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KJV – Psalm 85:4-9 

 

“Clearing the way for Revival” 

     Open your Bibles to the 85th Psalm. 

Psalm 85:4-9 

4 Turn us, O God of our salvation, and cause thine anger toward us to cease. 

5 Wilt thou be angry with us for ever? wilt thou draw out thine anger to all generations? 

6 Wilt thou not revive us again: that thy people may rejoice in thee? 

7 Shew us thy mercy, O LORD, and grant us thy salvation. 

8 I will hear what God the LORD will speak: for he will speak peace unto his people, and to his saints: but 
let them not turn again to folly. 

9 Surely his salvation is nigh them that fear him; that glory may dwell in our land. 

The key text Psalm 85:6 “Wilt thou not revive us again: that thy people may rejoice in thee?”  

     One preacher said in the text you have the revival prayer, Wilt thou not revive us again: that thy 
people may rejoice in thee. Then he said in the text you have the revival people, Wilt thou not revive 
us! . . . again: that thy people. . . . may rejoice in thee.  

     Let’s have a show of hands in here this morning; who thinks Revival is for the unsaved, for the 
lost, a show of hands. 

     Ok, now who here thinks that Revival is for the saved, raise your hand. 

     REVIVAL. Its saved people getting thoroughly right with God, getting excited; getting revived. 
You can’t revive a dead person. You can only revive somebody who is alive.  

     Evangelism which always springs from revival has to do with winning the lost to Christ, but there 
is a difference between evangelism and revival.  

     You have in the text not only the revival prayer and the revival people but you have the revival 
product. Wilt thou not revive us again: that thy people may . . . . rejoice in thee. 
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    Joy is a product of revival. Christians getting excited, being happy rejoicing in the LORD.  One 
should read about the old Revivals of the past. We long to experience one of those revivals in our 
lifetime.  

     I can remember reading about the Revival in Wales that they had to reeducate the mules. That 
the old miners that cursed so bad; that after they got saved, born again, regenerated they had to 
retrain their mules because the animals didn’t know what they were saying, because God did a 
work in those men that only God can do. 

     Or what about the Revival of Billy Sunday where in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania in a three months 
time span, just ninety days there were over forty-eight thousands conversions. They said in that 
three month span there were 600 less people in the jails of Allegheny County, then there were in 
the same three months span the previous year. Revival, real revival by the Anointing of the Spirit of 
God.  

     I read a book written by a scholar, he said he was a scholar; and in his book he said, “that revivals 
are spontaneous, we have nothing to do with them”. Well that’s not true, if that’s true then why was 
David praying, “Wilt thou not revive us again: that thy people may rejoice in thee?” If they just 
happen, it they’re just accidents why was he praying that? 

     Revivals are not just accidents that just accidentally happen. May I say second revival is not a 
miracle; I mean in the true sense of a miracle, where God sets aside the laws of nature and does 
something contrary to the laws of nature. It’s not a miracle in that sense. 

     A revival is the results of the proper use of constituted means. But even the proper use of 
constituted means does not bring revival without God’s blessings. Just like the proper use of 
constituted means will not bring a crop, without God’s blessings upon that crop.  

     But to pray for a revival and to do nothing toward it, means that you will never experience 
revival in your life time. Why no revival, clearing the way for revival, alright here’s your sermon.  

1. No Revival because of unbelief!  

     I want to drive that point home, because we are living in a day where men really believe that in 
this age and in this dispensation you cannot have revivals.  

Malachi 3:6  

6 For I am the LORD, I change not; therefore ye sons of Jacob are not consumed. 

     For I am the LORD, I change not; God is the same, yesterday, today and forever more. He sent 
revival then and He can send revival now. In the book of James it says: Every good and perfect gift is 
from above, and cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness neither shadow 
of turning. (James 1:17)  
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God is the same. 

Unbelief, unbelief, unbelief……………….. 

James 4:2  

2 Ye lust, and have not: ye kill, and desire to have, and cannot obtain: ye fight and war, yet ye have not, 
because ye ask not. 

Ye have not, because ye ask not. 

1. No Revival because of unbelief!  

2. No Revival because of unconcern! 

     Do you remember when you first got saved, it was like when you first get a new car, oh you 
washed and cleaned it, kept it spotless. Made sure everything was just right, in its place and running 
good. You stayed like that awhile until you started getting a little busy. Then you missed a cleaning, 
you put off running the vacuum. Before long the newness wore of. 

     What about when you first got saved, you came to church, you prayed, you read and studied your 
Bible. Now what, we dread to come to church, because we have lost our fire, and unconcerned for 
our fellow man. 

     Some could care less if our neighbor goes to HELL, I GOT MINE! Unconcern, no passion for Souls. 

1. No Revival because of unbelief!  

2. No Revival because of unconcern! 

3. No Revival because of unconfessed Sin. 

     R. A. Torrey, an old preacher from the 50s and 60s 

Said these words --- 

“I can give a prescription that can bring a Revival to any Bible believing Church.” 

1. Let a few people, it need not be many get thoroughly right with God themselves. 

This is a prime essential; if this is not done the rest will come to naught. 

2. Let them band themselves together in prayer groups and pray for Revival until God opens 
the Heavens and come down. 

3. Let them put themselves at Gods disposal for Him to use as He sees fit in the winning of 
others to Christ. 
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That is all – I have given this prescription around the world, it has been taken by many Churches and 
many communities.  

I no instance has it ever failed and it cannot fail.  

     Let a few people, it need not be many get thoroughly right with God themselves. Let me ask 
you….. And don’t answer audio ably. But are you thoroughly, thoroughly, right with God at this  

very minute? 

a. Do you harbor any hidden inward secrets in the heart? 

b. A hidden thought or attitude. 

c. Any ill well or hatred? 

d. Is there any sin in your life right now that you are trying to hide? 

Proverbs 28:13 

13 He that covereth his sins shall not prosper: but whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall have 
mercy. 

     Unconfessed Sin disrupts the fellowship with God. 

 I John 1:9 

9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 

     Dwight L. Moody was holding a Revival Meeting and he said at the end of the service during the 
altar call for God’s people to get right with the LORD and confess their sins! One old man who had 
been saved for years, said I cannot remember all my sins, Moody said just knell down here with the 
rest of us and guess at them. He said he named them all off the first time. 

     No revival because of confessed sin, don’t think I can take your confession. I can’t, nor can priests 
or the pope. I do believe that verse says - If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our 
sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. It says; He is faithful and just to forgive and cleanse. 

1. No Revival because of unbelief!  

2. No Revival because of unconcern! 

3. No Revival because of unconfessed Sin. 

4. No Revival because of uncontrolled lives. 
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Ephesians 2:8-9 

8 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: 

9 Not of works, lest any man should boast. 

      But oh, Church let’s read on…………… 

Ephesians 2:10 

10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before 
ordained that we should walk in them. 

     Created in Christ Jesus unto good works. Being controlled by the Spirit means what? 

I Corinthians 10:31 

31 Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God. 

II Corinthians 5:17  

17 Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things 
are become new. 

     Hey, to be filled with the Spirit, means to be controlled by Spirit! Be ye separate, doth saith the 
LORD! Let the Holy Spirit fill you, let Him lead you, let Him guide you, let Him control you.  

1. No Revival because of unbelief!  

2. No Revival because of unconcern! 

3. No Revival because of unconfessed Sin. 

4. No Revival because of uncontrolled lives. 

5. No Revival because of unpaid debts! 

     Paul said in his letter to the Romans: 

Romans 1:14-16 

14 I am debtor both to the Greeks, and to the Barbarians; both to the wise, and to the unwise. 

15 So, as much as in me is, I am ready to preach the gospel to you that are at Rome also. 

16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one 
that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek. 
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     We must clear the way for Revival. We say that we believe, yet we do not believe that revival can  

come to us or in our time. We say that we care, yet we are unconcerned and have lost our passion  

for soul winning. We say that we are right and in fellowship with the Father, yet we are not even  

right with the Brother because of unconfessed sin. We claim that we are sanctified, yet we live  

uncontrolled lives being lead by the flesh and not the Spirit, being overpowered by the lust of the  

flesh, the lust of eyes and the pride of life.  

     Lastly we have forgotten to pay our debt, you see sin is a disease and we know what the cure is  

and can give the cure “the gospel” to them. Yet we sit on our blessed assurance and sign I shall not  

be moved with our unbelief, unconcern and unconfessed sin and wander why we can’t have Revival.  

Because we have not cleared the way for Revival. 


