
John (14)                             Hymns 227, 59, The Power of the Cross  

 

I mentioned last week—beginning with chapter 2, John transitions from the testimony of John the baptist to 

the testimony of Christ's works—thus within chs.2-12—John selects 7 miracles, called signs, that bear witness 

of His person and work... 

 

Now—additional to these 7 sign miracles, John records several works and words of our Savior that have the 

same intent—that is—to point to His divine person and atoning work—thus such activity as Christ cleansing 

the temple has enormous theological significance—like last week—I want to apply this passage both 

theologically and practically... 

 

Yet—before I come to this passage—I want to suggest two things byway of introduction [1] its relation to 

what preceded—in the previous passage we find Jesus' first sign miracle—here we find His first public work—

the changing of water to wine was largely private—this is public—the other took place at a wedding—this 

takes place in the temple—thus I think it's very significant to understand—our Savior's first truly public act—

was cleansing the temple... 

 

[2] Its relation to what follows—I must underscore here that verses 13-22 form a single passage with the single 

or common theme of the temple—in vv13-17 our Savior cleanses the temple, and in vv18-22 He foretells it's 

destruction and resurrection—by which, as we shall see next week, He meant—"the temple of His body"—but 

I'm forced for sake of time, to divide the passage in two parts—considered vv13-17 this morning, and vv18-22 

next week... 

 

I.   The Cleansing Explained  

II.  The Cleansing Applied   

 

I.   The Cleansing Explained  

 

1. From v12 we learn—Jesus walked from Capernaum, down to Jerusalem, about a 100 miles—John says 

"up to Jerusalem" as it was elevated above its surroundings... 

2. Thus—we learn at the outset—our Savior fully kept the OC laws, even though it demanded, walking a 

great distance...  

3. As He came Jerusalem He entered the temple—He finds merchants—and He cleanses the temple of these 

tradesmen... 

4. [1] WHEN was it cleansed, v13—"Now the Passover of the Jews was at hand, and Jesus went up to 

Jerusalem..." 

5. Now—before I go any further—I need to address what has been a source of conflict and tension for many 

critics... 

6. According to Matthew, Mark, and Luke—Jesus cleanses the temple at the end of His ministry just prior to 

His crucifixion... 

7. Thus the controversy—did Jesus cleanse the temple at the end of His ministry (Matthew, Mark, Luke), or 

beginning (John)... 

8. Some have suggested that John, for various theological reasons, has placed this cleaning here out of 

chronological order... 

9. Most agree it's more probable that Jesus cleansed the temple twice—at the beginning and end of His 

ministry... 

10. The Passover was one of three yearly Feasts wherein—every Jewish male was forced to travel to 

Jerusalem...    

11. John is careful to record four Passovers during Jesus' earthly ministry—one at the beginning, two in the 

middle, and one at the end... 

12. Thus—Christ cleansed the temple at the beginning of His ministry as He entered Jerusalem to keep the 

Passover... 

13. [2] WHY was it cleansed, v14—"And He found in the temple those who sold oxen and sheep and doves, 

and the money changers doing business..." 
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14. Now—it needs to be understood that the fact that men sold animals and changed money—wasn't itself the 

issue... 

15. Men would have travelled from many miles away, and would have been in need of lawful animals to 

sacrifice...  

16. Furthermore—these foreigners would have had need of exchanging their money for shekels—the temple 

coinage... 

17. Pink—"No foreign coin, with its emblem of submission to an alien king, was allowed to pollute the 

Temple. Thus there came to be need of money-changers, not only for the Jew who had come up to the 

feast from a remote part of the empire, but even for the inhabitants of Palestine, as the Roman coinage had 

displaced the shekel in ordinary use..." 

18. Thus—there are two possibilities as to WHY our Savior cleansed the temple—because WHERE and 

HOW business was done... 

19. [a] Because WHERE these men were doing business—that is—because they set up their tables in the 

temple... 

20. V16—"And He said to those who sold doves, Take these things away! Do not make My Father's house a 

house of merchandise..."  

21. Thus while our Savior didn't condemn their business in principle—it's possible He disapproved of its 

location...   

22. Now—this temple in Jerusalem is sometime called Herod's temple—because Herod was in the process of 

renovating it... 

23. Generally speaking there were three temples in Scripture—[i] Solomon's, [ii] Zerubbabel's, and [iii] 

Herod's...  

24. The temple was basically divided into three sections—there was The Most Holy Place—where only the 

High Priest went yearly... 

25. There was the Holy Place where the priests labored every day—and then there were the various outer 

courts... 

26. These outer courts divided the people into three sub groups—Jewish men, Jewish woman, and then 

Gentiles... 

27. While we are not precisely told where the money changers and sellers were located—history tells us in the 

court of the Gentiles... 

28. It seems that various businesses were set up here—selling everything from sacrificial animals to 

souvenirs...  

29. Simply put—these animals and merchants had NO right to be in the temple—that was a place for 

worshipers... 

30. R.C. Sproul—"Prior to this time, the booths for the sale of the animals and the exchanging of the money 

had been set up across the Kidron Valley, up on the slopes of the Mount of Olives, significantly removed 

from the temple complex. But by Jesus' time, for the sake of convenience, the outer court, the court of the 

Gentiles, had been transformed from a place of worship and prayer to a place of commerce...it was this 

inappropriate location for these legitimate activities that so incensed Jesus..." 

31. [b] Because HOW these men were doing business—that is—because they did so with greed and 

covetousness... 

32. This was clearly the issue behind the second cleansing, Mk.11:17—"My house shall be called a house of 

prayer for all nations. But you have made it a den of thieves..." 

33. That is—they were profiting over their sales dishonestly or excessively—they were preying on the needs 

of others... 

34. Pink—"The poor were shamefully cheated, and the worship of God has hindered and impoverished instead 

of being facilitated and enriched. The worshipper who came to the temple seeking quiet and fellowship 

with God had to push his way through the touts of the dealers, and have his devotional temper dissipated 

by the wrangling and shouting of a cattle-market. Yet although many must have lamented this, no one had 

been bold enough to rebuke and abolish the glaring profanation. But the Lord Jesus Christ could not suffer 

His Father's house to be reproached thus. Zeal for God consumes Him and without hesitation He cleanses 

the temple of those who defiled it..." 

35. [3] HOW was it cleaned, v15—"When He had made a whip of cords, He drove them all out of the temple, 

with the sheep and the oxen, and poured out the changers' money and overturned the tables..." 
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36. From where our Savior took the cords we are not told—very possible they were used in relation to the 

animals... 

37. But either way—our Savior ties several of them together as a whip, not to drive people, but the sheep and 

oxen... 

38. Now—some have asked the question—How could Christ drive the merchants out without any opposition 

from the Jews... 

39. Well—the best answer seems to be—our Savior drove them out in the evident authority of His heavenly 

Father... 

40. This was His Father's House—zeal for that House had consumed Him—He had come for this very 

purpose... 

41. Lenski—"As God's Son, who has the Son's right in this house and the Son's power over this house, Jesus 

uses his right and his power. And the Father supports his Son by lending his act power to drive these 

Temple desecrators out through the Temple gates in wild flight..." 

42. Thus—I simply want to mention in passing—that this portrayal of our Savior may not match what many 

think of Jesus... 

43. Here's a man consumed with zeal for the glory of God and the purity of His worship—a man filled with 

righteous anger [Isa.59:17-18]... 

44. V16—"And He said to those who sold doves, Take these things away! Do not make My Father's house a 

house of merchandise..." 

45. The disciples—made an obvious connection between what they saw and heard with what they read in 

Psalm 69... 

46. V17—"Then His disciples remembered that it was written, Zeal for Your house has eaten Me up [Psalm 

69:9]..." 

47. In other words—the fact that Christ describes the temple as His "Father's House"—reminded them of 

Psalm 69... 

48. The Greek word rendered "zeal" is the same word often rendered "jealousy"—it literally means—"to boil 

over..." 

49. It refers to a very deep desire that results in fervency of spirit—He was zealous or ardent for His Father's 

House... 

50. He says this ZEAL—has "eaten Him up"—that is—He was consumed with it—He was overflowing with 

it... 

51. Lenski—"The public ministry of Jesus begins with an act of holy wrath and indignation. The Son cleans 

his Father's house with the lash of the scourge. No halfway measures, no gradual and gentle correction will 

do in a matter as flagrant as this..." 

 

II.  The Cleansing Applied   

 

A. To Christ  

 

1. Before I come to these three broad applications—I need to remind you of something that I've mentioned 

before... 

2. The OC tabernacle and then temple—typified Christ, the collective church, and individual believers or 

Christians... 

3. Christ is the cornerstone and foundation of the temple, the church is the building, and Christians are the 

individual stones... 

4. Thus—the cleansing of the temple—was intended to teach us two important and related lessons about 

Christ... 

5. [1] Judgment of the Jews—that is—in cleansing the temple Jesus foreshadowed the destruction of the 

temple and judgment of the Jews...  

6. Now—the actual destruction of the temple would take place 40 years later by the Romans in the year AD 

70... 

7. Thus—right after He cleanses the temple the second time, He gives His famous discourse on the temple's 

destruction... 
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8. Mk.13:1-2—"Then as He went out of the temple, one of His disciples said to Him, Teacher, see what 

manner of stones and what buildings are here! And Jesus answered and said to him, Do you see these great 

buildings? Not one stone shall be left upon another, that shall not be thrown down..." 

9. Thus—in cleansing the temple—our Savior is portrayed as a righteous Judge purging His people from 

hypocrisy...  

10. Mal.3:1-3—"Behold, I send My messenger, and he will prepare the way before Me. And the Lord, whom 

you seek, will suddenly come to His temple, even the Messenger of the covenant, in whom you delight. 

Behold, He is coming, says the LORD of hosts. 2 But who can endure the day of His coming? And who 

can stand when He appears? For He is like a refiner's fire and like launderer's soap. 3 He will sit as a 

refiner and a purifier of silver; He will purify the sons of Levi, and purge them as gold and silver, that they 

may offer to the LORD an offering in righteousness..." 

11. This passage is a wonderful prophecy of Christ—a prophecy that not only foretold Christ, but John the 

Baptist (v1a)... 

12. [a] He would be sought by some—"and the Lord, whom you seek...in whom you delight"—this refers to a 

remnant of Jews including His disciples (Jn.1:35-51)... 

13. [b] He would come to His temple—"He will suddenly come to His temple, even the Messenger of the 

covenant..." 

14. [c] He would purify the nation, v2—"But who can endure the day of His coming? And who can stand 

when he appears? For He is like a refiner's fire and like launderers' soap..." 

15. This purging was illustrated in the cleansing of the temple—but fully accomplished in the temple's 

destruction... 

16. Matt.3:8-10—"Therefore bear fruits worthy of repentance, and do not think to say to yourselves, 'We have 

Abraham as our father.' For I say to you that God is able to raise up children to Abraham from these stones. 

And even now the ax is laid to the root of the trees. Therefore every tree which does not bear good fruit is 

cut down and thrown into the fire..." 

17. [2] Fulfilment of the OC—that is—Christ came not only to cleanse but replace the temple—He came to 

fulfill all that it shadowed or typified... 

18. V19, 21—"Jesus answered and said to them, Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up...v21 

But He was speaking of the temple of His body..." 

19. In other words—the physical temple was typical of Christ's physical body—He is God's New Covenant 

temple... 

20. Thus—Christ came to replace the OC temple—He came to fulfill everything associated with the OC 

temple... 

21. He's the NC High Priest, sacrifices, altar, and temple—everything in the OC temple shadowed or typified 

Christ... 

22. Here—I was to simply things and suggest that the OC temple was intended to shadow Christ in two related 

ways... 

23. [a] It was God's presence among man, [b] it was man's entrance unto God—simply put—God and man met 

in the temple... 

24. This can be illustrated in the Passover—which was one of three yearly feasts that brought all males to 

Jerusalem... 

25. Why did they have to come to Jerusalem—but because the temple was in Jerusalem—that is—God's 

special presence...  

26. Deut.16:16—"Three times a year all your males shall appear before the LORD your God in the place 

which He chooses..." 

27. To come to the temple was to—"appear before the LORD"—the reason being—the temple was God's 

House...  

 

B. To the Church  

 

1. This is fundamental to the purpose behind Christ's cleansing of the temple—to purify the public worship 

of God.. 

2. The OC temple was the place where man and God met on earth—it was the place where man worshipped 

God... 
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3. And just as Christ came to the physical temple in Jerusalem—so He comes to examine of every local 

church... 

4. This of course can be illustrated in Revelation 2-3—where Christ stands in the midst of His seven 

lampstands... 

5. 1Cor.3:16-17—"Do you not know that you are the temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells in you? 

If anyone defiles the temple of God, God will destroy him. For the temple of God is holy, which temple 

you are [Eph.2:19-22]... 

6. The pronoun "you" is plural in these verses, which indicates, Paul is speaking to the whole, or collective 

Church... 

7. Now—let me say something that possibly could be understood—the church is the temple as she gathers 

together... 

8. Thus—I'm not denying God meets with His people privately—as well as in other meetings outside of 

public worship...  

9. But—what I am saying is this—it's when God's people gather on God's day—that God's special presence 

should be expected... 

10. This is what's meant by the phrase—"the Spirit of God dwells in you"—that is—dwells in you as a 

gathered people... 

11. My friends—this is why Christ was so zealous to cleanse the temple—it was place of God's special 

presence...  

12. Now—if Christ felt this way about the temple, made of mere stone, what does He think about the church, 

made of living stones... 

13. V16—"If anyone defiles the temple of God, God will destroy him"—Christ will drive them out in 

judgment... 

14. Now—from v8 to vv 16-17 the apostle Paul has been describing ministers of the gospel under the imagery 

of building... 

15. Ministers of the gospel assist God in building the temple—but, like Moses, they must follow the divine 

blueprint... 

16. [a] They must build on a single foundation, v11—"for no other foundation can anyone lay than that which 

is laid, which is Jesus Christ..." 

17. [b] They must build with proper materials, v12—"Now if anyone builds on this foundation with gold, 

silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw..."  

18. "Gold, silver, precious stones" refers to proper doctrine, methods, and worship—"wood, hay, straw" refer 

to man's inventions... 

19. Every minister will give an account of his work, 14—"If anyone's work which he has built on it endures, 

he will receive a reward..." 

20. Thus—we learn this important lesson—Christ is very concerned with what takes place in His Fathers' 

House... 

21. [1] What we believe—builders must build upon the doctrine of the apostles and prophets—with Christ 

Himself the cornerstone... 

22. [2] What we do—that is—Christ is concerned with what we do in public worship—the content of our 

worship... 

23. Most of us have likely heard Christians say—God is concerned with the heart and not the externals of 

worship...  

24. And this is true—God is concerned with the heart—but He also concerned with what's brought into the 

temple...   

25. Now—this can be illustrated in the OC temple—the OC worshiper was allowed to do whatever he wanted 

to... 

26. He was obligated to bring to God only the sacrifices that God sanctioned—nothing more AND nothing 

less... 

27. 1Tim.3:15—"I write so that you may know how you ought to conduct yourself in the house of God, which 

is the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth..." 

28. [3] Why we do it—that is—Christ is just as concerned with WHY we do what we do as He is with WHAT 

we do... 
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29. In other words—to bring the right sacrifices to God isn't enough if they're not offered with a good and 

sincere heart...  

30. [a] Fearfully,  Ps.5:7—"I will come into Your house in the multitude of Your mercy; in fear of You I will 

worship toward Your holy temple [Heb.12:28-29]..." 

31. [b] Joyfully, Ps.95:2—"Let us come before His presence with thanksgiving; let us shout joyfully to Him 

with psalms..." 

32. [c] Believingly, 1Pet.2:4—"Coming to Him as to a living stone...you also, as living stones, are being built 

up a spiritual house...a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus 

Christ..." 

 

C. To the Christian  

 

1. Finally—in light of Christ's cleansing, I want to suggest a few closing applications to every individual 

stone... 

2. [1] Christ not only indwells, by His Spirit, the whole or collective temple, but each and every individual 

stone... 

3. This is—the church as a temple, is indwelt by the Spirit, and every individual stone is also indwelt by the 

Spirit...  

4. Isa.66:1-2—"Thus says the LORD: Heaven is My throne, and earth is My footstool. Where is the house 

that you will build Me? And where is the place of My rest? 2 For all those things My hand has made, and 

all those things exist, Says the LORD. But on this one will I look: on him who is poor and of a contrite 

spirit, and who trembles at My word..." 

5. 1Cor.6:19—"Or do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you 

have from God, and you are not your own..." 

6. [2] Christ is zealous not only for His collective church—but each and every individual member, person, or 

stone...  

7. James 4:5—"Or do you think that the Scripture says in vain, The Spirit who dwells in us yearns 

Jealously..." 

8. J.C. Ryle—"If it was wrong to defile and profane the temple made of stone and wood, how much more is 

it wrong to defile by sin the temple of our bodies..." 

 

 

  


