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I guess the hardest part about preparing a message, preparing a sermon, especially one of 
this nature, is finding the appropriate text to deal with on such a day as this. I thought 
about taking a break from the book of Hebrews today and deal with the birth of our Lord 
and Savior where God became man, and it's funny because the text in Hebrews where we 
were at last week actually describes what we need to talk about this morning through the 
birth of the Lord Jesus Christ. So if you would as a springboard for this morning's 
message, open your Bibles to Hebrews 2:9-10. This is where we will be at this morning. I
want to bring out four clear points. Mothers, I want you to imagine the day that your 
firstborn child came into this world and I want you to picture that doctor looking at you 
and then looking over at you and said, "I'm sorry, ma'am, we're losing him or we're losing
her." This child that was born 2,000 years ago was born for one purpose and one purpose 
only: he was born to die. He was born to die.

Hebrews 2:9-10,

9 But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels for the 
suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour; that he by the grace of 
God should taste death for every man. 10 For it became him, for whom are
all things, and by whom are all things, in bringing many sons unto glory, 
to make the captain of their salvation perfect through sufferings. 

He was not born of royalty, he was not born of fame or popularity or of wealth, he was 
born in suffering to suffer. I want to show you four things as quickly as I possibly can 
this morning. I want to show you these four points this morning, I want to show you the 
child, the man, the sacrifice and the Lord or the King. 

Behold. What do you think of when you hear that term, that word, "behold"? It means 
"listen up; or look; listen." Behold, the child. Micah 5:2, the prophet writes and he says, 
"But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among the thousands of Judah, yet 
out of thee shall he come forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth 
have been from of old, from everlasting." From everlasting. Yes, he was born 2,000 years
ago. Yes, it was by immaculate conception. "Behold, the virgin shall bring forth a child 
and thou shalt call his name Jesus, Emmanuel, God with us." Matthew 1:21, Gabriel the 
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angel told Joseph when he came to him, he said, "And she shall bring forth a son, and 
thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall save his people from their sins." Born to die. 
Born to suffer. Behold, the child. 2,000 years ago laying in an old stinky manger, laying 
in a hole, a cave in the side of the hill, probably placed in a straw box wrapped in 
swaddling clothes in Bethlehem, God in the flesh. Behold, the child. The child.

Matthew 1:22 goes on to say, "Now all this was done, that it might be fulfilled which was
spoken of the Lord by the prophet, saying, Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall 
bring forth a son, and they shall call his name Emmanuel." Do you know what 
"Emmanuel" means this morning? It means "God with us." Jesus. Behold, the child. I'm 
not going to belabor Luke 2, we read that this morning in Sunday school. What did 
Simeon say when he held that baby up, "Behold, the child. Now I can die." Why? 
"Because now I have seen thy salvation." Waited his whole life to see deliverance. 
Waited his whole life to see salvation. Waited his whole life to see the Messiah and now 
he says, "Israel, behold, the child."

I do want to read this for you, though, I have to read this because, oh, even Simeon knew 
about the sovereignty of God. I didn't bring this up in Sunday school this morning, I've 
got to show you this. I know you're from Missouri so I'm about to show you, all right? 
Listen to this, Luke 2, turn there. Let's go ahead and turn to Luke 2. Behold, the child this
morning. I know we read this in Sunday school once already but that's all right. It won't 
hurt you to read it again. 

Let's start in Luke 2:25, "And, behold, there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was 
Simeon; and the same man was just and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel." Do
you know what he was waiting for? He was waiting for Israel's redemption. He was 
waiting for the consolation. He was waiting for the Messiah to come. But look here, "And
the Holy Ghost was upon him." Wow. Old Testament. Regeneration. This is in the New 
Testament but do you realize the new covenant hadn't started yet? Y'all realize that, right?
Matthew, Mark, Luke and John and Acts 1 is still Old Testament. The new covenant did 
not fully take effect until the birth of the church, the day of Pentecost. Jesus laid the 
groundwork through and by the death, the burial and the resurrection, and the veil of the 
temple was rent in twain but the new covenant officially took effect the day of Pentecost 
when the Comforter came.

Look at verse 26, "And it was revealed unto him by the Holy Ghost." Who showed you 
the child this morning? Who taught you about the Lord of glory? "It was revealed unto 
him by the Holy Ghost, that he should not see death, before he had seen the Lord's 
Christ." Do you know what "Christ" means this morning? No, it's not his last name 
although some of us use it in a sense where it's almost second nature to us or it's even 
slang to some people. You know, if you use that term improperly, you're taking the 
Lord's name in vain just as well as anything else. "Christ" means "the anointed one; the 
holy one; the Lord Christ."

Then he goes on in verse 27 and he says, "And he came by the Spirit into the temple: and 
when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him after the custom of the law,  

Page 2 of 9



Then took he him up in his arms, and blessed God, and said, Lord, now lettest thou thy 
servant depart in peace, according to thy word: For mine eyes have seen thy salvation." 
Oh, we read that and we stop there and we say, "Oh, glory to God."

But let's finish the paragraph, even old Simeon who was – listen to me – the Holy Ghost 
came upon him and he knew some things. Listen here what heo's saying. "Which thou 
hast prepared before the face of all people." He said, "Right here he is and he's going to 
fulfill what Gabriel said in Matthew 1:21, His name shall be called Jesus and he shall 
save his people from their sin."

Look what he said in verse 32, "A light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of thy 
people Israel." That's what Jesus is going to be. He's going to be a light unto the Gentiles 
and he's going to be the glory of the people of Israel.

"And Joseph and his mother marvelled at those things which were spoken of him. And 
Simeon blessed them, and said unto Mary his mother, Behold," right here, right here it is. 
Oh, my goodness, right here it is, a locomotive coming 300 miles an hour straight at 
Joseph and Mary. "And Simeon blessed them, and said unto Mary his mother, Behold, 
this child is set for the fall and rising again of many in Israel." Do you know what heo's  
saying there? He said, "Some will believe and some won't. Some will believe and some 
won't." 

"He is set for the rising and the fall of many in Israel; and for a sign which shall be 
spoken against; (Yea, a sword shall pierce through thy own soul also,)." Who is he 
talking to there? He's talking to the mother, "We're sorry, man, we're losing him." Born to
die. He said, "A sword is going to pierce, a sword is going to pierce your heart, a sword is
going to pierce your very soul." Why? "Because you're going to look upon him. Woman, 
behold, thy son. Behold, thy mother." Behold, the child. Born to die. Born to die for the 
sufferings of death.

Then we move on in his life. What do we have? We have: behold, the man. Look at verse
41 of Luke 2, "Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year at the feast of the passover. 
And when he was twelve years old, they went up to Jerusalem after the custom of the 
feast. And when they had fulfilled the days, as they returned, the child Jesus tarried 
behind in Jerusalem; and Joseph and his mother knew not of it. But they, supposing him 
to have been in the company, went a day's journey; and they sought him among their 
kinsfolk and acquaintance." Verse 45, "And when they found him not, they turned back 
again to Jerusalem, seeking him. And it came to pass, that after three days they found him
in the temple, sitting in the midst of the doctors, both hearing them, and asking them 
questions. And all that heard him were astonished at his understanding and answers. And 
when they saw him, they were amazed: and his mother said unto him, Son, why hast thou
thus dealt with us? behold, thy father and I have sought thee sorrowing. And he said unto 
them, How is it that ye sought me? wist ye not that I must be about my Father's 
business?" Behold, the man. Born to die. Born to suffer. 
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Jesus, the Bible tells us about this man named Jesus, the Apostle Paul writes in 
Philippians 2, he says, "Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal
with God: But made himself," you know, if you have a NASB or if you have a Scofield 
King James, the Scofield King James puts a footnote in there where it says, "But made 
himself," it literally says over in the side column, "he emptied himself." Behold, the man.

"Being found in fashion as a man, came in the form of a servant, came humble and 
obedient even unto death, the death of the cross." "Sorry, ma'am, we're losing your son." 
Born to die. Behold, the child. Behold, the man. Sent to this world for one purpose and 
one purpose only and that was to glorify the Father through and by his suffering and his 
death.

He wasn't born in Bethlehem Judea so that we could learn how to give presents to one 
another. He wasn't born in Bethlehem Judea so we could draw paintings and pictures of a 
beautiful star and three wise men riding in the dark on the way to Bethlehem. No, he was 
not, that was not what he was sent here for. He was sent here to suffer and to die to 
redeem his people.

We have here, he said, "but he made himself," or "he emptied himself." I was tutoring 
young Matt Friday over at the Bible college after my last class. Praise, thank you, Jesus. 
Last class for the semester. And me and Matt, we sat down and we began to talk and we 
are going over the supremacy and the preeminence of the Lord Jesus Christ and Matt 
could not quite understand how he would have to actually do this. He had to do it this 
way. He had to qualify himself to be the priest. He had to qualify himself to be the 
sacrifice. He was the perfect God-man but he still had to be qualified. You say, "Well, 
Brother Doug, he was already qualified, wasn't he?" Yeah, he was because he's exactly 
who he said he was plus a whole lot more. Behold, the child. Behold, the man. 

But do you know what Jesus did? I want you to imagine we're going to have a 
competition today, after service we're going to have a competition. We're going to have a 
singing contest. We're going to have a Bible exam. We're even going to have a cooking 
contest. Then after that, we'll have an eating contest. I'll win that. But whoever wins that, 
whoever wins that area, all of these events, is going to be dubbed the Champion of 
champions. No one can compare, no one can come close, no one can pray like this one. 
No one can exegete like this one. No one can preach or teach or sing like this one. They 
are the Champion of champions. We're going to give them a title. This contest is only 
going to be held one time and one time only. That title is going to be eternal. We take the 
test. T. Tom wins. Perfect score in everything. Everything he takes is perfect. Oh, T. Tom
is dubbed Champion of champions for all of eternity and what we do, T. Tom, is we take 
a picture of you and we put it out there in the foyer and we make a plaque and it says that 
you are Champion of champions. You are given a title above all and that no one can 
touch you, no one can come close to you, no one is anything like you. And we do a statue
up and everything. We put it out there.

Now, this is a very very poor illustration in comparison with the Lord of glory but I just 
want you to get the picture. T. Tom has earned that. He has been given that but do you 
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know what happens one day? Here comes little Dougie coming into church and I see that 
and I say, "I don't believe that. There is no possible way that T. Tom could have scored 
perfect in all of those areas and that T. Tom could be the Champion of champions. I don't
believe that." And do you know what T. Tom does? T. Tom walks over to the wall where 
his portrait and his plaque is and he takes it off of the wall, he turns it around backwards 
where no one can see it and he sits down at the table, he looks at the pastor and the board 
of elders and he says, "Give me the test again." And he takes that test and he still scores a
perfect score.

You see, that's what Christ did. He already had the title. He already had it but he put it 
off, he emptied himself and he came and, behold, the man, and he said, "I'll take the test 
again." And do you know what? Bless God, he got a perfect score. He was without spot. 
He was without blemish. He was without sin. He was perfect in every way. Behold, the 
man. Hebrews 7:26 says this, "For such an high priest became us, who is," listen, "who is 
holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners." Behold, the man. That's who Jesus was.
Born to die.

Then, oh, we're moving on, moving right on. I don't want to belabor this too long. This is 
the most important part of the message. This right here is why he was born. I'm going to 
say something and if I hurt your feelings, I'm sorry. Nowhere in the Bible does it tell us 
to celebrate his birth. Nowhere in the Bible. As a matter of fact, he said, "Don't you 
celebrate my birth." He said, "You celebrate," now, he didn't physically literally say that 
but he said, "You celebrate my resurrection and you look for my return." So the best 
thing to preach on on Christmas is the sacrifice. Behold, the child. Behold, the man. But 
listen to me: behold, the sacrifice. This child came as a man. He lived a sinless life of 
perfection. He was that Lamb of God slain from the foundation of the world as in 
Revelation 13:8. And John the Baptist said in John 1:29 when he saw him coming down 
the banks of the river of Jordan to be baptized, he said, "Behold, the Lamb of God that 
taketh away the sin of the world."

How is he able to do that? He emptied himself. He put it off. He said, "Give me the test." 
Born to suffer. Born to die. "I'm sorry, ma'am, we're losing your son. There is no hope. 
He will die. There is nothing that we can do. You just get ready for that sword to pierce 
your soul because you know why he was born, he was born to save his people from their 
sin."

The Lamb was before the child, do you realize that? The Lamb was before the man. He 
said in John 8:58, "Before Abraham was, I am." He's always been. The Bible says, "In the
beginning was the Word. The Word was with God and the Word was God." That was 
Jesus Christ. He's the Creator. He's the Author of our salvation and he's the Finisher of 
our salvation.

I'm going to quote this again because this is what I'm building on, "And being found in 
fashion as a man." Behold, the child. Behold, the man. "He humbled himself and became 
obedient unto death, even the death of his cross." Behold, the sacrifice. Born to die. 
That's what Christmas is about. It's not about the manger. It's not about the star. It's not 
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about the three wise men. And, you know, they canceled Christmas in Washington, DC 
for that very fact, they couldn't find three wise men. All right, you're still awake. You're 
still awake this morning. But that's not what it's about.

I want to show you what this day is about. I say: behold, the sacrifice. Turn to Psalm 22. 
Don't worry, this is point 3 and point 4 is only a question. Behold, the sacrifice. Psalm 
22:1, "My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? why art thou so far from helping 
me, and from the words of my roaring? O my God, I cry in the daytime, but thou hearest 
not; and in the night season, and am not silent. But thou art holy, O thou that inhabitest 
the praises of Israel. Our fathers trusted in thee: they trusted, and thou didst deliver them. 
They cried unto thee, and were delivered: they trusted in thee, and were not confounded."
Do you realize this is the messianic Psalm that David wrote 1,000 years before, behold, 
the child, behold, the man? And do you know what King David is writing about here 
1,000 years before Bethlehem? He's writing about: behold, the sacrifice.

Verse 6, "But I am a worm, and no man; a reproach of men, and despised of the people.  
All they that see me laugh me to scorn: they shoot out the lip, they shake the head, 
saying, He trusted on the LORD that he would deliver him: let him deliver him, seeing he
delighted in him." That was fulfilled in Matthew 1:23, I'm sorry, that was fulfilled not in 
Matthew 1:23, but that was fulfilled when he was on the cross and they said, "Look, he 
calls on Elias to deliver him. He trusted in the Lord. Let him deliver him."

Look at verse 9, "But thou art he that took me out of the womb: thou didst make me hope 
when I was upon my mother's breasts. I was cast upon thee from the womb: thou art my 
God from my mother's belly. Be not far from me; for trouble is near; for there is none to 
help." Behold, the sacrifice. 

"Many bulls have compassed me: strong bulls of Bashan have beset me round. They 
gaped upon me with their mouths, as a ravening and a roaring lion. I am poured out like 
water, and all my bones are out of joint: my heart is like wax; it is melted in the midst of 
my bowels. My strength is dried up like a potsherd; and my tongue cleaveth to my jaws; 
and thou hast brought me into the dust of death." Behold, the sacrifice. 

"For dogs have compassed me: the assembly of the wicked have inclosed me: they 
pierced my hands and my feet. I may tell all my bones: they look and stare upon me. 
They part my garments among them, and cast lots upon my vesture." Behold, the 
sacrifice. Folks, this is written a thousand years before Jesus was even born in Bethlehem
Judea. The prophetic words of King David that would be written and then fulfilled 
through the person of Christ, that was the reason he came. He came to die. 

"Deliver my soul from the sword; my darling from the power of the dog. Save me from 
the lion's mouth: for thou hast heard me from the horns of the unicorns. I will declare thy 
name unto my brethren: in the midst of the congregation will I praise thee. Ye that fear 
the LORD, praise him; all ye the seed of Jacob, glorify him; and fear him, all ye the seed 
of Israel." 
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Matthew 1:21, "And a virgin shall bring forth a child, and thou shalt call his name 
JESUS: and he shall save his people from their sins." Behold, the sacrifice. The child 
developed into a man, the man lived a sinless perfect life for one purpose and one 
purpose only, to qualify himself to be the perfect sacrifice, to qualify himself to appease  
the holy just wrath of a sovereign God. He already had the title but he came down and 
proved that he had it. Proved that he had it. He finished the work. He completed it. 
"Being found fashioned as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient unto death, 
even the death of the cross."

Now we have the child, we have the man, we have the sacrifice, what do we have now 
that he has appeased the holy wrath of God? What do we have now that he has glorified 
the Father? What do we have now in the man called Jesus, now that he has glorified God 
and completed the will of the Father? We have Philippians 2:9, "Wherefore God also hath
highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every name. That at the name 
of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under
the earth; And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of 
God the Father." Behold, the child. Behold, the man. Behold, the sacrifice. Behold, the 
Lord.

Lord, that's another term that is used so lightly. "Well, bless the Lord. The Lord is my 
Shepherd." Every tongue should confess that Jesus is Lord. Behold, the Lord. Do you 
know what that term means? What is the Greek word for "Lord" used there? It's the  
Greek word "kyrios." Kyrios, almost sounds like that song, "Kyrie Eleison," doesn't it? 
Kyrios. It's the Greek word "kyrios." Do you know what kyrios means? Kyrios is the 
Greek word for Lord. And he said, Jesus said in Matthew 7:21, "In that day many shall 
come to me, in that day and they will say, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy 
name? And in thy name have we not cast out demons? And in thy name have we not done
many wonderful works? But then I was say unto them, Depart from me, I never knew 
you, you that work iniquity." Cast into a devil's hell. Prepared for the devil and his 
angels. Oh, they declared Lord, they said Lord, in their heart they said, "Behold, the 
child. Behold, the man. Yes, behold, the sacrifice. Behold, the Lord," but did they really 
believe that's who was Lord? Because Lord, when you declare Lord, you're saying kyrios.
You're saying Sovereign, Master, King. 

You see, like I said last week, the Holy Spirit doesn't come in with a super swiffer and 
just start to clean up the temple. The Holy Spirit comes in like a wrecking ball, like a 
bulldozer, like a truckload of TNT. He blows up the old. He rebuilds the new. "And if 
any man be in Christ, he is a new creature." Behold, the child. Behold, the man. Behold, 
the sacrifice. Behold, the Lord.

And what does he say here? What does the Lord Jesus say in Luke 6:46, the verse that 
Adam brought out last week? Jesus even said these words. I want you to ask yourself 
these words this morning, ask this and say, "Is this true of me?" Jesus said in Luke 6:46, 
"why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I say?" He said, "Why are you 
professing me as your kyrios, as your Master, as your Sovereign King and you do not the 
things that I say?"
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Let me ask you this morning: is it, behold, the child for you? Is it? Don't answer audibly. 
Don't even nod. Is it, behold, the child for you? Is that what Christmas is about? Is it the 
plastic figure that is sitting out in your yard that's got a bunch of straw behind it and you 
plug it in and it lights up? The little plastic baby Jesus you pull out once a year? Behold, 
the child? Or maybe it's that painting on the wall, Jesus sitting on the rock with all the 
little children gathered around him and he's got his hands stretched out like this. Or 
maybe it's that piece of wood that you've got hanging in your hallway where he is 
standing at the door and knocking. Behold, the man. Is that what it is for you? Is that 
what Christmas is about? Or maybe it's, behold, the sacrifice. Maybe it's that crucifix that
you have hanging. Notice, there's no crucifix there in the foyer anymore. Did y'all notice 
that? There used to be one but there is not one now. Is it that crucifix that you have 
hanging at home, though, with the nail pierced hands? Jesus suffering on the cross? Yes, 
we need to be reminded of that and I'm not condemning the crucifix, I'm not saying that 
it's wrong, but bless God, let's not make an icon out of it and let's not worship it because 
we serve a risen Savior this morning. It should not be at no time in the life of a Christian, 
it should never be, behold, the child, it should never be, behold, the man, but we should 
recognize the sacrifice and know that what he has done for us and now by the power of 
God we can say, "Behold, the Lord. My kyrios. My Sovereign Master. My King. He is 
Lord of my life." That little baby is not a baby anymore. That dead Savior on the cross, 
he's not dead anymore but he is King, he is kyrios, he is Lord, and why call ye him Lord 
and do not the things which he's saying? Oh, thou hypocrite.

Lord, not a baby Jesus, not a dead Savior, but oh, to be able to say, "Behold, Lord, now I 
can depart for I have seen thy salvation." It doesn't matter, like those who sing that song, 
"I'm a winner either way," can you say that this morning? Have you been made to know 
the child? Have you been revealed the man? Has it been taught to you the sacrifice in 
what he did for you? "My righteous servant shall justify many." Let me ask you this 
morning, he's going to suffer, he's going to die, and he's going to bring many sons unto 
God, are you one of those? Can you call him Lord this morning? Because you will never 
know the true meaning of Christmas until you can do that.

Oh, yes, it is wonderful to give, it is wonderful to receive even, but bless God, God in 
heaven gave us the greatest gift of all of eternity. Do you know what he gave us? He gave
us that child, behold, the child, that grew up to be a man. And you know, that man was 
without sin. No sin at all. And that man, just like little Isaac walking up on a three day 
journey, then he walked up the hill to Mount Moriah, carried his own wood in Genesis. 
Got halfway up the mountain, looked over at Abram, his father, Abraham at the time, and
said, "Daddy, we have the wood," it was on Isaac's back, and Abraham had a torch and a 
knife and he said, "Behold, the fire. Behold, the wood. Behold, the fire." But he said, 
"Dad, where is the burnt offering for a sacrifice?" Do y'all remember what Abram told his
boy, Isaac? He said, "Son, God will provide himself." 

Oh my, that's what Christmas is about. Born to die. Behold, the Lord, the kyrios. Is he 
kyrios to you? Is he Master? Is he Sovereign King? Because if he's not, you really don't 
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know what Christmas is about. Oh, you have never experienced real love because you've 
never experienced him.

Let us bow our heads. 
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