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Sola Scriptura: The God-Breathed Foundation of our Faith 

2 Timothy 3:14-17 

Jason Van Bemmel 

But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have firmly believed, knowing from whom you 

learned it 15 and how from childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred writings, which are able 

to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 16 All Scripture is breathed out by God and 

profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, 17 that the man of 

God may be complete, equipped for every good work.  

– 2 Timothy 3:14-17 

Introduction: Church History – The Bible, Lost and Found 

The Middle Ages are sometimes known as “The Dark Ages.” The time from the fall of Rome in 

476 AD to the dawn of the Reformation in 1517 is often characterized as a time of ignorance 

and brutality. Much of this characterization is unfair and inaccurate, but it is sadly true that the 

light of the Scripture was almost completely removed from the church during much of this 

time. How the Scriptures were kept from God’s people and how they were later restored is a 

vitally important story, as it shows the long struggle and the great sacrifices made to ensure 

that we have Bibles in our language today.  

The story begins in the year 382 and it culminates in many ways with an event which happened 

500 years ago this year. Next year, 2017, is the official 500th anniversary of the beginning of the 

Protestant Reformation, when Martin Luther nailed his 95 Theses to the church door in 

Wittenberg, Germany. But I would argue that what happened the year before, in 1516, was 

actually more important. But, as I said, our story begins in 382.  

Around the year 382, Jerome made an updated Latin translation of the Bible, which would later 

become known as the Vulgate, or the commonly-used translation of the Bible. Ironically, given 

what would happen later with this translation of the Bible, Jerome’s goal was to make an 

updated Latin Bible that people could more easily understand.  

On Christmas Day in the year 800, Charles the Great, king of the Franks, known to history by 

his French name, Charlemagne, was crowned by Pope Leo III as the Holy Roman Emperor. 

Charlemagne controlled most of Western Europe in an empire that included most of modern-

day Germany and Austria, all of Switzerland, France, Belgium and the Netherlands and parts of 

Italy and Spain.  

Charlemagne’s influence was enormous, as he valued education and established schools across 

his empire. He was the single person most responsible for making Jerome’s Vulgate the 

dominant Bible of the Roman Catholic Church. Sadly, even by 800, almost no one in Europe, 

including most priests, understood Latin very well. Many could not even pronounce the words 

properly and very few understood what they were reading. None of the lay people did.  
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For hundreds of years, Latin continued to be the language of the church and the Holy 

Scriptures across Europe. Almost the entire medieval church lay under the dark shroud of 

ignorance and corruption with no access to the Scriptures, until John Wycliffe came onto the 

scene in England. Wycliffe earned his doctorate in 1372 and began pastoring in 1374.  

Wycliffe dared to challenge the corruption and abuses in the church, and he claimed to do so 

on the basis of Scripture. Wycliffe boldly asserted that Scripture was the supreme authority for 

the Christian and that the pope and the church were secondary, subject to the Scriptures. In 

1382, Wycliffe completed a translation of the Bible from the Vulgate into English. This was the 

first translation of the whole Bible into English, and Wycliffe had help completing it. It was later 

updated in 1388 and 1395 and remained very important in England.  

Wycliffe himself was condemned as a heretic by the Catholic Church. The Pope called him “the 

master of errors” and issues 5 Papal Bulls (church edicts) against him. Wycliffe taught many of 

the doctrines later taught by Martin Luther and the Reformers, only he taught them 135 years 

earlier.  

Wycliffe wrote against the doctrine of transubstantiation: "The bread while becoming by virtue 

of Christ's words the body of Christ does not cease to be bread." 

He challenged indulgences: "It is plain to me that our prelates in granting indulgences do 

commonly blaspheme the wisdom of God." 

He repudiated the confessional: "Private confession … was not ordered by Christ and was not 

used by the apostles." 

He reiterated the biblical teaching on faith: "Trust wholly in Christ; rely altogether on his 

sufferings; beware of seeking to be justified in any other way than by his righteousness." 

The church bitterly opposed his Bible translation work, saying: "By this translation, the 

Scriptures have become vulgar, and they are more available to laymen, and even to women who 

can read, than they were to learned scholars, who have a high intelligence. So the pearl of the 

gospel is scattered and trodden underfoot by swine." 

Wycliffe replied, "Englishmen learn Christ's law best in English. Moses heard God's law in his 

own tongue; so did Christ's apostles." 

Wycliffe died in 1384, before the final version of his Bible translation work was complete. He 

also died before the church could actually convict him of heresy and execute him as a heretic. 
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So, more than 30 years after his death, the Council of Constance declared Wycliffe a heretic on 

May 4, 1415.  

 

Then, on the basis of this Council’s ruling, in 1428, 43 years after his death, Wycliffe’s bones 

were dug up and burned and his ashes were spread along the River Swift, which flowed through 

Lutterworth, England, where Wycliffe ministered. Wycliffe’s writings were also banned by the 

Council of Constance in 1415 and were burned wherever they were found.  

 

Why would a church council meet to declare someone a heretic 30 years after his death? In 

this case, it was because of the popularity of a Czech disciple of John Wycliffe, Jan Hus. Hus had 

been a popular preacher in Bohemia, the Czech Republic, since 1402. He preached against the 

moral corruption of priests, monks and bishops. He later preached against indulgences and the 

hierarchy of the Catholic Church, including against the Papacy. He believed in preaching 

sermons in the language of the people, using vivid illustrations and clear language to make the 

message both understandable and memorable. 

 

The Council of Constance met for years to deal with a number of very difficult issues in the 

church. The church had to deal with the claims of three different men who called themselves 

the Pope and had no patience for a godly Czech preacher who was airing their dirty laundry 

and preaching the true Gospel in the language of the people.  

 

So, the Council unfairly tried Jan Hus, condemning him for some things he never even taught. 

Jan Hus was accused of being a disciple of John Wycliffe, an arch-heretic, but Wycliffe had not 

been officially condemned as a heretic, so the Council of Constance had to condemn John 

Wycliffe on May 4, 1415 before it could officially begin its trial against Hus on June 5, 1415.  

 

On July 6, 1415, Jan Hus was burned at the stake as a heretic. He died singing Psalms and crying 

out "Christ, son of the Living God, have mercy on us!" 

 

102 years after Jan Hus was burned, Martin Luther nailed his 95 Theses to the church door at 

Wittenberg. But something even more important happened a year earlier, something which 

made the 95 Theses and Luther’s understanding of the Gospel possible. We will come to that 

at the end of tonight’s message. But now, let’s dig into our text.  

 

Paul and Timothy: Leadership in the Early Church 

 

Our text this evening takes us back about 1350 years before the death of Jan Hus to the last 

letter from the Apostle Paul, written in the year 68, just before his unjust execution at the 

hands of Romans. As Paul knows he is facing likely execution at the hands of Nero, he writes a 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Council_of_Constance
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final letter to his young protégé, Timothy, who by this time has become an important leader in 

the early church.  

 

Here’s some of the final advice Paul gives, reading from 2 Timothy 3:14 to 4:2: 

 

But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have firmly believed, knowing from 

whom you learned it 15 and how from childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred 

writings, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 16 All 

Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for 

training in righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good 

work. 

I charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, 

and by his appearing and his kingdom:2 preach the word; be ready in season and out of 

season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with complete patience and teaching. (ESV) 

Paul’s language regarding the Scriptures here is clear, strong and compelling. Consider what he 

says: 

1. Timothy has known the Scriptures from childhood. Timothy is one of the first church 

leaders to grow up in the church, as the son and grandson of a believing mother, Eunice, 

and a believing grandmother, Lois. 

 

2. The Scriptures, which Paul calls “the sacred writings,” are able to make Timothy wise 

for salvation through faith in Jesus Christ. Paul is primarily referring to what we would 

call “The Old Testament” here, although he may also have in mind some of the early 

books of the New Testament, perhaps even the Gospels of Matthew, Mark and Luke – 

maybe – but primarily the Old Testament, which he says can make a amn wise for 

salvation through faith in Jesus Christ. This is because all Scripture points us to Jesus 

Christ.    

Jesus Himself confronted the scribes and the Pharisees because they knew the 

Scriptures and yet missed their whole main point: “You search the Scriptures because 

you think that in them you have eternal life; and it is they that bear witness about 

me, yet you refuse to come to me that you may have life.” – John 5:39-40, ESV 

 

Unlike the scribes and Pharisees, Timothy did not miss the point of the Bible. He knew 

that the Scriptures pointed him to Jesus Christ, and so he was made wise for salvation. 

 

3. Paul says that “All Scripture is breathed out by God.”  Now your translation may say 

“given by inspiration of God” or “inspired by God” or perhaps “God-breathed.” I think 

“God-breathed” is the best literal translation of the Greek word used here. God 
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Himself breathed out the Scriptures. Though He did so through chosen men, 

nevertheless the Scriptures are the very word of God. Peter put it this way in 2 Peter 

1:20-21: “. . . knowing this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture comes from someone's own 

interpretation. For no prophecy was ever produced by the will of man, but men spoke from 

God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.”   

 

4. Scripture, being breathed out by God, is not just divine in its origin, it is also very useful, 

very profitable. It is “profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training 

in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good 

work.” Scripture is thus profitable for four things: 

 

i. Teaching: for teaching, for instruction, for doctrine, for didactics. Scripture 

teaches us what we need to know about God, about ourselves, about Jesus 

Christ, about salvation. We know the truth about the nature of God, reality, 

creation, fall, redemption, the person and work of Christ, the origin and order 

of our salvation, the church, missions, etc. all from the Scriptures. Whatever 

we need to know about God and living the Christian life, the Bible teaches us. 

 

ii. Reproof: for rebuke, censure, chastisement. When we’re going astray, the 

Scriptures tell us we’re wrong. The Scriptures confront us in our sin and 

reproof us by telling us that what we’re doing is forbidden by God and carried 

heavy consequences. 

 

iii. Correction: restoration to an upright state, improvement of character. Having 

stopped us in our sin, the Bible then redirects us toward obedience, guiding us 

back onto the right path. 

 

iv. Training in righteousness: This is whole-life training and instruction, the shaping 

of the way we think and act.   

 

If Scripture can do these four things in the life of a believer, then as we are taught, 

reproved, corrected and trained, we become complete, lacking nothing we need, 

equipped for every good work.  

 

5. So, Paul then tells Timothy that his ministry as a pastor consists of one main thing, 

which he very solemnly charges him to do: Preach the word. Paul says “preach the word; 

be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with complete patience and 

teaching.” “In season” means when everyone is listening and responding and growing and 

things are going well. “Out of season” means when people aren’t listening so well and 
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responding and growing, and things aren’t going well. Both John Wycliffe and Jan Hus 

had to preach the word out of season, in the face of stiff and even violent opposition.  

 

Notice that Paul tells Timothy to do the same kinds of things in his preaching ministry 

that the Scriptures do in the life of a believer in 3:16 – reprove, rebuke and exhort with 

complete patience and teaching. He is basically pleading with Timothy to let the 

Scriptures do their work in the lives of God’s people.  

 

A faithful pastor can’t hold back from saying the hard things Scripture says because he 

needs to let the Word of God reprove and rebuke the people of God who are straying. 

But he must also exhort where Scripture exhorts, which is a key part of training in 

righteousness. As he does so, he must do so with complete patience and teaching, 

patiently instructing in everything the Scriptures teach. 

 

The ministry of a pastor must be the ministry of the Word if our churches are going to 

be churches shaped by the Word. 

 

God has given us a great treasure in His word, the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments, 

which tell us the truth about our Holy God, point out our sin, point us to Christ for salvation 

and then lead us in paths of righteousness by the Holy Spirit for His name’s sake. A church built 

on the Word of God will be strong, faithful and fruitful. A church built on men’s ingenious ideas 

will be weak, fractured, ineffective and short-lived.  

 

Church History – Preparing for Reformation 

 

This brings us back to Reformation church history. The Reformation, more than anything else, 

marked a period of time in the life of the church when the Word of God was restored to its 

central and foundational role. After having been lost in obscurity and buried under church 

tradition and corruption, the Word of God was restored, elevated, preached, taught and lived 

by the church for the first time in a widespread way in many centuries.  

 

Two developments were key to the restoration of the Bible to its central place in the 

Reformation:  

 

1. From 1452 to 1455, Johann Gutenberg printed the first books on his new printing press, 

200 copies of the two-volume Gutenberg Bible. The printing press came just 40 years 

too late to spread the writings of John Wycliffe and Jan Hus before they were 

condemned and burned. Thankfully, copies of their writings did survive and were later 

printed and distributed. 
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2. The second development is the key event which happened 500 years ago, in 1516. 

Dutch scholar Erasmus published the first Greek New Testament and a fresh Latin 

translation of the Bible that more accurately reflected the Greek. The Greek New 

Testament was key, as it was printed and distributed and came into the hands of Martin 

Luther. Two key words especially changed Luther’s understanding of the Gospel: 

 

a. The Medieval Latin Vulgate had translated Jesus words, “Repent, for the kingdom 

of God is at hand” as “Do penance.” The Greek word Luther read in Erasmus’ 

New Testament manuscript did not call for doing acts of penance to work off sin 

but for a complete change of mind and heart, a conversion. Repentance is not 

the doing of works to atone for sin but the conversion of the soul to God. 

 

This change of understanding was so important for Luther that the first of his 95 

theses posted in 1517 was “When our Lord and Master Jesus Christ said, 

``Repent'' (Mt 4:17), he willed the entire life of believers to be one of 

repentance.” 

 

b. The Medieval Latin Vulgate had translated Romans 1:16 to say that the Gospels 

revealed the justice of God, instead of the righteousness of God. Luther was 

teaching through Romans and he was frustrated by trying to understand how it 

was good news that God’s justice would be revealed, since God’s justice would 

condemn him. When he read the Greek and understood that Paul meant 

righteousness and not justice. 

 

R.C. Sproul explains:  

And this was the moment of awakening for Luther. He said, “You 

mean, here Paul is not talking about the righteousness by which God 

Himself is righteous, but a righteousness that God gives freely by His 

grace to people who don’t have righteousness of their own.” It’s what 

he called a justitia alienum, an alien righteousness; a righteousness that 

belongs properly to somebody else. It’s a righteousness that is extra 

nos, outside of us. Namely, the righteousness of Christ. And Luther 

said, “When I discovered that, I was born again of the Holy Ghost. 

And the doors of paradise swung open, and I walked through.”     

    

  

So, do you see how important Erasmus’ Greek New Testament was when it was published in 

1516? By helping Luther better understand repentance and righteousness, it saved Luther and 

gave him the Gospel to proclaim, which would fuel the Reformation and change the world. This 
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is why I think this is actually the more important 500th anniversary, because without the Greek 

New Testament in 1516, you don’t get Luther’s salvation and the 95 Theses in 1517!  

The Bible is the breathed-out word of God. It makes us wise for salvation, as it did for Luther 

and for millions of others. It is God’s means of teaching us, reproving us, correcting us and 

training us in righteousness, that we may be thoroughly equipped for every good work. So let’s 

continue to read the Bible, study the Bible, believe the Bible, obey the Bible, teach the Bible and 

preach the Bible, for this is God’s Book and it is the only sure and infallible guide for our lives.  


