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“1 Moreover, brethren, I do not want you to be unaware that all our fathers 
were under the cloud, all passed through the sea, 2 all were baptized into 
Moses in the cloud and in the sea, 3 all ate the same spiritual food, 4 and 
all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank of that spiritual Rock 
that followed them, and that Rock was Christ. 5 But with most of them 
God was not well pleased, for their bodies were scattered in the 
wilderness. 6 Now these things became our examples, to the intent that we 
should not lust after evil things as they also lusted. 7 And do not become 
idolaters as were some of them. As it is written, 'The people sat down to 
eat and drink, and rose up to play.' 8 Nor let us commit sexual immorality, 
as some of them did, and in one day twenty-three thousand fell; 9 nor let 
us tempt Christ, as some of them also tempted, and were destroyed by 
serpents; 10 nor complain, as some of them also complained, and were 
destroyed by the destroyer. 11 Now all these things happened to them as 
examples, and they were written for our admonition, upon whom the ends 
of the ages have come. 12 Therefore let him who thinks he stands take 
heed lest he fall. 13 No temptation has overtaken you except such as is 
common to man; but God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted 
beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will also make the way 
of escape, that you may be able to bear it.”

Suppose that for family worship as you're studying Genesis one day, all of a sudden, out 
of nowhere with no warning Genesis 38 pops out and is your next text that you are going 
to be studying as a family. As your young children are finding the passage, flipping 
through their Bibles, starting in the wrong place and taking a while to get there, you start 
scanning the chapter and your head starts to spin as you realize what Genesis 38 is. In 
Genesis 38, you have a man named Onan who spills his seed on the ground in the 
somewhat discreet language of the King James Version and then you have one of Jesus' 
most prominent ancestors engage a prostitute who later, we find out, or earlier we find 
out, is his daughter-in-law. What do you do as your children are flipping, trying to find 
Genesis 38? Let me give you some multiple choices: A. You could skip the chapter by 
saying, “Actually, we're on Genesis 39. We'll go to Genesis 39 today.” B. You could 
speed read the chapter, hope there are no questions, shut the book and close in prayer and 
move on to something else. C. You could be preface the chapter by saying that none of 
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this applies anymore because it's Old Testament so let's not worry too much about it. Or, 
D. You could use the chapter to teach moralistic lessons about contraception and chastity. 
Which would you choose? Now, you're all kind of looking at me like, “Please tell me 
there is another option.” Yes, of course, there is another option. Unfortunately, these 
would be some of the things we might be tempted with but we wonder, “Is there another 
option for how we deal with tragic lapses, even some of which are so scandalous that 
we're not even sure how to deal with them or whether we should use them at all.”

Last time we considered the “why” of biblical case studies or character sketches. We 
asked the question, “Is it appropriate to use Old Testament sins as examples for us,” and 
we started out by saying, “Well, there is a danger in doing so.” The study of Scripture 
examples, especially of scandalous Scripture examples can be dangerous because we are 
tempted to read them in a simplistic, individualistic, moralistic, man-centered, Christ-less 
way. We affirmed that to do so would only lead to hopelessness if we were to handle 
them that way. Today, after considering last time that there is biblical precedent for 
studying Old Testament lapses and that there's actually great profit in doing so, great 
advantage to us, today we're going to consider the “how” of character sketches and we're 
going to lay out a method in the sermon to come, Lord willing, which we're not 
necessarily going to follow exactly every single time but we must have a sense of how to 
engage these lapses for our benefit and in a way that honors Scripture. Again, as I said 
last time, hopefully this sermon which is methodological in nature, will help us in our 
own studies as we come to these Genesis 38s or other portions of Scripture. 

We ask, “Okay, I understand that there is biblical precedent for studying this. There are 
pitfalls and I want to avoid them. I want to gain from this. How do I do it?” We're going 
to lay out three ways to actually engage, Lord willing, in character sketches from the Old 
Testament. The first is this: in order to profit from the examples in the Old Testament of 
sinful lapses, we need to connect with the sinner. We need to connect with the sinner and 
this is hard for us. This is hard for us especially in the day in which we live when we 
either are tempted to ignore or even deride history. We don't connect well with ancients 
in our day and age being rather unhistorical, at least in terms of our thinking. 

So, we don't know what to do with their lives. We read these and say, “Well, yeah, that's 
true but I don't know how to connect with that.” One of the reasons we think this way is 
because we struggle with arrogance with regard to history. You've either said this, 
hopefully not, or heard someone say it, “We live in a totally different day today. Totally 
different.” Technology for example, and this is something we'd be more inclined to say in 
the last 10-20 years, “Technology has changed,” what? “Everything. It has changed 
everything. We can't connect with those old people,” to use a rather technological phrase, 
“we can't connect with them.” But, you know, this is what C. S. Lewis called 
“chronological snobbery.” We're chronological snobs. It's arrogant and this approach 
nearly assumes an evolutionary world view as if those people were barely people, 
certainly not people in the same sense that we're people today. We have evolved into a 
different kind of man today is what this kind of thinking nearly assumes. What kinds of 
lessons do you learn from a cave man, after all? I mean, it's hard to connect with that if 
that's the way we think about the ancients.
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But we also struggle not only with arrogance but with superficiality which is partly why 
we're arrogant. We feel so cut off from ancient history because we don't dig deeply 
enough to understand it and so we hear about strange customs like some of which are 
described in Genesis 38 and we say, “Whoa, I don't understand that. I don't know why he 
did that. I can't imagine he would do that,” and we just pass over it. We don't dig deeply 
enough to understand what's actually happening. This is  hard because all history is 
incredibly abbreviated, right? And, of course, the older you get in history, the history gets 
more and more abbreviated and so these abbreviated glimpses into lives of people from 
thousands of years ago and around the globe, they seem so foreign to us because we 
haven't done the work to understand them. 

If this is how we handle Old Testament people, then the examples will never seem to 
apply to us. We need to connect with the sinner. I want to suggest three ways in which we 
connect with the sinners in the Old Testament so that we are not arrogant, we're not 
superficial. Let me remind us and sorry if this insults your intelligence, but every person 
in the Old Testament is human. They are actual humans in the same sense that we're 
human. The Bible says, we read 1 Corinthians 10:13, your temptations are common to 
man. Not to modern man, not to men from your ethnic background, not to men in your 
age group. Your temptations are common to man. There is only one kind of species in 
that category and it's man. So, you struggle just like your neighbor across the street 
struggles. Just like the person on the other side of the world from a different culture 
struggles. He just struggles in a different language, with different kinds of customs. You 
struggle just like a man nearly 4,000 years ago did named Judah. Job's friend said it well, 
“After the fall, man is born to trouble as the sparks fly upward.” So, if you experience 
trouble, then you have a lot in common with every other man and woman and particularly 
those in the Old Testament. So, every person in the Old Testament is human. I know 
that's obvious perhaps at a certain level but we need to understand that they are same 
kinds of humans that we are. We haven't changed essentially from them.

Let's move a little closer to home, though. Secondly, the second way we connect with 
sinners is this: many people in the Old Testament were members of the covenant 
community of Israel which is the ancient visible church and so the people that we're 
going to be studying, we don't get to connect with them because they're human, we 
connect with them because they're church members like us. In fact, Paul begins 1 
Corinthians 10 with heavily covenantal language. That is, the language that he uses 
identifies the ancient Israelites as members of Christ's body. That says that they have a lot 
in common with us. He invokes here the sacramental symbols of the covenant. In other 
words, they are united with us by way of baptism and the Lord's Supper in a manner of 
speaking. Now, there was a different administration of the sacraments in terms of form 
but the apostle here speaks of the baptism, the one baptism into which they were baptized 
into Moses. Moses simply being in this case, the mediator of this covenant community, at 
least as he foreshadows Christ's mediatorial reign. 

So, baptized into Moses through the cloud and they all, it says, ate the same spiritual 
food, the same spiritual drink. You see, he's using covenantal language. These are church 
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members here. They had food and drink just as we have food and drink in the Lord's 
Supper. You know, every believer that participates in the Lord's Supper in Christian 
churches no matter what culture they're from, uses the same spiritual food and drink and, 
frankly, even the same physical food and drink: bread and wine with some slight 
variations here and there. The point is: the language that Paul is using here is reminding 
us that they are members of the church as we are. Don't think that they're so foreign from 
us. 

In fact, Paul begins this chapter by stressing how important it is that we think about the 
ancients covenantally. He uses a word here that we don't like too much, it's not found in 
the New King James Version, it's found in other translations. He uses the word 
“ignorant.” Ours says, “Moreover, brethren, I do not want you to be unaware,” it's a little 
soft. I do not want you to be ignorant. Ignorant of what, Paul? Ignorant of the covenantal 
identity of your spiritual ancestors. To be ignorant of that, to not know that they are 
connected with you by way of church membership, is ignorant, is shameful, is a problem. 
It's interesting that ignorance in Scripture describes a person who lacks vital information. 
You don't want to be an ignorant person, right? If you're ignorant you lack vital 
information which puts you in a terribly disadvantaged position. The ignorant are 
disadvantaged; they are lacking information that's important. Oftentimes in Scripture, the 
word “ignorant” suggests culpability on the part of the ignorant person. What I mean by 
that is this: it's as if the writer would say here, “You ought to know better but you don't. 
You're ignorant and it's your own fault. You should know better.” Paul said, “I don't want 
you to be ignorant of the fact that these folks are connected to you covenantally. You've 
got no excuse. If you've read your Bibles, you ought to know better,” he's saying.

What I’m emphasizing here is that these ancient people that we're going to be studying 
are not the world. They are not reflective of the world so when we study these sins, these 
aren't sins of worldly people. These aren't sins of pagans. These aren't sins of those who 
are outside of the church. We expect things like that to come from outside of the church. 
We need to understand that these are sins of church members. Hebrews 4:2 puts it this 
way, “For indeed the gospel was preached to us as well as to them.” These folks had the 
gospel preached to them. They were within the sphere of the covenant in which God 
ministered through word and sacrament. We need to beware of that lest we become 
ignorant and fail to connect.

Let's move one step closer to home in trying to connect with the ancients. Many people in 
the Old Testament and many whom we're going to study, were not only human, were not 
only within the sphere of the church but they were true believers. The Christ in whom 
they trusted for indeed everyone who is saved is saved because they trust in the Christ, 
the Messiah, the Anointed One, the Mediator of God, there is no other way of salvation, 
the Christ in whom they trusted and indeed had not yet been revealed in as dazzling detail 
as he would later in the pages of the New Testament, but they trusted in Christ. They not 
only heard the gospel of free grace through the Mediator, they actually believed it. It 
wasn't just something that came into their ears, it was something that entered their hearts. 
This is important in connecting with the ancients here.

Page 4 of 11



Let me just give a few examples: Noah who sinned through drunkenness found grace in 
God's eyes, Genesis 6:8. Abraham who engaged in shameful fornication and outright 
lying, Genesis 15:6, believed God and it was credited to him as righteousness; he was a 
justified man. Moses, even while committing a grievous murder, Hebrews 11 tells us, 
was united to the suffering Christ, Hebrews 11:24-26. Jonah blatantly disobeyed God 
even though in his own words, the confession of his own mouth and heart, he feared the 
Lord, the God of heaven. The same thing that you could say, Lord willing, “I fear God. I 
believe in the Lord God of heaven and earth.” Well, so did Jonah.

What we're emphasizing here, friends, is that their struggles are your struggles and let's 
be careful that we don't dismiss them and say, “Oh yeah, well, they did that but that 
doesn't really have much to do with me.” We need to connect with them frankly in our 
minds because we already are connected with them through historical circumstances 
otherwise they wouldn't really be good examples for us as Paul says they are. So, we 
cannot read the Old Testament through the lens of arrogance or through the lens of 
ignorance but through the lens of diligence lest you fall into the same sins as they did 
because you're in the same position.

So, first of all, in profiting from these Old Testament examples, we need to connect with 
the sinner. To fail to do so means we've aborted the mission at the start before it's even 
gotten under way. Secondly, in order to profit from these tragic lapses, we need to 
consider the sin. We need to consider the sin. There are a few ways in which we should 
do this. Let me outline three for you if you're taking notes: first of all, name the sin that is 
described. In other words, in the Old Testament you have a description of a sin, it doesn't 
necessarily name a sin but it describes a sin. Well, name it. This is what Paul does in 1 
Corinthians 10, isn't it? Paul recalls a time when the Israelites complained about their 
manna, one of the many times that the Israelites complained about their manna. He's 
reminding us of an episode and he's describing that. Numbers 11 probably in view here. 
Verse 4 says, “They yielded to intense craving.” Paul translates that for us, he says, 
“They lusted.” He takes this story and he boils it down to a sin in a sense. He names a sin 
and in doing so, he's identifying a commandment that's violated, isn't he? The tenth 
commandment. They violated the tenth commandment, they lusted.

He does the same thing in verse 7. The Golden Calf incident where it says they sat down 
to eat and drink and rose up to play. That's a quotation from the Golden Calf chapter. 
Here, the Israelites may have thought they were just making God more accessible by way 
of the Golden Calf but Paul says they became idolaters. They weren't just making God 
more accessible, they weren't just engaging in some enjoyable fun after coming out of 
Egypt, they were idolaters. The second commandment is violated then. He does the same 
thing in verse 8 with regard to sexual immorality. The seventh commandment is here 
identified. 

You see, Paul is naming the sin and we need to understand why this is so important. 
Please hear this: identifying the sin universalizes the example. It helps move from a 
particular infraction or a particular example to the expression of God's will which was 
violated. In other words, a sin is described which is a particular instance and we might 
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say, “Well, that doesn't really connect with me. I've never done that.” But when you name 
the sin, it universalizes the example. It says there may be different expressions of it but 
the sin is still the sin and you can connect with that. We don't know what it's like to get 
tired of manna for example, I’ve never tasted manna, I don't know what it tastes like. I've 
certainly never tasted something like manna day-in and day-out for weeks, months, years 
on end but I know what it's like to yield to intense desire. I know what it's like to lust. 
You take an example and you identify the sin to universalize the example. We've never 
danced around a golden idol, I don't think, but we have made God into our image. We 
have violated the second commandment. We've, God willing, never engaged in 
prostitution in order to express a false religion as Paul mentions in verse 8, but with other 
believers, we know what it is to sin sexually with our eyes or with our bodies. Identify 
the sin.

Secondly, considering the sin means understanding the path that led to the great fall. If 
you fall off a cliff, there is some kind of path that could be traced backwards before you 
fell over even if you were the first one to make that path. Understand the path. Put a 
warning in front of that particular path because you understand that it leads to the edge of 
a cliff. The reason for this is because sin always wants more. Sin always wants more and 
because sin always wants more, there is a sense of digression usually preceding a great 
fall. Men don't fall just like that. There is usually a digression because sin always wants 
more and so what started out small, what started out as a look, turns into an engagement 
which turns into and it keeps going and going. 

John Owen likened sin to the grave. He said that it's never finished until it clutches the 
dead body. You see, it always wants more. It's not satisfied until it has the dead body. He 
goes on to say, “Every unclean thought or glance would be idolatry if it could. Every 
covetous desire would be oppression if it could.” The point here is saying that sin can't 
always get what it wants all in one jump, all in one grab, and so it grabs slowly. 

So, track that pathway. The point is: you can often see sin growing in a life and actually 
we can see it better in Scripture than we can sometimes see it in our own selves. Maybe 
you guys have in your home as well a board or a doorway or a place in your house where 
you track the growth of your children. You put their names there; you put their dates. 
You see these lines go up and up. If you did that every single day, it would take a lot of 
fun out of it because you wouldn't see any progress, you wouldn't see any growth, the 
whole thing would be one solid line but you take samples over months or years and you 
can see something. That's what Scripture is. It's abbreviated as we said earlier and that 
could cause us to overlook the fact that it connects with us or it could say we've cut out 
some of the time in Scripture so that you can see the gradation of sin. So, what we can't 
see in ourselves so easily we can see in Scripture and benefit from it.

Sin is not like an earthquake that cracks the sidewalk in a second. It's more like a seed 
that drops into the soil next to a sidewalk and is allowed to grow into a sapling and 
sooner or later it's a large maple against the roots of which the sidewalk is no match. If 
you'd have seen that sapling grow, if you had looked at it every single day you would 
have said, “This is not going to cause any harm. It's just growing a little bit,” and then all 
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of a sudden you've got one of those pitched sidewalks that you cannot repair unless you 
tear the whole thing out. When we see the steps of sin in others, we might be able to 
make the connection to ourselves. Understand the sin, consider the sin and note it's 
pathway.

I'll quote Owen one more time. Owen says that “great lapses are often committed by 
hearts that have grown hard to sin's progress.” So he says this, “Take heed. Use all 
means. Consider your temptations. Watch diligently. There is a treachery, a deceit in sin 
that tends to the hardening of your hearts and the fear of God.” The hardening here 
mentioned is to the utmost. Sin tends to it and every lust will make at least some progress 
toward it. So, you watch the pathway of other people's sins, watch the pathway of your 
own heart. Is there a hardening here?

Then I would mention also that we need to understand the pain which the sin produced. 
When we consider the sin, we cannot really understand the sin unless we understand the 
pain that comes with it. This is what sin never wants you to consider. Sin says, “Consider 
the fun of the sin. Don't consider the consequences.” But Scripture is better than that so 
Scripture shows us the consequences of sin and the pain. Just think about David for a 
moment. As you read the account following his sin with Bathsheba and the 
announcement that his son would die and he hears that his son is now ill. Can you hear 
his cries? As he throws himself on the ground for days on end and just cries out to the 
Lord? Can we hear that? We need to be able to hear that otherwise we're just going to be 
thinking, “Ooo, adultery. That sounds kinda fun.” But then you picture David later, 
sprawled out on the floor to the point that his counselors couldn't even approach him lest 
they thought they would be injured by him because of his great sadness and distress. So, 
we need to understand the pain that comes from sin. Listen to those cries. Wrestle with 
the broken hearts of those who didn't watch themselves so that you can feel that cry and 
not have to experience it yourself.

We need to connect with the sinner, we need to consider the sin but most importantly to 
profit from these Old Testament lapses, we need to close with the Savior. We need to 
close with the Savior. In other words, that's where these accounts are leading us to, to 
close with him. Jesus insists, doesn't he, that the entire Bible is about him. Luke 24, for 
example, John 5, “All these Scriptures testify about me.” But the question that we're 
asking here is: how do we get to Christ? How do we close with Christ? Yes, we have to 
connect with a sinner, we have to consider the sin but how do we actually get to Christ 
through human sin? 

I'd like to help us reflect on this answer in two different ways: first of all, we close with 
the Savior by determining why the story is in Scripture. Ask that question: why is this 
story in Scripture? What's it doing here? Dr. David Murray in the book I mentioned 
earlier, “Jesus on Every Page,” is very helpful here. He says this: “The first question the 
Israelites asked when they read the Old Testament was...” Now, don't answer this in a 
Western way, in a modern way, “How can I help my marriage? How can I be more 
faithful at work? How can I get more done? How can I grow healthier, wealthier and 
wiser?” No, the first question the Israelites asked when they came to Scripture is: what is 
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God like? What is God like? We know we can't see him but we do trust that he's real. He 
has worked among us. We want to know what he's like because in him we live and move 
and have our being. We need to know what he's like. Scripture is actually more specific 
than that. More specifically, the Old Testament answers the question not just “what is 
God like” but “what is the coming Savior like?” Because God came at the beginning of 
human history and promised a Redeemer. Promised a Warrior. Promised a Savior. A 
Deliverer who was going to crush the head of the serpent who has made all of life 
miserable. You can believe, then, that people would be asking the question: what is this 
Deliverer like? How will we know when we see him so that we can embrace him? So that 
we can rally to his colors?

You see, the rest of the Bible after Genesis 3:15 helps to answer that question. What is 
the Savior like? And we see that through some of these great lapses. I'll explain how in 
just a moment but those stories of lapses are part of a bigger story that is all about 
answering the question “what is this Savior like?” So, it shouldn't surprise us, then, when 
in the New Testament, we see godly people in John 4:29, for example, asking questions 
like this: could this be the Messiah? They asked of Jesus, could this be the Messiah? Why 
would they say that? How could they even ask that question? Well, because Jesus has the 
traits that they had been learning about in the Old Testament that would indicate that the 
Redeemer is here. Sometimes they got it a little bit wrong, didn't they? Some people 
thought that John the Baptist was the Messiah so John actually has to respond to those 
objections and say, “No, it's not me, although I’m flattered by the fact that you might 
confuse me with him.” Maybe he wasn't flattered. Maybe he was startled by such a 
comparison but he says, “Look, it's not me. I've come to prepare the way.” 

So it's not surprising that people would mistake John for Jesus because John resembled 
Christ as seen through the Old Testament narrative. The personal history of Christian 
sinners, you see, is part of the even greater story of redemptive history. In fact, this is 
what 1 Corinthians 10 helps us to do. Let's just consider a couple of examples from 1 
Corinthians 10 of how redemptive history actually gets us to Jesus. Think about verse 4 
where Paul here at least alludes to the sin of Moses, a sin which actually keeps him 
outside the Promised Land when he strikes the rock and when he was instructed to speak 
to it. Isn't it amazing that water still gushed out of the rock? Moses sinned in striking the 
rock. According to God and this baffles us to a certain extent, he sinned grievously and 
yet water still flows out and water that was life and healing to them. Water that actually 
reflects the spiritual drink of Jesus Christ. Here Paul shows us how to do this, he looks at 
the sin of Moses and says how through the Old Testament lens this gets us to Jesus 
Christ.

Think also of the story of the serpents which is referenced in verse 9, “Nor let us tempte 
Christ as some of them also tempted and were destroyed by serpents.” Paul says that the 
Israelites in grumbling against God's provision actually tempted Christ and so God sends 
fiery serpents to punish their sin and to defend the honor of his Son. So, God says, 
“Moses, I want you to construct a bronze serpent that's going to remind you about the 
serpents that I sent as punishment for you. Moses, I want you to put this bronze serpent 
up on a pole so that anyone who looks at it can be healed and live.” You see, Paul 
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connects this with Christ as Christ did earlier. Paul actually says they tempted Christ. He 
brings Christ, as it were, into the narrative. The story is included in Scripture so that 
thousands of years later when Israelites seeing a good man up on a pole, that they would 
say, “This reminds me of something. This reminds me of our own history when 
something that seemed like sin to us was raised up for our healing.” So, they looked to 
Christ and were healed. Jesus said that the bronze serpent testifies to him so was the Son 
of man lifted up and everyone who believes in him will live. All of this is to say: 
determine why the story is in Scripture, what's it doing there. The answer to that question 
is: it's there to teach us about Jesus Christ because Christ is the focal point of the whole 
story.

Let's get a little more specific secondly and finally, still answering the question: how do 
we close with the Savior? Secondly, we need to demonstrate how Christ shines in this 
particular darkness. So, we said that Christ shines against the darkest back drop. You see 
these sins and we've asked the question: how does Christ shine in this darkness? Here 
again, I am greatly indebted to Dr. David Murray's chapter called “Christ's People” in 
“Jesus in Every Page.” He helps us to understand a number of ways in which Christ 
shines through the darkness and first of all he says this, “That due to the sins of Old 
Testament believers, we can discern Jesus through them by way of contrast.” So, they 
failed, Jesus succeeded. They were defeated by evil, Jesus conquered it. They gave in to 
temptation, Jesus defeated temptation. Moses, for example, going back to the illustration 
we were working with earlier, Moses failed to enter the Promised Land because of his 
sin, Christ succeeded. Even where Joshua is said to have come short, Christ brings his 
people into the Promised Land. So, sometimes by contrast, Christ shines through the Old 
Testament sins.

Secondly, the sinners in Scripture make themselves so pathetic by their sin that it's nearly 
impossible to miss the corresponding compassion and pity that Christ exemplified. 
Sometimes you see Old Testament characters, take Judah for example, here's this 
respected man in his community, a prominent ancestor of Christ and now he's caught 
publicly engaging in what he thought was a prostitute which was his daughter-in-law. 
What a shame. That man needed compassion. You now, sometimes when we've been 
busted in our sin, we just need compassion because we've become now so wracked with 
shame and so open up to the criticism of others and that's the kind of compassion that 
Jesus grants. We see his compassion through the pathetic state in which Old Testament 
and New Testament sinners plunged themselves.

Third, the judgment which God often enforced upon Old Testament sinners reminds us of 
the cross. You take the serpents, for example, this is a judgment. That reminds us of the 
cross where Jesus Christ endured the judgment of God for sinners. Galatians 3:13, of 
course, makes this explicit when it talks about the cross and the curse, Jesus became a 
curse for us to remove the curse from us.

Fourth, in the darkest settings, Old Testament characters sometimes cry for help and we 
see this in the Psalms for example, David cries out. You find that in other narratives as 
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well, crying for help. God only answers through Christ so that cry for help actually 
reveals Christ to us in these Old Testament lapses.

Fifth, sinners in the Old Testament brought sacrifices to the temple or tabernacle to atone 
for their sins. In other words, there were ceremonies and these ceremonies point us to 
Christ. The ceremonies aren't meant to point us to themselves, they're meant to point us to 
Christ. So, the sin leads to the ceremony which points to Christ.

Sixth, sinners are converted to Christ in the Old Testament. Well, that's a testimony to the 
work of the Mediator, Jesus Christ. How does a deceiver become a disciple? How does 
Jacob become a follower of God? Only through the Messiah. 

So, we ask that question: how does Christ shine in this darkness and there are some helps 
for us. Let me ask one final question as we conclude. We need to learn to ask this 
question as we read Old Testament narratives, especially Old Testament lapses. The 
question is this: how does Christ take center stage over me. How does Christ take center 
stage over me because it's possible, you see, to so connect with the sinners in the Old 
Testament and say, “Yeah, that is me. I am a great sinner. I've done almost that same 
thing. I could be indicted by that same sin.” Of course, it's possible to so understand the 
sin and conceive the sin that we could say, “Yeah, I know the sin and it is my sin.” It is so 
possible that, in fact, we could take center stage as we look at these sins. Friends, that's 
death. If we find ourselves in the narrative and don't get to Christ, then we are not 
believing the gospel, we're not embracing Jesus Christ. 

We need to ask the question: how does Christ take center stage over me. In other words, 
we need to avoid deadly introspection. Yes, we're to consider these Old Testament 
examples lest we fall as they did but if we put ourselves in center stage, we're examining 
ourselves. “Have I repented sufficiently? Have I believed enough? Have I shown enough 
positive behavior to show that I’m really a Christian?” All this is looking to ourselves. 
We need to look away to Jesus far more than looking within for evidence of grace. One 
of the Puritans said, “Take one look to yourself and ten looks to Christ.” Yes, we need to 
understand ourselves as sinners, we do that through the help of the Old Testament but 
then take ten looks to Christ. 

Don't take center stage in the Scripture narrative of sin. Don't fall into the trap of thinking 
that Scripture is about how you need to do better. Don't fall into that trap, it's a deadly 
trap. It's not what Scripture was ever intended to be. Scripture is about broadcasting, 
magnifying, highlighting the Lord Jesus Christ as the only and perfect cure for every 
single one of our lapses, every single one of our problems. It's all about Christ and that's 
what we trust and hope that the Old Testament would do for us, that it will show us 
Christ. We'll take a look at ourselves, a good hard look at ourselves and then we'll take 
ten looks to Christ and we will receive the comfort of the gospel thereby. Amen.

Gracious God, we thank you for your help and we anticipate your further help as we 
wrestle with these things in Scripture. We pray that you would keep us faithful in the 
word. We pray that you would keep us from saying anything or affirming anything that is  
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untrue with regard to Scripture. We pray that you would keep us from falling, keep us 
fixed on Christ, help us to consider Jesus, to look to him who endured such hostility by 
sinners for us. We thank you for Christ in whose name we pray. Amen.
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