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The Virgin Birth of Christ 

Non- Series Sermon 

Luke 1:26-37 

 

There are some subjects in Scripture that we need to go back to over and over. One of 
those subjects is the virgin birth of Christ. I was looking in my files and the last time I 
preached a whole message on the virgin birth was in 2001. That’s way too long to go 
without proclaiming the glorious doctrine of the virgin birth of Christ and why it is so 
important.  

Most everyone in the USA has heard the phrase, “The Virgin Birth of Christ.” It is a truth 
often focused on in some of the most sung Christmas Carols like these: 

 

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing  

Christ by highest heaven adored,  
Christ the everlasting Lord, 
Late in time behold Him come, 
Offspring of a virgin’s womb. 
- Charles Wesley (1739) 

 

Silent Night, Holy Night 

Silent night, holy night, 
All is calm, all is bright 
Round yon virgin Mother and child! 
Holy infant so tender and mild, 
Sleep in heavenly peace, 
Sleep in heavenly peace. 
- Joseph Mohr (1818) 

 

There’s a Song in the Air 

There’s a tumult of joy o’er the wonderful birth, 
For the virgin’s sweet boy is the Lord of the earth. 
And the star reigns its fire while the beautiful sing, 
For the manger of Bethlehem cradles a King! 
- Josiah G. Holland (1874) 

 

Despite the fact that people have heard about it, sung about it, and even have professed 
to believe it, most don’t have a clue as to why it is not just important but absolutely 
essential. Let me give you a quote from a non-believer concerning the virgin birth. 
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Several years ago the popular (though now retired) CNN interviewer, Larry King was a 
guest on the David Letterman show.  

Letterman asked Larry King, “If you could interview any person from 
history, who would it be?” King responded, “Jesus Christ.” Letterman, 
who was obviously surprised by the answer said, “Well, what would you 
ask Him?” King responded, “I would ask Him if He was really born of a 
virgin. The answer to that question would define history.”  
[James Kennedy, Solving Bible Mysteries, page 60]  

Larry King is a man who doesn’t even profess to be a Christian, but recognizes the 
importance of the virgin birth. That is quite a contrast to many professors of religion and 
pastors who say that it is not really important what you believe about the virgin birth.  

Another way we realize that the virgin birth is so important is because of all of the 
attacks on this precious doctrine.  

Is the virgin birth really that important? What is the significance of it? Let’s examine the 
Scripture. 

 

I.  The Virgin Birth Ridiculed 

The thought that a woman, who has never experienced sexual relations with a man or 
had some sort of artificial means of impregnation, could be with child is laughable to the 
world. If someone made that claim today, they would get raised eyebrows and a sly 
response of “Yeah, sure.” Yet that is exactly what the Bible says in multiple places. Years 
ago, the Pastor of the famed, very liberal, Riverside Church in New York City, Harry 
Emerson Fosdick, said, “I want to assure you right off that I do not believe in the virgin 
birth, and hope that none of you do” [Kennedy, page 47] Other liberal theologians and 
Pastors have called this doctrine “legend” or “myth.”  

One group, that got a lot of publicity several years ago, was the so called “Jesus Seminar.” 
It was founded by Robert Funk who was a religion professor at Vanderbilt. To this group 
of so called scholars, the virgin birth was fiction. These 200 or so professors and 
theologians stripped away everything about Jesus that they either did not like or couldn’t 
explain. They ended up inventing a Jesus of their own making. They determined that 
only 18% of the words that Jesus was supposed to have spoken were actually authentic. 
How did these learned professors arrive at their conclusions? Was it through intense 
research? No, they just pooled their collective unbelief. Each participant was given a 
handful of colored rocks. They were asked, “Do you believe that Jesus was born of a 
virgin?” “Do you believe that He rose from the dead”, etc. They then voted with their 
little colored rocks with different colors meaning “Yes,” “No,” or “Possibly.” The Jesus 
Seminar decided that the virgin birth never occurred, and the entire Christmas story was 
a myth. 

These liberal “theologians,” who staff the religion departments of so many colleges, 
largely ignore the evidence of the accuracy of the Scriptures. Today we have roughly 
25,000 ancient manuscripts of the New Testament available for study. [Kennedy, page 
50] That can be compared to 643 manuscripts of Homer’s Iliad; the earliest being more 
than 2,000 years after it was written. That arrogance is typical of those who ridicule the 
virgin birth. That is really nothing new; the skeptics were ridiculing Jesus’ birth before 
the cross. We read in John 8:41 (ESV): “‘You are doing the works your father did.’ They 
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said to him, ‘We were not born of sexual immorality. We have one Father—even God.’” 
You can clearly see the not so subtle stab at the circumstances around and the claims 
made about His birth. Certainly their words indicate their refusal to accept that He was 
born of a virgin.  

Long before the birth of Christ, Satan, who knew the Old Testament prophesies of the 
Messiah’s virgin birth, attacked this precious truth by propagating all kinds of 
counterfeits. A number of religions and legends have claimed a virgin birth or at least a 
birth caused by “the gods.” In Greek mythology the gods would father children from 
mortal women. In Assyrian mythology, Simiramis, the wife of Nimrod, gave birth to 
Tamuz who was supposedly conceived by a sunbeam. Augustus Caesar and Alexander 
the Great claimed to have a supernatural conception. Both claimed that their mother was 
impregnated by a snake! That makes you wonder why they would boast about it. Even to 
a casual observer, there is a world of difference between these depraved, bizarre, and 
sometimes sensuous fantasies and the record in Scripture of the virgin birth of Christ. 
Isaiah’s prophesy in Isaiah 7:14 of the virgin birth of the Messiah predates most of the 
myths and legends and counterfeit virgin births that existed through satanic 
propagation.  

 

II.  The Virgin Birth Revealed 
The virgin birth is prophesied in the Old Testament and clearly proclaimed in the New 
Testament. In the Gospels, when the virgin birth isn’t specifically mentioned, it would 
seem logical that in light of the prophesies in the Old Testament, they would have 
assumed it to be true.  

Let’s examine the revelation of the Virgin birth in Scripture. 

A.   The Virgin Birth Prophesied in the Old Testament  

1.   Genesis 3:15 (NKJV): “And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and 
between your seed and her Seed; He shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise His 
heel." Admittedly the reference here is veiled, but it is still there. Jewish Rabbis through 
the centuries have been puzzled over this first prophesy in the Scriptures. Normally, 
conception is referred to in terms of “the seed of the man.” Yet, the one that will 
ultimately defeat Satan will be the seed of the woman. While that verse does not clearly 
teach the virgin birth, it certainly makes room for the virgin birth by showing that it will 
be a different kind of birth. 

2.   Isaiah 7:14 (NKJV): “Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, the 
virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, and shall call His name Immanuel.” The Hebrew 
word “Immanuel” literally means, “God with us.” This prophesy was uttered 700 years 
before the birth of Christ. Isaiah 7:13 tells us that it was not just to King Ahaz, but to the 
whole house and linage of David. That certainly included Jesus, who through His mother 
and legal father Joseph was in the line or linage of David. One of the names or titles of 
Christ was “Son of David.” 

One of the arguments against Isaiah 7:14, prophesying the virgin birth, is that the 
Hebrew word translated “virgin” can also be used of simply a young woman – not 
necessarily a literal virgin. That is true, but there are at least two reasons that I believe 
that here in Isaiah 7:14, it is speaking of a literal virgin who has never been intimate with 
a man. First, even in its original context, this verse is given as a sign. It would not be a 
sign if a young woman had a child. Thousands of young women in Judah had a child 
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every year. Second, when Matthew repeats this prophesy in Matthew 1:23, the Greek 
word he uses for virgin means a woman who has never sexually known a man.  

3.   Jeremiah 31:22b (NKJV) “For the Lord has created a new thing in the earth-- A 
woman shall encompass a man." That word translated “encompass” can be translated 
“develop.” Many Old Testament Rabbis understood this as referring to a birth without a 
human father.  

B.  The Virgin Birth Proclaimed in the New Testament 

1.   Matthew 1:18; 22-23 (NKJV): “Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows: After His 
mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph, before they came together, she was found with 
child of the Holy Spirit.”  

“So all this was done that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord through the 
prophet, saying: ‘Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and bear a Son, and they shall 
call His name Immanuel,’ which is translated, ‘God with us’” It is not really possible to 
explain that away.  

2.   Luke 1:34-35 (NKJV): “Then Mary said to the angel, ‘How can this be, since I do not 
know a man?’ And the angel answered and said to her, ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon 
you, and the power of the Highest will overshadow you; therefore, also, that Holy One 
who is to be born will be called the Son of God.’”  

3.   John assumes the virgin birth when he describes Jesus as “the One who came down 
from heaven.” I counted ten times that this, or a similar phrase, is used to describe Christ 
in the Gospel of John. 

There are some other verses that strongly imply that Jesus was born of a virgin, but these 
passages clearly state it. Here is the point I am making. A person can choose to deny the 
virgin birth by saying that they simply do not believe the Bible. However, it is impossible 
(using sound hermeneutical practice) to deny that the Bible proclaims the virgin birth.  

 

III.  The Virgin Birth Required 
Why does it matter whether or not Jesus was born of a virgin? Couldn’t He have been the 
Messiah if Joseph was his biological Father? No, He could not have been the Messiah if 
He had not been born of a virgin. The virgin birth is not a peripheral, minor or optional 
doctrine. Why is so important that you believe the doctrine of the virgin birth? 

A. The Virgin Birth Is Required Because of the Proclamation 
of Scripture 

As we have just seen, the virgin birth is clearly taught in Scripture. To “throw out” the 
virgin birth is to reject the accuracy and authority of Scripture. As we will see clearly in a 
moment, Jesus could not have been God in the flesh apart from being born of a virgin. To 
deny the virgin birth is, by implication, denying the deity of Jesus Christ. If Jesus was 
not God in the flesh, we are all still in our sins and without hope in this world and in 
eternity.  

Where do we draw the line on what we believe in the Bible? If we accept some of what it 
teaches and reject other things it says, we have set ourselves up as God in determining 
what is inspired and not inspired. The view that only some spots in the Bible are inspired 
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is often called “the spot theory of inspiration.”  The question I have to someone who 
accepts this spot theory is, “Who inspired you to spot the spots?”  

Either the Bible is the Word of God or it is not. It really is that simple. I believe that the 
preponderance of evidence screams out that the Bible is indeed inspired of God. If the 
Scripture proclaims the virgin birth of Christ, then Christ was born of a virgin. Case 
dismissed. 

B.  The Virgin Birth Is Required Because of the Pollution of 
Sin   

If Jesus had a biological human Father, He could not have died for our sins; He would 
have died for His own! Let’s follow the logic of Scripture by going back to the Garden of 
Eden. God told Adam and Eve in Genesis 2:17 (NKJV): “but of the tree of the knowledge of 
good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die." 
Sadly, they did eat and God kept His promise and they died. They began to die 
physically, but immediately their spirit, that part of man that allows us to know and have 
fellowship with God, died. There was a separation from God. A sinister power called 
“sin” entered Adam and Eve to dwell in their members or body (Romans 7:23). These 
results of sin put natural man in warfare with God.  

Where were we when Adam sinned? We were in Adam. Adam was a literal person, but he 
also represented all mankind as what theologians call our federal head, but we know 
now that we were in Adam genetically (called “seminally” in some contexts). If Adam was 
literally the first man, then every descendent of Adam (everyone born in the natural way) 
was in Adam when he sinned and when the curse of sin was pronounced. The Bible 
teaches this truth in multiple places. Genesis 5:3 (NKJV): “And Adam lived one hundred 
and thirty years, and begot a son in his own likeness, after his image, and named him 
Seth.”  

You may say, “Wait a minute; I thought we were in the image of God and this verse 
implies that since we all descended from Adam that we are in Adam’s image.” That is 
correct. What is Adam’s image? It is the image of God tainted and twisted by the curse of 
sin. Adam’s image refers primarily to his nature. What was Adam’s nature after sin came 
into the world? It is the nature to desire to be our own God. That is what the root 
temptation was in the first sin. Satan said in Genesis 3:5 (NKJV): [Satan speaking] “For 
God knows that in the day you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, 
knowing good and evil."  

It wasn’t tasting an apple that lured them to sin; it was the desire to be their own god. 
This desire in fallen man to be their own god is what is often called, “the sin nature” or 
more accurately, “the Adamic nature.” That Adamic nature is passed from father to male 
and female children. 1 Corinthians 15:22a (NKJV): “For as in Adam all die…” We are born 
“in Adam”, in Adam’s nature which is the image of God tainted and twisted by sin. The 
Scripture teaches that in other places also. Romans 5:12 (NKJV): “Therefore, just as 
through one man [Adam] sin entered the world, and death through sin, and thus death 
spread to all men, because all sinned.” When did all sin? We all sinned in Adam, our 
federal head and seminal head. Romans 5:19a (NKJV): “For as by one man's disobedience 
many were made sinners…”  

Since the sin nature and the dead to God spirit is passed through the man, if Jesus had 
not been born of a virgin, He would have been born in spiritual death with an Adamic 
nature and a power called sin that indwelt Him. His death would have been for His own 
sins. In order to die for the sins of others, Jesus had to fully keep the law of God and 
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commit no sin of commission or omission. To have a fallen Adamic nature and be sinless 
is not possible. The virgin birth is not a nice theory, it is an essential if Jesus was to be 
without sin and without the curse of sin passed from father to children. 

Conclusion 

I once heard Adrian Rogers say, “If the virgin birth of Christ is taken away, Christianity 
falls like a house of cards.” If Christ was not born of a virgin, then Christianity is nothing 
more than a religion that has a collection of sayings by a long dead teacher. There would 
be no life changing power in Christianity. The good news is that Jesus was born of a 
virgin! He was fully human, but without the pollution of sin. He had no Adamic nature. 
He fully kept every law of God and as a perfect man He took the sins of all who would 
repent and believe on Him so that we might receive a new nature, like unto Jesus’ 
nature, and be given power over this sinister power in our members called sin.  

Jesus Christ was born of a virgin that we might be born again! His cross becomes our 
cross when we are saved and baptized into Christ by the Holy Spirit. We are crucified 
with Christ and thus set free from sin’s dominion over us! As the Holy Spirit, (the Spirit 
of Christ) fills us we have victory over sin because we are no longer its slave. Romans 6:6 
(HCSB): “For we know that our old self was crucified with Him in order that sin’s 
dominion over the body may be abolished, so that we may no longer be enslaved to sin.”  
Romans 5:19 (NKJV): “For as by one man's disobedience many were made sinners, so also 
by one Man's obedience many will be made righteous.” 1 Corinthians 15:22 (NKJV): “For 
as in Adam all die, even so in Christ all shall be made alive.”  

 

 

 

 

 

 


