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Our Amazing God       BCF December 22, 2013 

Introduction 

Have you ever investigated who your ancestors were? For many people this is an important part of their lives, 

particularly in countries like China and parts of Africa, where ancestor worship is still practiced. Of course, you 

have to be prepared to find some black sheep in your past. Various relatives have researched my family’s past, 

and found that Sir William Kingston was the Governor of the Tower of London  
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when Queen Anne Boleyn was sent there to be beheaded.  
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I also have an ancestor who fought on the losing side in the battle of Culloden,  
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which was the final attempt by the catholic Jacobites to overthrow the protestant king George II. I also found 

evidence that one of my forebears was descended from Danish pirates. 
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My wife was Beverly Mark before she finally agreed to marry me, and she is much more distinguished than I 

am; she has a genealogical book that claims descent of the Mark family from John Mark of the Bible! 

But I was reading one genealogy recently of a distinguished person that was really shocking. Four women were 

included in this genealogy. One of them was the descendant of a child born from incest, another had her child 

by sleeping with her father-in-law, another one was a prostitute, and the fourth was an adulteress whose 

husband was then murdered by her lover. Where does one have to go to find such sad stories, which could have 

been taken from the gossip pages and crime pages of today’s newspapers? Well, it turns out that you do not 

have to go farther than the first page of the New Testament, because the genealogy I am talking about is the 

genealogy of Jesus Christ, as recorded in Matthew 1. Let us read this together: 
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Matt 1:1-24 

A record of the genealogy of Jesus Christ the son of David, the son of Abraham:  

Abraham was the father of Isaac, Isaac the father of Jacob, Jacob the father of Judah and his brothers, Judah the 

father of Perez and Zerah, whose mother was Tamar, Perez the father of Hezron, Hezron the father of Ram, 

Ram the father of Amminadab, Amminadab the father of Nahshon, Nahshon the father of Salmon, Salmon the 

father of Boaz, whose mother was Rahab, Boaz the father of Obed, whose mother was Ruth, Obed the father of 

Jesse, and Jesse the father of King David.  
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David was the father of Solomon, whose mother had been Uriah's wife, Solomon the father of Rehoboam, 

Rehoboam the father of Abijah, Abijah the father of Asa, Asa the father of Jehoshaphat, Jehoshaphat the father 

of Jehoram, Jehoram the father of Uzziah, Uzziah the father of Jotham, Jotham the father of Ahaz, Ahaz the 

father of Hezekiah, Hezekiah the father of Manasseh, Manasseh the father of Amon, Amon the father of Josiah, 

and Josiah the father of Jeconiah and his brothers at the time of the exile to Babylon.  
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After the exile to Babylon: Jeconiah was the father of Shealtiel, Shealtiel the father of Zerubbabel, Zerubbabel 

the father of Abiud, Abiud the father of Eliakim, Eliakim the father of Azor, Azor the father of Zadok, Zadok 

the father of Akim, Akim the father of Eliud, Eliud the father of Eleazar, Eleazar the father of Matthan, Matthan 

the father of Jacob, and Jacob the father of Joseph, the husband of Mary, of whom was born Jesus, who is called 

Christ.  

Thus there were fourteen generations in all from Abraham to David, fourteen from David to the exile to 

Babylon, and fourteen from the exile to the Christ.    
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This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about: His mother Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but 

before they came together, she was found to be with child through the Holy Spirit. Because Joseph her husband 

was a righteous man and did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly.  
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But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, "Joseph son of 

David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy 

Spirit. She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from 

their sins."  
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All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: "The virgin will be with child and will 

give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel"-which means, "God with us."  

When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. 

But he had no union with her until she gave birth to a son. And he gave him the name Jesus. (NIV) 
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Let us take a look at this introduction to Matthew’s gospel and ask ourselves “what do we learn about God from 

this passage?” And what we learn is that we have an amazing God! 
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1. Our amazing God loves all nations and all people 

As we read the passage probably noticed that Matthew picks out four women to highlight: Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, 

and Bathsheba, the wife of Uriah the Hittite. And one thing that these women have in common is that none of 

them were Jewish or were descendants of Abraham. The historian Philo, who lived during Matthew’s time, said 

Tamar was from a Canaanite city. Rahab was a Canaanite citizen of Jericho; Ruth was a Moabitess, and 

Bathsheba was married to a Hittite and was probably a Hittite herself. And so Matthew, by including these 

foreigners in the genealogy of Jesus under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, was making a clear statement about 

the sort of people God loves. God loves all nations, and He demonstrated this by allowing Jesus to be born as 

the son of a Jewish woman, but also as the descendant of several Gentile women. God loves not just the Jews, 

but also Canaanites, Moabites, Hittites, Indians, Chinese, Nigerians, Americans, and even the English. What an 

amazingly loving God! 
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God shows His love by breaking down barriers 

Let us look at three ways in which God shows His love by breaking down barriers. These barriers were very 

high in Jesus’ day, and they still exist today in modified form. They are most clearly seen in an ancient prayer, 

which reads as follows in some modern Jewish prayer books, where Hashem means “the Name” 
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"Blessed are you, Hashem, King of the Universe, for not having made me a Gentile." 

"Blessed are you, Hashem, King of the Universe, for not having made me a slave." 

“Blessed are you, Hashem, King of the Universe, for not having made me a woman." 
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1. The barrier between Jew and Gentile. In Jesus’ time there was an enormous barrier between Jews and 

Gentiles. Jews for the most part despised and rejected non-Jews (or Gentiles), but Matthew’s account of 

Jesus’ ancestors inspired by the Holy Spirit shows how these barriers had already been broken down. 
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2. The barrier of social class. Jesus’ ancestors included both kings and common people, rich and poor 

people. In Jesus’ time the major class barrier was between slaves and free people; in our time it shows 

itself in all sort of ways, from disparaging remarks about residents of other towns or states to a snobbish 

attitude to the poor and less educated members of our society. 

Slide 

3. The barrier between male and female. In Jesus’ time women were often looked down on as inferior. The 

examples of Ruth and Boaz, David and Bathsheba highlight the importance of women in God’s 

kingdom. Both men and women have full access to God and to God’s blessing in Jesus Christ. And let 

us not forget the key role that women play in the life of the church; without their ministry BCF and 

probably all churches would be in a sad state.  
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The Jewish Pharisee Saul probably said this prayer daily before he became met Jesus and became the 

apostle Paul. After his conversion he summarizes the difference Jesus has made when he writes, perhaps 

with this Jewish prayer in his mind: 

Slide 

Gal 3:28 “There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for you are all one in Christ 

Jesus.” Jesus has broken down the barriers of race, class, and gender; we are all one in Him. 
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Our amazing God loves all nations and all people: do we? 
And there is a message here for us. Do we who call ourselves Christians show God’s love to those outside our 

immediate circle of friends? Do we have God’s heart for men and women who may be from a different social 

background or a different race than ours? God loves the whole world; do we love that little slice of it that we 

come into contact with daily? 
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2. Our amazing God uses broken people. 

We need to take a closer look at the women in this genealogy to understand this truth.  

We begin with Tamar. Her story is told in Genesis 38, and what a story it is! We read that Judah, one of the 

sons of Jacob and thus a great grandson of Abraham, married a Canaanite woman named Shua. They had three 

sons together: Er, Onan, and Shelah. Judah then arranged for Er to marry Tamar, but we are told he “was 

wicked in the LORD's sight; so the LORD put him to death.” As was the custom then, Tamar was given to the 

next son Onan as wife, but Onan refused to be a husband to her and so the Lord put him to death too. Judah then 

promised Shelah to Tamar when he grew up, but he never delivered on this promise, so Tamar took matters into 

her own hands and disguised herself as a prostitute. Judah slept with her, and Perez was born from this union. 

What a story! 

Our next woman is Rahab. She made her living in Jericho as a prostitute, but somehow she came to know about 

the God of Israel and to believe in Him, so when two spies came to scope out Jericho during the invasion by the 

Israelites under Joshua, she sheltered and protected them, and as a result her life was spared when Jericho was 

captured. She went on to marry a member of the tribe of Judah named Salmon, and one of her children was 

named Boaz. 

And this brings us to Ruth. She is one of the most attractive women in the Bible, one who stuck by her mother-

in-law Naomi after both Naomi’s husband and Ruth’s husband had died during a famine in the land of Moab, 

and who ended up marrying Boaz and becoming the great grandmother of King David. But she was a 

Moabitess, and the Israelites hated and despised the Moabites because of their origin but also because they had 

hired Balaam to prophesy against them while they were traveling to the Promised Land. Moab, the founder of 

the Moabites, was born from the incestuous union between Abraham’s nephew Lot and his oldest daughter. 

And so to Bathsheba, Solomon’s mother. She was married to Uriah, a Hittite and one of King David’s picked 

personal warriors. David committed adultery with her, and then had her husband murdered to cover up his 

crime. He then married Bathsheba, and Solomon was their second child. 

But the amazing thing is that God used each of these women, with all the failures in their lives, whether their 

failures or the failures of their ancestors or their father-in-law or their lover, and He redeemed them and used 

them to be part of the line of descent of His son Jesus. And He also used all the men too; some of them were 

godly, some of them like King Manasseh were absolutely awful. But all of them were sinners; everyone in 

Matthew 1, as in the rest of the Bible, is a sinner. But you know something? God used them all for His 

purposes, and God does not change! 

God is still in the process of using broken people.  

I do not know the history of everyone here, but I am sure that some of you are feeling broken and even useless 

right now. Perhaps you are in a marriage that has turned sour, or you have recently lost your job, or your 

boyfriend or girlfriend has dumped you or you are stuck in a dead end job or you have been the victim of sexual 

abuse or you have had an abortion and wish you could reverse it or you do are lonely and do not have any 

friends – and the list could go on and on. If this is your situation, take heart from women like Ruth. She was 

widowed and she was poor, and yet God used her faithfulness and blessed her and she became one more link in 
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the golden chain from Abraham to our Lord Jesus. And God does not change. His plan for your life will be 

different than for Ruth’s or any of the other people we have talked about, but His plan is to use you in some way 

for His glory, and this will also turn out to be for your blessing too. 
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3. Our amazing God amazingly became man.  
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Matthew 1:22 

All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: "The virgin will be with child and will 

give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel"-which means, "God with us."  

 

This is the most amazing and incredible event of all time; “God with us”, and yet we are so familiar with it that 

we more or less take it for granted. But it is the hinge of our faith as Christians; if Jesus was not God-in-the-

flesh, then he was no more than a great moral teacher, and we could accept or reject his teachings as we please 

with no significant consequences. But since He is God-in-the-flesh, then His teaching is the key to spiritual life.   

No other major religion has dared to make the claim that God became man, and the various Christian heresies 

such as Islam, Mormonism, and Jehovah’s Witnesses all deviate from true Christianity at this precise point. 

Slide  
G. K. Chesterton, in his detective stories “The Incredulity of Father Brown” has his Catholic priest-detective 

Father Brown say of the skeptics “They are all afraid of four words: ‘He was made Man.’” 

Let us think for moment about what it meant for our Lord Jesus to become man. 
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a. Jesus gave up His infinite power and authority to become subject to the limitations of a human baby.  

CH Spurgeon, in his inimitable style, described it this way: 
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“There is the finite and the Infinite, there is the mortal and the Immortal, corruption and Incorruption, the 

manhood and the Godhead, time married to eternity! There is God linked with a creature, the Infinity of the 

august Maker come to tabernacle on this speck of earth—the vast unbounded One whom earth could not hold 

and the heavens cannot contain—lying in His mother’s arms! He who fastened the pillars of the universe and 

riveted the nails of creation, hanging on a mortal breast, depending on a creature for nourishment! Oh, 

marvelous birth! Oh, miraculous conception! We stand and gaze and admire. Verily, angels may wish to look 

into a subject too dark for us to speak of!” 
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b. Jesus gave up perfect union and fellowship with God the Father and God the Holy Spirit to spend his earthly 

life among people who hated him and even his own followers deserted at the crucial moment. 

Slide 

c. Jesus gave up a life of perfect joy for a horrible death on the cross. 

 

And that leads to our next thought 
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4. Our amazing God became man to be our Saviour 
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Matthew 1:20-21 

"Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is 

from the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save 

his people from their sins." 

Jesus was born, not so that we could have a sentimental look at the baby in the manger, not so that millions of 

people could celebrate with an orgy of shopping 
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But that so He could give His life as a sacrifice for our sins 

Slide 
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Phil 2:6-12 

Christ Jesus, Who, being in very nature God,  

did not consider equality with God something to be grasped,  

but made himself nothing,  

taking the very nature of a servant,  

being made in human likeness.  

And being found in appearance as a man,  

he humbled himself  

and became obedient to death —  

even death on a cross!  

Therefore God exalted him to the highest place  

and gave him the name that is above every name,  

that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow,  

in heaven and on earth and under the earth,  

and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord,  

to the glory of God the Father.  
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5. Our amazing God does an amazing work in Christian believers 

There is a wonderful parallel between the birth of Jesus Christ and the new birth that He offers to those who 

believe in Him 

Jesus Christ was conceived by the Holy Spirit; in some miraculous way the Holy Spirit entered into Mary so 

that she became pregnant with our Lord. This demonstrates that it is possible for God to live in man. In Jesus’ 

case this was a one-and-only example of God living in man; Jesus was 100% God and 100% man at the same 

time. 

But Jesus then sent the Holy Spirit to earth, and men and women are born again when God the Holy Spirit 

dwells in their hearts to make them new creatures: 
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John 3:5-6 

Jesus answered, "I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless he is born of water and the 

Spirit. Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit.” 
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Col 1:26-27 

the mystery that has been kept hidden for ages and generations, but is now disclosed to the saints. To them God 

has chosen to make known among the Gentiles the glorious riches of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the 

hope of glory.  

So as Christian believers, we have the presence of Jesus Christ in our lives through the Holy Spirit 

 

In another parallel, Jesus had a lot of questionable people in His genealogy, but He was not negatively affected 

by this 

So it does not matter what your background is, or what your genealogy is; the promise is to you 
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John 3:16-18 

"For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish 

but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world 

through him. Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned 

already because he has not believed in the name of God's one and only Son 
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Gospel and jazz singer Ethel Waters was born in 1896 as the result of the rape of a 14-year old girl. She grew up 

a burden to her family, but went on to become a much loved singer. Among her many songs she is remembered 
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for “His Eye is on the Sparrow’ which she sang at Billy Graham crusades. At one point she said “There is more 

grace in God’s heart than there is sin in your past.” 

Are you burdened by sin or by despair? God knows you and loves you, and through Jesus Christ He opened the 

door to a new life with Jesus Christ at the center and grace and peace to you. Have you come to know and 

receive this great gift, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory? If you have not, and would like to know more, 

please talk to me after the service, and I will be glad to help you understand what the birth of Jesus Christ 

means to you. 

Why should I feel discouraged, why should the shadows come, 

Why should my heart be lonely and long for Heav'n and home, 

When Jesus is my portion? My constant Friend is He: 

His eye is on the sparrow, and I know He watches me: 

His eye is on the sparrow, and I know He watches me. 

I sing because I'm happy, I sing because I'm free, 

For His eye is on the sparrow, and I know He watches me. 

 

"Let not your heart be troubled," His tender word I hear, 

And resting on His goodness, I lose my doubts and fears: 

Though by the path He leadeth but one step I may see: 

His eye is on the sparrow, and I know He watches me; 

His eye is on the sparrow, and I know He watches me. 

I sing because I'm happy, I sing because I'm free, 

For His eye is on the sparrow, and I know He watches me. 

 

Whenever I am tempted, whenever doubts arise, 

When songs give place to sighing, when hope within me dies, 

I draw the closer to Him, from care He sets me free; 

His eye is on the sparrow, and I know He cares for me; 

His eye is on the sparrow, and I know He cares for me. 

I sing because I'm happy, I sing because I'm free, 

For His eye is on the sparrow, and I know He watches me. 


