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The Ironic Revelation of God’s Glory: 

Veiled in Flesh the Godhead See 

Matthew 1:20–23 

December 22, 2013 

Sermon Outline 
Notes: 

I. Introduction 
A. Children’s Sermon  

1. What does Christmas morning feel like? 
2. What do you think “Christmas Spirit” is? 

Key Idea 
Christmas is about God’s steadfast love; it is about 

the arrival of the one who would save us from our 

rebellion.  

B. Beware the Idolatry of Sentimentalism 
“Christmas should not be treated by us as the “denial 
season.” One of the reasons why so many families have so 
many tangles and scenes during the “holidays” is that 
everybody expects sentimentalism to fix everything 
magically. But Christmas is not a “trouble-free” season. We 
want the scrooges and grinches in our lives to be 
transformed by gentle snowfall, silver bells, beautifully 
arranged evergreens, hot cider, and carols being sung in 
the middle distance. But what happens when you gather 
together with a bunch of other sinners, and all of them have 
artificially inflated expectations? What could go wrong? 
When confronted with the message of sentimentalism, we 
really do need somebody who will say, “Bah, humbug.” 1 

 
II. Christmas is About the Birth of the Promised 

Child (Adam, Abraham, David…) 

A. A Sign for the House of David (Ahaz missed it) 

Isaiah 7:13–14 
13

 And he said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too 

little for you to weary men, that you (Pl.) weary my 

                                                 
1
 Ibid. (Kindle Locations 1053-1058). 
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God also? 
14

 Therefore the Lord himself will give you 

(Pl.) a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and 

bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.  

 
“…while the king [Ahaz] calls in an army, God looks to the birth of 
a child.” (Parentheses mine) 2 

 

Isaiah 9:6–7 
6
 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and 

the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his 

name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty 

God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7
 Of the 

increase of his government and of peace there will be 

no end, on the throne of David and over his kingdom, 

to establish it and to uphold it with justice and with 

righteousness from this time forth and forevermore. 

The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 

 

Isaiah 11:1–5 
1
 There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of 

Jesse, and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit. 
2
 

And the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, the 

Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of 

counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and the 

fear of the Lord. 
3
 And his delight shall be in the fear 

of the Lord. He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 

or decide disputes by what his ears hear, 
4
 but with 

righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide 

with equity for the meek of the earth; and he shall 

strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with 

the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 
5
 

Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist, and 

faithfulness the belt of his loins.  

 

B. Veiled in Flesh the Godhead See! 

                                                 
2
 New Bible commentary: 21st century edition. 1994 (D. A. Carson, R. T. 

France, J. A. Motyer & G. J. Wenham, Ed.) (4th ed.) (639). Leicester, England; 

Downers Grove, IL: Inter-Varsity Press. 
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Matthew 1:20b–25 
20

 …“Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary 

as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is 

from the Holy Spirit. 
21

 She will bear a son, and you 

shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people 

from their sins.” 
22

 All this took place to fulfill what 

the Lord had spoken by the prophet:  

23
 “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear 

a son, and they shall call his name Immanuel”  

(which means, God with us). 
24

 When Joseph woke 

from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord 

commanded him: he took his wife, 
25

 but knew her not 

until she had given birth to a son. And he called his 

name Jesus.  

 

III. We See God’s Glory 

2 Corinthians 4:5–6 
5
 For what we proclaim is not ourselves, but Jesus 

Christ as Lord, with ourselves as your servants for 

Jesus’ sake. 
6
 For God, who said, “Let light shine out 

of darkness,” has shone in our hearts to give the light 

of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of 

Jesus Christ.  

A. As God Extending Mercy 

B. As Man Accomplishing Obedience 

C. The Holy Character of God Displayed! 

D. So… Why are We Celebrating Christmas?  
Acts 3:25–26 

You are the sons of the prophets and of the covenant 

that God made with your fathers, saying to Abraham, 

‘And in your offspring shall all the families of the 

earth be blessed.’ 
26

 God, having raised up his 

servant, sent him to you first, to bless you by turning 

every one of you from your wickedness.”  
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Key Idea 
We celebrate Christmas because God’s steadfast love 

is amazing! We celebrate because He sent Jesus into 

the world to be our perfect substitute, because Jesus 

as both God and Man is our perfect savior! 

 

 


