
Is. 50:4-10 (WCF 18:3-4)  “In the Dark”  
 

For the Children:  Imagine you are in a very dark room – no light at all.  You need to find the door – but you are 
not certain which way to go.  You take a few steps, but is it the right direction?  Then someone opens the door 
and you can see light streaming in.  You know exactly which way to go, and there is no doubt about it.  
Sometimes God’s children feel they are losing their way to heaven.  They feel there is nothing in them that can 
help make it clear where they are going.  But the Lord Jesus is both the Door and the Light.  If we keep 
concentrating on Him, it will be clear which way we are going.  Questions:  Why do God’s people sometimes 
wonder if they really do belong to Him?  How do we “look” to the Lord Jesus when we can’t actually see Him?  
What is it about Him that gives us so much confidence that He can help us in our struggles of faith? 
 
 
Introduction:  
 
First Point: The Struggle to Partake of Assurance  

1) Believers in the Dark: V. 10 shows that even those who fear the Lord and obey Him may yet feel that 
they are walking in darkness, with no “light at the end of the tunnel.”  They may become spiritually 
“weary,” in need of sustaining (v. 4).  Art. 4 uses the language of v. 10, which it cites as a proof-text for 
the fact that “even such as fear Him…walk in darkness.”  Similarly, Art. 3 cites the same verse to prove 
that assurance is not of the essence of faith in such a way that believers may not have a long wait  or a 
struggle to partake of it 
 

2) The Essence of Faith: Art. 3 is often used to argue that assurance is not absolutely essential to faith – in 
contrast to LD 7, Q/A 21, which defines faith partly as “deep-rooted assurance.”  However, Art. 3 may 
also be read to mean that assurance is of the essence of faith, but not in such a way that precludes 
difficulty in partaking of it, experiencing it subjectively, enjoying and using it as we should.  This latter 
way is how we should view the struggle of the believer in v. 10 
 

3) Restoring Assurance: Restoring assurance is achieved the same way as restoring weakened faith - by 
looking to Christ, on the basis of His Word and Spirit.  V. 10 therefore directs the struggling believer to 
trust and rely upon the Name of the Lord.  His “Name” refers to His Person, attribute, works and Word.  
“trust” is another part of the definition of faith = personal “conviction” or “commitment.”  The assurance-
part of faith is restored by the trust-part looking to Jesus Christ according to His Word, with the help of 
His Spirit i.e., by trusting what we read about Him in the Bible, after praying for His help to do so 

 
Second Point: The Messiah’s Ability to Sustain Stru gglers  

1) The Disciple’s Attitude: Vss. 4-9 give us the credentials that make the Christ to whom we look worthy of 
our trust.  Vss. 4-5 tell us that God’s Servant listened perfectly to His Father daily, from morning to 
morning – the perfect Disciple.  This equipped Him (in His human nature) with the “tongue of disciples” 
so He could sustain the weary with the Word of God – better than any other.  He knows how to comfort 
those worn down by sin and doubt.  See Mt. 11:28 
 

2) Obedience in the Face of Hostility: This ministry brought great opposition.  Yet even then He persevered 
in doing His Father’s will – even to the point of offering Himself up to torture and death on the cross (v. 
6).  Even when faced with the question, “My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?” He maintained 
His perfect obedience to the plan of salvation.  He is perfectly equipped to answer our questions and 
doubts in the face of opposition 
 

3) Vindicated by the Father: Christ overcame, because He was certain His Father would help and vindicate 
Him (vss. 7-9).  No case would ultimately stand against Him. His condemners would be the ones who 
would “wear out like a moth-eaten garment.”  Therefore He set His face like flint against these attacks 
and endured until He saw that vindication.  He is thus perfectly equipped to teach us how to set our 
faces like flint against any attack – including attacks on our assurance.  He knows how to teach the 
weary to trust that in Christ, there is now no condemnation for us!.  The call to trust in v. 10 is based on 
the fact the Messiah trusted His Father in vss. 4-9.  Because of Him, the “seed of God” remains in the 
believer and assurance may be revived in due time by the operation of the Spirit (Art. 4, also citing v. 10) 

 
Conclusion: 


