
12-18-2016
Message:  Rejoice in Glorious Hope, Our Lord the Judge Shall Come!
Text:  Revelation  20:7-15

Introduction 

  A.  Today’s message title is taken from the last verse of Charles Wesley’s hymn, “Rejoice the 
Lord Is King,” which reads ...

“Rejoice in glorious hope, our Lord and Judge shall come and take His servants up
to their eternal home: Lift up your heart, lift up your voice!  Rejoice, again I say,
rejoice!”

  B.  In Revelation the repeated visions Christ gives us of His Second Coming as Judge paint a 
very tragic and terrifying picture for every unbeliever, which might make us wonder if 
Charles Wesley’s lyrics calling us to rejoice at this prospect are theologically appropriate.  
E.g., ...

Revelation 6:15  Then the kings of the earth and the great men and the commanders and
the rich and the strong and every slave and free man hid themselves in the caves and
among the rocks of the mountains;  and they said to the mountains and to the rocks, 16

"Fall on us and hide us from the presence of Him who sits on the throne, and from the
wrath of the Lamb;  for the great day of their wrath has come, and who is able to 17

stand?" 

Revelation 11:18  "And the nations were enraged, and Your wrath came, and the time
came for the dead to be judged, ... and to destroy those who destroy the earth."

Revelation 14:18   Then another angel, the one who has power over fire, came out from
the altar; and he called with a loud voice to him who had the sharp sickle, saying, "Put in
your sharp sickle and gather the clusters from the vine of the earth, because her grapes are
ripe."  So the angel swung his sickle to the earth and gathered the clusters from the vine 19

of the earth, and threw them into the great wine press of the wrath of God.  And the 20

wine press was trodden outside the city, and blood came out from the wine press, up to
the horses' bridles, for a distance of two hundred miles. 

Revelation 16:14   for they are spirits of demons, performing signs, which go out to the
kings of the whole world, to gather them together for the war of the great day of God,
the Almighty.  ("Behold, I am coming like a thief. ...")  And they gathered them 15  16

together to the place which in Hebrew is called Har-Magedon.  Then the seventh 17

angel poured out his bowl upon the air, ...  The great city was split into three parts, and19

the cities of the nations fell. Babylon the great was remembered before God, to give her
the cup of the wine of His fierce wrath. 

Revelation 19  And I saw the beast and the kings of the earth and their armies assembled



to make war against Him who sat on the horse and against His army.  And the beast 20

was seized, and with him the false prophet who performed the signs in his presence, by
which he deceived those who had received the mark of the beast and those who
worshiped his image; these two were thrown alive into the lake of fire which burns
with brimstone.  And the rest were killed with the sword which came from the mouth 21

of Him who sat on the horse, and all the birds were filled with their flesh. 

Revelation 20:7   When the thousand years are completed, Satan will be released from
his prison,  and will come out to deceive the nations which are in the four corners of the 8

earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them together for the war; the number of them is like
the sand of the seashore.  And they came up on the broad plain of the earth and 9

surrounded the camp of the saints and the beloved city, and fire came down from
heaven and devoured them.  And the devil who deceived them was thrown into the 10

lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are also; and they will
be tormented day and night forever and ever. 

Revelation 20:11  Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat upon it, from whose
presence earth and heaven fled away, and no place was found for them.  And I saw the 12

dead, the great and the small, standing before the throne, and books were opened; and
another book was opened, which is the book of life; and the dead were judged from the
things which were written in the books, according to their deeds.  And the sea gave 13

up the dead which were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead which were in them;
and they were judged, every one of them according to their deeds.  Then death and 14

Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire.  And if 15

anyone's name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake
of fire. 

  C.  Rejoice?  Yes, for we see the hosts of heaven pictured in uninhibited, boundless joy at the 
judgment of the world, with the saints being exhorted to respond with this same joy.  
Why?

Revelation 18:2   And he cried out with a mighty voice, saying, "Fallen, fallen is Babylon
the great! ...   "...  in one day her plagues will come, pestilence and mourning and famine,8

and she will be burned up with fire; for the Lord God who judges her is strong. ...   20

"Rejoice over her, O heaven, and you saints and apostles and prophets, because God
has pronounced judgment for you against her."  Then a strong angel took up a stone 21

like a great millstone and threw it into the sea, saying, "So will Babylon, the great city, be
thrown down with violence, and will not be found any longer. 

Revelation 19:1  After these things I heard something like a loud voice of a great
multitude in heaven, saying, "Hallelujah! Salvation and glory and power belong to our
God;  BECAUSE HIS JUDGMENTS ARE TRUE AND RIGHTEOUS; for He has 2

judged the great harlot who was corrupting the earth with her immorality, and HE
HAS AVENGED THE BLOOD OF HIS BOND-SERVANTS ON HER."  And a 3

second time they said, "Hallelujah! HER SMOKE RISES UP FOREVER AND



EVER."  And the twenty-four elders and the four living creatures fell down and 4

worshiped God who sits on the throne saying, "Amen. Hallelujah!" 

  D.  Why will there be such yet to be experienced joy in heaven and among the saints at the final 
judgment of the world?  And why can believers even now rejoice in the hope of this final 
judgment?

I.  Because Jesus Christ, the Father’s divine Son whom He and we love, receives all the 
glory and honor of His heavenly Father.

  A.  The Father does not execute final judgment a 1,000 years after Christ’s second coming, but 
through His Son at His second coming!  Jesus, from His Father’s throne, is doing all the 
judging in Rev. 20:11-15.

Revelation 20:12 And I saw the dead, the great and the small, standing before the throne,
and books were opened; and another book was opened, which is the book of life; and the
dead were judged from the things which were written in the books, according to
their deeds. 13 And the sea gave up the dead which were in it, and death and Hades gave
up the dead which were in them; and they were judged, every one of them according to
their deeds.

Revelation 22:12 "Behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to render
to every man according to what he has done.

Matthew 25:31 "But when the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the angels with
Him, then He will sit on His glorious throne. 32 "All the nations will be gathered before
Him; and He will separate them from one another, as the shepherd separates the sheep
from the goats; 33 and He will put the sheep on His right, and the goats on the left.  
34 "Then the King will say to those on His right, 'Come, you who are blessed of My
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world. ...  41
"Then He will also say to those on His left, 'Depart from Me, accursed ones, into the
eternal fire which has been prepared for the devil and his angels; ... 46 "These will
go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life."

  B.  What God the Father is doing by giving all judgment to His Son is giving Jesus all His glory 
and honor - “so that all will honor the Son as they honor the Father.”  Application: If the 
Father’s love for His Son is expressed by His giving all things into Christ’s hand, then 
how much more should we express our love for Jesus by giving all things into His hand!

John 3:35  "The Father loves the Son and has given all things into His hand. ... 5:22
"For not even the Father judges anyone, but He has given all judgment to the Son, 23

so that all will honor the Son even as they honor the Father.

Matthew 16:27   "For the Son of Man is going to come in the glory of His Father with
His angels, and WILL THEN REPAY EVERY MAN ACCORDING TO HIS DEEDS. 



Acts 10:42 "And He ordered us to preach to the people, and solemnly to testify that this is
the One who has been appointed by God as Judge of the living and the dead.

Acts 17:30   "Therefore having overlooked the times of ignorance, God is now declaring
to men that all people everywhere should repent,  because He has fixed a day in which 31

He will judge the world in righteousness through a Man whom He has appointed,
having furnished proof to all men by raising Him from the dead." 

  Romans 2:16  on the day when, according to my gospel, God will judge the secrets of
men through Christ Jesus. 

  C.  So the judgment seat of God and the judgment seat of Christ are one and the same final 
judgment of the entire cosmos.  Christ is sitting on His Father’s great white throne (Rev 
20:11ff).

Romans 14:10   But you, why do you judge your brother? Or you again, why do you
regard your brother with contempt? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of
God. 

2 Corinthians 5:10  For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that
each one may be recompensed for his deeds in the body, according to what he has done,
whether good or bad.

II.  Because the saints will be vindicated and rewarded at the judgment seat of God/Christ.

  A.  God has promised to vindicate His wrongfully treated, slandered, persecuted people.

Revelation 3:9  'Behold, I will cause those of the synagogue of Satan, who say that they
are Jews and are not, but lie-- I will make them come and bow down at your feet, and
make them know that I have loved you.

Revelation 6:10  and they cried out with a loud voice, saying, "How long, O Lord, holy
and true, will You refrain from judging and avenging our blood on those who dwell
on the earth?"  

  B.  At Christ’s return to judge the world in righteousness, all wrongs will be righted.  
Application: we must not take our own revenge, but leave room for the wrath of God at 
Christ’s return.

Revelation 18:20   "Rejoice over her, O heaven, and you saints and apostles and prophets,
because God has pronounced judgment for you against her." 

Revelation 19:2 ... He has judged the great harlot who was corrupting the earth with her



immorality, and HE HAS AVENGED THE BLOOD OF HIS BOND-SERVANTS
ON HER." 

Romans 12:19  Never take your own revenge, beloved, but leave room for the wrath
of God, for it is written, "VENGEANCE IS MINE, I WILL REPAY," says the Lord. 20

"BUT IF YOUR ENEMY IS HUNGRY, FEED HIM, AND IF HE IS THIRSTY, GIVE
HIM A DRINK; FOR IN SO DOING YOU WILL HEAP BURNING COALS ON HIS
HEAD."  Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.  21

  C.  At the judgment believers will receive their eternal reward.

Revelation 11:15  Then the seventh angel sounded; and there were loud voices in heaven,
saying, "The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of His
Christ; and He will reign forever and ever."  And the twenty-four elders, who sit on their 16

thrones before God, fell on their faces and worshiped God,  saying, "We give You 17

thanks, O Lord God, the Almighty, who are and who were, because You have taken Your
great power and have begun to reign.  "And the nations were enraged, and Your wrath 18

came, and the time came for the dead to be judged, and the time to reward Your
bond-servants the prophets and the saints and those who fear Your name, the small
and the great, and to destroy those who destroy the earth." 

Revelation 22:12  "Behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to render
to every man according to what he has done. 

John 5:28   "Do not marvel at this; for an hour is coming, in which all who are in the
tombs will hear His voice,  and will come forth; those who did the good deeds to a 29

resurrection of life, those who committed the evil deeds to a resurrection of judgment. 

III.  Because the wrath of God will be finished.

Revelation 15:1   Then I saw another sign in heaven, great and marvelous, seven angels
who had seven plagues, which are the last, because in them the wrath of God is
finished. ...  ("Behold, I am coming like a thief. ...")  And they gathered them 15  16

together to the place which in Hebrew is called Har-Magedon.  Then the seventh angel 17

poured out his bowl upon the air, and a loud voice came out of the temple from the
throne, saying, "It is done." ...  ... the cities of the nations fell. Babylon the great was 19

remembered before God, to give her the cup of the wine of His fierce wrath. 

IV.  Because the last enemy, death, will be vanquished!

Revelation 20:13  And the sea gave up the dead which were in it, and death and Hades
gave up the dead which were in them; and they were judged, every one of them according
to their deeds.  Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the 14

second death, the lake of fire.  And if anyone's name was not found written in the book 15

of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire. 



1 Corinthians 15:25  For He must reign until He has put all His enemies under His feet. 26

The last enemy that will be abolished is death.

V.  Because we who abide in Christ by faith have no need to fear His judgment.

  A.  Because Christ has born the judgment of death for the sins of His people, we who abide in 
union with Him through faith face no eternal consequences for our sin.  We are justified 
before God through faith in His Son, and can wait eagerly, confidently, rejoicing in 
glorious hope.  Knowing Christ is coming to judge the world in righteousness, “Come 
Lord Jesus” reflects a very confident heart before Him.

Isaiah 53:5   But He was pierced through for our transgressions, He was crushed for our
iniquities; The chastening for our well-being fell upon Him, and by His scourging we
are healed. 

Hebrews 9:27   And inasmuch as it is appointed for men to die once and after this comes
judgment,  so Christ also, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will 28

appear a second time for salvation without reference to sin, to those who eagerly
await Him. 

1 John 2:28   Now, little children, abide in Him, so that when He appears, we may
have confidence and not shrink away from Him in shame at His coming.

Revelation 3:5   'He who overcomes will thus be clothed in white garments; and I will
not erase his name from the book of life, and I will confess his name before My
Father and before His angels. 

Revelation 22:20   He who testifies to these things says, "Yes, I am coming quickly." 
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

  B.  So Charles Wesley was right to exhort the church ...

“Rejoice in glorious hope, our Lord and Judge shall come and take His servants up
to their eternal home: Lift up your heart, lift up your voice!  Rejoice, again I say,
rejoice!”
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