
Sermon Notes: “Jesus, Christ, the Seed of Abraham” Hebrews 11:8 – 19  
 

1. Last week we considered the first Promise of a Savior given by God after the Fall.  That promise was also 
the initiation of what we know as the “Covenant of Grace.” The covenant God made with Abraham and his 
“Seed” becomes a fuller revelation of the covenant of grace, and the coming Messiah is also denominated 
the “offspring (seed) of Abraham.”  The universe of recorded truth concerning the story of Abraham is so 
vast that it is difficult to choose a text for this morning’s message.  But we will begin with … and then 
proceed to… 

 
2. Consider the manner in which the Savior is introduced in the inspired Word as recorded in the New 

Testament: “Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham” (Mt. 1:1). 
 

3. “So significant are the promises of grace in the Abrahamic covenant, found in Genesis 12:1-3; 13:14-16; 
15:18-21; 17:1-16; 22:16-18, that it is not an overstatement to declare these verses, from the covenantal 
perspective, as the most important verses in the Bible...  In other words, once the covenant of grace 
had come to expression in the salvific promises of the Abrahamic covenant – that God would be the God of 
Abraham and his descendants (17:7), and that in Abraham all the nations of the earth would be blessed 
(12:3; Rom. 4:13) – everything that God has done since to the present moment He has done in order to 
fulfill His covenant to Abraham (and thus His eternal plan of redemption).”  (Robert Reymond)  So we are 
not just celebrating the “Incarnation at Christmas time”.  We should be admiring and glorying 
in the Sovereign Lord’s “covenant-keeping faithfulness (Heb. “hesed”) continually.  This is what 
both Mary and Zechariah declared and celebrated in Luke 1:54, 55, 72, 73. 

 
4. “The promise to Abraham included three things – (1) that the promised seed of the woman should descend 

from him; (2) that all nations should be blessed in that seed; (3) that, as a pledge of all this, he and his 
seed should inherit the land of Canaan.  Canaan, however, was but an emblem of the heavenly country” 
which Abraham would have as an everlasting possession (Heb. 11:9, 13, 16).  (Robert Haldane) 

 
5. Is “seed” meant to be understood as singular or plural?  Is it properly “offspring” or “descendants?”  (Gal. 

3:16, 26, 29) 
 

6. What shall we say about the promise of a “land?”  The promise to Abraham and his offspring was that he 
would be “heir of the world” (“cosmos”).  (Rom. 4:13) Abraham knew there was a “better country, that 
is, a heavenly one.” 

 
Uses: 
 

7. If Abraham is our father, then we must learn to “walk in the footsteps of the faith” (Rom. 4:12) that 
characterized our father’s life. 

 
Walking in those footsteps will mean walking by faith: 
 

• Into unknown places.  It will seem, feel, “risky”.  But it will not be ‘presumptuous’ if God has given His 
promise. 

 
• Through the patient waiting for the naturally impossible.  “No distrust made him waver concerning the 

promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith giving glory to God, fully convinced that God was able to do 
what He had promised.” (Romans 4:20, 21) 

 
• Into the pain of sacrificial obedience that only resurrection can recover. 

 
But remember, this is faith in Christ, not faith in Abraham.  Consider Him (Heb. 12:2, 3).  He is the “Seed of 
Abraham.”  He was also the “Seed of the woman.”  He was human and He walked by faith. 
 
 
 
 

 


