, our trust, our faith in you would be greater going forward than it has 
ever been in the past. It is in the name of Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.

I want to encourage you this morning to open your Bibles to the Old Testament to the 
book of 1 Kings 20. Now, as you are searching for 1 Kings 20, I want to warn you in 
advance that when you find the passage and you begin to peruse and read the context, 
you're going to find yourself in the midst of the life of an individual who most likely you 
may have never heard a sermon about in your life and here is why: we're about to study 
one of the most ruthless, vile, heinous, sinful, blaspheming individuals the Bible has ever 
known. We're going to look at a man by the name of Ahab. 

Now, if you've studied the person of Ahab, you'll know that he didn't get a very good 
start. In fact, his dad was said by God at the time to be the worst king in the history of 
Israel's existence. He has a vileness, his idolatry, his blasphemy was worse than anybody 
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else and that is the home that Ahab grew up in. He grew up watching his dad, he grew up 
watching his family make the groves, the false worship, the idolatry. It was what he grew 
up in. He became a young man and he eventually married. He married a young lady 
whose name is never forgotten in Scripture, her name is Jezebel, one of those who you 
just never really want to name your daughter after, do you? Something rings with that 
name, Jezebel. But when you begin to look at what happened with Ahab and Jezebel, to 
put it in my children's vernacular, she owned him as she began to dictate not only that he 
would continue as an idolater and a blasphemer but he would take it up a notch and it 
would become even worse than it was before. We see in the life of Ahab such a life of 
ungodliness that when he dies God says he was even worse than his dad.

So at this point in the Scripture, we're looking at the life of a person who has never lived 
a worse life. He has never thumbed his nose at God more than this individual known as 
Ahab. You may be wondering then why on this very special day of the year, why would 
we look in 1 Kings 20 at the life of Ahab? Because I want you to understand something 
that has become very valuable in my life in recent days: a broken clock is still right twice 
a day. Have you ever thought of that? Over 99% of the time a clock that is broken is 
wrong but there are those two times of the day that it actually tells us the right time and 
when we come to 1 Kings 20, I don't know if Ahab even has those two times in his life 
but he has this one: he gives us a picture, he gives us something to see with our eyes, 
there is a real tangibleness to this passage to share with us how we should respond not 
just this year but every day of our lives to an all-holy, all-powerful, all-loving God.

So as we turn to 1 Kings 20, I'm going to read verses 1 through 4 and see the one time in 
Ahab's life where he demonstrates for us a lesson we may need to heed and learn today. It
says,

1 And Benhadad the king of Syria gathered all his host together: and there 
were thirty and two kings with him, and horses, and chariots: and he went 
up and besieged Samaria, and warred against it. 2 And he sent messengers 
to Ahab king of Israel into the city, and said unto him, Thus said 
Benhadad, 3 Your silver and your gold is mine; your wives also and your 
children, even the goodliest [or the best], are mine. 4 And the king of 
Israel answered and said, My lord, O king, according to thy saying, I am 
thine, and all that I have. 

Now, let me share with you the picture of what's happening here. Benadad has come. 
He's got 32 kings. He has created the literal definition of a confederacy. He has a group 
of people who are in agreement with him. They are beginning the process of taking over 
the world as they see and know it. 32 kings, now, the Bible makes it very clear they had 
horses. The Bible makes it very clear they had chariots. They had so many foot soldiers 
Israel could not hardly compete when he sends a message to Ahab saying, "We are on the
front steps. We are here. How do you respond to us?" Interesting that Ahab agreed to his 
terms. "You steal my silver, my gold, my wives and children, even the best things. I am 
yours." What we learn from Ahab in this short story today is that he gives us a picture of 
how best we should respond to an all-knowing, all-powerful yet all-loving God because 
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I'm going to give you some of the best piece of advice that was ever given to me. This 
was given to me as a teenager and I needed it then and I need it as an adult. Are you 
ready for this? There is a God and you're not him. In other words, we need to understand 
that as we face this day, as we face this new year, there is a God who is more powerful 
than us, there is a God who can out resource us, there is a God who is wiser and smarter 
and can love more than us and I think what we see in Ahab and his picture, what we see 
in this story is a good analogy, a good picture for how you and I should respond to an all-
powerful, all-knowing God in our lives.

I think the first thing that we see is that Ahab had a very particular position. Notice what 
he did: he surrendered. It was a position of surrender. When he says, "I am yours and all 
that I have," he was surrendering. Now, I believe in our culture today we need to draw a 
very distinct line because I think we've blurred the definitions between surrendering and 
committing. Allow me to define those words. When you surrender to somebody or to 
some entity, you are giving that person or that entity total control. When you commit to 
somebody or commit to something, you are declaring that you still get to make the rules. 
So surrender means the other is in total control, commitment is I am still in control.

Allow me to give us some earthly examples. When we speak of surrendering, when we 
speak of giving up, oftentimes we go to military imagery but this is bowl season. I mean, 
this is football time. This is that time of the year where there is more football than there 
are hours of the day and it is a beautiful time of the year. But allow me to share with you 
that you see surrender almost every time you watch a game and you probably do it in 
your own living room. Allow me to illustrate. Let's just presume, not that it would ever 
happen particularly tomorrow, but let's just presume that your team is losing. Okay, just 
presume. Just imagine hypothetically it could happen that your team is losing. When you 
go down in the second half by about 7 or 10 points, let me share with you what happens 
with your body language. This is what you do, you go: sigh. When you go down 14 
points, this is what you do: growl. But when they, the other team goes up by 21 points in 
the fourth quarter, you know what you do. Everybody does it. It doesn't matter who you 
root for, what stadium you're in. You know what it is, right? It's called the surrender 
cobra, if you don't know what that's called. You make the cobra sign with your elbows. 
Do you know what that is? Any time you see somebody in the stands of a game with their
arms up like this, they have just said it's over. There is not a chance that we're going to 
win this game. It's over. They begin to pack up and they leave. Why? Because they 
realize that at that point there is no feasible way to win. They realize that is over and the 
other team is in total control.

Let's talk about commitment though. When we commit to things, we're interested in 
them, we're passionate about them, we're excited about them but yet we get to call the 
shots. There are various forms of which people commit in life but I think probably the 
greatest example is what we know as the marriage vow, the ring that I have on my finger,
an example of almost 21 years that my wife Tracy and I have been married. And you 
think about a marriage ceremony two individuals stand up and it's one of the greatest 
examples of commitment we have. Before God, before their pastor, before their friends 
and their family, what do they declare? They declare that, "I will stick in there. I will 
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hang in there. I will love you for better or for worse, for richer or for poorer, in sickness 
and in health." Yet how many times have we seen someone decide to take the ring off? 
How many times have we seen somebody say, "Well, the health isn't what I bargained 
for. The finance aren't what I thought they would be and so I'm checking out." You see, 
what we understand is even when we talk about commitment and the great word that it is,
we still have control at some level over the situation. But when we surrender, we're 
placing total control in somebody else's hands. That's what Ahab did. When he said, "I 
am yours and everything that I have," he no longer had a say. He no longer had any 
opportunity to say, "But what about this?" 

Let me transfer this to a spiritual example. Some years ago, I know to many of you who 
are younger in age it will seem like ancient history but some years ago what we know as 
the Berlin wall fell, that wall which divided not only the city of Berlin, the country of 
Germany, but can we just agree it pretty much divided the entire world ideologically. 
There were those that were free and there were those that were not. It was the battle 
between a democracy and a communistic state. But when that wall fell and people had the
opportunity to once again cross and to go into areas that they had been forbidden for 
decades, it was an incredible opportunity. For we the church of Jesus Christ, to go into 
places that we were legally forbidden, to go into places where we were told we were not 
welcome, when we began to go into Eastern Europe and some of those areas on mission 
trips and in opportunities, we discovered that that wall had not ceased Christianity. In 
fact, what we know as the church was still strong. It was still vibrant. It just wasn't public.

Some years ago I heard the testimony of a pastor who in days after the fall of the Berlin 
wall took a group of men from his church, a lot of financial resources and they went over 
into Eastern Europe and they were going to take a congregation who had been staying 
strong in the midst of all of that political chaos and for the first time in decades they were
going to have a building, they were going to have a structure. Now, it wouldn't look like 
much on our terms but it would be more than they had ever had before. So they took the 
supplies, they took the resources, and they began to build. It was going to be a week to 10
day project. The American pastor and the Eastern European pastor began to know each 
other and become friends and found out that each had traveled across the world. One day 
in conversation, the American pastor gloating over what was taking place said, "What do 
you think about the American church? What do you think about American Christianity?" 
To which the Eastern European pastor made this incredible statement, he said, "I think 
you American Christians are the most committed Christians I've ever met." To which the 
American pastor kind of shrugged his shoulders up, kind of got a smile on his face, if I 
had been there I might have grown 2 to 3 inches. I mean, he was proud of what was 
happening. He said, "That's right. Here we are giving up our time, here we are giving of 
our resources. We're making a difference." The Eastern European pastor realizing the 
American pastor had misunderstood, he said, "Sir, I did not mean that as a compliment." 
He said, "Well, you said we are the most committed, that's a compliment." He said, "No."
He said, "I don't know how it happened, I don't know when it happened but at some point
in your history American Christians have replaced the word 'surrender' with 
'commitment.'" 
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And folks, allow me to share with you on this very special day of the calendar year, I 
think he's exactly right. How many times do we base our relationship with the Lord or 
our walk with the Lord on what's convenient for us? What will please us? What makes us
happy? What brings us contentment and pleasure? You see, when we get frustrated or 
upset with what God is doing and we check out and go do something else or we deviate, 
we are then in a relationship of commitment, but when we surrender, we are saying, 
"Okay, God, I'm putting it all in your hands. I don't have a say-so in this. Whatever 
happens, whatever comes, I'm just going to celebrate it that it's what you desired for my 
life." I would say we've become very committed and on this day maybe we need to 
change to a position of surrender versus commitment.

Then we see that there are some priorities in his life that had to be changed. Notice what 
the messengers say in verse 3, "Your silver and your gold is mine; your wives also and 
your children, even the best things, are mine." These are the terms of surrender that 
Benadad gives Ahab and serves for us as an example today because I believe that what 
we have inside here it is probably not only just the wisdom and the insight and the 
understanding of God, these are the things that we struggle with too. He knew that if 
Ahab was going to totally surrender, he had to agree to these specific areas. And today if 
we begin this new year, if we begin this new season by saying, "Do you know what? It's 
time that I quit committing, it's time I start surrendering," these are the three areas that 
you're going to need to address.

The first one is this: the priority of your finances. Notice the first thing he says: your 
silver and your gold. You say, "Well, money is not that important to me." Have 
somebody try to take it away from you and it will be very important real quick. You 
know, you think about it, the Bible talks more as far as quantity is concerned about 
money than almost any other subject. You say, "Why is that?" It's because we struggle 
with it. You know, and maybe this is the year, maybe this is the time in life where finally 
we say, "Do you know what? I'm going to surrender my stuff to God. No longer am I 
going to have control over it. No longer am I going to dictate what happens to all the 
details. I'm going to give it to him."

Now, this happens in two very specific ways. You've got the first part and then you've got
the rest of the part. Let me tell you about the first part. The first part is when you give of 
the firstfruits, when you give to begin with. Now, I'm not going to stand up here today 
and recite all the statistics of how people do and don't give to the Lord, but let me just 
share with you very vaguely for every person that tells you they do give faithfully, about 
9 out of 10 of them are lying. Why? Because we don't want to admit to whoever is taking 
the survey that we're not doing what we know we're supposed to do when we know we're 
supposed to surrender.

But let me give you a testimony this morning. I'm not going to give all kinds of stories 
and scenarios because I've heard them all and they're wonderful but let me give you our 
story. My wife Tracy and I were very blessed. We grew up in a Christian home that 
giving to the Lord was just a part of our life. It was something that we grew up doing as 
children and young adults. How grateful I am that when we got married we didn't have to
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fight over tithing. We didn't have to argue about that. We didn't have to discuss that. It 
was just part of it from the beginning and I'm here to testify 21 years of marriage, check it
out, haven't missed a meal yet. Doing good. In 21 years, we've had our ups, we've had our
downs, we've had our struggles, we've had our difficulties, we've had our joys, we've had 
our celebrations but let me share with you there has been one aspect of our life that I can 
testify to you has kept the grace and the goodness of God on us is that from the very 
beginning whatever we received financially we've said, "Okay, God, we're giving the first
part to you. We're giving this up. We're surrendering this."

You know, maybe this is the time, maybe this is the season that we're more like Ahab 
than we'd like to admit and you know that broken clock is right twice a day. Maybe this is
the year you say, "Do you know what? I'm finally going to trust God with my resources. 
I'm finally going to trust him with my stuff." Some of you are out there saying, "You 
know, I got that part. That's easy. Our story is like your story. We've been doing this for 
years." Okay, let me ask you the next question: what about the other 90%? Because let's 
be honest, sometimes it's easy to stroke a check but the other 90%, you know, the Bible 
calls us stewards. A steward is somebody who owns nothing but is in control of 
everything. I've got news for you. Some of you think, "Well, I give 10% to the Lord, the 
other 90% I do with what I want." That's not yours either. It's all his. He asks us to return 
the firstfruits and then he says, "Okay, the rest of the 90, do as I desire." Maybe this year 
is the time where you say, "Do you know what? In a position of surrender versus 
commitment, rather than what I want to do, what I desire to do, how about we say, Hey, 
God, what do you want me to do with my finances? What do you want me to do with my 
resources?" You see, that's the position that Ahab has in this passage. He doesn't say, 
"Okay, you can have a portion of this account and some of that account but don't touch 
the investments." He says, "No. My silver, my gold, it's yours."

Then he goes on the next agreement, the next term and he says, "My silver and my gold," 
now, guys, don't take this too literally, he says, "You can take my wives. Man, they are 
all yours. It would be a great time if you just have them." Some of you guys are going, 
"Man, it would be a great year if she was gone." No, that's not what it's saying. Let me 
tell you what he is saying. When he says, "You can have my wives, you can have my 
family," here's what Ahab is saying, "I'm surrendering my relationships." Maybe this is 
the year where you finally surrender your relationships. You give them to God. You say, 
"But what do you mean? Give me some particulars." Maybe this is the year where, guys, 
you finally decide to be the husband God desires you to be. Women, maybe this is the 
year you finally decide, "I'm going to be the wife God desires me to be." Maybe this is 
the year as a couple you finally say, "You know, maybe we need to go to that marriage 
conference that's coming up." Maybe this is the year where you say, "You know, we need
to work on our marriage. This is the year that we're going to surrender to those vows that 
we made years ago." Maybe this is the year, now some of you are going to get upset with 
me but I'm going to say it anyway, maybe this is the year where you decide to be a parent
and not a friend to your children. A parent and not a friend to your child. Maybe this is 
the year when you decide, "Do you know what? We haven't done a whole lot but we're 
going to start praying as a family. Maybe this year we are going to start doing some Bible
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study as a family. Maybe this your church and Sunday school are going to be a priority in
our life."

You see, when it comes to relationships, there are really two types: there are those that 
draw you closer to the Lord and there are those that take you further away. Maybe this is 
the year where those individuals in your life that you have a godly relationship with, 
maybe you foster them, maybe you promote them, maybe you encourage them, maybe 
you're more active in them, and then those that are toxic, those that take you down the 
proverbial trail of temptation, maybe this is the year that you draw some distance 
between you and them. Maybe there are those individuals that every time you're around 
them you keep getting in trouble. Maybe those are people that every time you're around 
them, they take you further from the things of God. They always talk you out of doing 
what God desires you to do rather than talking you in. Maybe this is the year where you 
give that relationship to the Lord and say, "I'm not going to have that as a priority 
anymore in my life." And can I give you one little just asterisk of a suggestion? Maybe 
this is the year we surrender social media to God and quit caring what everybody thinks 
about subject matters that they have no right to base an opinion on? How many times do 
we get upset, do we get irritated and agitated because, "Can you not believe what this 
person said?" And half the time what does it do? It takes us away from what God would 
have us.

You see, what Ahab was doing here, what we need to do as far as a position of surrender 
is our financials, our relationships, but then, parents, don't get too excited, notice what he 
says next: my children. Some of you are thinking, "Boy, that would be a great year if all 
of a sudden he just took care of all..." No. When Ahab was saying, "take my children," 
here's what he was saying, "You can have my future. You can have my future." Now, 
that's something we love to say on this day of the year. We love to say on this day of the 
year, the new beginning, "I want God to have my tomorrow. I want him to have this year.
This is going to be a year that I surrender to him." But how many times do we come to 
December 31st and go, "Boy, I am so ready to begin because last year has not been 
pretty." 

To surrender our future. Let me tell you how this is difficult. That means that when the  
Lord intervenes in your life in February or March or April or August and it's not what 
you had scheduled bet it's of God, if you are surrendered you're like, "Okay, God, we'll 
make that change or we'll make that difference in our life." If you're committed, you're 
saying, "No, you don't understand, God. That was not on my calendar. That was not on 
my schedule of events." I got news for each and every one of us: no matter what you've 
already done to plan for this next year, it's probably not going to happen the way you 
think it is because man's expectations are rarely even half realized. You've got trips 
planned, you've got things you desire to do, goals you would like to see accomplished, 
I've got news for you, you're going to wake up tomorrow morning and you're going to get
slapped by this thing called life and it doesn't always go the way that you place on your 
calendar. You see, when we commit maybe that God will intervene in your life in a few 
months and say, "Hey, there's a mission trip I want you to go and be a part of. There is a 
ministry I want you to be active in. There is a Bible study I need you to be a part of." 
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Whatever it is and you say, "Well, that's not on my schedule. That's not what I had 
planned." 

Let me share with you another little personal testimony: 365 days ago today, I had never 
even heard of Opelika, Alabama. I'm sorry. I know that upset some of you. "What do you 
mean you've never heard of Opelika?" I had never heard of Opelika but last year I 
received a phone call and the next thing I know I'm moving my entire family, my life, 
and I am now an Opelikian. Is that how you say it? I think it is. I'm an Opelikian. You 
say, "Why? How?" Because our family has made it a priority to say, "God, we are going 
to surrender our future to you whatever that means, wherever that means and however 
that looks." Maybe this year you've got certain plans that you desire but maybe what if 
God has even bigger plans for you than you have already on your calendar and it might 
mess up what you...it might mess up your spreadsheet? But a surrendered position says, 
"Okay, I'll make it a priority that I'm going to put my future in the Lord's hands."

Now, I want you to look at what Ahab agreed to. I want you to look at the challenge that 
we have before us, that walking into this year with a surrendered position rather than a 
commitment position is saying, "Okay, God, I'm giving you control of my finances. 
Okay, God, I'm giving you control over my relationships. Okay, God, I'm giving you 
control over my future. I'm giving you control over tomorrow, next week, next month, 
the entire year. I'm giving you control over it all." You see, that's a position that we in 
this culture rarely take.

But there's one final thought on Ahab. It's the last statement he makes in verse 4. He says,
"I am yours and all that I have." He had a position of surrender. He agrees to the priorities
of finances, relationships and his future but that last statement, that personal pronoun 
when he says, "I am yours and all that I have," at that point it's personal. 

You know, when we look at various characters in Scripture and we find out that there are 
a lot of people who did a lot of good stuff but never had a right personal relationship with
God. Let me give you a great example. You go over to the New Testament and there is a 
group of guys that we know as the Pharisees and I know in church we give these guys a 
hard time but let's be honest, these are the guys who you wanted to live in their 
neighborhoods, you wanted their children to work for their companies, you wanted your 
daughters to marry their sons. I mean, these were the guys that were the Who's Who in 
the culture yet in Matthew 23, Jesus has a dialogue with these individuals and he says, "I 
know that you tithe, I know that you're still married to your first wife, I know you've done
this, I know you've done that but you don't have a relationship with God." You know, one
of the biggest traps that we can get caught up in is checking off the boxes, crossing the 
T's and dotting the I's and miss the whole personal aspect of all of it. What I believe is 
one of the most frightening verses in all of the Bible is found in Matthew 7. Matthew 7, 
Jesus at the end of the Sermon on the Mount is talking about the second coming, he's 
talking about that judgment day and he says on that day when the door is closed, there  
will be some on the outside who do not allow to enter on the inside who say, "But, God, I
don't understand. We preached sermons, we did service work, we did this, we did that," 
and Jesus then says, "Depart from me, workers of iniquity. I never knew you." What I'm 
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getting at is maybe this year when we take the example of Ahab, maybe it's not a year of 
doing this or doing that, maybe it's the year where we make it a personal relationship with
God, relational rather than religious, and allow those priorities just to naturally flow out 
of that relationship. 

When he says, "I am yours and all that I have," what a statement. Not just on any day but 
on this day, to begin a new year to say, "Okay, God, I don't know what tomorrow holds, I
don't know what next month holds, I don't know what this year hold but I'm going to 
make this declaration today, I am yours and everything that I have." The last time I 
checked, there wasn't a person in Scripture who yielded that kind of response to God that 
it didn't work out in the end exactly as we would desire it to work out. Why? Because I've
got news for you: God knows more than you do, he is stronger than you are, he is smarter
than you are, much like the picture we have here with Benadad with the 32 Kings and the
horses and chariots. What a picture that Ahab gives that we should surrender and say, 
"Okay, this one is personal. I'm just going to give myself to you and let you work out all 
the details." What a challenge for this year. "God, I'm yours and all that I have."

Let's pray with our heads bowed and our eyes closed. As we come to what we know as 
the close of this service, maybe you're here as a guest, as a visitor, maybe you're here as a
family member, a friend or maybe you're here for the thousandth time, but maybe this 
morning you realize not just from the challenge of God's word but the newness of the day
and the year, maybe you realize today that you may be sitting in church, you may have 
attended some church, but maybe you don't know the Savior of the church, Jesus Christ. 
Maybe this would be the time to really make it personal. What better time in life than 
right now at this calendar beginning for you to have a new eternal beginning. 

Salvation and forgiveness is not about doing the right things or stopping the wrong 
things, it's about knowing the right person, Jesus Christ. Maybe that's where you find 
yourself this morning. I've got great news, not just on this day but any day. When we 
come to that position, when we come to that place in life, all we need to do is have a real 
serious conversation with God. I want to encourage you this morning if that's where you 
are to have that conversation. You don't have to say it out loud, you don't have to say the 
same words that I would say but maybe your prayer, maybe your conversation would go 
a little something like this, "God, today I realize that no matter how good I have tried to 
be, I'm never going to be good enough. So, God, today I realize that I have fallen into sin.
I have messed up. I have fallen short and there is nothing I can ever do personally to 
solve my sin problem, but I understand today that Jesus Christ alone can provide the 
forgiveness I desire. Jesus Christ alone can provide the salvation that I so desperately 
need. God, today I understand that Jesus Christ loved me so much even in my sin that he 
was willing to be born on my behalf. He was willing to live a sinless life on my behalf. 
He was willing to die a cruel death on my behalf. And he was willing to raise from the 
grave so I could be forgiven and I could be saved. And Lord, today it may be the first day
of the calendar year but it's my desire for today to be the first day of everlasting life. So 
today I surrender to you. I give up trying to do it on my own and I'm asking you to 
forgive me by the blood of Jesus Christ alone. Lord, I don't have all the answers but I do 
know that Jesus is the answer to my sin problem. So today I'm asking you to forgive me, 

Page 9 of 10



I'm asking you to save me. In the best way I know how, I just want to turn my life over to
you."

With our heads still bowed, our eyes still closed, in just a moment I'm going to pray over 
us and then I'm going to ask us to stand. As Ryan and our team leads us in a song I'm 
going to be down here at the front with others and we want the privilege of meeting and 
celebrating with you. Maybe you're that person today who made that decision or maybe 
you made it in the last week or month and you want to declare it to any and all. We want 
to invite you in just a moment just to step out and step forward, we'd love the privilege of
celebrating with you. Or maybe as we prepare for our invitation, maybe you're that 
believer, maybe you've been saved for years, maybe even decades, maybe you realize 
today that your relationship with the Lord has seeped into commitment rather than 
surrender. Maybe today is that day you do or don't necessarily walk forward but in 
walking out today you have a different position and relationship to the Lord.

Heavenly Father, as we gather at this time, how grateful we are for new beginnings, for 
new creation, for the person of Jesus Christ who makes it all possible. So Lord, I pray 
whatever it is that you have sown in our hearts, whatever it is you have showed us that 
we need to be about, Lord, I pray as we come to this time of decision, as we come to this 
time of invitation, may we do with our feet what you've already done in our hearts. It is in
the name of Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.

I'm going to ask you to stand with us as we have this time of invitation. Whatever 
decision, we'll be here at the front. 
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