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KJV – Genesis 29:1-20 

 

“Jacob’s Years at Haran” 

     This evening’s lesson deals with the first 20 verses of Genesis chapter 29, Jacob’s years in Haran 
with his uncle Laban. 
 
     As we have seen from previous texts Laban is the older brother of Jacob’s mother Rebekah. We 
have also seen just how deceitful and conniving Rebekah could be when she was trying to get her 
way. We will begin to learn in the next few lessons just where Rebekah had acquired this trait.  
 
     Christ laid the foundation in the New Testament with the “golden rule.” This was the rule for the 
treatment of others. Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do ye even 
so to them: for this in the law and the prophets. 
 
     In Genesis 29, we come to an actual sovereign outworking of a negative example of the golden 
rule. Dr. Allen Ross writes: “The Bible demonstrates repeatedly the principle that people reap what 
they sow. This truth has been called poetic justice, or irony. It is, furthermore, a form of divine 
retribution, justice in which there is a measure-for-measure turn of affairs, where the punishment fits 
the crime” (Creation & Blessing, p. 496). This chapter will provide us with an example of such a 
divine ordering. 

Genesis 29:1 

1 Then Jacob went on his journey, and came into the land of the people of the east. 

     Dr. C. I. Scofield writes in his commentary notes on this chapter; “Jacob at Haran becomes a 
striking illustration, if not type, of the nation descended from him in its present long dispersion. Like 
Israel, he was: 

1. Out of the place of blessing (Genesis 26:3); 
2. Without an Altar (Hosea 3:4-5); 
3. Gained an evil name (Genesis 31:1, Romans 2:17-24); 
4. Was under the Covenant care of Jehovah (Genesis 28:13-14, Romans 11:1, 11:25-30); 
5. Was ultimately brought back (Genesis 31:3, 35:1-4, Ezekiel 37:21-23). 

     While the personal lesson and application of Jacob is obvious as he represented the Elect of 
Israel, he is not forsaken of God; however he is permitted to reap the shame and the sorrow of his 
own self-chosen way until he is brought into right fellowship with his Sovereign God. 
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     Jacob had deceptively tricked his father Isaac and brother Esau and now Laban would 
deceptively trick him in an episode that would rob him of 20 years of his life (Genesis 31:41). Jacob 
had outwitted his father, so his father-in-law would now outwit him.  

     Another sad part of this story and this man’s life, Rebekah the coconspirator in this deceit of his 
father by sending Jacob away would never see her son again. 

Genesis 29:2-4 

2 And he looked, and behold a well in the field, and, lo, there were three flocks of sheep lying by it; for 
out of that well they watered the flocks: and a great stone was upon the well's mouth. 

3 And thither were all the flocks gathered: and they rolled the stone from the well's mouth, and 
watered the sheep, and put the stone again upon the well's mouth in his place. 

4 And Jacob said unto them, My brethren, whence be ye? And they said, Of Haran are we. 

     Conveniently meeting at his destination, shepherds who knew both Laban and Rachel reflected 
the directing hand of God upon his life, just as promised from Genesis 28:15. He had been 
Sovereignly place at a well just at the time these men were watering their herds. 

Genesis 29:5 

5 And he said unto them, Know ye Laban the son of Nahor? And they said, We know him. 

     The question was asked, do you know Laban the son of Nahor? Genealogical fluidity in the use of 
“son,” meaning the male descendant occurred in Jacob’s inquiry after Laban. But this was a common 
practice as is still today in Israel because Laban was actually Nahor’s grandson. Nahor beget 
Bethuel and Bethuel beget Laban; but as said this is a common practice to address the head of the 
family after all are we not all the sons of Adam? 

Genesis 29:6-8 

6 And he said unto them, Is he well? And they said, He is well: and, behold, Rachel his daughter cometh 
with the sheep. 

7 And he said, Lo, it is yet high day, neither is it time that the cattle should be gathered together: water 
ye the sheep, and go and feed them. 

8 And they said, We cannot, until all the flocks be gathered together, and till they roll the stone from 
the well's mouth; then we water the sheep. 

      God had told Jacob in Genesis 28: Behold, I am with thee, and will keep thee in all places whither 
thou goest, and will bring thee again into this land; for  I will not leave thee, until I have done that 
which I have spoken to thee of. It was God’s divine providence that sent Rachel out at that very time 
to that very well.  
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     It appears that Jacob was trying to get these men to water their sheep immediately and leave, so 
that he could be alone with Rachel for this meeting.  

Genesis 29:9 

9 And while he yet spake with them, Rachel came with her father's sheep; for she kept them. 

     Notice the verb spoken used here; the language of Haran was Aramaic or Chaldean and evidently 
was learned by Abraham’s descendants because they were able to speak to each other. There is no 
comment in the Scriptures how these early patriarchs spoke with the various nations such as the 
Canaanites and the Egyptians in their travels. But lends weight to believe and is very reasonable to 
say that they had become very skilled linguists, knowing more than just one, language of Hebrew. 

Genesis 29:10-11 

10 And it came to pass, when Jacob saw Rachel the daughter of Laban his mother's brother, and the 
sheep of Laban his mother's brother, that Jacob went near, and rolled the stone from the well's mouth, 
and watered the flock of Laban his mother's brother. 

11 And Jacob kissed Rachel, and lifted up his voice, and wept. 

     Here we see Rachel's humility and industry from verse nine as she kept her father's sheep; that 
is, she took care of them, having servants under her that were employed about them. Rachel's name 
signifies a sheep.  

     Note, honest useful labor is that which nobody needs be ashamed of, nor ought it to be a 
hindrance to anyone's preferment. We also see Jacob's tenderness and affection, when he 
understood that this was his kinswoman (probably he had heard of her name before). Knowing 
what his errand was into that country, we may suppose it struck his mind immediately that his 
must be his wife.  

     Jacob was already smitten with her beauty he is wonderfully and anxiously willing to serve her 
and addresses himself to her with tears of joy and kisses of love. 

Genesis 29:12 

12 And Jacob told Rachel that he was her father's brother, and that he was Rebekah's son: and she ran 
and told her father. 

     Some stranger named Jacob had just opened the well for Rachel, watered her flock, kissed, wept 
and then told her he was related to Laban, which prompted her to run and tell her father. This man 
was either someone very special, or somewhat of a nut.  

     So she runs with all haste to tell her father for she will by no means entertain her kinsman's 
address without her father's knowledge and approval. 
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Genesis 29:13-14 

13 And it came to pass, when Laban heard the tidings of Jacob his sister's son, that he ran to meet him, 
and embraced him, and kissed him, and brought him to his house. And he told Laban all these things. 

14 And Laban said to him, Surely thou art my bone and my flesh. And he abode with him the space of a 
month. 

     These mutual respects, at their first interview, were good presages of their being a happy family. 
Providence had made that which seemed contingent and fortuitous to give speedy satisfaction to 
Jacob's mind, as soon as he came to the place which he was bound for.  

     Abraham's eldest servant, when he came upon a similar errand, met with similar encouragement. 
Thus God guides His people with His eye. 

Psalm 32:8 

8 I will instruct thee and teach thee in the way which thou shalt go: I will guide thee with mine eye. 

     Laban, though not one of the best-humored men, bade him welcome, was satisfied in the account 
he gave of himself, and with the reason of his coming in such poor circumstances. While we avoid 
the extreme, on the one hand, we cannot avoid the fact that Laban was no doubt uncharitably 
jealous and suspicious of Jacob from the very start. 

     Laban owned him for his kinsman: Thou art my bone and my flesh. Laban’s intentions are not 
clear to Jacob at the start but it will be very clear as we progress through these chapters to see the 
outcome of this whole situation; family members that appear hard-hearted indeed and are unkind 
to their relations, and that they hide themselves from their own flesh. 

Isaiah 58:7 

7 Is it not to deal thy bread to the hungry, and that thou bring the poor that are cast out to thy house? 
when thou seest the naked, that thou cover him; and that thou hide not thyself from thine own flesh? 

Genesis 29:15 

15 And Laban said unto Jacob, Because thou art my brother, shouldest thou therefore serve me for 
nought? tell me, what shall thy wages be? 

     Jacob has been with his uncle Laban for a month. To keep him there in fear of him leaving Laban 
gets right to the point. Tell me, what should your wages be? 

Genesis 29:16-18 

16 And Laban had two daughters: the name of the elder was Leah, and the name of the younger was 
Rachel. 

17 Leah was tender eyed; but Rachel was beautiful and well favoured. 
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18 And Jacob loved Rachel; and said, I will serve thee seven years for Rachel thy younger daughter. 

     Leah was the oldest, and the Scriptures state that she was tender eyed which means that they 
were a pale color rather than the normal dark and sparkling eyes that were most common. Such 
paleness at this time was viewed as a blemish. 

     Rachel was the younger of the two; and Jacob loved Rachel. He loved her so much that he is 
willing to work under Laban’s service as a dowry. 

Genesis 29:19 

19 And Laban said, It is better that I give her to thee, than that I should give her to another man: abide 
with me. 

     This payoff at the end served to make Jacob happy to remain during the first seven years in 
Laban’s household, almost as an adopted son rather than a mere employee.  

Genesis 29:20 

20 And Jacob served seven years for Rachel; and they seemed unto him but a few days, for the love he 
had to her. 

     The days seemed but a few because of his great love for Rachel. But her price would soon be 
doubled. 

     Jacob’s past he had deceitfully taken the place of the elder, and the law of reaping and sowing will 
prove true because the elder will soon take the place of the younger. Jacob is about to really get to 
know up close and personal what it feels like to be on the deceived end, yet God stays with him and 
watches over him. 

- The LORD God will bless, guide, protect and prosper those properly related to him, in spite 
of their failures. God’s blessings do not mean we are immune to setbacks, difficulties and 
hurts. 
 

- God does not forget about wrongs if the one doing the wrong does not make restitution, we 
will be held accountable. God in His grace will always forgive our sin, but God in His justice 
may track it down.  

 
- God does not discipline one properly related to Him immediately, He may have a lesson or 

two to teach us in the process. Remember not always immediately but always eventually. 
We can save ourselves many hardships by making our choices submitting to God’s Word.  

 
- God eventually greatly blesses one who remains faithful even during times of discipline. 

Those who learn the lessons that the discipline is designed to teach will reap fabulous 
blessings. 

 
- God’s disciplinary action has a beginning time and an ending time, but His blessings are 

everlasting and eternal.  


