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1 Timothy 1:12-17 

12 I thank him who has given me strength, 

Christ Jesus our Lord, because he judged me 

faithful, appointing me to his service, 13 though 

formerly I was a blasphemer, persecutor, and 

insolent opponent. But I received mercy because 

I had acted ignorantly in unbelief, 14 and the 

grace of our Lord overflowed for me with the 

faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. 
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1 Timothy 1:12-17 

15 The saying is trustworthy and deserving of 

full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the 

world to save sinners, of whom I am the 

foremost. 16 But I received mercy for this 

reason, that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ 

might display his perfect patience as an example 

to those who were to believe in him for eternal 

life. 17 To the King of the ages, immortal, 

invisible, the only God, be honor and glory 

forever and ever. Amen.
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15 The saying is trustworthy and deserving of 

full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the 

world to save sinners, of whom I am the 

foremost. 
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What is the message “saying”? 
Christ Jesus came into the world:

• Jesus-the eternal Son of God (The second Person of the Triune God 
of Scripture)

• He is the Christ (Messiah, Anointed One)-John 14:6, Acts 4:12

• Came into the world: John 1:14, Phil 2:6-8, Rom 8:3 

Why did He come? to save sinners

• If man could save himself, Jesus would not have come (Gal 2:21)

• Sinners: all of mankind born through the seed of man, after the 
likeness of Adam, condemned in Adam, conceived in sin, estranged 
from the womb, dead in their trespasses, following the course of 
this world, children of wrath, who do not seek for God, who do no 
good, who have no fear of God, who are at enmity with Him, 
whose every intention of the heart is only evil continually. (Gen 
5:3, Rom 5:18, Ps 51:5, Ps 58:3, Eph 2:1-3, Rom 3:10-18, Rom 
8:7-8, Gen 6:5).

• Jesus Christ accomplished what He came to do (save sinners)-He 
redeemed sinful man and reconciled those who would believe to 
God: John 19:30, Matt 27:51, 2 Cor 5:18
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The saying is trustworthy and 

deserving of full acceptance

This saying is trustworthy:

• We can trust the message of the gospel (historically and 

sufficiency-1 Cor 15:6, Rom 5:10, Heb 7:25)

• It is the only message that satisfies the great dilemma 

(Rom 3:25-26)

This saying is “deserving of full acceptance” 

• This message isn’t merely to be considered or mentally 

affirmed but fully accepted (through faith)

• Two responses: Full acceptance or full rejection 

(Nothing in between) 

6



of whom I am the foremost (sinner) 
• By grace (regeneration) are you convinced of your guilt, just 

wrath and hopelessness in yourself?

• The Pharisee and tax collector Luke 18:9-14

• Mark 2:17 “Those who are well have no need of a physician, 
but those who are sick. I came not to call the righteous, but 
sinners.”

Jesus came to save sinners & through His perfect life, atoning 
death & conquering resurrection, He did just that!

• May we rejoice and give him the praise, glory and honor He is 
due; not just one day, but every day 

• May His grace and love compel us to live for Him (not 
ourselves) 2 Cor 5:15

• May we proclaim the hope of the gospel, the salvation of 
sinners through Jesus Christ alone 
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