
John (56): Jesus and the blind beggar         Hymn 142, 410, 390 
 

Having been away from the gospel of John for some time, I want to begin with a brief review—if you 

remember John records 7 sign miracles in the first 11 chapters (turning water into wine, healing the nobleman's 

son, healing the lame man at the pool in Bethesda, feeding the 5000, walking on water, healing the blind 

beggar, and raising Lazarus from the dead)...    
 

These miracles are expressly called SIGNS because they intend to point to (teach) three closely related 

things—[1] His identity as God's eternal Son—that is, through this miracles we behold the glory of God—we 

behold His divinity—who can give sight to the blind, healing to the sick, and life to the dead, but the Son of 

God...  
 

[2] His work of salvation—that is, the physical miracles are illustrations that teach us about our need for 

salvation—there is a sense in which each miracle (though a literally event), serves as a living parable of 

spiritual truth (in these sign miracles we not only behold His identity as the Son of God but the Savior of the 

world)...     
 

[3] His heart of compassion—though these miracles are primarily intended to teach spiritual truth, they also 

illustrate our Savior's compassion for mankind—thus, He feeds them, heals them, and delivers them from 

demon possession...    
 

Thus, as I've said, we come in chapter 9, to the sixth of seven sign miracles, the healing of the blind beggar—

thus while the actual miracle takes place in vv6-7, the entire chapter is taken-up with it—fundamentally, the 

chapter can be divided into three sections—Jesus' interaction with the blind beggar (vv1-12), the Pharisees' 

interaction with the blind beggar (vv13-35), and Jesus' second encounter with the blind beggar (vv35-41)—

wherein our Savior provides several practical lessons in light of the miracle (both to the blind beggar and 

Pharisees)... 
 

I.   A Question—vv1-2 

II.  A Response—vv3-5  

III. A Miracle—vv6-7 

IV. A Reaction—vv8-12 
 

I.   A Question—vv1-2 
 

1. Verses 1-2—"Now as Jesus passed by, He saw a man who was blind from birth. And His disciples asked 

Him, saying, Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind..." 

2. How His disciples knew he was born blind, we are not told—it's possible that our Savior told them, v1—

"He say a man who was blind from birth..." 

3. Or else, it's likely the way he looked, made it evident, that he had been begging his entire life—this wasn't 

anything new... 

4. Furthermore, as we read further into the account, the neighbors testified, that it was his habit to sit and beg 

(v8)...   

5. V2—"And His disciples asked Him, saying, Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born 

blind..." 

6. It was a common belief among the Jews, that all defects or disabilities, were the direct result of that 

person's sin... 

7. Thus, they assumed, that people born blind or lame, were born that way because of sin committed by the 

parents... 

8. Furthermore, some Jews believed that unborn children could sin in the womb, thus, it's possible that his 

own sin caused this blindness... 

9. The Pharisees said of him, v34—"You were completely born in sins"—that is, either your own or your 

parents... 

10. Thus—the disciples ask Him this rather common question, that set's up this entire incident, that runs the 

rest of the chapter... 
 

II.  A Response—vv3-5  
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1. V3—"Jesus answered, Neither this man nor his parents sinned, but that the works of God should be 

revealed in him..." 

2. Our Savior answers their question plainly—the man wasn't blind because of any specific sin of his or his 

parents... 

3. Now, this of course does NOT deny, that all sickness and disability is ultimately, the effects of Adam's 

first sin... 

4. Death and all that comes with it, is ultimately the result of sin, in this broad sense—had Adam never 

sinned, no person would have been born blind, deaf, or lame... 

5. A.W. Pink—"All suffering is remotely due to sin, for if sin had not entered the world there would have 

been no suffering among humankind. But there is much suffering which is not due immediately to sin. 

Indirectly the Lord here rebukes a spirit which all of us are prone to indulge. It is so easy to assume the 

role of judge and pass sentence upon another..." 

6. Furthermore, our Savior isn't denying that sometimes, God does bring sickness as the result of personal 

sins... 

7. But—what our Savior says is—in this particular case, his blindness wasn't due to any personal sin (of his 

or his parents)... 

8. He then provides the ultimate reason behind his blindness—"but that the works of God should be revealed 

in him..." 

9. That is—ultimately speaking—this man was born blind, so that Christ would glorify God in giving him 

sight...   

10. V4—"I must work the works of Him who sent Me while it is day; the night is coming when no one can 

work..." 

11. In other words—the Father sent Him into the world for a specific task—to heal, to preach, and to suffer for 

our sins... 

12. Our Savior speaks of His entire life as a "day"—"the night is coming when no one can work"—that is 

death...  

13. V5—"As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world"—as long as My day continues, I will work 

the works of My Father... 

14. Now—before I move onto to verses 6-7 (and our third main heading), let me suggest three obvious 

lessons... 

15. [1] God sovereignly determines who, when, and how a person is born—now, this obviously needs 

clarification...  

16. As I've already said, God originally made man upright and perfect—man come from God's hands without 

flow... 

17. Thus—there is a sense in which all death, decay, sickness, and imperfection—is to be blamed on man, not 

God... 

18. But—there is another sense in which, God Himself sovereignly determines the specifics of all these 

things... 

19. Why are people born blind, deaf, lame, or with a number of other disabilities, but because God purposed 

it...     

20. Ex.4:10-11—"Then Moses said to the LORD, O my Lord, I am not eloquent, neither before nor since You 

have spoken to Your servant; but I am slow of speech and slow of tongue. So the LORD said to him, Who 

has made man's mouth? Or who makes the mute, the deaf, the seeing, or the blind? Have not I, the 

LORD..." 

21. [2] God allows (decrees) disabilities in order to make His glory known—that is, He purposes these things 

for a reason... 

22. From eternity past, God decreed or purposed that this man would be born blind, so that His Son would 

heal him... 

23. The primary purpose behind his blindness, was that Christ might be glorified in giving him sight 2000 yrs 

ago... 

24. A.W. Pink—"God has His own wise reasons for permitting sickness and disease; ofttimes it is that He may 

be glorified thereby. It was so in the case of Lazarus (Jn.11:4). It was so in connection with the death of 

Peter (Jn.21:19). It was so in the affliction of the apostle Paul (2Cor.12:9). It was so with this blind beggar: 
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he was born blind that the power of God might be evidenced in the removal of it, and that Christ might be 

glorified thereby..." 

25. But—what is true of this man, is also true of us all—why did God allow (decree) all the bad things in our 

lives... 

26. I recently read a story about a lady who when she was just a baby, was in a horrific fire, which burned 

85% of her body...  

27. All of her life she says she suffered from serious depression, rejection, bullying, and even thought of 

suicide... 

28. But then eventually she became a Christian, and realized, that God allowed these things for her to reach 

others... 

29. Now, she intends to spend her life, giving glory to God, and encouraging others who've endured similar 

things... 

30. Or else, think of Nick Vujicic, born without limbs (no arms or legs), and yet for years has glorified God all 

over the world... 

31. Most of you know of Joni Eareckson Tada—who when she was 18 became paralyzed from her shoulders 

down (she has written 50 books, sold numerous paintings, and albums)... 

32. She's repeatedly said, that God sovereignly purposed her accident, that His glory would be made known in 

her... 

33. And yet, this text would bear the weight of a further principle that is very important and exceedingly 

personally... 

34. For example—think of a person raised in a non-Christian home, who witnessed and experienced all sorts 

of evil... 

35. Let's say their parents divorced (or perhaps they were raised by a single parent), they experienced abuse 

and neglect... 

36. Now—remember what I've said, God's sovereignty in no way, denies that man is responsible for his 

actions... 

37. Every evil deed done by her parents, will be addressed in the day of judgments, or in the person of Jesus 

Christ... 

38. But—because God is sovereign, He has ordained these things, He has purposed these things for specific 

reasons...  

39. Thus, the all-important question—WHY—"That the works of God may be revealed in them"—that God 

would be glorified...  

40. Now—I am greatly tempted at this point, to belabour this point, especially in light of my experience as 

chaplain in a City Mission (I was literally entrenched in the lives of men and women who's lives were so 

broken)... 

41. But—just think of myself—why did I go off and lead such a heinous, wicked, and openly profane 

lifestyle...  

42. Well—in one very important sense—Because I was a wicked and profane person, and thus I can't blame 

anyone but myself... 

43. And yet—I have to ask this additional question—WHY did God allow, permit, and yes (in one sense 

purpose) these things... 

44. So that I would give Him glory—that He would receive glory as the whole world beholds and know my 

story... 

45. [3] God has predetermined a specific length of time for every person to live—every person has been 

assigned "a day"... 

46. For some this day lasts a very short time (in some cases only minutes), in other cases, it lasts many 

decades (80, 90, or 100 yrs)... 

47. J.C. Ryle—"The life that we now live in the flesh is our day. Let us take care that we use it well, for the 

glory of God and the good of our souls..." 

48. Thus—if we all viewed this life as a passing day—a day that will soon end—I trust our perspective would 

change... 

49. What is of real importance—what really lasts—what are the things we should be majoring on during this 

life... 
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50. Now—before I go any further, let me remind you—that our righteousness before God isn't ours but 

Christ's... 

51. That is—we aren't right with God because we've diligently and consistently worked, but He worked His 

entire life... 

52. But—brethren—our Savior says—"the  night is coming when no one can work"—death is coming for us 

all... 

53. For some of us—the day is coming close to an end—it's the late hours of the evening, the sun is beginning 

to set... 

54. Fundamentally, the principle that I'm here after is THE PRECIOUSNESS OF TIME—the day is running 

out... 

55. For example, let's say the Stauffer men had a large job to finish, so they show up at the sight early in the 

morning... 

56. And let's say the work was such that it could only be done in the daylight—it's simply too dangerous for 

the dark... 

57. Thus, Mr Stauffer would tell his boys—Sons, we only 12 hours of daylight, thus we must work before 

night comes... 

58. We must use our day wisely—we must be good and wise stewards with every minute of every single 

hour... 

59. And thus, as the day moves on, they are constantly looking at their watches—knowing time is running 

out... 

60. That's how we have to look upon this life—it's but one day—and we have work that needs to be 

completed... 

61. Now—I suggest, that if we were to fast forward in our minds, to the day's end, our priorities would 

change... 

62. [a] Love God more—my friends, when our day ends, no person will regret spending too much time with 

God... 

63. No person is going to regret, they were too consistent in church attendance, they attending too many 

church meetings... 

64. My friends, we each are given only one day—and that day is very short—be wise in determining your 

priorities...  

65. [b] Love family more—I suggest at the end of this day, as we look back over it, we will never regret the 

time spent loving our families... 

66. [c] Love others more—that is, time is running out, spend your time on eternal things, things that truly 

matter...   

67. Sharing the gospel with others, selflessly assisting others in the church, and helping others with various 

needs... 

68. Matt.6:19-20—"Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where 

thieves break in and steal; but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust 

destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal..." 
 

III. A Miracle—vv6-7 
 

1. V6—"When He had said these things, He spat on the ground and made clay with the saliva: and He 

anointed the eyes of the blind man with the clay. And He said to him, God, wash in the pool of Siloam 

(which is translated, Sent). So he want and washed, and came back seeing..." 

2. This particular miracle is comprised of three things—an activity, a commandment, and a complete 

healing... 

3. [1] An activity, v6—"When He had said these things, He spat on the ground and made clay with the saliva; 

and He anointed the eyes of the blind man with the clay..." 

4. There have been several theories suggested in answering the question—Why our Savior healed him this 

way... 

5. Personally, I think the best answer is, to teach us, He uses various means to achieve His purposes in nature 

and grace... 
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6. J.C. Ryle—"The only answer to such questions is, that our Lord would teach us, by His peculiar mode of 

proceeding here, that He is not tied to any one means of doing good, and that we may expect to find 

variety in His methods of dealing with souls, as well with bodies..." 

7. God isn't tied to any particular means to achieve His purposes—He can heal by word, touch, or through 

mud... 

8. Leon Morris—"Jesus performed His miracles with a sovereign hand and He cannot be limited by rules of 

procedure. he cured how He willed..." 

9. [2] A commandment, v7a—"And He said to him, God, wash in the pool of Siloam (which is translated 

Sent)..." 

10. Since John translates the word for his readers, it seems likely that our Savior intended to teach the man 

something... 

11. J.C. Ryle—"Why are we specifically told that the word Siloam means Sent, or He that was sent?—The 

most probable answer seems to be, that the name of the fountain was meant to refer the blind man's mind 

to the Messiah, whom God had SENT..." 

12. Repeatedly, throughout John's gospel, we find our Savior describing Himself as sent into this world by His 

Father... 

13. V4—"I must work the works of Him who sent Me"—He came in fulfilment to that eternal covenant 

between Him and His Father... 

14. The Son comes into the world as the Apostle, the Sent One, who comes from heaven in obedience to His 

Father... 

15. Thus—I don't think there was any ignorance in the clay, the significance was in the act of washing in the 

pool... 

16. What our Savior was telling this blind beggar (and us by inference), there's healing only in the SENT 

ONE...   

17. There is forgiveness by washing in His blood, and there's healing through the washing of regeneration by 

His Spirit... 

18. Alexander Maclaren—"The lesson to be learned is that the fountain in which we have to be cleansed 'from 

sin and from uncleanness,' whose waters are the lotion that will give eyesight to the blind, the true 

'fountain of perpetual youth,' which men have sought for in every land, is Christ Himself..." 

19. [3] A complete healing, v7b—"So he went and washed, and came back seeing"—he was totally and 

perfectly healed... 

20. Thus, while there was no healing properties in the pool, he was healed by Christ as he obeyed His 

command... 

21. Now—we will see, when we get to the end of the chapter, that this healing was purely physical and not 

spiritual... 

22. But nevertheless, even this demanded some measure of faith on his part—he had to obey what Christ told 

him...  

23. [a] Christ saves through various means—as I've said, this is the primary reason He healed in different 

ways... 

24. Sometime Christ healed by simply speaking, at other times He touched them, at other times He used 

means... 

25. But here is the point—Christ heals sinners, He saves sinners, in a variety of ways, using a variety of 

means... 

26. For example, when I was first converted, the City Mission sent me to upper state NY, to attend a Bible 

Institute... 

27. Most people at the school were fresh from High School and 18 yrs old—I was from the Mission and was 

26 yrs old... 

28. I had to share a room with three other students, who each came from various backgrounds and 

upbringings... 

29. One of my roommates was a young man named Robert, who grew up in the church and was saved while 

young... 

30. I can remember one night as we were talking, he confessed that he wished he had a testimony similar to 

mine... 
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31. But—I recall telling him, that though our testimonies were very different, the Lord has brought us to the 

same place (literally)... 

32. I can further illustrate this with my own children, of my three daughters I've baptized, each has their own 

unique story... 

33. The church is filled with tragic stories of men, who've attempted to make their story the standard for 

others... 

34. J.C. Ryle—"The Lord of heaven and earth will not be tied down to the use of any one means of 

instrumentality. In conferring blessings on man, He will work in His  own way, and will allow no one to 

prescribe to Him. Above all, it should teach those who have received anything at Christ's hands, to be 

careful how they measure other men's experience by their own. Have we been healed by Christ, and made 

to see and life? Let us thank God for it, and be humbled. But let us beware of saying that no other man has 

been healed, except he has been brought to spiritual life in precisely the same manner...Enough for us if 

the cure is effected and health restored. If it is, we must leave it to the great Physician to choose the 

instrument, the means, and the manner—the clay, the touch, or the command..." 

35. [b] Christ always saves through faith—here I mean, regardless how varied individual conversions are, they 

all contained the same thing, we did what Christ commanded... 

36. Our Savior told Him to go and wash in the pool of Siloam—"So he went and washed, and came back 

seeing..." 

37. So too—every sinner ever saved, was saved the same way—they did what Christ told them—they obeyed 

the gospel... 

38. Now—just put yourself in his shoes—this man put's mud on your eyes and sends you to wash them in a 

pool... 

39. And this is the problem with native man—he refuses to stop trusting himself, and come to Christ for 

salvation... 

40. John MacArthur—"Just as the blind man was healed only when he obeyed Jesus' command and washed in 

the pool of Siloam, so also are sinners saved only when they humbly and obediently embrace the truth of 

the gospel..." 
 

IV. A Reaction—vv8-12 
 

1. Verses 8-12, describes the response of neighbors and others, as they witnessed the change that happened in 

the beggar... 

2. It appears at first they were uncertain whether or not the healed man was the same blind beggar they had 

seen... 

3. V8—"Therefore the neighbors and those who previously had seen that he was blind said, Is not this he 

who sat and begged..."  

4. Is not this the man who regularly and continually sat in the same spot everyday, and begged those who 

walked by... 

5. They likely witnessed him sitting in that spot and begging for years if not decades—every day, week, 

month, and year.... 

6. And yet, the thing is—it seems they never really paid that much attention to him—they saw him but never 

really cared... 

7. For why else they not ever be able to identify whether or not he was the blind beggar—some said he was, 

others said he kind of looked similar... 

8. The formerly blind beggar himself said to them—"I am he"—yes, I am the same man who saw everyday 

for years... 

9. Thus—I want to close by suggesting we behold in the incident—a picture of fallen man, and a reminder of 

our Savior... 

10. [1] A picture of fallen man—we must remember, our Savior's miracles were signs pointing to spiritual 

truth... 

11. Thus—I suggest that within this blind beggar, we learn three sobering facts about man in his natural 

condition...  

12. [a] He is rejected—this is seen in that he was begging outside the temple, deemed unfit to rightly worship 

God... 
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13. Jn.8:59—"Then they took up stones to throw at Him; but Jesus hid Himself and went out of the temple, 

going through the midst of them, and so passed by. Now as Jesus passed by, He saw a man who was blind 

from birth..." 

14. Those who were physically blind, deaf, lame, or stricken with disease were deemed unclean and unfit for 

worship... 

15. Under the OC, the temple was the place where God met man, it was the place where the two were brought 

together... 

16. The fact that such people were not allowed access into the temple, illustrated that man is by nature unfit 

for God... 

17. Richard Phillips—"The blind man was outside the temple, since his malady disqualified him from entering 

those holy grounds. This is the situation of man in sin. Corrupted by iniquity, blind in our hostility to His 

ways, we may not draw near to God to receive His blessings. Adam having sinned, was cast out from the 

garden paradise, all mankind, likewise have sinned, is alienated from God and barred from his holy 

presence..." 

18. [b] He is wretched—that is, native man is miserable and pitiable—he is a spiritual and moral, filthy 

beggar... 

19. [c] He is helpless—we are blind beggars—we are unable or helpless to do anything to change our 

condition... 

20. [2] A threefold reminder of our Savior—there are three truths about our Savior in this passage—He's 

sovereign, powerful, and loving... 

21. [a] He is sovereign—that is to say, there were no doubt hundreds of other beggars outside the temple that 

day...  

22. Why did our Savior "see" this one—why did He stop and heal this man—but because He gracious chose 

to... 

23. Notice, in this instance the beggar didn't cry out for help or healing—our Savior sovereignly approached 

him...  

24. [b] He's powerful—our Savior not only had a loving heart toward him, but also power to heal and change 

him... 

25. He is the Light of the world—He can very easily give sight to the blind, and just as easily give life to 

sinners... 

26. J.C. Ryle—"Such a miracle, above all, is meant to make us hopeful about our own souls and the souls of 

others. Why should we despair of salvation while we have such a Savior? Where is the spiritual disease 

that He cannot take away? He can open the eyes of the most sinful and ignorant, and make them see things 

they never saw before. He can send light into the darkest heart, and cause blindness and prejudice to pass 

away..." 

27. [c] He's loving—v1 has become one of the favorite verses in this chapter—"Now as Jesus passed by, HE 

SAW a man who was blind from birth..."  

28. This man sat in the same spot every day and begged, and yet apparently very few people even noticed 

him... 

29. Everybody walked by him, giving him little thought or concern—even though he sat outside the temple 

gates...  

30. Oh my dear friends—what a large heart our Savior has—though everyone else ignored him, our Savior 

didn't... 

31. V1—"He saw a man who was blind from birth"—He saw everything about the man, into his mind, heart, 

and past... 

32. He saw Him thoroughly and affectionately—He saw more than merely his blind eyes, but his blind soul as 

well...  

33. My friends, we must do better at this—we simply can not continue to walk by such people without seeing 

them... 

34. Now—I am not here talking about actual beggars who stand on the corner with cardboard signs asking for 

money (this is something we all have to wrestle with for ourselves with an open Bible and good 

conscience)... 

35. But—what I'm talking about is something far more common and infinitely more severe—spiritually blind 

beggars... 


