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Introduction 
We are obviously in the midst of the Christmas season and so we want to see what Luke has to 
say about Jesus in light of the coming of Jesus as a little babe. 
 
Last week, we saw that one of the great reasons Jesus was born into this world was to destroy the 
works of the devil. 
 
The one who practices sin is of the devil; for the devil has sinned from the beginning. The Son of 
God appeared for this purpose, to destroy the works of the devil. – 1 John 3:8 
 
Today, we want to see that Jesus was sent by God for humble service to all, which would be the 
means through which He would destroy the works of the devil. 
 
Explanation 
 
1. A Sobering Revelation (43-45) 
The excitement of the crowd in light of Jesus’ power over the demons was the occasion on which 
Jesus tells His disciples again what lies ahead (in contrast to popular expectation). 
 

43 And they were all amazed at the greatness of God. But while everyone was marveling 
at all that He was doing, He said to His disciples, 44 “Let these words sink into your ears; 
for the Son of Man is going to be delivered into the hands of men.” 45 But they did not 
understand this statement, and it was concealed from them so that they would not 
perceive it; and they were afraid to ask Him about this statement. – Luke 9:43-45 

 
Jesus also mentions the resurrection but still the disciples are grieved as well as mystified as to 
how the Messiah of Israel would be killed. – Matthew 17:22-23; Mark 9:30-32 
 
Jesus reveals again that He is going to be the kind of Messiah who dies not the kind of Messiah 
who kills. This is one of the profound differences between Jesus and Mohammed. 
 
2. A Sinful Argument (46) 
What a contrast we see drawn here for us by Luke! The crowds are wanting to crown Jesus and 
the disciples are wanting to be crowned and Jesus is talking about being crucified! 
 

46 An argument started among them as to which of them might be the greatest. – Luke 
9:46 

At some point, Jesus asks them about their discussion. (Mark 9:33-34) Eventually, the disciples 
ask Jesus what He thinks. (Matthew 18:1) We are naturally mesmerized by upward mobility 
while the Christian way is downward mobility. You go up by going down. We see this in the 
illustration that Jesus uses. 



3. A Simple Illustration (47-48) 
Jesus uses a child as an illustration to answer their question about greatness. 
 

47 But Jesus, knowing what they were thinking in their heart, took a child and stood him 
by His side, 48 and said to them, “Whoever receives this child in My name receives Me, 
and whoever receives Me receives Him who sent Me; for the one who is least among all 
of you, this is the one who is great.” – Luke 9:47-48 

 
We see more of what Jesus had to say in Matthew (18:2-5) and also in Mark (9:35-37). When we 
put these passages together, we see a multi-faceted illustration that touches on the concepts of: A 
child, Being least, being last; Being great, being first; Conversion; Entering the kingdom, being 
the greatest in the kingdom; Humbling ourselves as a child; Receiving the child, Jesus and God; 
In Jesus’ name (trusting in Jesus’ name); Servant of all. So what is the point in all this? 
Childlikeness is a matter of both seeing and serving. Seeing ourselves as ‘least’ before God. 
Serving all, even the ‘least’ of society. The more childlike we are in our dependence on God 
through Jesus and the more we serve others, especially those who are the ‘least’ in society, the 
greater we are in the eyes of God! Not in immaturity or foolishness or ignorance. But in 
dependence and trust and helplessness. 
 
Application 
While resting in what Jesus has done for me, I am to put my hope in God for the good and the 
greatness my heart longs for, and I am to depend on God as the ‘least’ of all and serve even the 
‘least’ of all as God serves me. How does this passage encourage me to rest in Jesus? (Luke 
9:44) Does this still need to sink into our ears? Childlikeness begins and ends with dependence 
on what Someone else has done and can do for us. How does this passage encourage me to hope 
in God? (Luke 9:46) Why was being the greatest so important to the disciples? Because it 
promised the greatest happiness in the coming kingdom. Humble, unselfish service is hopeful 
service. Without a hope in God we become incredibly selfish in our lives and become something 
that no one will celebrate. 
 
How does this passage encourage me to pursue love? (Luke 9:48) Greatness is defined by love. 
Therefore, we must be ‘least’ in our minds and serve the ‘least’ with our lives in order to be 
great. Childlike humility in the service of others is the Christlikeness we are to pursue together. 
(Philippians 2:1-13) 
 

 We are to be united in one purpose: Christlikeness. (1-5) 
 We are to humble ourselves to serve each other. (6-11) 
 This is the nature of the obedience we are called to and that God is working in us. (12-13) 

 
Love is the ‘least’ I can do! The true celebration of Christmas is the ‘least’ we can do in 
dependence on God and service to all. 
 
 


