
Parental Instruction (2)  Hymns 13, 293, 639

Two weeks ago we began a short series of messages on the theme of Parental Instruction—if you recall that
first  sermon  was  largely introductory,  wherein  I  suggested  5  introductory principles  and 3  motives—[1]
Religious Instruction is an essential part of Christian parenting (that is, though religious instruction isn't the
whole of parenting, it's a vital part of it), [2] Religious Instruction is the responsibility of both parents (there I
sought to reconcile the church and home as primary places of religious instruction), [3] Religious instruction
takes place in a variety of ways (family worship, Lord's day evening discussions, private times with individual
children), [4] Religious Instruction must be bathed in fervent prayer (unless God build the house, they who
labor in vain), and [5] Religious instruction must first begin with oneself (lack of spiritual health is a primary
hindrance to consistent Christian parenting)...

Motives—[1] The God-given responsibility of parents (that is, parents are entrusted with children and will give
an account for how they raided them), [2] The native depravity and need of children (that is, all children are
both enslaved to sin and Satan, and under the wrath and displeasure of God), and [3] The privileges and
pleasantness of religion (that is, true religion brings many benefits for this life, as well as benefits for the life to
come)...

Thus—having established the FACT of parental instruction, I now intend to begin answering the question of
the CONTENT of parental instruction—that is—what are we to instruct or teach our children about—simply
put—we are to teach our children about God, His law, His gospel, conversion, and obedience—we come this
morning to the first of these—God...

I.   What We Should Teach About God
II.  Why We Should Teach About God 

I.   What We Should Teach About God

A. His being

1. That  is—we must  teach our children about the divine perfections of God—His attributes or character
traits...

2. His mercy, grace, love, patience, compassion, faithfulness, wisdom, knowledge, righteousness, justice, and
anger... 

3. Ps.34:11—"Come, you children, listen to me; I will teach you the fear of the LORD"—this Psalm is a very
personal Psalm...

4. The Psalmist  was recounting the Lord's  mercy  toward  him,  in  delivering  him from the  hands  of  his
enemies (v4)...

5. He thus desired that others would—"taste and see that the LORD is good" (v8)—that the saints would fear
the LORD (v9)...

6. He then turns his attention to the children—"Come, you children, listen to me; I will teach you the fear of
the LORD" (v11)...

7. Many of you will know, that by "the fear of the LORD" is meant—a heart felt KNOWLEDGE of who God
is...

8. To fear God is to know God—to know God is to fear God—knowledge of God and fearing God are
synonymous...

9. To fear God is to have the knowledge of His divine perfections—brought to bear upon us as redeemed
sinners... 

10. Now—as I mentioned two weeks ago—parents are not able to give their children a heart felt knowledge of
God...

11. But—they can fill their minds with a true knowledge of God—they can teach their children diligently
about God... 



12. They are not able to make their children fear God—but they are able to teach them about God and His
attributes...

13. Thus—here  I  want  to  suggest  fives  ways  in  which  parents  need  to  teach  their  children  about  God's
attributes...

14. [1] Teach them true of the Trinity—that is—all of these perfections are equally true of Father, Son, and
Spirit...

15. Dear brethren—we must be very clear to our children—there is one God—and this one God is Trinitarian
in nature... 

16. Children's Catechism—"Q. Are there more gods than one? A. No, there is only one God. Q. In how many
persons does this one God exist? A. In three persons. Q. Who are they? A. The Father, the Son, and the
Holy Spirit..." 

17. Now—personally I don't know if any good illustrations to teach this—I suggest we simply teach the truth
of it...

18. There is only ONE God—who eternally exists in three co-equal, distinct persons—the Father, Son, and
Spirit...

19. The Father eternally begets the Son, the Son is eternally begotten of the Father, and the Spirit eternally
proceeds from the Father and Son...

20. Thus—the Father is God, the Son is God, and the Spirit is God—yet, there are not three but only ONE
God...

21. Everything true of the Father is true of the Son and Spirit—they equally and eternally share in these
attributers... 

22. [2] Teach them entirely—by this I mean—we must teach our children about ALL and not some of His
attributes...

23. They must know about His love, grace, and mercy, but they also need to know about His justice, holiness,
and wrath...

24. We need to give an accurate portrayal of God—we mustn't give a distorted, incomplete, or partial picture
of Him...  

25. Now—the temptation here is to omit the sterner attributers such as His holiness, justice, righteousness, and
anger... 

26. But brethren—it is never too early to teach your children about God—about everything Scripture says
about God...

27. Christian parents  must  teach their  children about  God's  love,  mercy,  and grace—and His  justice  and
holiness...

28. [3] Teach them graciously—by this I mean—we must  be sure to portray God as good,  gracious, and
perfect...

29. Thus—even when we teach our children about God's sterner attributes—they in no way detract from His
goodness... 

30. I really believe there is a sense in which we can reduce God's attributes to this single word—GOD IS
GOOD...

31. Ex.33:18-19—"And he said, Please, show me Your glory. Then He said, I will make all My goodness pass
before you, and I will proclaim the name of the LORD before you. I will be gracious to whom I will be
gracious, and I will have compassion on whom I will have compassion..."

32. Ex.34:5-7—"Now the LORD descended in the cloud and stood with him there, and proclaimed the name
of the LORD. And the LORD passed before him and proclaimed, The LORD, the LORD God, merciful
and gracious, longsuffering, and abounding in goodness and truth, keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving
iniquity and transgression and sin, by no means clearing the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon
the children and the children's children to the third and the fourth generation..."

33. There is a sense in which we here find the perfect Parent instructing His child concerning His own divine
perfections...

34. The total sum of these attributes is described as His "glory," "goodness," and "name"—in ch.33 and verses
18 and 19...
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35. They  are  then  elaborated  on  in  ch.34  verses  6-7—"merciful,  gracious,  longsuffering,  abounding  in
goodness and truth (keeping mercy and forgiving sin), by no means clearing the guilty (just, holy, and
righteous)..."

36. In short—for those who trust Him (in Christ)—He is faithful to forgive them—for those who rebel—He
will punish them...

37. Notice—both of these are true of God—and thus they need to be taught our children—He is gracious and
just...

38. But—and here is my point—all of His attributes could be reduced to His goodness—because He is good
he forgives and because He is good He punishes...

39. Thus—while we must teach all of His attributes—notice the overall emphasis—mercy,  grace, patience,
goodness, faithfulness—forgiving—and—punishing...

40. Henry Venn [The Relative Duties on the Method of Instructing Children]—"The first thing in which all
children should be thoroughly instructed is that God is good and gracious, and that the earth is full of His
goodness..."

41. [4] Teach them by example—by this I mean—we can show them as well as tell them about the nature of
God...

42. Now—historically we distinguish between His communicable and incommunicable attributes—that is—
those attributes that communicates to us in part, and those He does not...

43. For example—His self-existence, eternality,  and omnipresence—are things true only of God—they are
incommunicable...   

44. But other attributes—such as His holiness, mercy, grace, knowledge and wisdom—are communicated to
us in part...

45. Thus—here is my point—there is a sense in which we can teach our children about God by the way we
live...

46. Now—this is especially true when our children are very young—there is a sense in which they will blur
the two...

47. That is—largely they will see or behold God in us—Christian parents reflect the character of God to their
children...

48. Now—obviously I am in know way suggesting we teach our children we are God—but we are to live
Godly...

49. And I suggest we are able to illustrate three communicable attributes to our children—justice, grace, and
love..

50. Justice—as we discipline them (especially with the rod when their younger)—we are showing them what
God is like...

51. Grace—as we pull them close to us after administered the rod—and we extend undeserved kindness and
mercy...

52. Love—as we tangibly and verbally affirm our affection for them—we show them how God loves His
people...  

53. [5] Teach them as manifest in Christ—that is—one reason Christ came, was to make known the character
of God...

54. Jn.1:18—"No one has seen God at any time. The only begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, he
has declared Him..."

55. The eternal Son of God became a man—so that He would become our substitute, bear our sin, and atone
for sin...

56. But—in addition to that—He also came as a revelation of the character of God—in order to show us the
Father... 

57. Thus—one important way to teach our children about the character of God is to follow Christ through the
gospels...

58. Teach them about His justice and holiness (in cleansing the temple), and His compassion and love (as He
wept over Jerusalem)...

B. His works 
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1. Historically—we distinguish between God's work of creation, redemption, and providence—these are His
works...

2. Now—before  we  briefly  look  at  these—let  me  simply  say—though  we  distinguish  these—they  are
related...

3. God's work of creation sets the backdrop for His work of redemption, which is brought to fruition in His
work of providence...

4. [1] His work of creation—the fact that God created all things in 6 literally days—is the foundation to all
else...

5. Children's Catechism—"Q. Who made you? A. God. Q. What else did God make? A. God made all things.
Q. Why did God make you and all things? A. For His own glory..."  

6. Now—I doubt I need to remind you of the importance of this topic in a day when professing Christians
espouse evolution...

7. Teaching our children about God's creation has many benefits—for one it's a means to teach them about
God's glory...  

8. Ps.19:1—"The heavens declare the glory of God; and he firmament shows His handiwork. Day unto day
utters speech, and night unto night reveals knowledge..."

9. Rom.1:20—"For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes are clearly seen, being understood
by the things that are made, even His eternal power and Godhead, so that they are without excuse..."

10. Charles Spurgeon—"There are two books from which we learn about God—the book of Scripture and
creation..."

11. [2] His work of redemption—by this is meant His eternal plan of saving sinners through the work of His
Son...

12. Though the work of creation is great—the work of redemption is greater, and it reveals more clearly the
glory of God...

13. [3] His work of providence—by providence is meant—God's  work of sustaining and governing all  of
creation... 

14. Ps.78:2-7—"I will open my mouth in a parable; I will utter dark sayings of old, which we have heard and
known, and our fathers have told us. We will not hide them from their children, telling to the generation to
come the praises of the LORD, and His strength and His wonderful works that He has done. For He
established a testimony in Jacob, and appointed a law in Israel, which He commanded our fathers, that
they should make them known to their children; that the generation to come might know them, the children
who would be born, that they may arise and declare them to their children, that they may set their hope in
God,  and  not  forget  the  works  of  God,  but  keep  His  commandments...(Deut.4:9;  6:20;  Ps.111:2-6;
Ps.145:4-7)..."

15. Let me say in the first place—the NT quotes and applies v2 to Christ—and Him instructing His disciples
(children)...

16. The Scriptures  at  times  refer  to  Christ  as  a  Father  and His  beloved disciples  as  children—He's  here
instructing them...

17. But—obviously—the Psalm is intended to instruct parents (fathers), on the WHAT and WHY of parental
instruction... 

18. [a] The WHAT of parental instruction—there are two things taught—the works (v4) and words of God
(v5)...

19. The WORKS of God, v4—"We will not hide them from their children, telling to the generation to come
the praises of the LORD, and His strength and His wonderful works that he has done..."

20. The WORDS of God, v5—"For He established a testimony in Jacob, and appointed a law in Israel, which
He commanded our fathers, that they should make them known to their children..."

21. This likely refers to the Law given at Sinai—which also includes the ceremonial and civil laws which
followed it...

22. But—here I want to focus upon the works of God—and our need as parents to teach them to our beloved
children...
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23. Verse 4 refers to the Exodus, God's wilderness provisions, and the defeat of the Canaanites in entering the
Land (vv12-16)...

24. The  phrase—"the  praises  of  the  LORD"—refer  to  the  praises  Israel  sang  to  God  in  response  to
redemption...

25. In other words—fathers were to teach the historical facts of God delivering and providing for His beloved
people...

26. Now—let me ask you—are we as New Covenant Christians to teach our children the same historical
facts...

27. YES—and we must teach them in the same way Old Covenant saints taught them—as evidence of God's
covenantal strength and love...

28. Furthermore—we must show from these works His justice and wrath—in that He destroyed those in the
wilderness who rebelled...

29. [b] The WHY of parental instruction, v6—"That the generation to come might know them...that they may
arise and declare them to their children, that they may set their hope in God, and not forget the works of
God, but keep His commandments..."

30. This instruction is basically twofold—that our children may set their hope (trust) in God and keep His
commandments...

C. His word 

1. We must not only teach our children about God's being and works—but we must also teach about His
Word...

2. [1] Its authority—that is—we must teach our children that the Bible is the final authority on every single
issue... 

3. It matters not what man says, regardless how educated he is, and regardless how common his opinion
becomes...

4. Dear brethren—we are not merely to teach our children Scripture is our authority—we must show them in
our lives...

5. Heidi Cook (daughter of Pastor Albert martin—"[I remember] family devotions where no question asked
with respect was off limits, and always, ALWAYS, the Bible was opened to find the answers..."

6. [2] Its sufficiency—that is—the Scriptures are sufficient with regards to how we live for God in every area
of life...   

7. 2Tim.3:16-17—"All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for
correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for
every good work..."

8. Now—many of you will know that by "the man of God" is specifically meant the minister of the New
Covenant...

9. But surely brethren—the principle is true of every Christian—Scripture is "sufficient" for every area of
life...

10. [3] Its unity—that is—we must teach our children that the Bible is actually one book—with one basic
message...

11. That  single message is—The glory of God in the salvation of sinners,  in and through the Lord Jesus
Christ...

12. Dear brethren—what a rich heritage to leave to your children—a covenantal understanding of your entire
Bible...

II.  Why We Should Teach About God 

A. To show the transcendence of God 

1. The first reason our children need a knowledge of God is because it will  lead to a humbling view of
oneself...
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2. In fact—from the very beginning our children need to learn that life is not about them—there's one far
greater...

3. All by nature, our children included, are born with a inflated view of themselves—as if life evolved around
them...

4. John Calvin—"Nearly all the wisdom we possess, that is to say, true and sound wisdom, consists of two
parts: the knowledge of God and of ourselves..."

5. John Calvin—"It is certain that man never achieves a clear knowledge of himself unless he has first looked
upon God's face, and then descends from contemplating him to scrutinize himself..."

6. Ps.8:3-4—"When I consider Your heavens, the work of Your fingers, the moon and the stars, which You
have ordained, what is man that You are mindful of him, and the son of man that You visit him..."

7. Isa.6:5—"Woe is me, for I am undone! Because I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a
people of unclean lips; for my eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts..."

8. Mk.10:17-18—"Now as He was going out on the road, one came running, knelt before Him, and asked
Him, Good Teacher, what shall I do that I may inherit eternal life? So Jesus said to him, Why do you call
Me good? No one is good but One, that is, God..."

9. This young man thought that Christ was merely a teacher and not the Son of God—thus our Savior's
response—"Why do you call me good..."

10. This  was  the  root  of  his  problem—he  thought  he  was  pretty  good  because  he  externally  kept  the
commandments...

B. To show the imminence of God 

1. The word "imminence" refers to the "nearness of God"—that is—that God is closely involved with His
creation...

2. While there is a sense in which God is transcendent (distant from us)—He is also near us, working among
us...

3. This of course is a truth that's lost on our present generation—they've become actual or at least practical
atheists...

4. One reason, though not the only one, is because their parents never taught them about the being, works,
and word of God...

5. Thus—our children has to be convinced—that though God is beyond us (in some sense), He's very close to
us (in another sense)...

6. In other  words—we have to provide them with a Christian worldview—that  sees  the  world as  God's
world...

7. Acts 17:24-28—"God, who made the world and everything in it, since He is Lord of heaven and earth,
does not dwell in temples made with hands. Nor is He worshiped with men's hands, as though He needed
anything, since He gives to all life, breath, and all things. And He has made from one blood every nation
of  men  to  dwell  on  all  the  face  of  the  earth,  and  has  determined  their  pre-appointed  times  and the
boundaries of their dwellings, so that they should seek the Lord, in the hope that they might grope for Him
and find Him, though He is not far from each one of us; for in Him we live and move and have our
being..."

C. To show the know-ability of God 

1. It's easy to think of God as an abstract concept—but our children must  lean that God is a personable
being...

2. That our goal isn't merely to teach them about God—but it's for them, through Christ, to come to know
God...

3. Heb.11:6—"But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that
He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him..."
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