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THIS IS JESUS CHRIST 

(SUNDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2014) 

Scripture Reading: Psalm 110; Col. 1:15-18 

INTRODUCTION 

As I mentioned last week, it is amazing to consider that the first recipients of the book of 
Colossians were relatively young believers. The local church in Colossae had been in 
existence for around 5 or 6 years. We can see that Paul gave to them serious, deep truths 
to study. 

What was Paul’s focus in this letter through the direction of the Holy Spirit? 

There is a two-fold focus in Colossians. 

Who is Jesus Christ? 

What does it mean to follow Him? 

These two questions have to be answered by every Christian in every generation. 

Our focus today will be on what is some of the most important instruction in the NT 
concerning the incarnate Son of God, our Lord Jesus Christ. 

This text calls you to acknowledge and pursue the true glory of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Recognize the glory and majesty of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

We will look at verses 15-18, expanding on the 8 main statements. 

 

Some scholars and commentators think that these verses are a hymn. 

This theory is interesting except that unbelieving scholars like to further claim that Paul 
was simply taking language or poetry from the day and trying to apply it to Jesus Christ. 

This is similar to the rubbish that you hear often today that the NT has borrowed from 
Egyptian, Greek, or other pagan myths in creating the myth of Jesus Christ. 

Well, there is nothing from our text that in anyway supports the idea that Paul was taking 
some poetic, pagan language and seeking to apply it to the doctrine of Christ. 

Perhaps because of the particular false doctrines being spread in Colossae and the 
surrounding region, Paul was directed by the Holy Spirit to give this important 
instruction concerning the doctrine of Jesus Christ. 
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I should also mention another introductory point. 

We believe that the Word of God is one word in perfect agreement from beginning to 
end, and yet there is fuller revelation of the Triune nature of God and the doctrine of 
Jesus Christ in the coming of Jesus Christ and in the NT Scriptures. 

Heb. 1:1   God, who at various times and in various ways spoke in time past to 
the fathers by the prophets,  2 has in these last days spoken to us by His Son, 
whom He has appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the 
worlds;  3 who being the brightness of His glory and the express image of His 
person, and upholding all things by the word of His power, when He had by 
Himself purged our sins, sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high.  

What we find then here in Colossians 1:15-18 is what we can call instruction that 
powerfully clarifies and summarizes what we find in other places of the NT. 

Is there a particular order in the statements that Paul makes in verses 15-18? 

There definitely is a statement of climax given in verse 18. I think we can see there is a 
logical order in the description given in the earlier verses. 

1) JESUS CHRIST IS THE IMAGE OF THE INVISIBLE GOD. 

The word image in Greek is where we also get the word icon.  

The word image here means that which has the same form as something else. 

Now what does it mean that Jesus Christ has the same form as the invisible God? 

What God’s word is here teaching us is that in Jesus Christ, “the nature and being of God 
have been perfectly revealed.”1 

In Jesus Christ we see what God is truly like. 

Now, what about the rest of Scripture?  

The answer is what I mentioned earlier. Jesus Christ is not a different revelation of God 
than what is found in the rest of Scripture. Rather, in Jesus Christ we see the fullness of 
the revelation that God has given to His people. 

Jesus Christ confirms this revelation. 

                                                
1 F. F. Bruce. 
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In our Lord Jesus Christ we have full assurance that the invisible God is not an 
impersonal force. 

God is personal, powerful, perfect, righteous, and faithful. 

An important point that we also must consider from this verse is that we must not try to 
create our own pictures to help us understand God. 

The second command forbids the making of all images of God, we can say, because Jesus 
Christ is the image of the invisible God. 

There is no need for speculation or imagination. Rather you are called to receive the 
revelation of Jesus Christ. 

Have you ever heard people say, well, I like to think of God this way? 

Such talk is dangerous, even blasphemous. 

What we must rather say is I want to understand through the working of the Holy Spirit 
the revelation that has been given of Jesus Christ that is now recorded in the Word of 
God. 

Listen to three other passages that are related to this verse. 

2Cor. 4:4 whose minds the god of this age has blinded, who do not believe, lest 
the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God, should 
shine on them.  

John 1:18 No one has seen God at any time. The only begotten Son, who is in 
the bosom of the Father, He has declared Him. 

John 6:46 Not that anyone has seen the Father, except He who is from God; He 
has seen the Father. 

2) JESUS CHRIST IS THE FIRSTBORN OVER ALL OF CREATION. 

You can see that the word firstborn is used two times in these verses – verse 15 and 
verse 18. 

Here we have an example of how we cannot simply understand important terms based on 
how we might use them in common English. 

If we speak of our firstborn child or firstborn son, we would be speaking of birth order. 

Is this the meaning of the term here? 
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The answer is clearly no. 

Firstborn as used here is a title of rank or dignity and nothing to do with birth order. 

One clear proof of this comes from Psalm 89:27 which speaks of David. 

Psalm 89:27  Also I will make him My firstborn, The highest of the kings of the 
earth.  

Was David the firstborn in his family in terms of birth order? Clearly not! 

The title firstborn speaks of the superiority of Jesus Christ over all creation. 

And this point connects very well with what follows. 

3) FOR BY HIM ALL THINGS WERE CREATED THAT ARE IN HEAVEN AND THAT ARE 

ON EARTH, VISIBLE AND INVISIBLE, WHETHER THRONES OR DOMINIONS… 

Creation and redemption are the work of the Triune God – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

The language in verse 16 focuses on the work of God the Son and as such is in perfect 
agreement with other passages in Scripture. 

Most English translations read, “For by Him all things were created…” 

A more literal translation would be, “For in Him all things were created.” 

We looked two weeks ago at similar language in Colossians – in Christ, which means 
under His authority or lordship. 

We are getting into very precise language, but what we can say is that Christ is the sphere 
within which the work of creation was accomplished.2  

“In His person resided the creative energy that produced all of creation.”3 

John 1 emphasizes this same glorious truth. 

John 1:3 All things were made through Him, and without Him nothing was 
made that was made. 

If all things were created in God the Son, then it is impossible that God the Son was 
created. He is the eternal Son of God. 

                                                
2 F. F. Bruce, 61. 
3 Murray J. Harris, 44-45. 
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Many people try to attack the truth by asking Christians, well, where did your God come 
from? 

We must respond by saying that God is eternal. He has no beginning or no end. 

Either you must believe that God is eternal or impersonal matter and energy are eternal 
and self-creating. 

Paul in Romans 1 says that there is an answer to this dilemma. 

All of creation bears witness to the fact that God is eternal. 

Focusing on the details of verse 16, we see emphasis placed on the various aspects of 
creation – heavenly and earthly, visible, and invisible. 

We tend to focus as expected on the visible and earthly. That is what we can see or 
somehow experience. 

God’s work of creation is far greater than what we can just directly experience or detect 
with our senses or scientific equipment. 

Astronomers today talk about dark energy and dark matter. 

According to National Geographic, the universe today is 72% dark energy and 23% dark 
matter. 

Dark matter and dark energy are concepts that are ‘made-up’ to explain other mysteries 
in the universe and therefore only theories.  

But think of this. 95% of what makes up the universe is unexplainable by modern 
scientists by their own admission. No one has experimentally detected dark matter.4 

I am not in a position to comment on dark matter or dark energy, except to say two 
things. 

1) Man’s understanding of God’s creation is still at best scratching the surface of what 
God has done. 

2) While what God has made is understandable, we know we are understanding it 
correctly only when it leads us to praise and worship of God as the creator of all things. 

Verse 16 continues by speaking of thrones, dominions, principalities, and powers. 

What do these terms mean? 

                                                
4 National Geographic (Special Astronomy Issue), 91. 
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These four terms speak of different angelic creatures that God created. Some believe that 
Paul is using Jewish terms of this day without here explaining any order in terms of rank.5 

Both Colossians and Ephesians use these terms referring to angelic, spiritual beings that 
God created. 

God must have known that Christians in these cities needed important instruction 
concerning angels and what we sometimes call spiritual warfare. 

Likely for most Christians in the west, we do not give sufficient attention to the subject of 
angels and what God’s word teaches us. 

There is much more that could be said on this subject but for our purposes we are to 
rejoice in the fact that Jesus Christ is the creator of all of these powers. 

4) ALL THINGS WERE CREATED THROUGH HIM AND FOR HIM. 

What is the meaning of life and all that God has made? 

That is one of the deepest questions you can ask or try to answer? 

The answer to this two-part question is given at the end of verse 16. 

Jesus Christ is the reason and purpose for all things. 

Isn’t this an amazing statement? The central purpose for every aspect of creation is to 
show the glory and power of Jesus Christ. 

This is the reality that we pray God by His grace will impress upon our minds constantly. 
To live in light of this truth is the way to really live your life. 

5) AND HE IS BEFORE ALL THINGS 

There is emphasis in the Greek here. He himself is before all things! 

Over two hundred times in the OT, you can read the phrase, “I am the LORD.” 

Likely there is a connection with that statement and what Paul states here concerning our 
Lord. He is before all things in terms of existence and authority. 

One of the ancient heresies of the early church is with us still today in various forms, 
Arianism. 

Arius the heretic said of God the Son, “There was once when he was not.” 

Mormons, Jehovah Witnesses, and others teach something similar. 
                                                
5 ESV Study Bible, s.v. Colossians 1:16. 
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All these heresies are powerfully exposed as deception with this truth. 

6) AND IN HIM ALL THINGS CONSIST 

The NET Bible does a good job in its translation here – All things are held together in 
Him. 

Another very profound question would be this. What keeps the universe in existence? 
How do all things continue to hold together? 

The whole foundation of evolutionary thinking came well before Charles Darwin and his 
birth in 1809. 

The Greek philosopher Democritus born around 460 B.C. stated that matter was eternal. 
All matter is made of ‘atoms.’ Our world he said was created as clusters of atoms moving 
in an infinite void came together. Everything is the result of these collisions of atoms. And 
as everything has come together so can everything come apart. 

Evolutionary thinking hasn’t changed much in terms of its belief in random forces has it? 

The truth of verse 17 is not something we can simply feel or experience, but we can state 
with all confidence, the reason why the universe continues to exist and hold together is 
through the infinite power of the Son of God. 

It is this proper understanding of God’s power and creation that is the foundation of 
science in nations influenced by the Christian faith. It was not in other sophisticated 
cultures that true science had its birth like the Chinese, Greek, or other ‘advanced’ 
civilizations. 

As Stanley Jaki has in part described it, science never came to full birth in these cultures. 

7) AND HE IS THE HEAD OF THE BODY, THE CHURCH, WHO IS THE BEGINNING, 
THE FIRSTBORN FROM THE DEAD, 

Paul beginning with verse 18 brings the focus back to the work of God the Son in terms of 
our salvation. 

The climax of the Triune God’s work of creation was in the creation of man, male and 
female, both created in the image of God. 

The work of God in salvation is climaxed we can say in the work of Jesus Christ for us, 
especially in His death, burial, and resurrection. 

All those who are in Jesus Christ are in union with Him. 



Page 8 of 10 - 12/21/14 

In the language of this passage and others, we are members of the body of Christ. 

Rom. 12:4 For as we have many members in one body, but all the members do 
not have the same function,  5 so we, being many, are one body in Christ, and 
individually members of one another. 

When Paul was known as Saul and was persecuting Christians, he was blinded by the 
glory of Jesus Christ as he was traveling to Damascus. 

And what was the question that our Lord asked of him? 

“Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me (τί µε διώκεις;)?” (Acts 9:4).6 

Jesus Christ is the head of His body, the church. The focus here is on His authority. 

The English word “church” comes from the Greek, kuriakon through Middle Greek and 
Old English; related to the Dutch, kerk and Scottish, kirk. 

The Greek word is ekklasia, which means assembly. The usage in the NT is likely based 
on the Greek translation of the OT (LXX). 

Most commentators assume that “church” in Col. 1:18 refers to the idea of the universal 
church. But how can a universal church be assembled? 

“Church is not some universal congregation, scattered throughout the world, to 
which all believers belong, but a heavenly assembly, gathered around 
Christ. Even as they go about their ordinary daily tasks, all Christians are 
members of this gathering in heaven, because of their fellowship with Him.”7 

Local churches are manifestations of that heavenly church, tangible expressions in time 
and space of what is heavenly and eternal.8 

Because Jesus is the head of the body, the church, there is absolutely no need for a head 
of the church on earth. There is nothing in the NT that would teach that we need a pope 
or archbishop or celebrity pastor to be the head of the true church of Jesus Christ. 

Further in verse 18, Jesus Christ is identified as being the beginning and the firstborn 
from the dead. 

                                                
6 O’Brien, 50. 
7 O’Brien, 61. 
8 O’Brien, 61. 
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Rev. 22:13 I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End, the 
First and the Last.” 

Acts 3:15 and killed the Prince (founder - ἀρχηγὸν) of life, whom God raised 
from the dead, of which we are witnesses. 

Now further, how can Christ be the firstborn from the dead if others were raised from the 
dead in the OT and NT before His resurrection? 

The answer is that His resurrection was unlike any of the other resurrections. The 
previous resurrections all pointed to His resurrection which truly marks the beginning of 
a new age – the age of resurrection. 

Christ was not the first person to be raised from the dead, but He was the first one to be 
raised from the dead and never die again. 

8) THAT IN ALL THINGS HE MAY HAVE THE PREEMINENCE. 

The NET Bible reads, “so that He Himself may become first in all things.” 

Notice the connection here in verse 18 between the resurrection and the first place 
position that Jesus Christ enjoys. 

How do we understand this “so that” in light of all that we have seen already? 

One commentator has written, 

The exaltation of Christ after his work on the cross gives him, publicly, the status 
which he always in fact enjoyed as of right. The puzzle is caused by sin: 
though always Lord by right, he must become Lord in fact, by defeating sin and 
death…in his resurrection this Sonship was powerfully, and publicly, 
demonstrated. The ‘so that’ in our present passage implies that behind Jesus’ 
resurrection there stands the divine purpose, which is now explained as a purpose 
of reconciling love.9 

 

CONCLUSION: 

1) The seriousness of turning away from Christ. 

                                                
9 N. T. Wright, Colossians and Philemon: An Introduction and Commentary (TNTC 12; 
IVP/Accordance electronic ed. Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 1986), 79. 
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2) The reason we seek to give praise and glory to our Lord. 

We do not serve a Savior who needs our praise like a selfish celebrity demands attention. 

The motive for praise is not some harsh demand but is based on the glorious truth of this 
passage. 

 

Prayer 

Hymn: 155 

 

Benediction – 1 Peter 5:10-11 

But may the God of all grace, who called us to His eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after you 
have suffered a while, perfect, establish, strengthen, and settle you. To Him be the glory 

and the dominion forever and ever. Amen. 

 


