
Responding to Legalism
7:53 And every man went unto his own house. 

8:1 Jesus went unto the mount of Olives. 2 And early in the 

morning he came again into the temple, and all the people 

came unto him; and he sat down, and taught them. 3 And 

the scribes and Pharisees brought unto him a woman taken 

in adultery; and when they had set her in the midst, 4 They 

say unto him, Master, this woman was taken in adultery, in the 

very act. 5 Now Moses in the law commanded us, that such 

should be stoned: but what sayest thou? 6 This they said, 

tempting him, that they might have to accuse him. But 

Jesus stooped down, and with his finger wrote on the ground, 

as though he heard them not. 7 So when they continued 

asking him, he lifted up himself, and said unto them, He that 

is without sin among you, let him first cast a stone at 

her. 8 And again he stooped down, and wrote on the ground. 

9 And they which heard it, being convicted by their own 

conscience, went out one by one, beginning at the eldest, 

even unto the last: and Jesus was left alone, and the woman 

standing in the midst. 10 When Jesus had lifted up himself, 

and saw none but the woman, he said unto her, Woman, where 
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are those thine accusers? hath no man condemned thee? 11 

She said, No man, Lord. And Jesus said unto her, Neither do I 

condemn thee: go, and sin no more. 

• Jesus went to the temple simply to teach, no fanfare, no 

calling attention to Himself

• He sat down and began to teach

• He was busy teaching the truth not looking for a fight or 

fame

1. Using religion to hurt people 3 And the scribes and 

Pharisees brought unto him a woman taken in adultery; 

and when they had set her in the midst, 4 They say unto 

him, Master, this woman was taken in adultery, in the very 

act. 5 Now Moses in the law commanded us, that such 

should be stoned: but what sayest thou?

a. The woman was simply a tool in the hands of the religious 

leaders

i. There were two but they brought one

ii. In Jewish law and the Old Testament they had to have 

at least 2 eye witnesses and irrefutable proof
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iii. If she was caught in the act where is the man that was 

with her

iv. They were willing to humiliate her in front of the crowd 

even without the man or proof

b. They wanted to trap Jesus 6 This they said, tempting 

him, that they might have to accuse him. But Jesus 

stooped down, and with his finger wrote on the ground, 

as though he heard them not.

i. If Jesus goes against the Scriptures then He can't be 

right and they will have the proof

ii. If Jesus agrees that she should die He will no longer be 

compassionate as He has tried to show Himself

iii. If He forgives her immediately under these 

circumstances they will have plenty of witnesses of His 

disrespect for the Word of God

c. They use guilt and manipulation

i. They want to guilt the woman in front of everyone

ii. They want to manipulate Jesus 

iii. Law will always find us guilty

iv. Instead of focusing on our failure the Lord Jesus will 

focus on His grace and mercy
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d. Religion often doesn’t care who gets hurt as long as the 

letter of the law is obeyed

2. Responding correctly to religion

a. Jesus did not attack them 6 This they said, tempting 

him, that they might have to accuse him. But Jesus 

stooped down, and with his finger wrote on the ground, 

as though he heard them not. 7 So when they continued 

asking him, he lifted up himself, and said unto them, He 

that is without sin among you, let him first cast a 

stone at her.

i. Their methods gave Jesus ample opportunity to attack 

them in front of everyone

ii. Some seem to be so worried that we treat the 

unchurched and those bitter against God better so they 

attack godly living, the Bible, church 

iii. The church, we, have been harsh and judgmental but if 

you follow Jesus example you will not attack the church 

or believers

iv. You do right and be kind to both sides

b. He did not argue

i. Jesus had come to teach
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ii. They simply wanted to find a way to accuse Him

iii. He didn't get into an argument, where no one can win 

but only offend

iv. He just does the right thing

v. Quit arguing with either side. Live out your faith and 

quit causing trouble

c. He did not act as though the sin were not important 10 

When Jesus had lifted up himself, and saw none but the 

woman, he said unto her, Woman, where are those thine 

accusers? hath no man condemned thee? 11 She said, 

No man, Lord. And Jesus said unto her, Neither do I 

condemn thee: go, and sin no more.

i. Jesus does not excuse the lady taken in adultery, He 

does not explain it away 

ii. He also shows the sinfulness of hypocrisy without 

ranking sins like they wanted

iii. Sin had destroyed this woman and was also destroying 

all the rest of them

d. He did not accuse any of them 7 So when they continued 

asking him, he lifted up himself, and said unto them, He 

that is without sin among you, let him first cast a 

stone at her.
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i. Jesus did not point out their sins

ii. He did not get angry or lose control

iii. He simply told them to cast the first stone

3. Responding correctly to grace and mercy

a. The woman was told to go and sin no more 10 When 

Jesus had lifted up himself, and saw none but the woman, 

he said unto her, Woman, where are those thine 

accusers? hath no man condemned thee? 11 She said, 

No man, Lord. And Jesus said unto her, Neither do I 

condemn thee: go, and sin no more.

i. We have a new nature and do not want to live like we 

did before

ii. We realize how bad sin hurt us and hurts those we love 

and so consider it our enemy

iii. We have a new life hidden with Christ in God and so 

focus on that Colossians 3:1-4 If ye then be risen with 

Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ 

sitteth on the right hand of God. 2 Set your affection on 

things above, not on things on the earth. 3 For ye are 

dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God. 4 When 
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Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also 

appear with him in glory. 

b. Grace is never an excuse to do wrong or live an unholy 

life

i. The grace that freed me from sin gave me a new life 

II Corinthians 5:17 Therefore if any man be in Christ, 

he is a new creature: old things are passed away; 

behold, all things are become new. 

ii. The grace that freed me from sin, made me a new 

creature has given me new desires

iii. Once you have tasted of His goodness how could you 

want to go back to the pig pen II Peter 2:22 But it is 

happened unto them according to the true proverb, The 

dog is turned to his own vomit again; and the sow that 

was washed to her wallowing in the mire. 

c. Grace much more abounds where sin abounds 

Romans 5:20 Moreover the law entered, that the offence 

might abound. But where sin abounded, grace did much 

more abound:

i. We live grateful lives because of His great love

ii. His love for us causes us to want to serve Him
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d. We are not under condemnation but we would never want 

to take advantage of that grace Romans 8:1 There is 

therefore now no condemnation to them which are in 

Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the 

Spirit. 

i. We are dead to sin and have no desire to stay there

ii. The more you have been forgiven of the more you love 

II Corinthians 5:14 For the love of Christ constraineth 

us; because we thus judge, that if one died for all, then 

were all dead:

4. What to do if you have been taken in the act

a. If sin has grabbed you and destroyed your life you can 

come to Jesus

b. Religion might have condemned you but Jesus stands 

ready to forgive you and transform you

c. Know that coming to Him means wanting to be rescued 

from where you are

d. Come to go and live a totally new life
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