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Luke 2. It’s been read for us already. The larger section here, verses 1-20 and it is not a 
stranger to us at this time of the year, is it? This passage is often referred to among other 
passages but this stands out usually as Scripture as the Christmas story. There are lots of 
good reasons for that.

I’d like to draw your attention to verses 9-11 and especially in verse 10, is what we’re 
really going to spend the rest of our time with this morning. Something that I don’t think 
we’ve given attention to in the past and something we really want to see the Lord’s help 
in us digging out and really seeing what the Lord has for us here.

Verse 9 of Luke 2, “And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them,” that is, the 
shepherds, “and the glory of the Lord shone round about them: and they were sore afraid. 
And the angel said unto them,” what did the angel say? We know these verses by heart, 
right? “The angel said,” I’m going to translate a little more loosely than what we have 
here, “The angel said, Don’t be afraid.” That’s what that means, or “stop being afraid for, 
behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy,” that is, “I bring to you,” the angel says, 
“the gospel of great joy which shall be to all people.” Verse 11, “For unto you is born this 
day in the city of David a Saviour,” a Rescuer, “which is Christ,” the Messiah, “the 
Lord.”

What we have here as you go back with me to verse 10, something that really breaks into 
two major parts and I want to give it to you that way this morning. The angel says to 
them, as this most surreal scene descends upon these lowly, just normal, everyday maybe 
even peasants, shepherds. It’s evening time, at least, if not even later. It’s dark out and all 
of a sudden, heaven breaks into their whole world and sphere of experience. It’s a most 
astounding kind of scene here. “And the angel says, Don’t be afraid.” Then he says this, 
he says, “Don’t be afraid, behold I bring you the gospel of great joy,” that is, “good news 
of great joy.” Look into the second half of verse 10 and it says, “Behold I bring you good 
tidings.” Oftentimes I overlook this but the whole phrase there is all one word in the 
original language. It is the same word for “preach the gospel.” That is a single word or 
verb in the original, it’s the word euaggelizo, have you ever heard that before? Maybe 
not. Maybe you’re not awake. Have you ever heard the word “evangel”? Of course, you 
have. Or “evangelize” or “evangelist.” It all comes from the same word.
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This, though, is a verb which actually encompasses the whole phrase “bring you good 
tidings.” That is, “I bring you the gospel,” is really what the angel is saying and it’s 
important to note here, right off the top, is that he goes on to give the actual 
announcement of who it is that’s been born this very same night. What he says here, 
“Look, don’t be afraid.” It was very natural and instinctive for the shepherds to be afraid. 
I think we can relate to that and understand it was very normal for them to be that way 
but the angel says, “No, don’t be afraid.” And then he says, “For what I have for you is 
the remedy for your fear. I really want us to catch that and grasp that as the main point of 
our entire time in the word here this morning. What he says here, what really is the entire 
scope of biblical Christianity is captured right here in the angel’s statement for the angels 
says, “No, you don’t need to be afraid.” But the only way you can stop being afraid is to 
“behold the gospel of great joy.” This is what is being said. Fear here, is the opposite of 
the beholding the good news or the gospel and fear comes from not beholding the good 
news of great joy. To understand it also this way: a fear of God’s glory means that you 
haven’t yet or now presently, you’re not beholding the gospel of joy.

Go ahead and look with me here: specifically, what are the shepherd’s afraid of? 
Obviously, in verse 9, it says the angel comes down to them, the glory of the Lord shines 
all around them and they were, what? We know these words so very well: sore afraid. 
Modern translations, a lot of them state, “terribly frightened.” This wasn’t the kind of 
scenario where something just happened to startle them in the night. No, I guess you 
could say in that case, they would have been afraid or merely afraid but they are terribly 
afraid, horribly frightened. 

What are they afraid of? This is interesting because the truth is, they’re out there on the 
hillside or the pastor or wherever and they’re there and they’re in the dark. Shepherds in 
first century Palestine, they don’t bring their night light to their shepherding task and it’s 
completely dark. Now, it was a starry night, we know that for sure, right? There were 
stars shining and the star was shining but at the same time, it’s dark outside and it’s the 
kind of thing that if we’re honest with ourselves, okay, it’s dark and then they’re not 
afraid in the dark but when the light comes, then they’re afraid. For most of us, I 
especially think of when I was little, I remember being in my bedroom at night and if the 
lights were all off, no hall light, I was scared. Many of you were like that too, you were 
scared of the dark when you were little. You remember that. Then I would maybe let out 
a holler and somebody else would know, “Oh, the hall light needs to be on.” The light 
would flick on and I’d be fine. At least there is some degree of light. It’s interesting with 
that that I have two boys and they’re the exact same way. Same thing. It’s all dark and 
it’s like, ahhhh. The light comes on and okay, that’s good.

In the dark they’re fine, right? This is the case and the irony here of their fear is that in 
the dark they’re okay and they were used to it and all, but now they’re not afraid in the 
dark and then the light comes and they are afraid. What are they afraid of? It is the light, 
right? But what is it about the light? Think with me on this. It is what? It is a particular 
kind of light. It is something that has started shining down on them that they know is an 
otherworldly kind of manifestation or light. This light is a demonstration of God’s glory 
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and for them, they’re not processing everything about this but the angels, the angelic 
announcement, the light from heaven and it makes them afraid.

Now, the question is, why are they so afraid? I mean, the truth is that this is something 
glorious. This is something so incredibly hope-filled. This is the fulfillment of the 
promises of the ages. The question is: why are they afraid? Well, this started a long time 
ago, this kind of fear. The truth is, if we think about it enough, it’s the special grace of 
God to see to it that we begin in seeing him or hearing from him and being afraid or 
fearful of his glory or a manifestation of him. It’s a reminder, this kind of light as well as 
other things that the Lord does in our lives to this day, it’s a reminder that there is a God 
and it’s not us. Most essentially, that was what the light and the glory of God shining 
down that night was telling these shepherds and they may not have been able to articulate 
all of this but in their hearts deeply, they know that. They sense it and the message that 
we’re mere creatures and he is the Creator because he is now showing strength, light and 
glory that is totally beyond us and who we are. That’s the light that was shining.

Now, was it always this way for humankind and our response to God’s glory? Go with 
me to Genesis 3. This is the passage of the first man and woman and what happened to 
them. The Bible makes it clear here that initially their relationship with God was such 
that they walked with God in the cool of the day. What happened when they did that? In 
the context of all this, God’s glory shone on them and were they afraid? You want to say 
no or definitely not. No, they weren’t afraid. On this occasion, though, they hear him 
coming. We see this in verse 8, it says, “And they heard the voice of the LORD God 
walking in the garden in the cool of the day: and Adam and his wife hid themselves from 
the presence of the LORD God amongst the trees of the garden. And the LORD God 
called unto Adam, and said unto him, Where art thou? And he said, I heard thy voice in 
the garden, and I was afraid.”

We can see the stark contrast and the change that takes place. Adam says, “We heard 
you. We heard your coming, your presence, your glory,” if you will, “and we are now 
afraid.” It wasn’t meant to be that way. They had this ideal and right and healthy 
relationship with their Almighty Creator and friend but what happened to them? Most of 
us know the story. They had this right established relationship with God but something 
happened. A consultant, if you will, comes to them. A modern-day psychologist or 
counselor and he comes to them and says, “Hey, in order for you to be truly human, in 
order for you to be modern or up-to-date, you need to have control  of your own life. You 
don’t need this guy always telling you what to do, which tree to eat of and what to 
believe about him,” and so on and so forth. He says, “You can be your own gods.” 

Isn’t that what the serpent, Satan himself, is telling the first couple in the garden? It’s 
exactly what he’s saying. He says, “Wait a minute, you can be your own Master. Only 
you.” Does this sound familiar at all? “Only you can decide what is right for you, what is 
really moral for you in this day and age. You’re the one to decide that. You don’t let 
some objective absolute set of beliefs or some religious system dictate to you or an 
interpretation of an ancient book tell you what to believe and how to act and behave.” He 
says, “Only you should decide how to live and which tress to eat from.” And what did 
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they do? They decided, right? They decided to give heed to such counsel or to become 
modern people by becoming their own masters, their own gods. 

That is what Adam and Eve did on that very day. They said to God, “We’re going to be 
our own gods, thank you very much.” Right? “We know all of what you want and how 
nice it seems like it would be but we don’t think that you’ll do a very good job at being 
God for us so we’re going to do it ourselves.” That’s exactly the essence and the core of 
the fall of Adam and Eve.

Oftentimes people kind of trip over the fact that God leashed out all his judgment on 
them just because they ate an apple? You know, the story really is much bigger than that 
and we’ve got to delve in their hearts what it was they were saying about God and about 
themselves. This adds so much more understanding to verse 10 where it says, “We have 
heard the sound of you and we are now afraid.” Why are they afraid? I keep asking that 
question, right? It’s the fact that already they’ve made this decision and already it’s come 
home to roost for them. Just minutes or hours later, they sense and they cannot avoid this 
unmistakable instinctive conclusion that they are not suitable to be gods.

I suppose there are a number of ways that we could try to illustrate this. One that I came 
across is the whole scenario of imagine taking a job that the truth is, you’re very 
unqualified for. I mean, it’s almost like, “Well, how did this happen?” And you have the 
job and they’ve given it to you and they may not know exactly all your background but 
you have it and as you function in that capacity, you’re like, “Boy, I really don’t know 
perfectly how to do this.” There are times where your conscience gets the better of you 
and you kind of feel like a fraud but you get to the point where you cope and you do have 
some, at least at times, low level anxiety but you kind of prop yourself up with positive 
thinking and overconfidence. However, what happens when somebody comes to your 
work place and comes near you and watches you do your work and that person is 
perfectly qualified for your job and how does that make you feel? Lousy. It’s fear, isn’t 
it? It’s fear that you’ll be found out to be the incompetent imposter or fraud that you 
really are. That’s certainly what happens in that scenario.

The point here for us, of course, is that we, all of us, not just Adam and Eve, they got it 
started but we’re all on the same road and the same path, that we have become our own 
gods and we’ve taken on a job that we are dreadfully unqualified for. It is the case. We’re 
not capable of being our own masters and that’s why so much of the time, at the very 
least, people are so vulnerable to being afraid. We have so much fear because we’re 
trying to be in control of our lives and our life decisions but deep down inside, we know 
that we’re not in control. We don’t know what’s going to happen to us. Even if we make 
the best and wisest possible decision based on the information we have in front of us, we 
know that it all could come tumbling down like a house of cards the next minute, the next 
hour, the next day. That strikes fear in our hearts.

Oftentimes, let’s be candid about this with ourselves, the truth is this is a Christmas 
message even though this part of the application may not seem so, but really, oftentimes 
the people that struggle with fear the most are the same people that have such an 
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instinctive and natural drive and desire to control more of their lives and the more they 
want control, try and strive to control, the more there is just that nagging voice in the 
bottom of your heart, the back of your mind, that says, “No, you’re not. You’re not.” This 
is where fear of especially things that the Lord allows to happen in our lives that remind 
us, we’re not in charge. That’s what happened to the shepherds on that night for sure, 
among other things, but that was one of the things mightily communicated to them. We 
can try to suppress the nagging fear that we’re not in charge yet at the same time, when 
something happens or when the light comes and then we’re what? When God does 
something to just show how impotent, how powerless we really are, then we’re sore 
afraid. It’s what happens. We’re reminded that we’re not God. He reminds us that we’re 
mere creatures. We’re not in control.

This kind of experience is lived over and over again in the lives of so many people. For 
many of us and lots of people that we know, people that once upon a time in their lives 
they felt and acted like they had everything all together. They excelled in their career, 
they had more than enough money in their accounts and they were going places in life 
and their goals are getting achieved and they’re just humming right along and the truth is, 
for many of them, they don’t have any reason to believe in God. They’ve never had to 
feel like they actually needed him or never had come to the point where they have to take 
seriously the claims of the Bible and gospel faith. But what does happen for many of 
those people? And it is God being good to them when this happens. What happens? 
Something happens that shows them that in the things that matter most in life, they have 
absolutely no control. They don’t and they’re not nearly as all-sufficient or independent 
as they always fancied themselves to be. This is a work of God’s grace where he allows 
light to shine on us to allow you to plunge into some kind of financial problem or 
economic ruin. Anything that makes us see our inadequacy. This is God being gracious. 
This is allowing light to shine down upon shepherds to basically say, “Before anything 
else comes, it’s this. I’m God and you’re not.” How have you responded when God has 
done that to you? Or how are you responding today? We get anxious. We get angry when 
life doesn’t go the way that we know that it should. Have you stopped to consider it’s 
God’s mighty message to you that you’re not in control? 

Really, the first thing as far as the truth of Christmas, I know there’s a cultural 
understanding, an observance of Christmas, but the bottom line of what we really 
celebrate as the truth, the factual historical event that we remember as being Christmas, 
the first thing about Christmas is the birth of the Savior and it is a fear, an instinctive fear 
of the power and the glory of God. This is God’s grace at work. Before God brings 
people to himself he has to show them that they are insufficient without him and that 
scares them. Doesn’t it? Do you remember God working in your life in this way in some 
degree or other? God allows life to just come crashing down upon you to the point where 
it frightens you. It scares you that you are not God and God is God and that’s exactly 
what he’s showing us.

Now, fearful people, as you look back with me in verse 9, are being told not to fear. 
Why? This is the whole point of Christmas, the whole point of the passage here: the angel 
said, “No, don’t be afraid anymore but behold the gospel of joy. I am bringing to you the 
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good news of great joy.” This is the introduction to the announcement or the angelic 
message. He said, “I bring to you,” or rather, “I’m bearing to you the gospel of great joy 
which will be to all people.” The wording here, of course, is the good news of the gospel, 
none other than that word itself. The focus here is on the reality of this announcement.

What is the essence of what the angels are actually saying to the shepherds? And it’s not 
just the shepherds, it’s the grand announcement that is for the entire globe. What is the 
essence of this? It’s essentially this: that now God right in their very own village in which 
they were keeping sheep, God had now come down to earth. God was becoming man. 
He’d come down to actually touch planet earth. The great distance between God and man 
is now being bridged. This is the incredible, if you will, otherworldly and too incredible 
to be true message of Christmas. The thing for which we have been made is now being 
fulfilled even in context of us looking just moments ago at Genesis 3, the relationship that 
we were designed to have with our Creator God and Father and friend, that now what had 
been broken is now being renewed. The longing in our hearts. Think with me now: this is 
what is being announced to the shepherds, the longing that we have in our hearts for 
something greater, something more satisfying than we can ever experience throughout 
life, that there is this message now and this is what the angel says, “Good tidings of great 
joy. The joy for which you have been programmed,” if you will, “created with the 
capacity to know and experience and to taste on a regular basis.” This is the angelic 
message. The kind of thing where the sight or thrill and experiences that we have 
throughout our upbringing and on through our adulthood experiences, the things that tell 
us, “Yeah, this is good. This is great. This is satisfying but there is something greater out 
there.”

I cam across the story most of us know of the scholar and Christian apologist by the name 
of C. S. Lewis. Not all of us may know exactly how he came to real faith in Christ. He 
was on a walk late into the evening that ended up lasting almost all night, until 3 o’clock 
in the morning with a scholar friend. Lewis, at the time, was a young, very successful and 
aspiring English professor and he is an avowed atheist. He doesn’t believe at that point in 
anything of what we’re talking about here, anything of what we sang today or had sung 
before us. He doesn’t believe any of it and he’s challenged and confronted by this friend, 
a Christian friend. He says, “You know, Jack, the actual feelings you had when you look 
at a wonderful piece of art, a real masterpiece, and the sense that you have that there is 
real meaning to life, that there is some perfect order to the universe in which we live. 
There is some kind of ultimate truth.” And he went on to really beg the issue with him by 
drawing his attention to the automatic reaction and feeling that we get in response to 
great music or to the great stories that are written or even on a more experiential level, the 
first time that you ever fall in love. Do you remember that? Hopefully it wasn’t that long 
ago for you. Do you remember that? Maybe you were in middle school, hopefully older. 
Those feelings. One of the first times, I mean, just flooded your emotional being and your 
heart. It’s at those times that we sense that this is real joy but those joys, those fancies, 
never last. Lewis’ friend went on to tell him that they are joys but they’re not the joys that 
we were made for, made to enjoy and experience as the great fulfillment of things. This 
isn’t what we were made for but they are pointers to the one who made us and the one for 
whom we were made is what Lewis was challenged with. You can think with me on this: 

Page 6 of 8



there is joy from those kinds of things but there is also a kind of sense that there is 
something bigger and more over-arching than what we’ve ever been able to actually see 
and experience before. 

One of the many passages in Scripture that really does allude to this is Ecclesiastes 3:11. 
Solomon says that “God has set eternity in their hearts.” What does that mean? It means 
that you were created and designed to enjoy and partake in a relationship with your 
Creator God far beyond anything that you’ll ever be able to taste and experience this side 
of him. He set eternity in their hearts. The sense that there is something much bigger than 
us, much deeper and much more satisfying. 

Much later on, Lewis was quoted as saying in one of his WWII era radio talks and he said 
this, “If I find in myself,” this is after Lewis had become a Christian, “a desire for which 
there is no fulfillment, then I must be made.” He actually said it this way, “That it must 
be that I was made for another world.” I’ll try to say that again. “If I find in myself a 
desire for which there is no fulfillment, then I must conclude that the best explanation is 
that I was made for something bigger, for another world.” And this is, let’s all see this 
together today, this is what Christmas is all about. The angelic message and the 
announcement, the heavenly herald is that yes, God has now come all the way down to 
us. He has. The perfect reality has now come into being. Galatians 4:4, many of us know 
the wording, “In the fullness of time. When the fullness of time was come, God did,” 
what? “Send forth his Son.” God became flesh. That God now becomes accessible.

In the words of Tim Keller on this, he goes on to say, “The truth became a fact. An 
historical flesh-and-blood reality. Life as it should be has broken now into life as it is. 
The ideal,” that is, the perfect God himself, “the ideal now has become real.” John 1:14 
says it best, “The word became flesh and dwelt among us.” And what is the rest of the 
verse as well as verse 18? It says, “And we beheld it.” And this is what the angel is 
telling the shepherds on that very Christmas night and it’s what he’s saying is the 
ultimate remedy, the healing balm for all fear, for unnecessary fear.

The joy, now, has broken into life. This is what the name that is read in one of the 
passages that was read for us this morning, “You will call his name,” what? This is really 
all that we’re talking about. “You will call his name Immanuel.” How about one more 
time all together? You will call his name, what? Immanuel “which means God with us.” 
The words of the chorus, “O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Immanuel.”

So, contemplating this and really reflecting on it, many of you here today have professed 
to put your hope, your trust in this Savior that was born. Have you done that today? Some 
of you haven’t. Have you come to him and recognized that he holds, he offers to you 
freely with no merit of your own and no works for you to fulfill in order to feel worthy or 
deserving of it, that he offers freely the gift of grace and complete forgiveness because he 
took all of your sin debt upon himself on that cross for which he was born. He did it for 
you and have you come to him to freely accept? Say, “Yes, everything that you tell me 
about you and your gift and your offer of salvation is true.” Have you come to accept 
that? If you will, it is the great answer for your fear.
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And if you are trusting in Christ today, why are you still gripped with fear? Why? It can 
be a means of grace to show you that you are afraid of not being in control, afraid of 
being found out as this ultimate fraud. You really don’t know how to live your life the 
way that it should be lived but if you come to Christ and you’re still living a life being 
afraid, it’s because you’re not beholding the gospel of joy. You’re not dwelling in it. 
You’re not meditating on it.

Look back with me at verse 20 of Luke 2. Interesting statement, the angels tell the 
shepherds not to be afraid, right? Then he says, “Hey, we’ve got this good news for you, 
the gospel. So go and behold this gospel. Go see this baby in a manger in a stable.” So the 
shepherds do that, right? And what happens to them? Are they still afraid? Think with me 
now, I know I’ve been talking a little while, but think with me: the shepherds are told, 
“No, don’t be afraid. Behold the gospel of great joy.” And they do behold it and they go 
to the Savior’s parents and they go to the stable and they see him and they take it all in 
and what do they end up doing? Verse 20, it says, “And the shepherds returned,” they got 
the memo, right? They got the message, “glorifying and praising God for all the things 
that they had heard and seen, as it was told unto them.” They’re not rejoicing just because 
it’s all new and novel and that they’re a part of it, they’re rejoicing because they know it 
and see it for what it is, the gospel of great joy.

Let’s all close in prayer.

Our Father, we thank you for your word. We thank you for the ways that we’ve been 
insighted to adoration and worship of your matchless, unparalleled, glorious name and 
the name of your Son. We thank you for your Scripture and, Lord, we have prayed and 
trusted that your Spirit has accompanied the delivery of these words today. Lord, that 
you would minister to our hearts, that you would show us where we’re still afraid of 
being found out, not being in charge and in control. Lord, that you would heal us today 
with the gospel of great joy, the good news of your Son. We pray this in Jesus’ name. 
Amen.
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