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Prepare Him Room  
Responding to Advent like Wise Men 

Isaiah 42:5–7; Matthew 2:1–15 

December 21, 2014 
Sermon Outline 

Notes: 

I. Introduction 
A. Children’s Sermon: Opposites 

1. Wise Men/King Herod 
2. How are we like Herod? 

B. Christmas is about the King that brings Real 
Peace (not being good or feeling good) 

Despite their pagan background and powerful influence in the 
Babylonian or Persian courts, the Magi recognize and worship the 
Christ child for who he is. Despite his role as legally installed ruler 
of Israel and his professed conversion to Judaism, Herod rejects 
the newborn king and plots to destroy him.1 

Key Idea 

How will you respond to Jesus, God’s chosen King? 

Will you stubbornly cling to you own plans or will you 

leave everything to come bow down before Him? 

 
Herod the “Great” 
He was of an Idumaean (Edomite) family, and married a number 
of wives, including Mariamme, a granddaughter of Hyrcanus, the 
last legal Hasmonaean ruler. By ruthlessness and genuine ability 
he kept the peace for 37 years in a country very hard to rule.2 

Nothing that Herod could do, not even the expenditure lavished on 
the Temple, endeared him to his Jewish subjects. His Edomite 
descent was never forgotten; if he was a Jew by religion and rebuilt 
the Temple of the God of Israel in Jerusalem, that did not deter 

                                                 
1 Blomberg, C. (1992). Matthew (Vol. 22, p. 61). Nashville: Broadman & 

Holman Publishers. 
2 Cross, F. L., & Livingstone, E. A. (Eds.). (2005). In The Oxford dictionary of 

the Christian Church (3rd ed. rev., p. 766). Oxford;  New York: Oxford 

University Press. 
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him from erecting temples to pagan deities elsewhere. Above all, 
his wiping out of the Hasmonaean family could not be forgiven.3 
 

II. Responding to Jesus like Herod 
A. Herod Responds to His Majesty with 

Murderous Jealousy 
1. Would we respond better? 
2. How do we respond to Jesus’ authority? 

B. Responds to His Divinity with Unbelief 
1. Do we believe in the Virgin Birth? 

2. Have we thought much about the 
implications of having a Creator? 

C. Responds to His Humility with Derision 
1. Can anything good come from…?  
 (Philip/Nathanael – Jn. 1:46) 
2. He saved others…? (Mt. 27:42; Mk. 15:31; Lk. 23:35) 

The Magi 
The term is used in Herodotus (1. 101, 132) of a tribe of the Medes 
who had a priestly function in the Persian empire; in other classical 
writers it is synonymous with priest. Complementing this, Daniel 
(1:20; 2:27; 5:15) applies the word to a class of ‘wise men’ or 
astrologers who interpret dreams and messages of the gods.4 
 

III. Responding to Jesus Like Wise Men (& Women) 
A. Respond to His Majesty with Worship 

B. Respond to His Divinity with Trust 
C. Respond to His Humility with Thanksgiving 

 

IV. Christmas Demands a Response 
A. When the Creator installs His Son as King… 

there is no Middle Ground 

                                                 
3 Bruce, F. F. (1996). Herod. In D. R. W. Wood, I. H. Marshall, A. R. Millard, J. 

I. Packer, & D. J. Wiseman (Eds.), New Bible dictionary (3rd ed., p. 469). 

Leicester, England; Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press. 
4 Ellis, E. E. (1996). Magi. In D. R. W. Wood, I. H. Marshall, A. R. Millard, J. I. 

Packer, & D. J. Wiseman (Eds.), New Bible dictionary (3rd ed., p. 713). 

Leicester, England; Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press. 
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B. My Christmas Prayer (AKA – Paul’s Prayer for the 

Ephesians) 
Ephesians 1:17–23 

[May] …the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father 

of glory, give you the Spirit of wisdom and of 

revelation in the knowledge of him, 18 having the eyes 

of your hearts enlightened, that you may know what 

is the hope to which he has called you, what are the 

riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, 19 and 

what is the immeasurable greatness of his power 

toward us who believe, according to the working of his 

great might 20 that he worked in Christ when he raised 

him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in 

the heavenly places, 21 far above all rule and authority 

and power and dominion, and above every name that 

is named, not only in this age but also in the one to 

come. 22 And he put all things under his feet and gave 

him as head over all things to the church, 23 which is 

his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. 
 

V. Baptism is Responding to Jesus Like a Wise Man 
A. What it Is… 

1. It is not a testimony… exactly 
2. It is a command 

Matthew 28:18–20 
18 And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in 

heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Go 

therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 

them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 

the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I 

have commanded you. And behold, I am with you 

always, to the end of the age.” 

3. It is a covenant ritual (Cf. Wedding) 
a. New covenant blessings (Fruit…Life) 
b. New covenant curses (Fruit…Death) 

Hebrews 10: 26–27, 29–31 
26 For if we go on sinning deliberately after receiving 

the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a 
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sacrifice for sins, 27 but a fearful expectation of 

judgment, and a fury of fire that will consume the 

adversaries. … 
29 How much worse punishment, do you think, will be 

deserved by the one who has trampled underfoot the 

Son of God, and has profaned the blood of the 

covenant by which he was sanctified, and has outraged 

the Spirit of grace? 30 For we know him who said, 

“Vengeance is mine; I will repay.” And again, “The 

Lord will judge his people.” 31 It is a fearful thing to 

fall into the hands of the living God.  

 

B. What it Says… 

1. We are in submission to God 
Romans 6:2–4 
2 By no means! How can we who died to sin still live 

in it? 3 Do you not know that all of us who have been 

baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his 

death? 4 We were buried therefore with him by baptism 

into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from 

the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk 

in newness of life.  

2. We are united to Jesus 
3. We are freed from sin! 

Key Idea  

Prepare room in your hearts for the king God sent to 

save us from our sins. Come to Jesus and bow before 

him and offer him your most precious treasure, (your 

life).  

 


