
“Renewal” 

1 Samuel 11:14-15; 12:14-15 

(Preached at Trinity, January 1, 2017) 

 
I’m supplying these notes for the benefit of busy pastors who may be engaged in bi-vocational work, feeling the pressure of preparing to preach  

twice on the Lord’s Day while trying to balance full-time secular work as well as caring for their families. While the notes of another man are no  

substitute for personal study, I pray that these may aid in the process of preparing to preach.  

 

Disclaimer: These are the actual notes I bring with me to the pulpit, which I follow loosely. They are not designed for publication. While I try to  

make every effort to give proper credit to my sources from the pulpit, adequate citations will sometimes be absent from my notes. If anyone feels  

their intellectual material has been used without adequate citation, please contact me and I’ll make immediate correction giving credit. 
 

1. In Chapter 8 Israel came to Samuel insisting on a king. It was surely a sinful and 

faithless act. Instead of trusting in God and having Him as their King they wanted to be 

just like the nations.  

1 Samuel 8:19-20 NAU - "No, but there shall be a king over us, 20 that we also 
may be like all the nations, that our king may judge us and go out before us and 
fight our battles."  

2. So God gave them a king. It was actually an act of God’s condemnation as God gave 

them over to their reprobate minds and gave them what they were asking for. But in the 

midst of judgment God was also showing mercy. 

3. As we came to the close of Chapter 10 Saul has been anointed king of Israel.  

1 Samuel 10:24 NAU - "Samuel said to all the people, "Do you see him whom 
the LORD has chosen? Surely there is no one like him among all the people." So 
all the people shouted and said, "Long live the king!"  

4. But could Saul really be a leader over Israel? What were his qualifications? He was 

nothing more than a farm boy. There were those who had their doubts. 

1 Samuel 10:27 NAU - "But certain worthless men said, "How can this one 
deliver us?" And they despised him and did not bring him any present. But he 
kept silent."  

5. As we entered Chapter 11 the military abilities of their new king was being put to the test. 

Nahash the Ammonite has laid siege to Jabesh-Gilead on the east side of the Jordan. The 

people of Jabesh-Gilead were desperate. They were considering terms of surrender.  

1 Samuel 11:1-2 NAU - "Make a covenant with us and we will serve you."  2 But 
Nahash the Ammonite said to them, "I will make it with you on this condition, that 
I will gouge out the right eye of every one of you, thus I will make it a reproach on 
all Israel."  
A. By offering to enter into covenant with Nahash the people of Jabesh-Gilead were 

in essence declaring a willingness to make Nahash their king. In reality, they were 

committing the same sin as their brethren on the other side of the Jordan. Instead 

of trusting in God and His power to deliver they were willing to submit to an 

earthly king.  

B. But this king was most wicked. By gouging out their right eye Nahash was 

rendering them unfit for military service and reduced them to servitude. Nahash 

also made it clear he was seeking to humiliate them and the rest of Israel.  

C. Upon receiving the impossible demands of Nahash these people were still not 

willing to look to God. Instead they sent messengers throughout the land seeking 

some other deliverer. 

1 Samuel 11:3 NAU - "Let us alone for seven days, that we may send 
messengers throughout the territory of Israel. Then, if there is no one to 
deliver us, we will come out to you."  
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6. It is interesting that they were willing to make Nahash their king when Saul had already 

been declared king. Like others, they apparently had little confidence in Saul’s ability to 

deliver them.  

7. But Saul was able. He formed an army and led them to victory defeating the Ammonites 

with an overwhelming defeat 

1 Samuel 11:11 NAU - "Those who survived were scattered, so that no two of 
them were left together."  

8. As I pointed out before, we must not miss in this passage the source of their salvation. An 

outsider might be tempted to give the credit to Saul. After all, he’s the one who united 

Israel, raised up the army, and led them into battle. There was a great air of confidence in 

Saul and his army. 

1 Samuel 11:9 NAU - "Tomorrow, by the time the sun is hot, you will have 
deliverance."  

9. But Saul wasn’t the source of the victory. Saul spoke well in Verse 13 

1 Samuel 11:13 NAU - "today the LORD has accomplished deliverance in 
Israel."  

10. God was demonstrating that He was still King over Israel. He ruled them and He 

defended them. Now Samuel gathered the people together at Gilgal and said, “Let us 

renew the kingdom.” 

1 Samuel 11:14 NAU - "Come and let us go to Gilgal and renew the kingdom 
there."  

11. The question is what kingdom is Samuel referring to? 

 

I. The one and only Kingdom 

 A. Samuel’s words might be considered ambiguous  

1. Saul’s great defeat of the Ammonites at Jabesh-Gilead established his 

kingdom in Israel.  

a. Saul was anointed king at the beginning of Chapter 10 

1 Samuel 10:1 NAU - "Then Samuel took the flask of oil, 
poured it on his head, kissed him and said, "Has not the 
LORD anointed you a ruler over His inheritance?"  

b. Saul was introduced as their king at the end of Chapter 10 

1 Samuel 10:24 NAU - "Samuel said to all the people, "Do 
you see him whom the LORD has chosen? Surely there is 
no one like him among all the people." So all the people 
shouted and said, "Long live the king!"  

c. Now, after the defeat of the Ammonites Saul arrives at Gilgal and 

is officially declared king of Israel. 

1 Samuel 11:15 NAU - "So all the people went to Gilgal, and 
there they made Saul king before the LORD in Gilgal."  

d. So it would seem obvious that Samuel is referring to a public 

confirmation of Saul as king.  

2. On the other hand, did God ever cease being Israel’s King? And did not all 

of Israel’s kings serve as types of Israel’s ultimate King—the King of 

kings? 
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a. Israel had rejected her true King.  

1 Samuel 8:7 NAU - " for they have not rejected you, but 
they have rejected Me from being king over them."  

b. Was Samuel declaring it was time to renew their loyalty to their 

one true King. 

Verse 14 - "Come and let us go to Gilgal and renew the 
kingdom there."  

3. Which kingdom is Samuel referring to here – Saul’s kingdom or the 

Kingdom of God? One can’t be sure here, but the picture becomes clearer 

in Chapter 12 

 B. Chapter 12 records Samuel’s farewell address  

1. Samuel calls upon Israel to judge his faithfulness. He had been a faithful 

leader. In other words, they had no right to reject his leadership. 

(we’ll look at greater detail as we enter the chapter) 

2. Then he points to God’s faithfulness as He led them and delivered them 

from their enemies—even though they were continually unfaithful. 

1 Samuel 12:7 NAU - "So now, take your stand, that I may plead 
with you before the LORD concerning all the righteous acts of the 
LORD which He did for you and your fathers."  

3. Then when Nahash the Ammonite laid siege upon Jabesh-Gilead they did 

not look to God but to some other deliverer. 

1 Samuel 12:12 NAU - "When you saw that Nahash the king of the 
sons of Ammon came against you, you said to me, 'No, but a king 
shall reign over us,' although the LORD your God was your king."  

4. So God gave them the earthly king they have demanded. He gave them 

Saul. 

5. But Samuel is making it plain and clear to Israel. Saul has been crowned 

your king, but make no mistake, you and your king must bow before God. 

It is God who ultimately reigns over all. 

1 Samuel 12:14 NAU - "If you will fear the LORD and serve Him, 
and listen to His voice and not rebel against the command of the 
LORD, then both you and also the king who reigns over you will 
follow the LORD your God."  

6. If you refuse to bow down before Him and serve Him He will send His 

condemnation upon you. 

1 Samuel 12:15 NAU - "If you will not listen to the voice of the 
LORD, but rebel against the command of the LORD, then the hand 
of the LORD will be against you, as it was against your fathers."  

 C. So which Kingdom is being renewed? 

1 Samuel 12:24-25 NAU - "Only fear the LORD and serve Him in truth 
with all your heart; for consider what great things He has done for you.  25 
"But if you still do wickedly, both you and your king will be swept away."  
1. Samuel is calling upon Israel to renew their covenant commitment with 

God.  

2. It should be noted that Gilgal was where Joshua and Israel encamped after 

crossing the Jordan into Canaan. They had just set up stones in the Jordan 

as memorials to God’s faithfulness 
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Joshua 4:19-24 NAU - "Now the people came up from the Jordan 
on the tenth of the first month and camped at Gilgal on the eastern 
edge of Jericho.  20 Those twelve stones which they had taken from 
the Jordan, Joshua set up at Gilgal.  21 He said to the sons of Israel, 
"When your children ask their fathers in time to come, saying, 'What 
are these stones?'  22 then you shall inform your children, saying, 
'Israel crossed this Jordan on dry ground.'  23 "For the LORD your 
God dried up the waters of the Jordan before you until you had 
crossed, just as the LORD your God had done to the Red Sea, 
which He dried up before us until we had crossed; 24 that all the 
peoples of the earth may know that the hand of the LORD is 
mighty, so that you may fear the LORD your God forever."  

3. This call to a renewal of the Kingdom was nothing less than a call to 

repentance.  

 

II. How does this speak to us? 

 A. Israel had sinned against God in requesting an earthly king 

1. This was treason against God. God gave them their request as judgment 

upon their sin.  

2. Yet, God did not abandon them. God was willing to renew His Kingdom 

with them 

1 Samuel 12:14 NAU - "If you will fear the LORD and serve Him, 
and listen to His voice and not rebel against the command of the 
LORD, then both you and also the king who reigns over you will 
follow the LORD your God."  
1 Samuel 12:20 NAU - "Samuel said to the people, "Do not fear. 
You have committed all this evil, yet do not turn aside from 
following the LORD, but serve the LORD with all your heart."  
1 Samuel 12:22 NAU - "For the LORD will not abandon His people 
on account of His great name, because the LORD has been 
pleased to make you a people for Himself."  

  3. Samuel’s command to Israel was a simple demand for repentance: 

 “fear Him,” “serve Him,” “listen to His voice” “do not rebel against His 

commands,” and “follow the LORD your God.”  

B. There are times we make foolish decisions 

1. We follow the path of practical atheism – on one hand we recognize God’s 

sovereign authority but in practice we live as if He doesn’t really exist.  

2. We scheme and plan but we do not seek the face of God. We do not 

humble ourselves before Him and fail to examine our actions to see if they 

are consistent with the Word of God.  

3. Sometimes we continue to pursue our course of action even after receiving 

counsel that it is a bad idea. This is often a point of grief for pastors. 

1 Samuel 8:19 NAU - "Nevertheless, the people refused to listen to 
the voice of Samuel, and they said, "No, but there shall be a king 
over us,"  
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4. Sometimes we suffer greatly because of our stubborn insistence on 

continuing on our course. God will sometimes give us over to our sinful 

choices to humble us. 

 LBC 5:5 – Of Divine Providence 

 “The most wise, righteous, and gracious God does often times leave for a 

season His own children to manifold temptations and the corruptions of 

their own hearts, to chastise them for their former sins, or to discover unto 

them the hidden strength of corruption and deceitfulness of their hearts, 

that they may be humbled; and to raise them to a more close and constant 

dependence for their support upon Himself; and to make them more 

watchful against all future occasions of sin . . .” 

 C. What do we do in such cases 

  1. Samuel’s solution is the same for us. The solution is always repentance –  

1 Samuel 12:14-15  
2. Samuel is telling them that even though they had sinned greatly in 

departing from God and seeking a king God would be gracious to them if 

they return to Him. Look at his words: 

 We must “fear Him,” “serve Him,” “listen to His voice” “do not rebel 

against His commands,” and “follow the LORD your God.”  

 

Conclusion: 
1. The glorious thing about the Gospel is the richness of God’s grace. God always holds the 

possibility of forgiveness before us. When we find that we have turned from God and 

followed a course of sin and rebellion God is ready to restore us when we repent. 

1 John 1:9 NAU  -  "If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive 
us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness."  

2. Listen again to the words of Samuel: 

We must “fear Him,” “serve Him,” “listen to His voice” “do not rebel against His 

commands,” and “follow the LORD your God.”  

3. What if we’ve made a decision that isn’t easily reversed?  

Because of our stubbornness we find ourselves in a difficult marriage. 

 We’ve taken a job that turns out to be a foolish decision. 

 We’ve moved to another city against all wise counsel. 

 We’re attending a school that was a poor choice. 

4. Sometimes we do the hard thing and reverse our course. Sometimes this isn’t possible as 

in the case of a difficult marriage.  

The solution is to confess our sin and trust God’s gracious hand upon us. When we 

humble ourselves before Him He is able to bless us in spite of our difficult situation.  

His grace is always sufficient. 

2 Corinthians 12:9-10 NAU - "And He has said to me, "My grace is sufficient for 
you, for power is perfected in weakness." Most gladly, therefore, I will rather 
boast about my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may dwell in me.  10 
Therefore I am well content with weaknesses, with insults, with distresses, with 
persecutions, with difficulties, for Christ's sake; for when I am weak, then I am 
strong."  

 


