
12-14-2014

Message:  Good News of Great Joy for All the People of God
Text:         1 Peter 1:1-9

Introduction 

  A.  It should be clear to us that we Christians are going to suffer in this life, because (1) we are
mortal and the     world is under sin’s curse, and (2) because we are followers of Jesus, and
the whole world lies in the    power of the evil one.

Genesis 3:17  Then to Adam He said, "... Cursed is the ground because of you; ...  By the sweat19

of your face You will eat bread, till you return to the ground ... for you are dust, and to dust you

shall return." 

1 John 5:19  W e know that we are of God, and that the whole world lies in the power of the evil

one. 

  B.  Suffering tends to sap our joy for living and strength for enduring, for persevering in
faithfulness to Christ.  

  C.  And so Peter, inspired by the risen Lord, writes to encourage us with a knowledge
of all of God's grace to    us in Christ, and to exhort us to stand firm in that grace,
especially in difficult circumstances.

  D.  One of the graces listed in 1:6-9 that God gives His people in the midst of suffering
is rather surprising -    this particular grace is joy.  Joy in the midst of suffering.

      1.  The shepherds of Bethlehem had a hard life.  Jacob describes what it was like to
live with flocks in the     open country.  (Photo of Bethlehem hills)

Genesis 31:40  "Thus I was: by day the heat consumed me and the frost by night, and my sleep

fled from my eyes. 

      2.  And yet the good news, the gospel which the angels announced to them was to
result in “great joy,”     which they eventually experienced after seeing Christ, even
though their earthly circumstances likely did    not change.

Luke 2:10   But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for behold, I bring you good news of

great joy which will be for all the people;  for today in the city of David there has been born for 11

you a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. ...  The shepherds went back, glorifying and praising 20

God for all that they had heard and seen, just as had been told them. 

      3.  What if we, after hearing the good news of great joy, leave here with a renewed, 
Spirit-enabled joy that    transcends our sometimes tearful and painful experiences? 
Pray that the Lord will do this for us.  This

appears to be His heart’s desire, as revealed in what He inspired Peter to write in
these following verses.
  E.  In 1:6-9 Peter gives us 5 reasons why we believers can rejoice in the midst of our
trials with a joy of the    Lord that strengthens and enables us to faithfully endure all



earthly sufferings and afflictions.

I.  Reason #1:  Our hope in Christ points beyond the duration of our trials.

1 Peter 1:6   In this you greatly rejoice, even though now for a little while, if necessary, you

have been grieved by various trials, 

  A.  Trials which truly grieve us are sometimes now necessary, but only for now.  The
present time of grief is    only for “a little while.”

Romans 8:18   For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be

compared with the glory that is to be revealed to us. 

  B.  Example:  Holly's pregnancy with Julie lasted 9 ½ months, ending in 31 hours of
painful labor to deliver a    9 lb 14.5 oz baby girl.  As painful as that ordeal was, if
you asked her if she would do it again to obtain      Julie and now grandchildren, she
would say, "yes."  Why?  Because the joy of having children and    grandchildren lasts
far beyond the temporary pain of childbirth.

John 16:21 "W henever a woman is in labor she has pain, because her hour has come; but when

she gives birth to the child, she no longer remembers the anguish because of the joy that a child

has been born into the world. 

Psalm 30:4   Sing praise to the LORD, you His godly ones, and give thanks to His holy name. 5

For His anger is but for a moment, His favor is for a lifetime; W eeping may last for the night, but a

shout of joy comes in the morning. 

II.  Reason #2:  Our joy is strengthened through sufferings.

1 Peter 1:6   In this you greatly rejoice, even though now for a little while, if necessary, you have

been distressed by various trials,  so that the proof of your faith, being more precious than 7

gold which is perishable, even though tested by fire, may be found to result in praise and glory

and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ; 

  A.  1:7  Suffering does not reduce our faith to ashes any more than fire destroys gold. 
Trials burns away     complacency, self-confidence, and drive us to the Savior. 
Trials prove the genuineness of our faith,     strengthen our faith, increasing our
hope and joy.

James 1:2   Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials,  knowing that the 3

testing of your faith produces endurance.  And let endurance have its perfect result, so that 4

you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.

  B.  Example:  Clarion University All American wrestler Curt Angle was happy to be
favored to win the     Olympic gold medal.  But I'm sure his joy increased
immensely after he won the gold!
    In college at Clarion University of Pennsylvania Angle won numerous accolades,

including being a two-time NCAA Division I champion.  After graduating he won a gold
medal in freestyle wrestling at the 1995 World Wrestling Championships, and then in the
1996 Summer Olympics in Atlanta, GA he won a gold medal in heavyweight freestyle



wrestling.

1.  It's one thing to say or hear you have the ability to win, it's another to prove
you have it.  So also, it's     one thing to say we have faith to overcome the
world, but it is far more gratifying to have its                   genuineness
successfully demonstrated.  

2.  Demonstration requires that we sometimes go to the mat, endure hardship. 
Once we endure, we    can look back at the grace God has given us and
rejoice in His presence and provision in our    lives.

Acts 5:40   ... after calling the apostles in, they flogged them and ordered them not to

speak in the name of Jesus, and then released them.  So they went on their way from 41

the presence of the Council, rejoicing that they had been considered worthy to suffer

shame for His name.  And every day, in the temple and from house to house, they kept 42

right on teaching and preaching Jesus as the Christ. 

1 Peter 4:1-2   Therefore, since Christ has suffered in the flesh, arm yourselves also with

the same purpose, because he who has suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin, 2

so as to live the rest of the time in the flesh no longer for the lusts of men, but for the will

of God. 

III.  Reason #3:  Our suffering will be rewarded by God with praise, glory, honor,
life.

1 Peter 1:7  so that the proof of your faith, being more precious than gold which is perishable,

even though tested by fire, may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the

revelation of Jesus Christ; ...  obtaining as the outcome of your faith the salvation of your .9

souls. 

  A.  Elsewhere in Peter’s letter he speaks of God receiving glory and honor. No one
deserves this more than He.

1 Peter 2:12  Keep your behavior excellent among the Gentiles, so that in the thing in which they

slander you as evildoers, they may because of your good deeds, as they observe them, glorify

God in the day of visitation. 

1 Peter 4:11   W hoever speaks, is to do so as one who is speaking the utterances of God;

whoever serves is to do so as one who is serving by the strength which God supplies; so that in

all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom belongs the glory and

dominion forever and ever. Amen. 

  B.  But here we are told that God will heap on believers praise, glory, honor, and life.

1 Peter 1:7  so that the proof of your faith, being more precious than gold which is perishable,

even though tested by fire, may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the

revelation of Jesus Christ; ...  obtaining as the outcome of your faith the salvation of your .9

souls. 

  C.  God has promised such grace to us in both the Old and New Testament



Scriptures.

      1.  OT examples:

 Proverbs 22:4  The reward of humility and the fear of the LORD are riches, honor and life. 

Proverbs 4:7  "... Acquire wisdom; ...  "Prize her, and she will exalt you; She will honor you if you 8

embrace her.  "She will place on your head a garland of grace; She will present you with a crown 9

of beauty." 

Deuteronomy 26:19  and that He will set you high above all nations which He has made, for

praise, fame, and honor; and that you shall be a consecrated people to the LORD your God, as

He has spoken." 

      2.  NT examples:

John 5:44  "How can you believe, when you receive glory from one another and you do not seek

the glory that is from the one and only God? 

Romans 2:5 ... God,  who W ILL RENDER TO EACH PERSON ACCORDING TO HIS DEEDS: 6  7

to those who by perseverance in doing good seek for glory and honor and immortality, eternal

life; ...  There will be ...  ... glory and honor and peace to everyone who does good, to the Jew 9 10

first and also to the Greek.  For there is no partiality with God.  11

2 Corinthians 4:17   For momentary, light affliction is producing for us an eternal weight of

glory far beyond all comparison, 

  D.  God will not forget our suffering for His sake, but will remember to reward us.

Psalm 56:8  You have taken account of my wanderings; put my tears in Your bottle. Are they not

in Your book? 

Hebrews 6:10   For God is not unjust so as to forget your work and the love which you have

shown toward His name, in having ministered and in still ministering to the saints.  And 11

we desire that each one of you show the same diligence so as to realize the full assurance of

hope until the end,  so that you will not be sluggish, but imitators of those who through faith and 12

patience inherit the promises. 

1 Peter 5:10  After you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who called you to His

eternal glory in Christ, will Himself perfect, confirm, strengthen and establish you. 

IV.  Reason #4:  We love the Christ for whom we endure suffering.

1 Peter 1:8   and though you have not seen Him, you love Him , and though you do not see

Him now, but believe in Him, you greatly rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory, 

A.  1:8a  We love Him in whom we believe.  Joy amidst trials come from loving Jesus.
      1.  Example: Jacob served 7 years in a harsh environment with little complaint due
to his love for Rachel.

Genesis 29:20 So Jacob served seven years for Rachel and they seemed to him but a few days



because of his love for her. 

      2.  In 1685 King Louis XIV of France made Protestant public worship a crime.  Men
caught at secret     worship services in the fields of France were arrested, and forced
into labor, chained to rowing benches     of galleys until they died.  The Museum
of the Desert in southern France commemorates today the     suffering of these
Huguenot martyrs.  A replica of one of the great galley oars hangs in the museum.       

Beside it are the inscribed words of a Reformed Christian galley slave:  "My
chains are the chains of     Christ's love."

      3.  How do we explain this kind of joy?  From where does such love of Jesus and
resultant joy in Jesus    come?

V.  Reason #5:  The joy of glory which the Lord gives us transcends earthly trials.

1 Peter 1:8   and though you have not seen Him, you love Him, and though you do not see Him

now, but believe in Him, you greatly rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory, 

  A.  1:8b Our joy is "inexpressible and full of glory."  The joy the Lord gives us does not
belong to this present     age.  We are experiencing now the joy of the coming age of
glory, the joy of the new heavens and earth,    of being with Jesus in the presence of
His eternal glory. 

       1.  This is the age of glory and joy God promised though His prophets, confirmed
by His apostles.

Isaiah 65:17   "For behold, I create new heavens and a new earth; and the former things will not

be remembered or come to mind.  "But be glad and rejoice forever in what I create; For 18

behold, I create Jerusalem for rejoicing And her people for gladness.  "I will also rejoice in 19

Jerusalem and be glad in My people; And there will no longer be heard in her the voice of weeping

and the sound of crying. 

Revelation 21:1   Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first

earth passed away, ...  And I heard a loud voice from the throne, saying, "Behold, the tabernacle3

of God is among men, and He will dwell among them, and they shall be His people, and God

Himself will be among them,  and He will wipe away every tear from their eyes; and there will no 4

longer be any death; there will no longer be any mourning, or crying, or pain; the first things

have passed away."

      2.  This is the joy of future glory for which Jesus endured the cross.

Hebrews 12:1  let us also lay aside every encumbrance and the sin which so easily entangles us,

and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us,  fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author 2

and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame,

and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.

  B.  This joy is not natural to the human race.  It is a God given joy that Jesus
possesses and that Jesus gives to    us through His granting us to believe in Him
and in all the grace He has given and has promised to us.



Isaiah 9:3  You shall multiply the nation, You shall increase their gladness; They will be glad in

Your presence as with the gladness of harvest, as men rejoice when they divide the spoil. ...  For 6

a child will be born to us, a son will be given to us; and the government will rest on His shoulders;

and His name will be called W onderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace.

  John 15:11  These things I have spoken to you, that My joy may be in you, and that your joy

may be full.

Romans 15:13  Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that

you will abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
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