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GOD PLANS TO USE US IN OLD AGE 
(Examining Our Spiritual Heritage At Christmas Time – Part III) 

Luke 2: 21-33, 36-38 and Psalm 92: 12-15 – Pastor Richard P. Carlson 
 

The spiritual heritage of God’s children is found in the way God’s Word describes 
many of the leaders of His people who served Him up until their last breath. After 
the flood, the age God allowed people to live moved from as old as Methusaleh, 
Gen. 5: 27, down to an average old age of 120 years—Gen. 6: 3. In spite-of that 
limitation, Abraham lived to the age of 175, Gen. 25: 7, his son, Isaac to the age of 
180, Gen. 35: 28, and his grandson, Jacob to the age of 147, Gen. 47: 28. Moses, 
the writer of Psalm 90 said the average life span was cut from 120 to three score 
and ten—70 years, or by reason of strength, 80 years. Yet, Moses died at age 
120—Deut. 34: 7 and Joshua died at the age of 110—Josh. 24: 29. What men of 
God, what mighty leaders for the Lord were Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Moses, and 
Joshua! Joshua’s partner, Caleb, one of the two spies giving a good report, asked 
Joshua at age 85 to give him a mountain to conquer that was filled with giants. 
 
But what about the New Testament? Did God use older men and women? Luke 1 
is about Zechariah and his wife, and both-of them, the miraculous parents of John 
the Baptist, were advanced in years. That was Luke’s way of saying they were 
elderly in Luke 1: 7. That’s why Zechariah doubted the promise of the angel 
Gabriel that he and Elizabeth would have a son. The Christmas story in Luke 2 
gives an incredible space to two other aged believers who were waiting for the 
birth of Christ, Messiah. They are Simeon and Anna, a prophetess. We gather that 
Simeon was very old, because he gave his farewell to the world after holding the 
baby Jesus, saying, in Luke 2: 29, “Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in 
peace, according-to Your word, for my eyes have seen Your salvation.” 
Anna, the prophetess, Luke 2: 37, who also was waiting for the redemption of 
Israel, Luke’s way to say she too, was waiting for Messiah’s birth—her age is 
debated. The ESV states she was 84, but it puts a footnote there saying, “Or as a 
widow for eighty-four years. If Anna was a virgin married at age 15 and then, at 
age 22, widowed for 84 years, she was a woman who was at least 106 years old. 
The Holman Version, The Living Bible, Billy Graham’s Version—“God’s Word to 
the Nations, the Williams, the Moffatt, the Weymouth and the Amplified Versions 
all say the same. Even the Message reads, “She was now a very old woman. She 
had been married seven years and a widow for 84.” Anna is the topic of our third 
spiritual heritage message on Christmas.  
 
Amazingly, last Sunday, December 11th, the oldest known pastor in our 
Evangelical Fellowship of Free Churches, Clerveus Davilmar, the father of Pastor 
Daniel Davilmar who preached in our church, his father died in Haiti of a stroke. 
Sunday morning, he preached in the church he was still pastoring in Trou-du Nord, 
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Haiti, the first of six Haiti churches he pastored and founded 50 years ago. Pastor 
Clerveus went Home to Jesus Sunday night after being taken to the hospital. 
Beloved, God’s Word, speaks powerfully of very old people that He uses. Two 
thirds of the named main characters in the Christmas are elderly, and Zechariah, 
Elizabeth, Simeon and Anna who were very old and Joseph and Mary who were 
young, Mary—most say 14-15 and Joseph, maybe 20-22. The unnamed shepherds 
and wise men were probably of all ages—young to elderly. There is no cultural or 
prejudicial divide in our Christmas heritage between the young and the old nor is 
there a divide between the law and the prophets and the day of grace at the time of 
Christ’s birth. Luke shows us that the most devout people living under the old era 
or the law were elderly folk who were the most receptive to coming of grace. 
These elderly Jewish folk were not resentful or angry that Messiah came to be, as 
aged Simeon said, “A light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your 
people Israel." They all rejoiced that the new day of Messiah had come. 
 
Today, let’s focus on one of these four elderly main characters in the Christmas 
story—Anna, the prophetess. There are five special ingredients in her life that 
make her a special “vessel of honor” in the Christmas story. May we all imitate 
and emulate these five ingredients in our lives this Christmas Season. Are these 
five spiritual ingredients in your life and in mine?   
 
DO WE HAVE A MIRACLE IN OUR PAST THAT HAS OPENED THE 
DOOR TO OUR CALLING? (I.) Notice Luke 2: 36a. “And there was a 
prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher.” If you know the 
Lord today, all of you have a miracle in your past that has opened-up the door to 
your new calling since finding Jesus as your personal Savior and Lord. But as we 
examine this very old woman, Anna, who spoke often for the Lord as a prophetess, 
she had a calling we all can have. Revelation 19: 10 tells us, “Worship God, for the 
testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.” That means that the great commission 
in Matthew 28: 18-20 is to be our calling as believers. We are all to be in that 
sense, prophets-and prophetesses of the Christmas message. Amazingly, at the end 
of 400 years of silence from heaven in prophecy, when the heavens were closed up 
to prophetic utterances, in a time when no one man was a designated prophet 
between Malachi and John the Baptist, God opened heaven and spoke initially 
through the aged mother to be of John the Baptist, Elizabeth—Luke 1: 41-45, 
through Mary, oh so young in Luke 1: 46- 55, John the Baptist’s aged father 
Zechariah, in Luke 1: 57-79, through aged Simeon in Luke 2: 29-32 and through 
aged Anna the prophetess in Luke 2: 36-38. 
 
But what is the miracle in Anna’s past? Notice in v. 36 that Anna was the daughter 
of Phanuel, whose name means, the face or appearance of God. I grew up with a 
great uncle August whom many people said looked to them like Jesus. Anna’s 
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name is a shortened form of Hannah and it means the favor or grace of God. All 
those parts of her heritage are wonderful, but where is the miracle? We read in 
Luke 2: 36 that Anna was from one of the ten lost tribes of Israel—from the tribe 
of Asher—which means “straight as an arrow, honest, and happy.” The ten 
northern tribes of Israel were lost for thousands of years as they were carried into 
captivity by Assyria under King Shalmanezer in 721 BC. (II Kings 17: 6) Now we 
know that somehow, by a miracle of God, all 10 lost tribes are present and 
accounted for today in modern-day Jerusalem—found when God brought back His 
people to the Holy Land since 1948. Nevertheless, this is during the time of the 
birth of Jesus in Judea where the two tribes of Judah and Benjamin were. How did 
Anna, a prophetess get to be in the temple when her tribe for so long was lost. It is 
a true miracle of grace as Anna’s name means. What happened? The story is part 
of our Christmas heritage almost lost today, and found back in II Chron. 30: 1-12.  
 
The time was around 726 BC—in the days of Judah’s king Hezekiah, just 5 years 
before the Assyrian Captivity of the 10 northern tribes of Israel. King Hezekiah 
wrote letters to the tribes of Ephraim and Manasseh asking them to come up to 
Jerusalem to the house of the Lord to keep the Passover. Well, that wasn’t the end 
of the letters. King Hezekiah decided to send a decree to all ten tribes from Dan to 
Beersheba to come join Judah at Passover time. Most of the 10 tribes laughed the 
decree to scorn—II Chronicles 30: 10-11, but a handful of members from the tribe 
of Asher in Manasseh and Zebulun humbled themselves and came down with one 
heart to Jerusalem to worship the Lord and do King Hezekiah’s command. 
Miracles happen when we humble ourselves and worship God with one heart.  
At this point, the record seems to be lost, but the Hebrew language helps us learn 
the high probability that some Asherites came down—as the Hebrew word bo can 
mean, to come down to abide. They moved to Jerusalem away from the worship of 
Baal. Hezekiah’s call was a call to repentance. II Chronicles 30: 8 is part of 
Hezekiah’s decree which read, “Do not be stiff-necked as your fathers were, but 
yield yourselves to the Lord and come to His sanctuary which He has consecrated 
forever, and serve the Lord your God, that his fierce anger may turn from you. 
Already, history records that back 33 years before in 759 BC, II Kings 15: King 
Tiglathpileser of Assyria already carried off some of the 10 northern tribes into 
captivity. The Northern Kingdom was under Assyrian siege and Hezekiah was led 
of God to call the ten tribes that left the worship of God for Baal. The miracle is 
that a few Asherites repented of idolatry, and Anna’s life was rooted in a miracle. 
Beloved, whenever we truly repent of our selfish sin, believe-and receive Jesus, we 
too can become one of the Anna’s of God’s choosing. Secondly, 
 
DO WE HAVE A MEMORY OF SORROW THAT HASN’T LEFT US 
BITTER TOWARD GOD OR OTHERS? (II.) Notice Luke 2: 36b, “…having 
lived with her husband seven years…” Face it! None of us today in this sanctuary 
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have totally-missed-out on some sorrow in our lives. Thousands who face sadness 
become bitter souls that never seem to recover—who live from that day of sadness 
with frozen pasts. Anna had every reason to become bitter against the Lord. From 
the time of her marriage as a virgin, perhaps around 15 years old, until she was 
widowed, 7 years later, at around age 22, Anna was no-doubt happily married, yet 
barren, it would appear, at the time of her sudden widowhood as her husband 
apparently died. Sorrow can do one of two things to us. It can make us hard, bitter, 
resentful, and rebellious against the Lord, or it can make us more tender, kinder, 
softer, and more sympathetic. Sorrow can rob us of a life of simple faith in the 
Lord, or it can root our faith even deeper into a relationship with the Lord, make us 
steadier for Him, immovable in life’s storms. It all depends on our view of God. If 
we view God as a tyrannical father, we will learn through sorrow to resent Him. If 
we see God as He is, a loving Father above all fathers, we then will be sure that 
His hand never causes His children one needless tear. How do we know Anna was 
not bitter or resentful of losing her husband so young and having no children? 
 
First, notice she never ceased to worship the Lord. The word tells us in verse 37, 
“She did not depart from the temple.” Bitter folk most often stop seeking out the 
house of God and fellowship with His people. They avoid the Word of God and the 
teaching and preaching of the Word. They seek rather a break from God. They 
develop guilt that builds in their hearts and they harbor grudges against God and 
others. Anna wanted no break from God. She served Him night and day, v. 37. 
There is a great chance she was given a room in one of the temple buildings on 
temple hill in Jerusalem to live in. She was dead to the outside world. She lived 
only to serve God. The second reason she wasn’t bitter was because she had an 
active prayer life with fasting. We read in v. 37, she was “worshipping with fasting 
and prayer night and day. Even depriving herself of eating at times helped her to 
devote herself more to God and to seek His face. Thirdly, 
 
DO WE HAVE A MORALITY THAT HAS BEEN OR HAS NOW BECOME 
STERLING THROUGHOUT OUR LIFETIME? (III.) Notice Luke 2: 36c, 
“…from when she was a virgin.” Anna was married seven years from when she 
like Jesus’ mother, was a virgin. Anna never knew the poverty of pre-marital sex 
which can leave indelible scars. God often uses people who have sinned in sexual 
promiscuity, like David, a man after God’s own heart. Yet, Anna had a head start 
in developing a sterling morality that was one of the greatest charms of her life. 
She made her life a vessel of honor to God. There are often- times when the Word 
of God emphasizes the forgiveness God gives us for our sins, including sexual sins. 
Yet there are times when the standard in God’s Word is clear and is meant to 
challenge God’s people to moral purity so they can be used of Him as His standard 
bearers. That sterling morality was Anna’s life for a long lifetime. If any of us 
today have blown it sexually, God can cleanse us and give us a new start. Fourthly,  
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DO WE HAVE A MATURITY THAT HAS NEVER LOST ITS HOPE IN 
GOD? (IV.) Notice Luke 2: 37. “And then as a widow until she was eighty-four, 
(or as the ESV footnote states, ‘as a widow for 84 years.’). She did not depart from 
the temple, worshipping with fasting and prayer night and day.” Notice Anna’s 
thanksgiving to God, v. 38 and notice also where she focused her words of 
thanksgiving. Her thanksgiving led Anna to join with those other believers who 
were looking and waiting for the promised redemption of Jerusalem by Messiah 
Jesus. Our hopes in the coming of the Lord were never meant to dampen with age. 
Our hopes in Christ’s second coming should blossom more-and more as we grow 
older. Anna gloriously had not lost in old age, her hopes and her longings for the 
promised Redeemer to come to pay the ransom for our sin and to release Jerusalem 
and all believing sinners from spiritual bondage. The Jews knew that ransom and 
redemption came through sacrifice and blood. Anna knew deep inside, as a 
prophetess, that in the arms of her friend Simeon, also aged, in his arms, he held 
the One who would one day die in her place to redeem her from her sins. Those 
tiny hands would grow until they would carry the weight of his body on the cross 
and his little feet would grow to help carry the weight of His body given for our 
atonement at Calvary. During Simeon’s last words to Mary about a sword piercing 
her soul. She must have heard those weighty words as at that very moment, she 
came in to see Simeon with Jesus in his arms. God still wants our focus when we 
are young or when we are old, as in the Old and New Testament, to be either in the 
first or the second coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. With age, have you lost this 
focus? Have you doubted the second coming of Jesus, coming back to rapture His 
church. Have you become resigned to dying? God forbid! Fifthly and lastly,  
 
DO WE HAVE A MINISTRY OF SPEAKING AND SEEKING TO 
WITNESS/PUBLISH THE GOOD NEWS OF JESUS TO OTHERS? (V.) 
Notice verse 38. “And coming up at that very hour, she began to give thanks to 
God and to speak of Him to all who were waiting for the redemption of 
Jerusalem.” This is a remarkable shift from Simeon to Anna. Simeon after seeing 
the Baby Jesus, was ready to go Home to Glory. For Anna, at 106+, she now had a 
second wind for God. She became one of the first publishers of the Good News 
along with the Shepherds. The Greek says “she continued to speak of Him. The 
Greek word for speak here is laleo. Laleo means to open our mouths and it focuses 
not on the speaker, but on the condition of the hearer to receive the word spoken. 
Laleo or lalia requires an open heart to receive the spoken word. If any of these 
ingredients are missing today in our hearts and lives as vessels of honor for the 
Lord, our witness is lacking. Where are the publishers or witnesses today who are 
willing to tell others the Gospel? And as Franklin Graham is calling for in 
America, who is willing to stand up for Jesus to run for any public office? Are 
these five ingredients in your life this Christmas? 1,2,3,4,5. Let’s pray! Amen. 


