
The Works of the Lord

Psalm 111

Intro:

Spurgeon:

It may be called The Psalm of God's Works intended to excite us to the work of praise.

John Coleman:

This is the first alphabetical Psalm which is regular throughout. The four former 
alphabetical Psalms, namely, Psa_9:1 and Psa_10:1, Psa_34:1 and Psa_37:1, are irregular 
and defective in many particulars, for the rectification of which neither Hebrew MS. editions 
nor ancient versions afford sanction and authority. It is singular that not only are Psa_111:1-
10 and Psa_112:1-10 perfectly regular, but, furthermore, that not one various reading of note 
or importance occurs in either of these Psalms. - John Noble Coleman.

=======

1} The Call to Worship

Psa 111:1  Praise ye the LORD. I will praise the LORD with my whole heart, in the assembly 
of the upright, and in the congregation. 

Note 1,

The Manner of Worship Required:

“with my whole heart”

Spurgeon:

Jehovah the one and undivided God cannot be acceptably praised with a divided heart, 
neither should we attempt so to dishonour him; for our whole heart is little enough for his 
glory, and there can be no reason why it should not all be lifted up in his praise.

Note 2,

The Place of Worship:

“in the assembly of the upright, and in the congregation.” 
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W. Wilson:

Two words are used, “assembly” and “congregation.” The former implies a more private 
meeting of worshippers, the latter the more public. The former may apply to the family circle 
of those who were celebrating the passover, the latter to the public worship connected with 
the feast. - W. Wilson.

2} The Cause of Worship

Q. What is the cause of our worship?

A. The Works of the Lord!

Note 1,

What the Works of the Lord are:

Psa 111:2  The works of the LORD are   great  , sought out of all them that have pleasure 
therein. 

Q. Are they to you?

Spurgeon:

In design, in size, in number, in excellence, all the works of the Lord are great. Even the little 
things of God are great.

Anec:

Valentina seeing the snow this afternoon.

Spurgeon goes on:

Those who love their Maker delight in his handiworks, they perceive that there is more in 
them than appears upon the surface, and therefore they bend their minds to study and 
understand them. The devout naturalist ransacks nature, the earnest student of history pries 
into hidden facts and dark stories, and the man of God digs into the mines of Scripture, and 
hoards up each grain of its golden truth.

Now,

Because the Works of God are great we read:

“sought out of all them that have pleasure therein.” 

Richard Baxter:
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Your studies of physics and other sciences are not worth a rush, if it be not God by them 
that you seek after. To see and admire, to reverence and adore, to love and delight in God 
appearing to us in his works, and purposely to peruse them for the knowledge of God; this is 
the true and only philosophy, and the contrary is mere foolery, and so called again and again 
by God himself. - Richard Baxter, 1615-1691.

Blaise Pascal:

Philosophy seeks truth, Theology finds it, but Religion possesses it. Human things must 
be known to be loved, but divine things must be loved to be known. - Blaise Pascal, 1623-
1662.

Note 2,

There is a particular work.

Psa 111:3  His work is honourable and glorious: and his righteousness endureth for ever. 

James Vidal:

The first thing that we notice is, that whereas the preceding verse spoke of the Lord's 
“works” in the plural number, this speaks of his “work” in the singular number; it would 
seem as if the Psalmist, from the contemplation of the works of the Lord in general, was, as it 
were, irresistibly drawn away to the study of one work in particular; his mind and whole 
attention, so to speak, absorbed in that one work' a work so preeminently glorious and 
divine, that it eclipses, at least in his eyes, all the other works, although he has just said of 
them that they are great, and sought out of all them that have pleasure therein. “The works of 
the Lord are great. His work is honourable and glorious.” My next remark is, that the words 
used in the original are different, and as the former more strictly signifies makings, or things 
made, so the word in this verse more properly imports a doing or a thing done, and this, 
perhaps, is not without its significance. It leads me to the inference, that from the 
contemplation of the great works of creation, God's makings, wonderful, and interesting, and 
useful as they are, the spiritual mind of God's servant rapidly passes to some greater deed 
which the Lord hath done, some more marvellous act which he has accomplished, and which 
he designates as an honourable and a glorious deed. Now, since I consider that he spoke 
before of Christ, as the visible and immediate agent in creation, without whom was not 
anything made that was made, can we hesitate long as to this greater work, the rather as to it 
is immediately subjoined the suggestive sentence, “And his righteousness endureth for ever.” 
Is not this doing, the making an end of sin, and the bringing in of an everlasting 
righteousness? Is it not the great mystery, in which, as in creation, though the Eternal Father 
is the Fountain source, the Original Contriver, He, the co-eternal Son, is the Doer the 
Worker? Is it not, in short, salvation, the all-absorbing subject of God's people's wonder, 
love, and praise? - James H. Vidal, in “Jesus, God and Man,” 1863.

Spurgeon {speaking of the work of Redemption} writes:

No other work can be compared with it: it honours both the Saviour and the saved, and while 
it brings glory to God it also brings us to glory.
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Note 3,

God wants his works to be remembered:

Psa 111:4  He hath made his wonderful works to be remembered: the LORD is gracious and 
full of compassion. 

Consider:

The required response in us!

Abraham Wright:

The sweet spices of divine works must be beaten to powder by meditation, and then laid up 
in the cabinet of our memories. Therefore, says the Psalmist here, “God hath made his 
wonderful works to be remembered”;

Note 4,

The Context of all his works:

Psa 111:5  He hath given meat unto them that fear him: he will ever be mindful of his 
covenant. 

Spurgeon:

The covenant of grace is the plan of the great work which the Lord works out for his people, 
and it will never be departed from: the Lord has set his hand and seal to it, his glory and 
honour are involved in it, yea, his very name hangs upon it, and he will not even in the least 
jot or tittle cease to be mindful of it. Of this the feeding of his people is the pledge: he would 
not so continually supply their needs if he meant after all to destroy them.

Note 5,

The Purpose of his Works

Psa 111:6  He hath shewed his people the power of his works, that he may give them the 
heritage of the heathen. 

Spurgeon:

We may well turn this verse into a prayer and ask to see more and more the power of the 
Lord at work among us in these latter days.
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Note 6,

The Character of his works:

Psa 111:7  The works of his hands are verity and judgment; all his commandments are sure. 
Psa 111:8  They stand fast for ever and ever, and are done in truth and uprightness. 

Joseph Caryl:

The works of God expound his word, in his works his word is often made visible. That is 
an excellent expression, “The works of his hands are verity and judgment.” The acts of God 
are verity, that is. God acts his own truths. As the works of our hands ought to be the verity 
and judgments of God, (every action of a Christian ought to be one of Christ's truths), so it is 
with God himself; the works of his hands are his own verity and judgments. When we cannot 
find the meaning of God in his word, we may find it in his works: his works are a comment 
an infallible comment upon his word. - Joseph Caryl.

Note 7,

The Culmination of all his Works:

Or, the Grand End of all his Works!

It is Twofold:

1} The Redemption of his People

2} The Honour of his Name

Psa 111:9  He sent redemption unto his people: he hath commanded his covenant for ever: 
holy and reverend is his name. 

“Redemption”

Isaac Saunders:

Praise our Triune Jehovah for his redemption. Write it down where you may read it. Affix 
it where you may see it. Engrave it on your heart that you may understand it. It is a word big 
with importance. In it is enfolded your destinies and those of the Church, to all future ages. 
There are heights in it you never can have scaled, and depths you never can have fathomed. 
You have never taken the wings of the morning, and gained the utmost parts of earth, to 
measure the length and breadth of it. Wear it as a seal on your arm, as a signet on your right 
hand, for Jesus is the author of it. O! prize it as a precious stone, more precious than 
rubies.... Let it express your best hopes while living, and dwell on your trembling lips in the 
moment of dissolution; for it shall form the chorus of the song of the redeemed throughout 
eternity. - Isaac Saunders, 1818.
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Q. Should men be called Reverend?

Spurgeon:

How good men can endure to be called “reverend” we know not. Being unable to discover 
any reason why our fellow-men should reverence us, we half suspect that in other men there 
is not very much which can entitle them to be called reverend, very reverend, right reverend, 
and so on. It may seem a trilling matter, but for that very reason we would urge that the 
foolish custom should be allowed to fall into disuse.

3} The Creed of Worship

Psa 111:10  The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom: a good understanding have all 
they that do his commandments: his praise endureth for ever. 

Lancelot Andrews:

Fear is not all then; no, for it is but the beginning. God will have us begin, but not end 
there. We have begun with qui timet Eum, “who fears him;” we must end with et operatur 
jutitiam, “and does justice,” and then comes acceptus est Illi, and not before. For neither 
fear, if it be fear alone; nor faith, if it be faith alone, is accepted of Him. If it be true fear, if 
such as God will accept, it is not timor piger, “a dull lazy fear”; his fear that feared his lord 
and “went and digged his talent into the ground,” and did nothing with it. Away with his fear 
and him “into outer darkness.” - Lancelot Andrewes.

Spurgeon:

It is its first principle, but it is also its head and chief attainment. The word “beginning” in 
Scripture sometimes means the chief; and true religion is at once the first element of 
wisdom, and its chief fruit.

“a good understanding have all they that do his commandments”

Henry Smith:

They which do the commandments have a good understanding; not they which speak of 
the commandments, nor they which write of the commandments, nor they which preach of 
the commandments, but they which do the commandments, have a good understanding. The 
rest have a false understanding, a vain understanding, an understanding like that of the 
scribes and pharisees, which was enough to condemn them, but not to save them. - Henry 
Smith.
“his praise endureth for ever.” 

Spurgeon:

The praises of God will never cease, because his works will always excite adoration, and it 
will always be the wisdom of men to extol their glorious Lord.

May God bless his word to our souls. Amen.
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