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One of my favorite lines: may we never lose the wonder, the wonder of his mercy. Will 
you join me this morning as we pray that as our prayer,

Lord, today, as we prepare to be challenged by your word, as we have been prepared to 
do so by worshiping together, Lord, may we not lose the wonder, the wonder of your 
birth, the wonder of your life, the wonder of your death and the wonder of the 
resurrection where your mercy was poured out on us. Lord, as we go forward today, may
it be that wonder that captivates us. It is in the name of Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.

In just a moment, we're going to address a subject matter entitled "The More Things 
Change, The More They Stay The Same." Before we get into the biblical text, though, we
want to offer somewhat of a public service announcement in regards to this issue on our 
church campus in the weeks ahead because we're going to see that things are going to 
stay the same but they're going to change just a little bit. Now, we searched high and 
wide for the absolute most perfect spokesman for this public service announcement and 
I'm sorry to say that you're stuck with this guy, so please pay attention to the screens.

First Baptist family, I want you to mark your calendars for January 22. On 
Sunday, January 22, it's going to be an exciting day in the life of our 
church family. On that day, our scheduled services are going to change 
just somewhat. Our first service will begin at 8 o'clock. It will continue to 
be our traditional blended service. Our second service will be at 9:30, it 
will be our contemporary service. At 11 o'clock, we'll now offer an option,
we'll continue to have the traditional blended service in the main worship 
center but we'll also have a contemporary option in the Well. 

Now, that is the what is happening as far as the schedule, the time and the 
services. My main reason for having this video is I want to share with you 
the why. Why are we making these changes? The first reason is we want 
to enhance our worship services. We want to have the ability to add 
personal testimonials, videos or whatever may encourage or enhance our 
worship experience. Also, we want to allow for the invitation to go 
somewhat longer if necessary. We also want to encourage our small group
ministry. At this current time as far as Sunday school is concerned, there is
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a very limited time where people are able to transition from Bible study to 
the worship service, particularly those who have small children. And 
finally, we want to increase our outreach to visitors. Currently all we have 
as far as information is them filling out a card. We want to have the ability
to have a guest reception to meet them personally and to encourage them 
to return to the First Baptist family.

So January 22, an exciting day in the life of our church, a little bit of a 
schedule change but more importantly, the ability to facilitate worship, 
Sunday school and to reach more visitors.

If you ask me, he's a fine spokesman.

With that being said, I want to encourage you to open your Bibles to the Gospel of Luke 
2. Luke 2. We find ourselves in one of two of what we know as the Christmas narratives 
or the Christmas stories found in Scripture. And as you're turning to Luke 2, I think 
everybody here regardless of age or experience in life, would agree that the way in which
you will celebrate Christmas this year may be a little bit different than in years past. 

I know growing up as a young child, Christmas in our family meant crossing state lines, 
going from Texas into Oklahoma, seeing something there that we rarely had in Texas 
called snow. We would go to my great grandmother's house. She had a little electric 
organ that sat in the corner and we as a family would gather together and we would sing 
Christmas carols together. Decades later, most of the individuals are no longer living. The
house is no longer a part of the family. People have changed, places have changed, things
have changed and in our lives oftentimes that change isn't over the period of decades, 
sometimes it's even from year to year. But irrespectively of how Christmas may have 
changed as far as your family celebrates it this year versus years past, I think every one of
us will recognize today that no matter how you celebrate Christmas, it will look 
dramatically different than the way Christmas was first celebrated 2,000 years ago. The 
personnel is dramatically different. The geography is different. The decorations, 
everything is different. That being said, as we're going to see today, that though things 
may look different, they're really very similar. We're going to see in Luke 2 that the more 
that things change, actually the more they stay the same, and we're going to see that the 
world in which Jesus first entered physically is eerily similar to the world we live in 
today.

Luke 2, beginning in verse 1, what we know as the Christmas story.

1 And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from 
Caesar Augustus, that all the world should be taxed. 2 (And this taxing 
was first made when Cyrenius was governor of Syria.) 3 And all went to 
be taxed, every one into his own city. 4 And Joseph also went up from 
Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the city of David, 
which is called Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and lineage of 
David:) 5 To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with 
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child. 6 And so it was, that, while they were there, the days were 
accomplished that she should be delivered. 7 And she brought forth her 
firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a 
manger; because there was no room for them in the inn. 8 And there were 
in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over 
their flock by night. 9 And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and 
the glory of the Lord shone round about them: and they were sore afraid. 
10 And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good 
tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. 11 For unto you is born 
this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. 12 And 
this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling 
clothes, lying in a manger. 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a 
multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying, 14 Glory to God 
in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men. 15 And it came 
to pass, as the angels were gone away from them into heaven, the 
shepherds said one to another, Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, and 
see this thing which is come to pass, which the Lord hath made known 
unto us. 16 And they came with haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, and 
the babe lying in a manger. 17 And when they had seen it, they made 
known abroad the saying which was told them concerning this child. 18 
And all they that heard it wondered at those things which were told them 
by the shepherds. 19 But Mary kept all these things, and pondered them in 
her heart. 20 And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for 
all the things that they had heard and seen, as it was told unto them. 

As we read this famous what we know as Christmas story, we discover today that though 
things may have changed, they have really stayed the same. And this Christmas story can 
be divided into two sections: what I call the secular and the sacred. The first half of the 
story is describing the secular environment or the world in which Jesus physically first 
came, and the second half of the story is how God infused into that world and 
dramatically changed the world that Christmas night.

So let's begin with the secular or what I might call today the secularization of the world, 
and we're going to see that though things have changed, they are really still the same. I 
want you to notice the manner of society, the way in which the world was governed and 
structured in those days. Notice verse 1, "it came to pass in those days, that there went 
out a decree from Caesar Augustus, that all the world should be taxed." 2,000 years ago, 
a word that has gained traction in the 21st century could have been utilized greatly, the 
word is called "globalization," this idea that let's take everybody and place them under 
one governing entity, under one individual and one power structure. We know it as the 
Roman empire and yet even though the Roman form of government had different means 
of checks and balances, you notice here in verse 1 there was no consultation with the 
Senate, there was no dialogue with the people, in fact, verse 1 of Luke 2 is a 21st-century 
version of a Roman Executive Order, "I just declare it and it shall be." Interesting, the 
more things change, the more they stay the same. 
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And he declared that all the world has to travel to their birthplace to be taxed. Now, I 
wasn't there 2,000 years ago but I can only imagine the despair that would have been 
among the culture and the citizens: the travel, the expense, the taxation. In fact, in today's 
language, it might be an attitude of dystopia. We all understand the word "utopia or 
utopian culture" is one that everyone wants to be a part of, the one that everybody desires
to be involved in, but in the last hundred years, there has been a realm of literature that 
has been exposed to our culture known as dystopian literature, this fear that the world is 
going to crumble in on ourselves, this fear that interesting, the world of today will eerily 
appear like the world of yesterday, much like verse 1 of Luke 2.

Allow me to share with you some of the most famous literary titles in this genre. 
Probably the most famous is George Orwell's "1984," this idea that those that are in 
charge and those that are in power will begin to invoke thought police, not just telling us 
where we can go or where we can't go, but telling us what we can think and what we can 
process. The concept of Big Brother, that everywhere you go somebody is watching you. 
Interesting, the same thing was happening 2,000 years ago. Wherever they went, they felt
as if there was someone controlling them, dictating to them, and watching every one of 
their moves.

Aldous Huxley's, "Brave New World," a story that shares that human conception and 
procreation was merely relegated to a test tube and that society, so that it could be 
controlled, was relegated to a drunken, drugged, sluggish experience. Interesting, the 
more things change, the more they stay the same.

Ray Bradbury's, "Fahrenheit 451," the story where firemen don't save lives and help 
people but they actually eradicate and they burn literature and knowledge so that those 
that are in power can have total control, not just over actions but over thought.

Even in recent days, there has been a piece that many have classified as this dystopian 
literature known as "The Hunger Games," very similar to a piece earlier in "Running 
Man," where the killing of other individuals is not just a sport but placed on television so 
that everybody can cheer and celebrate, eerily like the gladiator games of 2,000 years 
ago.

So as we describe the Christmas season today, the more things have changed, isn't it 
interesting the more they have stayed the same. The world in which Jesus first came 
physically is very similar in manner to the world that you and I live today. 

But then there is the means. Notice what he's going to implement to get everybody's 
attention. Four times in seven verses he says, "you will be taxed." Now, there is the old 
adage: there are only two things that are certain in life, that is death and taxes. Some of 
you may have heard of or studied one of the most well-known of, I hate to use the phrase,
American gangsters of days gone by, a man by the name of Al Capone. Al Capone in the 
Chicago area was a mobster. He was a murderer. He was an extortioner. He was a 
racketeer. He was guilty of so many things but what did he go to jail for? Tax evasion. 
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Interesting that the means by which that controlled, the means by which of putting in 
certain places has always been through taxation.

You know, a book was written many years ago called "The Rise and the Fall of the 
Roman Empire." Why is that significant to our world today? Because Luke 2 takes place  
in the heart of the Roman Empire and our world today is not much different than their 
world. It begins to describe how did the most powerful entity 2,000 years ago, how did it 
fall literally into pieces. Several reasons were given and they are very similar to today's 
world. One was an inward moral crisis, though outwardly looking pristine. The more 
things change, the more they stay the same.

One was a craze for pleasure and fun where they would go days and weeks celebrating 
the games of the day. Today, people will move heaven and earth and pay ungodly 
amounts of money to attend or watch sporting events. The more things change, the more 
they stay the same.

And also an incredible increase in taxes just like today. The more things change, the more
they stay the same.

So when you look at the world in which Jesus physically entered, this manner of 
globalization and thought police and Big Brother and the rising of taxes and 
secularization, we discover that things haven't changed a whole lot in 2,000 years. But 
there is one other area that is so significant to the story of Jesus and that's what I call the 
marginalization. When you get to the end of this first half in verse 7, it says, "And she." 
Mary, "brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid 
him in a manger; because there was no room for them in the inn." Now, when we speak 
about this famous inn experience that Mary and Joseph found themselves in, there are 
really two main lines of thought. Thought number one is that because Bethlehem was the 
city of David and Bethlehem would have been so busy and so hustling and so bustling, 
that simply put there just were no vacancies. There was no place for them to stay so 
therefore they were ousted from and said, "I'm sorry, you're going to have to go 
somewhere else." There is another line of thinking that says because they were of the 
house of David, that this was the family homestead, this was the place where all the 
family gathered together and yet there was still found no place for them. 

It doesn't matter which one of those that you side with because the purpose of the story is 
the fact that here is a woman that is nine months pregnant that nobody could find a space 
for. I want you to think about that for just a moment. Let's just imagine today that 
wherever you reside, that you get a knock on the door and there standing before you is a 
young couple, one of which, the young lady, is about nine months pregnant. They are not 
panhandling. They are not begging. They don't look despondent. In fact, they've got an 
incredible countenance about them and there is a certain glow; there is something unique 
and special about them. They share with you that they are new to town and they just need
to find a place to stay for the night. I think many of you would have a difficult time 
turning away a nine month pregnant woman from your house saying, "I'm sorry. Hit the 
road. I'm not going to help you." You may not house them in your home, you may know 
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somebody who has a place. I would say at the least you would at least call a hotel or 
somewhere to find for them to go. You see, the idea that there was no room, you're telling
me there wasn't a hallway? There wasn't a closet? There was nothing available? 

You see, when we read this story from the secular perspective, what we see is that Mary 
and Joseph held a unique position compared to everybody else in the Christmas story – 
hear me clearly – they were the only ones up to this point who had heard directly from 
God. They were the only ones who had a relationship with God. And we discover today 
that in our culture and in our world, the only ones who are marginalized, the only ones 
who are told there is no room in the inn, the only ones that are told there is no seat at the 
table are Bible believing Christians. Everybody else is welcome but not you guys. You're 
too controversial. You're too radical. Your message is too narrow. Interesting, the more 
things change, the more they stay the same.

In fact, just this week, we saw a perfect example of this since a judge has interfered and 
tried to reverse some things but there is a public school teacher who was asked to 
decorate her door for the Christmas season and did so by that classic literary work known
as Charlie Brown Christmas. We all know it. We've read the book. We've seen the movie.
It is an American classic. However, Charles Schultz's story of a Charlie Brown 
Christmas, God forbid, includes a reading from what we read today. This teacher put up 
the caricatures of Charlie Brown Christmas on her door with the reciting of the passage 
from Luke 2. Yes, it's the biblical account but let me remind you it has been published for
decades in a secular literary work. She was told to remove it because it was insensitive to 
other beliefs. There is no room on the door. There is no room in the inn. Isn't it interesting
that in a secularized Roman culture those who had heard from God were marginalized 
and in our secularized world, those who are Bible believers are being marginalized. The 
more things change, the more they stay the same.

But then there is this spin that takes place beginning between verse 7 and 8. We go from 
no room at the inn to all of a sudden this angelic host that is going to praise the Lord and 
come to these individuals known as the shepherds. And when I say there is a spin, we go 
from the secular to the sacred. It's very reminiscent to me of Genesis 50. Just to remind 
you, we come to the end of the life of one by the name of Joseph, hopefully you've heard 
of him throughout the book of Genesis. He was the one, one of the youngest of his 
family. He was the one that had the coat of many colors. His brothers despised him 
because his dad loved him and favored him. Remember the story, they sold him into 
slavery. They made it appear as if he was dead yet over time God's favor was upon him. 
He rose to basically being number two in command for all of Egypt. A horrible drought 
and famine came across the land. His family, his own brothers who sold him into slavery,
had to come into Egypt to beg for food. They did not know that the man standing before 
them was the brother that they had sold out. They did not know this was the one they 
tried to abandon and left for dead. Fast-forward to chapter 50, they are provided for, they 
are taken care of, and Joseph makes this statement, "What you meant for evil, God meant 
for good."
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Let me take a step back there into Luke 2 and share with you what I mean. When you 
read what we've read and you say, "Oh my, there is this man by the name of Caesar, he 
has seized power, he has made a decree that everybody should be taxed. What are we 
going to do?" Don't be mistaken, God knew it was happening. Don't make the mistake of 
going, "God is looking the other way. Oh my, Caesar is in power, this is bad!" Or don't 
think, "Oh, there is no room at the inn. What are we going to do?" God on his throne is 
saying, "I've got this. Caesar, Rome, the whole entire world, what you meant for evil, I 
meant for good." And in light of no room at the inn, all of a sudden there is this change, 
there is a manger scene, there are angels that show up and there are these shepherds that 
hear the message and what we see is the infusion of the sacred in the midst of the secular.

Now, the manner of the sacred to me is fascinating. Have you ever thought about why did
the Lord come to a bunch of shepherds? I mean, have you ever thought of that? I mean, 
you think about this group of individuals, they are on the outskirts of society, most likely 
very uneducated, most likely when it comes to socioeconomic strata, near or at the 
bottom of the ladder. I know there are many people that through the years have taught, 
"Well, this is just evidence that the Lord comes to the lowest. That if the Lord goes to the 
lowest, then he can go to the highest." And I'm not disputing that but I struggle with it 
because Abraham was wealthy, David was powerful, Paul was educated. There is a long 
biblical record that God addresses anybody and everybody. What I believe is so 
distinctive about the shepherds is it possible, could it be, that in a town and an area 
known as Bethlehem where everybody was upset about what Caesar was doing, where 
everybody was bothered about the taxes, where everybody was trying to jockey for space 
in the inn, could it be they are the only ones who were in a position to listen? Could it be 
they were the only ones that weren't so distracted with what was happening around them 
they actually could hear the Lord communicate?

This happens in my life at this time of year quite regularly and some of you are going to 
think I'm a little bit strange when I share this story but those of you that have gotten to 
know me, I am strange, it's just part of it. Can I share with you where the Lord speaks to 
me almost the most clearly in life? Y'all ready? Walmart. You say, "What? God talks to 
you at Walmart?" Yes. You see, I don't know what it is about my personality but the 
larger the environment, the more people that are around me, actually the more introverted
that I get. Large stadiums for football games or concerts or large stores such as that place,
all of a sudden with all the crowds and the chaos, I just kind of become a little bit 
reclusive and I'm watching everything that goes on around me and in the midst of that 
chaos, the Lord and I have some great moments. In fact, often I'm sent to the store for a 
five-minute errand and I come back an hour later because the Lord and I have just had a 
wonderful time in the midst of the chaos because in the midst of everybody going to and  
fro, these may have been the only guys that actually found themselves in a position to 
hear.

So that's the manner but what is the means? Interesting that when these angels show up in
verse 12, they say, "And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in 
swaddling clothes, lying in a manger." The Bible calls this a sign. Swaddling clothes a 
sign? Now, let me just share with you there is that one aspect, as my boys were growing 

Page 7 of 10



up in the infant stage, there is one aspect of their infancy that I just adored and I loved 
and I'll be honest with you, I miss it. I miss swaddling them. You say, "Seriously?" I don't
know what it was about swaddling them but there was something, to me it was a 
challenge. Can I get it so tight that they can't get out of it? Can I get it so tight that they'll 
just quit and go to sleep? So to me it was like a personal challenge but here it says, "You 
will find him in swaddling clothes." How is a blanket a sign? I mean, after all, as you go 
throughout the Bible and you discover God using signs, when Noah comes off the boat 
and there is a rainbow in the sky, that's called a sign; when Gideon's fleece is dry and the 
ground is wet, that is a sign; in Isaiah when it says a virgin will give birth, that is called a 
sign. How is a blanket a sign? What you and I know as swaddling today, it's not the 
clothes that make it the swaddle, it's the process. Swaddling clothes 2,000 years ago were
burial outfits. Can you imagine and I've been there three times in my life, can you 
imagine taking your newborn child, getting them all dressed up and taking them home for
the first time in a coffin? That's the picture we get. Or pulling up to the hospital in a 
hearse? You say, "Well, that is so dramatic." That's what God was saying to them, that 
when you find this babe, he's going to be dressed like he's going to a funeral. He's going 
to be in a mode of burial.

You know, in Jesus' 3 1/2 year ministry in the Gospels, there is only one time he 
mentions this word "sign." There is a group of people who comes to him in Matthew 12 
and he has walked on water, he has healed the sick, he has even taken a boy's sack lunch 
and multiplied it to feed an entire city and they said, "That's not enough, Jesus, we want a
sign." He says, "I'll give you a sign, as Jonah was in the belly of the whale, I will be in 
the heart of the earth for three days and three nights." Do you know the only sign Jesus 
gave was his death and resurrection, that was it? So when God comes and says, "You will
find a sign, swaddling clothes," what we discover is what you'll hear from me thousands 
of times in years going forward, that if it weren't for an empty tomb, we wouldn't even 
celebrate what we know as Christmas.

So we have the manner of those that were in a position to hear, we have the means of 
seeing his death and his resurrection in light of his birth but, yes, even in the sacred, there
is the marginalized. You notice as the story progresses that in verse 16 it says they came 
with haste. They saw Mary and Joseph and the babe lying in a manger. When they had 
seen it, they made known the saying. Who are the marginalized when it comes to the 
sacred? Many of you will celebrate this Christmas season much like our family will, 
you'll gather with friends, you'll gather with family, and I know there are cases that are 
not this but for many of us, in fact, maybe the majority of us, when we gather, the 
majority of those individuals that we gather with, they'll be believers in Jesus Christ. 
They'll be Christians. They have heard the story. They believe the story. They have 
confessed Jesus. They are forgiven. They are heaven bound. But do you know that 
statistically more people that first Christmas night had not heard of Jesus than had heard. 
That night when the angels came, when the shepherds went, more people knew nothing 
of Jesus than knew the story. 

Interesting, the more things change, the more they stay the same because in our world 
today, there are more people who don't know about Jesus than do. You and I are spoiled 
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spiritually. We live geographically, we live culturally in a place where a good portion of 
people have heard the name of Jesus and have believed on the name of Jesus but when 
you begin to get out into the county and out into the state into our country, our continent, 
and to the whole world, you're going to realize that of the 7+ billion people in this world, 
there are less people who know Jesus than do not know him. You see, the marginalized 
today are also those who don't know who Jesus is, who have never heard and need the 
shepherds who have heard to go share the story.

Now, I know some of you are thinking, "Well, I can't get to all 7 billion people. How do I
get there? I've got obligations and family." I understand that but as you walk around our 
campus this season, you'll see posters and placards and notecards that talk about the fact 
of what we hear called the Lottie Moon Christmas offering. This is the way in which we 
gather together, we go above and beyond our normal giving to give directly to those 
thousands of people who the Lord has called to go across the county, to go across the 
state, and, yes, even go across the ocean. You know, many of those individuals who the 
Lord has called will gather on Christmas morning and there won't be another believer 
outside of their immediate family. They will gather on that day and many of them will 
serve in such a place where 99+% of the community has either not heard or believed the 
name of Jesus. What did these shepherds do, those who had heard the voice of God, those
who understood about the death and the resurrection? They make sure that those who had
not heard heard the message. We as believers need to make sure this Christmas season 
that those who are currently marginalized having not heard, have the resources and the 
means to hear the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

"I believe he went to the cross on my behalf and I believe he rose from the dead. God, 
having believed that today, I want you to know that I know the only way for my sin 
problem to be taken care of is through the person, the life, the death and the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ. God, this time of year, this season, this day, I don't know all the answers 
to life's problems but I do know that Jesus is the answer to my sin problem so I'm asking 
you to forgive me. I'm asking you to save me. In the best way I know how, I want to turn 
my life over to you."

With our heads still bowed, our eyes still closed, maybe you are that person this morning,
maybe you are that individual who for the first time had that conversation with God, we 
want to encourage you just to step out and step forward in just a moment. We want to 
celebrate with you. Or maybe you're that person who made that decision maybe even 
years ago but has never followed in believers' baptism whether it be on a regular Sunday 
morning or part of our Christmas Eve service, we want to encourage you to step out and 
step forward. Or maybe you're that person, that couple, that family, who has decided this 
is where you want to plant your spiritual roots. Let us encourage you today during our 
invitation to allow us to celebrate with you as you come forward.

Lord, as we come to this invitation time, how good it is to know that no matter where 
we've been, what we've done, that you desire more than anything for us to be exactly 
where you desire us to be. So Lord, whatever that decision is, whatever needs to be made
public, God, we pray that if you have sown something in our heart that needs to be 
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displayed in our feet, that that would take place this morning. It is in the name of Jesus 
Christ we pray. Amen.

I'm going to ask you to stand with me as our team leads us. Whatever decision, we'll be 
here at the front.
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