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Gift #7 - The gift of   healing  . 

 

This is really a “narrower aspect” of the gift of miracles.  The gift of healing is specifically 

mentioned in I Corinthians 12:9, 28, 30.  In each reference the word “healing” is plural–literally 

“healings”– referring to different sicknesses and types of things that need to be healed.  

 

We define the gift of healing as a supernatural ability given by God that enabled one to heal 

someone else by restoring   health   or   life  .  The gift of healing involved a supernatural 

ability to cure other people of various illnesses.  This gift was most definitely an   apostolic   gift 

and was   temporal  . 

 

When the early church was being formed, the Apostle   Peter   could heal (Acts 3:6-7).  But there 

is a very interesting thing concerning his healing ability.  In Acts 9:34, the Apostle Peter healed 

Aeneas using the gift.  However, in the same chapter, Acts 9:40, he healed Tabitha by prayer.  

We also know that healing was something connected to the Apostle   Paul   (Acts 20:9-12).  

When we carefully study Scripture we see that Christ specifically gave His   twelve   the power 

to heal before His crucifixion (Luke 9:1-2), and He also gave the same supernatural ability to 

another   seventy   (Luke 10:1-9).   

 

This gift may be easily proved to be a   temporal   gift even for the apostles because in the later 

writings of Paul, he could no longer heal people, even those he loved most: 1)   Epaphroditus   

(Phil. 2:27); 2)   Timothy   (I Tim. 5:23); 3)   Trophimus   (II Tim. 4:20).  We also see the same 

thing with the Apostle  John  .  He could not heal Gaius, but he did   pray   for him (III John 2).   

 

The gift of healing was an apostolic era gift that disappeared well before the end of the first 

century.  We believe God does heal today, but through prayer.  In fact, praying for the sick is a 

critical ministry of the N.T. church (i.e. James 5:16).  However, those today who profess to be 

faith-healers are religious shysters who are either frauds or demonic. 

 

Dr. Paul Enns does a fine job of systematizing information about this gift.  He said if you 

examine the N.T. healings of Christ and the apostles, the following may be observed  

(pp. 272-273): 

1. The healings were instantaneous (Mark 1:42). 

2. The healings were complete (Matt. 14:36). 

3. The healings were permanent (Matt. 14:36). 

4. The healings were limited to actual physical diseases, not psychological problems  

    (Mark 1:40). 

5. The healings were unconditional in that some unbelievers were healed who had no idea who 

    Christ even was (John 9:25). 

6. The healings were purposeful, not just for the purpose of relieving people of their suffering 

    (Luke 5:15-16). 

7. The healings were subordinate to preaching the Word of God (Luke 9:6). 

8. The healings were significant in confirming Christ and the apostles as messengers of God 

    and their messages as the Word of God (John 3:2; Acts 2:22; Heb. 2:3-4). 
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9. The healings were successful no matter what the sickness or disease.  Today’s so-called  

    “faith healers” often blame a sick individuals lack of faith for not being healed.  Such a thing 

    never happened in Scripture.  In fact, there was only one time in Scripture when the apostles  

    could not heal a demon-possessed person, and it was their own lack of faith which was the  

    problem, not the demon-possessed person (Matt. 17:19-20). 

 

Dr. Charles Ryrie made the following observations in his discussion concerning the gift of 

healing: 

 

1. God can and does heal apart from the exercise of the gift of healing.  He does answer prayer,  

     and He answers it in regard to physical problems; but such answer to prayer is not the 

     exercise of the gift of healing. 

2. It is obviously not the will of God to heal everybody.  For example, it was not God’s will to 

     heal Paul of his thorn in the flesh (II Cor. 12:8-9). 

3. Healing must not be equated with supernatural in general.  It is a favorite pressure approach 

     of faith healers to say that if you believe in the supernatural power of God, then you must 

     believe in His power to heal in the case at hand.  God does not have to use His supernatural 

     power to prove that He possesses it.  (i.e. God does not have to create a new mountain for 

     us to believe he has the power to create a mountain.) 

4. To disregard human means in the matter of healing and simply pray for a miraculous cure is 

      like praying for a harvest and then sitting in a rocking chair without planting or cultivating. 

      God, more often than not, uses human means in the accomplishing of His purposes.  This is 

      true in matters of health, too.  

5. Those who claim the gift of healing is exercised today have to admit the gift is limited in its 

     effectiveness, for they do not claim to heal decayed teeth or suddenly mend broken bones. 

6. Reports of miraculous healings may be true but this is not necessarily related to the gift, the 

     healing may be a cure of something that was psychosomatic or it may be a cure of nothing 

     (Charles C. Ryrie, The Holy Spirit, pp. 87-88). 

 

One other matter may be addressed here since it is related to this subject, and that is the matter 

which faith healers seem to totally neglect; why do people in this age get sick?  Today’s faith 

healers seem to not have a clue that God actually has a purpose for sickness and sometimes it is 

not to have the person get better.  This teacher has determined there are at least seven biblical 

reasons why we get sick: 

 

1) Sometimes we get sick because we have a limited, imperfect   body   that simply breaks down.  

     Philippians 2:25-30 

2) Sometimes we get sick because we live in an imperfect   world  .  I Tim. 5:23 

3) Sometimes we get sick so we will totally rely on God’s   grace  .  II Cor. 12:7-10 

4) Sometimes we get sick due to an attack of   Satan  .  Job 2:3-10 

5) Sometimes we get sick so God can demonstrate His glory through   healing  .  John 11:1-4 

6) Sometimes we get sick because it is time for us to   die  .  Hebrews 9:27 

7) Sometimes we get sick because God is judging us for   sin  .  I Cor. 11:30; James 5:13-18;  

     II Chron. 21:18-19–Jehoram; II Chron. 26:16-23–Uzziah 


