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!
“A BETTER COVENANT”!!

I. Introduction !
A. Some of our children’s favorite toys over the years have been models of 

various tools that grown-ups use.  !
1. They have had a toy kitchen set, a toy barber kit, a toy doctor kit, a 

toy drill set, and, of course, toys guns.  !
2. Toys of this nature are not only fun, but they can also be useful in 

preparing children for how to use the real thing.  !
3. However, such toys would be utterly useless if you tried to use 

them to perform actual tasks.  !
4. You certainly wouldn’t want a surgeon to operate on you with a toy 

doctor kit.  !
5. When it comes to real life, the real thing is vastly superior to the toy 

version.  !
B. The writer of Hebrews is conveying the same idea in the verses that we 

have just read.  !
1. He is showing how Jesus’ priestly ministry in the new covenant is 

better than the ministry of the Levitical priests in the Mosaic 
covenant.  !

2. As we study this passage tonight, I want us to see three things in it.  !
3. First, we will consider the weakness of the old covenant and its 

priesthood.  !
4. Second, we will see that the new covenant has a permanent priest.  !
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5. And third, we will see that the new covenant has a perfect priest.  !
II. The Weakness of the Old Covenant and Its Priesthood  !

A. We begin by looking at verses 11 through 19, where the focus is upon the 
weakness of the old covenant and its priesthood.  !
1. The writer opens his discussion of this by pointing out that 

perfection was not attainable through the Levitical priesthood.  !
2. That is, the ceremonial law was unable to perfect God’s people and 

bring them into God’s presence.  !
3. If the law had been able to do this, then there would have been no 

need for the kind of priest who is described in the verses that the 
writer quotes from Ps. 110 in verses 17 and 21.  !

4. As commentator William Lane explains, “The fact that Ps 110:4 
proclaimed the appointment of a different kind of priest implied an 
essential weakness in the existing order.” [180]  !

5. This does not mean that there was anything intrinsically wrong 
with the Levitical priesthood.  !

6. God was the one who instituted that priesthood.  !
7. But in doing so, God was only setting up a shadow that would 

point to the real thing.  !
B. The Levitical priesthood was bound up with the Mosaic law because that 

was where it originated.  !
1. The Levitical priesthood was an integral part of the ceremonial 

aspect of the law.  !
2. The fact that Jesus is a different kind of priest, one belonging to the 

order of Melchizedek, means that there must have been a change in 
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the law.  !
3. In other words, the ceremonial aspect of the law has been 

abrogated.  !
4. With the coming of Christ, the priesthood that foreshadowed it has 

been entirely done away with.  !
C. Jesus’ priesthood differs from that of the Levitical priests in that Jesus’ 

priesthood is not based upon genealogical requirements but upon the 
power of Jesus’ indestructible life.  !
1. Though in his human nature Jesus really did die on the cross, death 

could not keep its hold on him.  !
2. On the third day he rose victorious from the grave.  !
3. This sets him in sharp contrast to the priests who served under the 

old covenant.  !
4. They were all subject to the curse of the law.  !
5. They all died.  !
6. As a result, they could not continue to serve in their office.  !
7. But Jesus can serve as priest forever because he always lives.  !
8. It is by virtue of his resurrection that Jesus fits Psalm 110’s 

description of “a priest forever, after the order of Melchizedek.”  !
D. This leads the writer to declare that the priesthood that was given through 

Moses has been set aside and replaced with a new priesthood.  !
1. The old priesthood had to be set aside because it was weak and 

useless.  !
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2. It did not have the power to make people perfect and render them 
fit for communion with God.  !

3. In fact, the Levitical priesthood was set up to prevent people from 
drawing near to God, not to enable them to do so.  !

4. It was powerless to do the very thing that it symbolized.  !
5. But in Christ we have a better hope, a hope that the apostle Peter 

describes in the opening chapter of his first epistle as “a living 
hope.” (1 Pet. 1:3)  !

6. It is a hope that is based upon Jesus’ resurrection from the dead.  !
E. Our hope as Christians is not what the people of the world mean when 

they use the word ‘hope.’ !
1. When they talk about hope they are really only talking about 

wishful thinking.  !
2. That kind of hope has no basis in reality, which means  it is a dead 

hope.  !
3. Dead hope might be able to make people feel good for a time, but 

in the end it will always prove to be useless.  !
4. The hope that we have in Jesus Christ is grounded upon the 

historical fact of our Savior’s bodily resurrection from the dead.  !
5. It is only because we have a living Savior who always intercedes 

for us that we can draw near to God.  !
III. A Covenant That Has a Permanent Priest  !

A. We turn now to verses 20-25, where the writer draws out some of the 
practical implications of what he has just said.  !
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1. Here the focus is upon the fact that the new covenant has a 
permanent priest in Jesus Christ.  !

2. The writer begins to make this point by noting that this priest has 
been established in his office by a divine oath.  !

3. Of course, God also established the Levitical priesthood, but he did 
not establish it with an oath.  !

4. God made no guarantee that that priesthood would last forever.  !
5. However, God did swear an oath to this effect regarding Jesus’ 

priesthood.  !
6. We see this in the quote from Ps. 110:4:  “The LORD has sworn and 

will not change his mind, ‘You are a priest forever.’”  !
7. That divine oath was revealed when that psalm was composed, but 

the oath was sworn by God in eternity past in the covenant of 
redemption.  !

8. This is what Paul is talking about in Ephesians 1 when he says that 
God set forth his purpose in Christ before the foundation of the 
world“as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in him, 
things in heaven and things on earth.”  !

9. God appointed Jesus to be the priestly mediator in the covenant of 
grace, and when he did so he bound himself with an oath.  !

10. The fact that God did this means that the promise that is held forth 
in the gospel is eternal and unchangeable.  !

B. Because Jesus’ priesthood was established by a divine oath, Jesus is the 
guarantor of a better covenant.   !
1. A guarantor is a surety, someone who stands in someone else’s 

place and promises to fulfill their obligations.  !
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2. Jesus stands in our place as guarantor in the covenant of grace. !
3. He undertakes to perform all that the covenant of works required 

of us and to make payment for all of our infringements of the terms 
of that covenant.  !

4. This is what sets the covenant of grace apart from the covenant of 
works. !

5. As F.F. Bruce explains, “The old covenant had a mediator (cf. Gal. 
3:19) but no surety; there was no one to guarantee the fulfillment of 
the people’s undertaking:  “All that Yahweh has spoken will we do, 
and be obedient” (Ex. 24:7).  But Jesus guarantees the perpetual 
fulfillment of the covenant which he mediates, on the manward 
side as well as on Godward side.” [Bruce, 171]  !

6. This is what makes the new covenant a better covenant than the 
law-based covenant that preceded it.  !

C. In verses 23-24, the writer further contrasts the Levitical priesthood with 
that of Jesus by pointing out that all of the Levitical priests eventually 
died.  !
1. They couldn’t keep on serving in their office because they were 

subject to death.  !
2. But because Jesus has conquered death, he is able to mediate an 

eternal salvation for those who trust in him.  !
3. There is a constancy in Jesus’ priesthood that was always lacking in 

the old priesthood.  !
4. Even if a Levitical priest was a faithful priest, he couldn’t keep on 

serving forever.  !
5. He was eventually replaced by someone else.  !
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6. The Jewish historian Josephus says that there were 83 high priests 
from the time of Aaron to the destruction of the temple in A.D. 70.  !

7. This means most Jews had three or four high priests over the course 
of their lifetimes.  !

8. By way of contrast, Jesus’ eternity enables him to serve as a 
permanent high priest. !

9. Christ’s eternity makes the promises held forth in the gospel more 
stable than anything else in this world.  !

10. We would do well to ponder the significance of God’s attribute of 
eternity.  !

11. Consider these thoughts from the Puritan Stephen Charnock:  
“Since God is eternal, he has eternal power to match his word.  His 
promises are established upon his eternity, and are solid ground for 
our trust… Men may break their promises, because they are made 
without foresight, but God, that inhabits eternity, will never change 
in his purpose.  Though there may appear variations to our sight, 
yet God, who is eternally true to his word, sits at the helm, and the 
winds and the waves obey him… By frequent meditation of God’s 
eternity, we should become more sensible of the trifling nature of 
the world… God is our portion forever.  The proffers of the world 
are ridiculous when compared with the eternity of God.” [cited in 
Voices from the Past, 247]  !

D. These thoughts about Christ’s eternal priesthood lead the writer to 
conclude that Jesus “is able to save to the uttermost those who draw near 
to God through him.”  !
1. Nothing is lacking in our salvation.  !
2. Nothing about it is uncertain or unfinished.  !
3. Christ has accomplished it all.  !
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4. This is why Paul says in Romans 8, “Who shall bring any charge 
against God’s elect? It is God who justifies.  Who is to condemn?  
Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was raised
—who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for 
us.” (Rom. 8:33–34)  !

5. As our eternal high priest, Jesus is able to sustain us for our final 
salvation.  !

6. He is alive forever at God’s right hand, and he is always 
interceding on our behalf.  !

7. He is always supporting us and seeking our welfare.  !
E. We see an example of this in Luke 22, where Jesus tells Peter that though 

Satan has demanded to have him that he might sift him like wheat, Jesus 
has prayed for him that his faith may not fail.  !
1. Peter did deny Christ three times, but in the end his faith didn’t 

fail.  !
2. The reason why it didn’t fail is because Jesus had interceded for 

him.  !
3. Jesus’ intercession is always effectual.  !
4. This leads one writer to say that “His people dare not even draw a 

line in their own minds, saying to themselves, ‘He helped me today, 
but will he tomorrow?’, or ‘He helped me in this need, but will he 
in that?’, or, ‘He forgave me this sin before, but will he do so again?’  
He will ever live as their Savior.  He will never fail them or forget 
them.” [Jones, Let’s Study Hebrews, 79]  !

5. As we will sing in a few moments in the hymn, “Arise, My Soul, 
Arise”,  
 
Five bleeding wounds he bears, 
Received on Calvary;  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They pour effectual prayers, 
They strongly plead for me.  
“Forgive him, O forgive,” they cry,  
“Forgive him, O forgive,” they cry,  
“Nor let that ransomed sinner die!” !

IV. A Covenant That Has a Perfect Priest (26-28)  !
A. This brings us to verses 26 through 28, where we see that the new 

covenant is better than the old because it has a perfect high priest.  !
1. The writer says that it was fitting, or appropriate, for us to have 

such a high priest.  !
2. By this he means that Jesus is the only kind of priest who can do 

what we need.  !
3. We need to be made perfectly righteous if we are going to draw 

near to the perfectly righteous God.  !
4. Only a perfectly righteous priest could accomplish this task.  !
5. Jesus is the only such priest.  !
6. The Levitical priests maintained ritual purity, but Jesus alone is 

morally pure and spiritually pure.  !
7. He is holy, innocent, unstained, separated from sinners.  !
8. He is exalted above the heavens, where he exercises his priestly 

ministry on our behalf in the true sanctuary of God.  !
9. As commentator William Lane explains, “Jesus enjoys direct, 

unhindered access to God, which enables him to fulfill his high 
priestly ministry on behalf of his people.  Although Jesus’ 
exaltation to the right hand of God removes him in a quasi-spatial 
sense from his church, it by no means implies a remoteness from 
his brothers and sisters or a lack of involvement in their 
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struggles.” [193]  !
B. Jesus’ moral perfection means that he has no need to offer sacrifices for his 

own sin, which was something that the Levitical priests did have to do.  !
1. Jesus’ ministry is also distinct from that of the Levitical priests in 

that he has no need to keep on offering sacrifices for the sins of the 
people whom he represents.  !

2. Jesus offered up himself as the once for all sacrifice for the sins of 
his people.  !

3. Because that sacrifice was perfect, it only had to be offered once.  !
4. This stands in sharp contrast to the Levitical sacrifices, which had 

to be offered again and again, a fact that testified to their 
ineffectiveness.  !

C. In the last verse of the chapter, the writer summarizes the argument of this 
passage by giving a concluding contrast between the Levitical priests and 
Jesus.  !
1. The basis of the former priesthood was the law, which was 

powerless to bring men to perfection.  !
2. But the basis of Jesus’ priesthood is “the word of the oath,” by 

which God established a better priesthood, one that is able to 
perform what is necessary for our salvation.  !

3. The priests who served under the old covenant were “men in their 
weakness,” men who had sins of their own that needed to be 
forgiven, men who eventually had to give up their office due to 
death.  !

4. But the Priest who serves under the new and better covenant is “a 
Son who has been made perfect forever.”  !
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5. Even now, our great high priest is in the presence of God, 
interceding on our behalf.  !

6. This is why we can sing,  
 
Arise, my soul, arise, 
Shake off your guilty fears;  
The bleeding Sacrifice  
In my behalf appears:  
Before the throne my Surety stands, 
Before the throne my Surety stands, 
My name is written on his hands. 
 


